for the LGH Center

Some interest in the county people's making a contribution
has developed since this year's casmp. Oeveral influential
citisens have been contacted recently and there seems to

be a good possibility that the county citisens will make

8 contribution in the not teo distant future,




Share The Fun Contest
The county L-H Share the Fun contest was held in the

Pearisburg High Sivel suditorium on April Oth, Twenty-

four clubs participated in the contest., "5t., George and

The Dragon”, & pautomime done by Ripplemead Club won first
place; Tlementine", a skit, from the Pearisburg club wes
swarded second prisej "Rumning Bear®, s voecal sole from
Narrows 6th grade girls club and & pantomime,” Little Folksy
from Pearisburg 6 & 7 grades tied for third place, This
yoar the "Share the Fun" contest had better acts and a larger

sudience than in previcus years.

County Camp
Forty-nine L« members from the county attended L-i Camp

ot the new Ll Center in Abingdon this year, This was the
best camp that we have had ginee this sgent has been in the
county.

Odles County boys snd girls camped with Pulaski and Hland
Counties.

The 01lee L-H members were slected to 5 out of 8 tribal
leaders in camp and & 9 cut of 16 receiveing recognition
for outstanding campers were from Giles County. We were

wery proud of our campers this yearl

Southwest Virginia il Center
Odles County has participated very little in the fund raising
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A county-wide L-H Achievement Program was held in the
Pearisburg High School suditorium this year. Interest
has greatly increased in this sotivity. The Bank of Giles
County furnished the ribbons again this year and also,
county medals were presented. Some members whc had been
in the county "Share the Fun" contest entertained the
group with thelir scts.

Ham & Sagon Show & Sale
Ten boys and one girl exhili ted 21 hams and an equal nume

ber of bacons at the third anmual leH Ham & Bacon Show

Bale. Bugene Shrader exhibited the champiom ham and Serald

Duncan showed the reserve champion.

The champion becon was exhibdted by Michael Jennings and
John Jennihgs exhibdited the reserve chempion. Or. Kelly and
Paul Orsham of the VPI Meat Department judged the entries,
and Mr. J. E. Sutphin donated his services as suctioneer.
The Pearisburg Kiwanis Club sponsored the event and pur-
chased the ribbons. The Bank of Olles County purchased the
champion ham for $3.00 per pound and Virginia Markets of
Narrows bought the reserve champion for $1.50 per pound.
The average price for the hams was §1.26 per pound and the

average for the bacon was 514 per pound,
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Zerestyy Cemp

Tomy foggess participated in the State Forwstry Camp this
yoar. This is the first time that Oiles County has had a
L=H member to participate in this event,

County L= Council
The county L=H Couneil held two meetings during the year
and plans were made for the county-wide activitiss. County
LeH Council officers in 1960 were:

Joe Miller, Jr.

Larry Lafon

Patty Smith

Bonny owles

Sandm White

Officers that have been elected for 1961 are:
Fresident Gerald Straley
VePres. Elsie King Miller
Secretary Nanocy Ahalt
Treasurer Bonny Howles
Reporter Nellie Gail Stevens

Song Leader Frances Dowdy

An officers' training meeting was conducted at the Nov. 19th
L=l Counci} meeting with instructors as follows:
Presidnets & V-Pres. WandaFerrel )

Secretaries Mres. P. E. Ahalt

Treasurers Bonny Bales . Peggy Holpp




The Pearisburg LeF Club arranged an exhibdt in whieh 30
members exhibited their projects.

s Other

No new county-wide activities were sdded this year but the
out=of-school clubs sdded sctivithe that the oldor LeH meme

bers planned thet were challanging.

e Dis and State Conteste

Last year nine club members payticipated in Distriet Led
Judging and demonatration events, This number increased to
L thie year, Darrell Martin won the Distriet LeH publie

spesking contest and participsted in the State contest.

Short Course

Last year one k=Y member from the county attended the L-i
Short Course. This year 5 members attended. One attended
the All Star Conference., Petty Swith waee xede an all star.
Conservation Camp

Two Ll members attended onservati-n Camp and ancther who

had planned to attend came down with measles and did not go.

Fontana
Two Li-Hl members participsted in the Youth Resource Conference
ot Fontana Village this yesar. This wae the first time that

Odles County L<H members had perticipated in this event.

Heetrio Oengress

Bonny Sowles and David Pelcher represented Giles County LeH

Clubs at the State LeH Hlectrie Congress in Richmond this year.
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It is obvicus that there are s lot of boys who do not eater
into the little league sports but the joiners who join teams

are the same toys who Jjoin LeHl Clubs.

Objectives
Since several methods are used in doing LOH Clud work, the

result will follow each objective in this report,

1, More out-of-schdal clubs

Four years ago there was one out-ofe-school club in the
county. In 1960 there were six. For 1961 we hawe £
out=of«gchool clubs and four other groups are in the

process of getting together to organise, All of the oute
of=gohicol clubs heve adult volunteer leeders and are more
active than the school clubs, In the ocut-of-scheol clubs

we do not have the members in number as we do the ineschool
clubs,

The members of the cuteofeschool clubs have more opportunities
to participate in activities and as & result are better club
nexbors. These club members also get more Wmining in leader-

ship than the ineschool clud members.

2, Exhiddting
The Lucky Clover LeH Club of Newport slong with their aduld
leaders organized a LeH exhibit at the Newport Fair. Fifty-
two Ll members axhibited their projects at the Yair this

year and we hope that the number will increase next year.




thing that happens to the farmer causing his
be the last area on the farm to get his atten-

Community Improvement Clubs

.lo community ‘mprovement clube ware Judzed in competition
this year although two clubs are still active, The Spruce
Run Club meets regularly and is still making iwmprovements
on thedr Club House.

Fairview Acree Club is rendering a great service to the
community in that the organiszation has been responsible
for street paving and lighting, in setting up their own
water system, gnd they are how building a Club House,

Vo L-H cLUBS

Situation

This year there were 20 LH Clubs in the county organised

in the scheols and 5 that were organised that met out of

school, For the coming yesr we have 1) ¥lubs organised in
school and 9 out of school with 3 more out-of-sshool clube
to be organised. As.clubs sre moved out of the sghools the
mmbeyr of members will go dowm some because of losing the
members who joined just to get out of cliss,

Orgsnised little league haseball, football, and basketball
competes seriously for the boyan' time. This also cuts iute
the number of boys attending Ll Camp becsuse they don't want
to let their team down,




A news article was written and published in the county

newspaper concerning the incresse in production in a
pasture field reseeded by the Masons on their farm,

T.V.A. pllot farms received and applied fertiliser ascoord-
ing to recommendations. Moet of this fertiliser wae
used on alfalfa and contained heptachlor.

Three circular ‘etters were sent out concerning the
alfalfa weevil and its control and three news articles
were written on the subject. Alfalfs weevil damage
was heavy on untreated fields this summer. Although
results of efforts to get farmers to treat alfalfa with
heptachlor this past fall are not known, some of the
fertiliser déalers report heavy sales of the material,

Although few new silos were constructed this year, the
amount of silage in silos is estimsted to be about 20
percent above that of last year,

Personal contacts have helped to induce five farmers
to seed small grains for winter sheep pssture. One
farmer seeded rye on a T-scre field last fall, This
spring sudan grass was seeded on that ares and this fall
another field was seeded to rye and will be seeded to

#udan grass next spring.

Se Forestry

Ae BSituation
A large percent of the farm acreage is woodland in Oiles
County. Much of this woodland is in & very low state of
production. Many acres that are veing abandoned as farm
lmd should He set to trees,
Objectives
1. Arouwse interest of farmers and genersl publie in

good forestry management,

Results

Other pressing problems kept the agent from spending much
time on féremtry work this year. It is sssumed that this




Methods
1. Personal contacts
2. News articles

3. Circular letters

Hesults

Pereonal contacts were made with several sheep producers.
Mr. A. P, Prowm,as farmer from the Staffordsville section was
found to have sold 63 lambe from 4O ewes. This is well ae
bowe the county sverage. The grade of the lambs was also
above the county average. #An article on this subject was
written by the agent and published in the local paper.

It is hoped that this will be a start in better ewe selece
tion for replacements.

This year Giles County cooperated with the other counties

of Southwest Virginia end some from North Carolina in mare
keting their wool. This new organisstion and method of all
coumities selling their wool at the same time seemed to please
the wool producers.

ke Agronomy

A. Situation
0ide s County had 3213 seres of alfalfa in 1959, This was
an increase from 2300 acres in 195hk. Corn seresge in 1959
was 1774 sores, In 1954 the screage was 26L2 scres. The
acreage of corn cut for silage has doubled in the past 5
years. The slfalfs weevil has been & Major problem during
‘the past two years.
Tbjectives
1. Oet more farmers to use silage.
2. Improve pastures
3. Klasinate small grains from rotations on some farms.
Teaching Methods / esults
1. Fertilizer demonstretions on pasture were not set up Le-

cause of big snows in winter csusing farmers to get bee
hind with spring work.




Twenty-five Grade C dairymen were contacted about using
artificial insemination, lesults are unknown at this writing.

One milking parler has been censtructed.

Amcunt of silage made this year has been increased b’ each
dairyman who has a silo.

The county agent assisted T. E. Johneton with dairy records, feed
rgcommendations per cow, and plans for fesd production for his
dairy herd for the year. The average cow in the herd pro-

duced 907 pounds more milk this year than last. During the
month of July when sudan grass pasture wae used, the average
production per cow was up 278 pounds per cow over the previous
c,m.

Further inerease in production in this herd is not expected
until & new bunch of heifers freshen in the late sumer of
1961, making possible the culling of some low=producing cows.

¥r. W, D. Mason, a Olles farmer, stated that before this year
they knew less about thedr famm and deiry herd as & business
than they did about their lime plant. Since they have the
I Dairy Records, they know more about their dairy herd than
they do about the lime plant.

3. Sheep
As Situation
The mumber of swes kept on farms has remained stable over
the past few years. Dogs have been & major problem in ine
oreasing the mmber of shap in some areas of the county.
The nusber of lambe produced per ewe is lower than it should
be. Late lambs are often kept as replacements.

ObJectives

1. Increase income per ewe by better selection of replace-
mont ewes.

2. Encourage some farmers to enter the “"Return per BSwo"
contest,

3. Improve wocl marketing.




2. Dairy

As

Situation

There are five Grade A dairies in Giles County with little
1ikelihood of expansion bhecsuse of the market situation.

About 75 farms in the county sell Orsde ¢ milk, Most of
this milk comes from loweproducing cows of small mumbers
en each farm.

Objectives

1. Ineresse milk production per cow

2. Encourage more farmers tolmep records

3. Detter feed supply by use of more silage.

ke BEncourage greater use of artificial insemination

5. Detter control of mastitis

Teaching Methods

3¢ Held Orade 0 milk production meeting at Spruce Run on
March 28, 1960, with Mr., Elmore ss speaker.

2. Personally helped two farmers to keep production records.
3. Held meeting on artificial insemination st Newport om
Mareh 13th 1960,
Results
1. Records
Two of the five Orade A dairymen are on D.M.I.A.
One deiryman uses the I record program.
ne uses the weigh-a-day program, keeping his own records.

me uses the weisheaeday program with the records "eing
kept by the county agent.

me dairyman was on welghea-day program for & short time
but is now not keeping records.

Artificial fSreeding
Three Grade A dairymen using artificial insemination.
3




IV, LIVESTOCK

1.

Beef Cattle

Ae

Situation

Livestock and livestock products sccount for well over
half of the farm income in Odles County. The mumber of
livestock in the county is sdequate to consume sll the for-
age produced in the county, Inerease in livestock income
must come from thres major sources. They are:

1) An increase in forsge produstion
2) Inerease in efficiency per animal
(3) More efficient meketing

Objectives

1. Increase weaning sise and quality of calves

2+ Improve and increase supply of roughage and pasture
3. More efficient marketing

Teachimg Methods

1. Circular lLetters

2. Personal Contacts

3. PFeature articles in paper about outstanding sccomplishe-
ments of farmers.

Results

Two circular letters were sent to farmers on forage produc-
tion. One on marketing was semt and two festure articles
were written.

Personal contacts were made with each farmer who sells calves
through the sales that are sponseored by 1.C.I1.A.

From these contacty six better-quality purebred bulls were
purchased. Calves were checked for grede on the farm, result-
ing in only 12 calves out of 203 delivered to the sale being
returned to the farms because of not meking the minimum grade.
This has resulted in the farmers becoming more interested

in improving their calves. They have also spent less time
eriticising the grader at the sales who turned down their
calves in previous year.
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