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Chapter I 

Introduction and Literature Review 

In an effort to understand the strat_egic role which the notion 

of social status plays in the lives of men, a rrumber of sundry 

perspectives in the discipline of sociology have developed, Histori-

cally, theorists presumed the primary influence - in industrialized 

societies - to be that of economic factors - one's position in the 

market dictated, unquestionably, the major posture a person was to 

adopt with respect to other. general areas in which the concept of 

status was operative, While it was recognized that social status, as 

determined by non-economic factors, was plausible, any of these 

variant status forms assumed a subservient position to that resolved 

by the market, 

With an increased awareness of the decisive role played by 

non-economic factors in the fixing of conventions of social status, 

there arose a desire for a more precise instrument to ascertain 

the actual contributions which each particular status hierarchy 

made to the general conception of an individual's social status, 

Whereas in the past, status dimensions had been treated 

independently of each other, researchers now sought an indicator of 

the intricate relationships which bound each status dimension to 

all others. The prodigy of a marri.age of each status hierarchy with 

any other would certainly not resemble either parent completely, 

but would incorporate a select number of the characteristics of 

each while displaying a "personality" of its own, What, in fact, 

1 
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is s:u.ggested herein is the probability that in the interaction 

process involving a number of status hierarchies, the product or 
. ' 

resultant of this process will in some manner assume characteristics 

and consequences which may be attributed to the product alone and 

not simply to one or a number of its constituents. 

Attempting to produce an instnnnent, and incorporati~g the 

notion of an effect partially independent of the isolated causes, 

Gerhard Lenski (1954) proposed the concept of status crystallization 

as a non-vertical dimension of social status, In particular, Lenski 

attempted to demonstrate the utility of the concept by employing it 

in the task of explaining the differential political behavior of 

individuals characterized by dissimilar rankings on various status 

dimensions, 

In his fornulation of the concept of status crystallization, 

Lenski relied on some of the basic ideas set forth previously by 

:Max Weber (1958). Initially, Weber differentiates between class 

situation as influenced by market situation and the socially 

determined condition of status, Weber posited that as economically 

determined segments of society, classes formed the ''bases for 

connnunal action" (1958:181), In contrast, he suggested the actual 

conmunity-like nature of status groups and in so doing, defined 

status groups in the following manner: 

••• we wish to designate as 'status situation' 
every typical component of the life fate of 
men that is .. determined by a specific, positive 
or ~egative, social estimation of ·honor, (1958:186-187) 
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While acknowledging the bond between status and class, Weber 

judiciously warns _against the use of the terms synonymously. To the 

contrary, they are situations detennined, at least to some extent, 

independently of each other, and the witnessing of position in one 

sense does not innnediately imply a parallel distinction in the other, 

Cognizant of the pervasive power which status honor maintains, 

Weber's documentary is the theoretical foundation of the status 

component of stratification in the United States (1958:188). In 

essence he maintains that, in contrast to class situation, status 

honor demands a particular style of life and in such a demand appears 

the basis of the establishment of any number of social conventions. 

For Weber then, the concept of 'Stand' was of crucial importance 

in the assignment of an individual to a particular position in life. 

One could not justifiably base individual assignment on economic 

factors solely, In addition, typical life style or social genre was of 

considerable import, Implicit in Weber's treatment of the concept 

of 'Stand', or status group, is the notion of rultidirnensionality. 

'Stand', as Weber employed the term, may not be considered as 

singularly determined, but nust, instead, be utilized as a composite, 

encompassing innumerable social factors. 

Weber himself considers the consequences of the implementation 

of stratification by status. For instance, he suggests that "the 

monopolization of ideal and material goods or opportunities" (1958:190) 

is a concomitant of status stratification. Addressing himself to the 

far-reaching consequences of status stratification, Weber recognizes 
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the polarity of characteristics which accrue on the basis of 

economic factors and those which are the consequences of status 

distinctions (1958:193), 

Weber lists "occupational group" as an example of a status. group. 

This is important to the extent that the milieu in which one labors 

contributes to and modifies the more encompassing life style, 

As well we may extend Weber's analysis of status groups to include 

educational and income groups, While the latter may be considered 

as consurmnate indicators of class situation, in contrast to that of 

status, economic status may be seen as contributing, at least in 

part, to the generalized style of life or social milieu of the 

individual, Following the same line of reasoning, educational 

attainment may assume a juxtaposition with occupation and income, 

In the 11U1ltidimensional approach of :Mix Weber we find a major 

precendent for the study of particular status groups, Prior to his 

contribution to the discipline of sociology, economic position was seen 

as the primary determinant of consideration of social stratification, 

While Weber is cognizant of the importance of economic or market 

factors in the placement of individuals in relative social orders, he, 

above all others, delivers the mandate for the careful consideration 

of status groups as parallel and equally important mechanisms for the 

stratification of individuals and aggregates, It is within the 

context of Weber's. groundwork that any further treatment of status 

11Ulst lie, Realizing the importance of Weber's initial contribution, 

Lenski attempts to follow the dictates of that mandate, 
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Current Literature Review 

Weber's elaborate analysis of statu~ groups and.the 

concomitant consequences of stratification based on such _aggr_ega.tes 

notwithstanding, few authors until recently have championed the 

pursuit of an investigation into the intricate mechanisms of 

status reactions, More succinctly, it was not until the early 

1950 1s that any concern was displayed for the possible incongruities 

which might arise out of a state of status incompatibility, 

As early as 1944, Emile Benoit-Snullyan noted the necessity of a 

distinction between status and the various other components of 

social position, those of situs and locus, Specifically, Benoit-

Snullyan suggested that three criteria are employed in the 

allocation of individuals to particular social positions; status, 

corresponding to relative position in a hierarchy; situs, to 

membership in a social group; and locus, to a socially defined 

function in an organized group (1944:151), While this may be a 

useful distinction, it appears to stop abruptly in its attempts to 

reassess the nature of the stratification system in the United 

States, It is to this problem, specifically, that Gerhard Lenski 

addressed himself in 1954, 

In response to the demand for a more effective instrument for 

cat_egorizing individuals into social_ groups, Lenski proposed 

implementation of the concept of status crystallization as a non-

vertical dimension of social status, Lenski a_rgued that methods 
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employed previously failed to consider parallel dimensions of 

status. The measurement of status crystallization attempts to 

provide a means by which all of the various statuses which might 

describe an individual's rank in a given hierarchy are amalgamated 

into a single representative function of the consistency of each 

status. Lenski suggested that such a measurement would rectify some 

of the incongruities met in traditional explanations of the 

political behavior of individuals and groups. 

Assuming the utility of such a technique, Lenski employed the 

measurement of status crystallization in an attempt to predict the 

political preference of his sample. Initial results indicated that 

the proportion of respondents supporting the Deioocratic candidates 

was greater in the low status crystallization group than in the 

high crystallization category. The imposition of stringent controls 

on both groups seemed to allow the following generalizations: 

1. Regardless of the direction of status crystallization 
experienced, individuals exhibiting low status 
crystallization express liberal political 
tendencies. 

2. Certain types of status inconsistency are ioore 
conducive to liberal political tendencies than 
are others. 

(Lenski: 1954) 

The following explanation appears to be consistent with 

Lenski's findings. Individuals who display a low degree of status 

crystallization are confronted by certain pressures in their 

environment. The individual who experiences a high.ranking on the 

dimension of occupation, for example, but who is ranked low on 
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ethnicity, may feel frustrated by his situation. In addition, 

unpredictable, and at times, unfavorable, reactions of other persons 

toward the inconsistent individual may further contribute to 

such frustration. Persons experiencing such inconsistency may 

feel dissatisfied with the existing social order - an order which 

has contributed to their frustrations - and perceive opportunities 

which encourage social change as beneficial to them. For instance, 

support of a liberal political party advocating social change may 

be viewed by the individual as an opportunity to improve his 

surroundings. Failure on the part of a status inconsistent 

individual to support social change may be attributed to his 

inability to express displeasure with the existing social environment 

and his concomitant internalization of the blame for his present 

position. Bell (1968), in his study of Sruthern and Northern blacks, 

notes the greater intensity with which the Southern blacks, victims 

of their social circumstances, internalized the blame for their 

inconsistency, as compared with the reactions of Northern blacks. 

Lenski suggests that differential socialization may, in part, determine 

the ability of the individual to redirect his displeasure with the 

social system, 

The theme of status crystallization and its effect on political 

behavior has been explored by a number of other authors as well, In 

particular, Irwin Goffman (1957) seems to logically extend the thesis 

purported by Lenski. Goffman argues that preference for social 

change may be requisite for the existence of social movements and, 
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in turn, status inconsistency may be a major factor related to the 

desire for social change. The ambiguity of reference experienced 

by the status inconsistent individual prevents the formation of a 

unified self-concept by ego, and he perceives a change in the 

emrironment as a means of reducing pressures. For example, 

dissolution of racial prejudice may relieve the pressure experienced 

by some groups. It is further postulated that one means of 

transforming the environment is to alter the present distribution of 

power. The results of his study lend credence to the hypothesis 

that individuals experiencing status inconsistency, in general, 

favor a redistribution of power in society. One qualification 

rust be added, however, Individuals occupying the most prestigious 

occupational level as employed by Goffman, but who were otherwise low 

on status crystallization, tended to support a change in the 

distribution of power on the national level to a greater extent than 

individuals in either of the other two occupation categories employed, 

Goffman attributes this finding to the perception, on the part of 

the individual, of limited opportunities for upward vertical mobility, 

In so doing, he suggests that vertical social mobility is viewed as 

an alternative solution to releasing pressures placed on the 

individual by status inconsistency, To swnmarize, an increase in 

status inconsistency, coupled with a decrease in opportunities for 

vertical mobility, will result in an increase or strengthening of 

one's preference for change in the social or political climate. 
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The findings of a study conducted by Broom and Jones (1970) 

seem to parallel those of Goff mm, Al though absolute comparability 

is not possible because the former study was conducted in Australia• 

it seems fruitful to discuss these findings because of the 

interpretation afforded by the authors. The results of the Broom 

and Jones study indicate that individuals high on the education 

ladder but low in the areas of income and occupation did not 

support a change in the social system, In contrast, those individuals 

ranking high on the dimensions of occupation and income appeared to 

elect to change, in some way, the prevailing social environment, 

It is suggested that the individual who has obtained the skills 

offered by education, but who has failed to apply such skills 

attributes such a failure to personal inadequacies rather than to a 

dysfunctioning of the social system, On the other hand, individuals 

who have struggled up the occupational ladder without the advantages 

of education perceive the social structure as a resistant object 

and desire the implementation of change, The imposition of 

Goffmm's interpretation of the perception of limited opportunity 

for further vertical mobility on the findings reported by Broom 

and Jones may strengthen the support for the farmer's contention 

that status inconsistency, accompanied by limited opportunities 

for vertical mobility. precipitates attitudes favorable to social 

change • This change is presumed to alter the environment in such a 

way as to relieve the pressures perceived by the individual as 

emmating from the existing social structure. 
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To this point it would appear that low status crystallization 

precipitates feelings of dissatisfaction with the existing social 

order, and that realization by the individual of such a condition 

catalyzes preference for some type of social change. In addition, 

there is some indication that the direction or nature of crystalli-

zation predetermines the strength of the individual's desire for 

such change, 

David Segal (1969) suggests that discrepancies between 

achieved and ascribed statuses may be the most salient sources of 

pressure on the individual. In particular, Segal notes that an 

individual tends to think of himself in terms of his highest 

position of status, while significant others view him as occupying 

the lowest position which may be accorded him, regardless of the 

salience of this dimension. It is this process, maintains Segal, 

which creates the pressures experienced by the individual. In the 

political realm, pressures may stem from within the individual or 

may, in fact, be a consequence of a particular political issue. 

While Segal's interpretations may be somewhat tenuous, it is 

important to note his recognition of the variation in pressures 

resulting from achieved and ascribed statuses. 

Political ideologies of status inconsistent individuals were 

examined by Bell (1968). His study explored the discrepancies in 

achieved and ascribed statuses among members of the organization 

CORE. In particular, he was concerned with individual acceptance or 

rejection of nonviolence as advocated by the organization. His 
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findings seem to suggest incongruence of attitudes and actions 

among individuals ranking high on achieved status but low on 

ascribed status. Radical rejection of nonviolence was voiced by 

black respondents residing in the North who had achieved high 

rankings on the dimensions of occupation and education. Their· 

Southern counterparts, displaying a high degree of status crystalli-

zation, expressed more nnderate political ideologies. Bell's 

interpretation of these findings suggests that Northern residents 

were exposed to higher expectations but, also, greater disappointments. 

Status inconsistent individuals exposed to such an environment 

favored nnre radical tactics in attempts to implement social change. 

Bell failed, however, to show that beliefs and actions were 

consistent, In fact, it appeared that status inconsistent individuals 

who ranked high on achieved status dimensions ~ere 1:111willing to 

activate their radical tactics. In addition to status inconsistency, 

there also exists inconsistency of beliefs and actions. 

Alternative responses to incongruent status patterns include 

selective participation in voluntary associations. Lenski (1956) 

investigated the social participation of respondents, with particular 

intent on demonstrating the differences in motivation for seeking 

membership in voluntary associations between consistent and 

inconsistent individuals. The results of the study indicated that 

status inconsistent individuals more often mentioned non-sociable 

reasons as precipitating their membership. 
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The notion of voluntary associations as instruments of response 

to dissatisfaction with the environment is not new, On a more 

general plane, we may observe voluntary associations as integrative 

mechanisms in a society, Babdruk and Edwards (1965) explore the 

integrative function of associations at the social psychological 

as well as the sociological level, Complementing this approach is 

the work of Arnold Rose (1966) which outlines three major functions 

performed by voluntary associations; namely, citizen acquisition of 

power at the connmnity or national level; the affording of increased 

awareness on the part of the citizen of how the system operates; and 

finally, serving as mechanisms of social change, highly responsive to 

expressed needs within the system itself, The first two functions 

outlined by Rose suggest the personal quality of integration provided 

by associations, 

It is again Weber who sets the precedent for the study of 

associations as possible alternative responses to incongruent status 

configurations, Dubbing America the "association-land par excellence" 

(1972:20), Weber suggests the possible influence which association 

membership may have on the structure of the individual's ego. 

M)re generally, he suggests the pervasiveness of associations -

their seemingly unintended influence in areas not previously 

designated for consideration, As an example he presents the 

singing club of Germany and its apparent political desideratum. 

In addition he suggests that: 
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.,,the problem is that of the unconscious 
influencing of the whole conduct of a man 
by the content of the activity of the 
association. But there are all sorts of 
ruances in the manner in which-associations 
devoted to technical and tangible objectives 
reach over into the field of influencing and 
regulating the general conduct of life. 

(1972:22) 

To wit, association membership may serve a nultitude of purposes 

independent of the intended origin of the association, provided the 

individual is cognizant of the organization's malleability. The 

pervasive influence of voluntary associations is borne out, 

empirically, in the work of Freeman and Showel (1952), Within this 

context we may consider association membership as a feasible alternative 

response to status inconsistency. 

Before examining a combination of any of the aforementioned 

responses to status inconsistency, it is necessary to examine more 

closely the nature of such a state, In particular, the distinction 

JTUst be made as to the combination of rankings on particular status 

hierarchies. That is, it is impossible to assume that all combinations 

of inconsistency will predispose an individual to a particular 

response. Instead, care nust be taken to discriminate between those 

individuals whose inconsistency arises as a result of an incongruence 

of achieved and ascribed statuses and those whose inconsistency is 

simply a product of various configurations of achieved statuses 

only (Lenski; 1954; Rush:1967; Segal:1969), 
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With the above mentioned qualifications in mind it is possible 

to conceive of a given configuration of inconsistent statuses as 

eliciting from the individual a particular response, Rush (1967) 

notes that individuals experiencing a low rank on the income 

hierarchy and a high rank on the education hierarchy do not display 

a high incidence of right-wing extremism. His findings lend support 

to Lenski's more general contention (1954; 1956) that specific 

patterns of status inconsistency will provoke differential responses, 

However, the importance of cautious stipulation of criteria for 

defining a liberal or conservative ideology must be realized, 'Ibat 

is to say, consideration of extremism nust take into account the 

various dimensions of that concept (Kelly and Chambliss:1966). When 

one attempts to measure liberalism or conservatism, the various 

dimensions of the concepts, such as economic or non-economic aspects, 

nust be recognized. For example, Lipset (1955) suggests that 

economic liberalism is correlated inversely with socioeconomic status, 

while non-economic liberalism is associated positively with 

socioeconomic status. The importance of income level in determining 

economic attitudes is implicit in Rush's research (1967), He 

suggests that individuals with low income are aware of the need for 

income redistribution in the country, 

Kelly and Chambliss (1966) assert that their findings would 

lead one to believe that educational attainment is most important, 

among other status variables, in determining political attitudes, 

Specifically, they conclude that the higher one's level of education, 
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the greater the likelihood of expressing a liberal political 

doctrine, When one attempts to measure liberalism or conservatism, 

the various dimensions of the concepts nust be recognized, While 

this research purports to include only two - economic and non-economic -

a number of other aspects have been suggested (Kerr:1952), To this 

extent, when speaking of liberalism or conservatism as a reaction to 

status inconsistency, the reaction may, in fact, assume several 

dimensions. 

Given the above assumption that status inconsistent individuals 

experience ambiguity in their social relationships and that their 

response to such a situation may be couched in a reaction to the 

pre-existing conditions of the social structure, it seems apparent 

that a number of possible responses may be combined, For instance, a 

status inconsistent individual who assumes a stance of liberalism 

(economic and/or non-economic) may elect membership in a voluntary 

association, the goals of which are congruent with his own, Or again, 

that inconsistent individual who assumes an ideology of conserv-atism 

may also elect membership in an association which he perceives as 

espousing goals compatible with his own. Rose (1966) suggests the 

cogency of this proposition when outlining what he considers to be 

the three main functions of voluntary associations (see above), 

Lenski (1956) implicitly states the possibility of certain patterns 

of response to inconsistency but fails to explore beyond speculation, 
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Statement of the Problem 

The problem to be explored in this study is that of determining 

specifically the patterns of status inconsistency which dispose an 

individual to react to his inconsistency in terms of expressing an 

ideology of liberalism or conservatism, More specifically, it is 

necessary to determine if differences accrue on the basis of 

economic or non-economic liberalism (or conservatism), In addition, 

the question is raised as to whether or not membership in a specific 

voluntary association is reflective of a given ideology, 

Statement of the Hypotheses 

The general hypotheses to be considered are as follows: 

I, Individuals displaying different configurations 
of status inconsistency, as measured by 
differential rankings on the occupation, 
education, and income hierarchies will differ 
in their expression of liberal or conservative 
ideologies as measured on economic and non-
economic dimensions. 

II, Status inconsistent individuals characterized 
by high education, in combination with different 
rankings on occupation and income, will tend to 
be liberal on the non-economic dimension to a 
greater extent than individuals characterized by 
low education, 

III, Status inconsistent individuals characterized 
by high income, in combination with different 
rankings on occupation and education, will tend 
to be conservative on the economic dimension to 
a greater extent than individuals characterized 
by low income, 
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IV. Status inconsistent individuals are more 
likely than status consistent :individuals to 
perceive their membership :in vollilltary 
associations as :instl1ll1lental :in nature, 
regardless of the actual nature of the 
association itself. 



Sampling Procedure 

Chapter II 

Methodology 

The population scrutinized in this study may be defined as all 

persons over 18 years of age residing in households that were listed 

as non-toll nwnbers in the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone directory 

for the Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Radford, Shawsville, Virginia 

area (December, 1971). Defining the population in this manner 

permitted the use of the telephone interview as a means of sample 

contact. As Ibsen and Ballweg (1972) note, to define a population 

as all households in a given geographic area, and then to select 

the sample on the basis of numbers listed in the telephone directory 

results in a sample which is incompatible with the population as 

defined, In the same context, generalizations as regards any 

findings generated by the study JJUlSt be confined to the population 

as specified. It is not possible, on the basis of the present sample, 

to discuss findings in terms of the entire population within the 

geographic boundaries mentioned above. Interpretation and 

generalizability a~e restricted to populations closely resembling 

that of the Blacksburg area - individuals residing in rural, college 

towns who avail themselves of telephone service, 

By use of a table of random nwnbers, a specific starting point 

was selected for each colUJJU1 and page of the directory, The process 

18 
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was repeated for selection of a second number on each colUIIU1 and 

page, Residential numbers located at the selected lines on each 

page of the directory constituted the sampling frame. The sampling 

procedure generated 500 listings. Despite the.fact that the 

directory was less than a month old at the time phone contacts were 

ma.de, 26 numbers were reported as disconnected. An additional 19 

numbers were disqualified since they were located external to the 

Blacksburg exchange. 

At least three attempts were ma.de to contact the 455 selected 

numbers. Phone contacts were attempted at various hours from 

9:00 a,m, until 8:00 p.m., both during the week and on weekends. All 

numbers were contacted by a single interviewer. 

Despite a considerable effort to contact all selected numbers• 

50 residences were excluded from the sample because no answer was 

received after three attempts. An additional 75 contacts (18 .5%) 

resulted. in refusals to participate in all or part of the interview. 

A crude analysis of the intact sample of 330 respondents 

revealed rather critical inadequacies of classificatory information 

for a number of the subjects.* This realization resulted in 

further attempts to recontact the respondents to secure the needed 

data. Consequently, an additional four subjects were excluded 

from the sample in question due to an inability to properly identify 

*It was necessary to recontact subjects who were students in an 
attempt to ascertain father's occupation as a basis for categorization 
into an occupational prestige level. · 
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the individual who had granted the initial interview or to simple 

failure to achieve contact after repeated attempts. 

In addition to sample reduction precipitated by inadequate 

data, nine other respondents were eliminated from the sample as a 

result of their refusal to reveal critical classificatory infonnation 

which inhibited proper analysis. The final, working sample consisted 

of 317 respondents. 

Interview Technique 

Respondents were administered a structured interview schedule 

via telephone communication. Use of the telephone as a means of 

respondent contact was dictated by a number of considerations. 

Most obvious among these was the fact that the telephone offered 

the most convenient and expedient approach available to the researcher. 

While the use of the mail survey and the personal interview 

technique were considered, neither approach offered as viable 

an alternative as the telephone interview. The mailed questionnaire 

was dismissed as a possible technique due to its reputed low 

completion rate (Helmstadter: 1970). Although the personal interview 

proved enticing, the technique was vetoed as a consequence of the 

high cost involved, as well as the extended period of time which 

would have been demanded as a result of its use. 

The decision to employ the telephone technique was influenced 

by substantial past evidence to the effect that the telephone 
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provides a viable method in particular circumstances similar to 

those encountered here, Stanley Payne (1956) noted that a 

comparatively high telephone saturation has been achieved throughout 

the United States, thereby significantly reducing past limitations 

which may have deterred researchers from employing the technique, 

Specifically, 92 percent of all households in the United States, 

excluding Alaska and Hawaii, maintain telephones on the premises 

(Ibsen and Ballweg: 1972), However, it is recognized that through 

the use of the telephone as the principal mode of contact, a unique 

niche of the population has been excluded, and this fact nust be 

considered in any attempts to extend subsequent findings, 

In addition to Payne's argument, further light is shed on 

the distinct problems encountered when employing the telephone in 

research, Specifically, Colornbotos (1965) addressed the previous 

contention that telephone interviews elicit socially acceptable 

response patterns, In a study designed to compare responses 

emanating from both telephone and personal, face-to-face interviews, 

Colornbotos revealed that, in fact, telephone responses appeared to 

be less biased in the direction of social acceptance than were 

responses elicited in the personal interviews, 

Complementing the above arguments is the further contention 

that the telephone provides a reasonably private and efficient means 

of obtaining necessary information on any number of issues, In 

particular, it was felt that the scope of information demanded by 

this survey was of a relatively impersonal quality and highly 
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amenable to telephone contact. In summary, the advantages of the 

telephone interview, as enumerated above, far outweighed the implied, 

and often overemphasized, disadvantages, and the telephone was 

employed, taking into consideration the nature of necessary 

qualifications which may apply to the impending results.* 

Interview Schedule 

As mentioned above, a structured interview schedule was 

administered to the sample respondents, A reproduction of the 

schedule can be found in Appendix A, In addition to classificatory 

information such as age, marital status, education, occupation, and 

annual family income, respondents were asked a number of questions 

concerning membership in voluntary associations, When respondents 

mentioned affiliation, questions resembling Chapin's scale of social 

participation (in Bonjean, et al,:1967) were applied, Simple fact 

of membership, attendance at meetings, financial contributions to 

the organization, and the holding of cornrnitteeships and offices were 

requested of each respondent who indicated involvement in a 

voluntary association, Subjects were also asked to consider two 

statements in light of their membership in a particular association, 

Specifically, the respondents were offered the following two 

*For a recent summary of the pros and cons of telephone 
interviews, see Charles A, Ibsen and John A, Ballweg, "Telephone 
Interviews in Social Research: Some ~thodological Considerations." 
1972. Unpublished manuscript. 
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descriptive sets of statements adopted from the work of Jacoby and 

Babchuk (1963), and requested to suggest which of the two best 

defined the particular organization: 

1. The activities of the group in which I take 
part are valuable in and for themselves, I 
do these things just for the sake of doing 
them, I do not expect to achieve any other 
purpose. (Expressive) 

2. The reason why I participate in the activities 
of this group is that the group seeks to bring 
about goals which I consider to be desirable. 
I participate in this organization because it 
attempts to accomplish purposes for which I 
stand. (Instrumental) 

By use of the above two statements it was felt that some measure of 

the respondent's perception of his membership in the association 

would be achieved. A question designed to elicit the subject's 

consideration of the greatest advantage which accrues as a result 

of his membership was also included in the schedule, 

While the basic characteristics of education, occupation*, and 

income were employed in the creation of an index of status 

crystallization, it was felt that an internal measure of subjective 

crystallization would provide further insight into the problem tmder 

consideration. As a result, questions pertaining to ideal education, 

occupation, and income, as perceived by the respondent were included 

*For purposes of analysis here, occupations were translated into 
occupational prestige levels, employing the NORC ratings. See 
Albert J. Reiss, et al, Occupations and Social Status. New York: 
The Free Press ofGlencoe, Inc, 1961, 
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in the interview schedule. Supplementary to this information, 

respondents were asked to identify that characteristic which they 

considered to be of greatest importance, and that of least importance, 

to the exclusion of all save education, occupation, and income. 

As a means of tapping political and economic conservatism -

liberalism, two prefabricated scales of some repute were included 

in the interview schedule. M::Closky's scale of political conservatism 

(1958) was selected as most appropriate to this study. Composed of 

nine items to which the respondent is requested to respond 

dichotonnusly, agree or disagree, it is a simple additive model, 

and is in sharp contrast to previously employed techniques designed to 

realize the political attitudes of individuals.* 

A modified version of Laumann's scale of economic liberalism 

(1966) was selected as the appropriate technique for identifying 

economic attitudes of the respondents. While the original scale was 

composed of six items, concern for interview length demanded 

exclusion of three items. Selection of the proper items was dictated 

by precedent. In their study of social participation and status 

crystallization, Laumann and Segal (1971) adapted an abbreviated 

version of the original scale and that modified version was employed 

here. Again, a simple additive model is in application, 

*For example, simple enumeration of party preference and voting 
record was the technique utilized by Lenski (1954). Concern for 
interview length rendered mandatory the selection of a direct, 
concise scale. 
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One further comment as regards the interview schedule seems 

appropriate, With respect to the demographic characteristics of 

occupation and income, where applicable, respondents were requested 

to report their spouse's or parent's occupation, and the income of 

the family unit.* Such modification would appear to shift the 

emphasis away from the individual in the direction of the family, 

Justification for this imposition, however, is claimed on the basis 

of the work of Talcott Parsons (1953), 

Selected Respondent Characteristics 

In light of the realization that all analysis and subsequent 

results and implications will naturally be influenced by the nature 

of the sample and the interview technique, a cursory view of 

respondent characteristics is offered, From Table I it can be 

seen that nearly two-thirds (61.2%; N=194) of the sample was female, 

The sample was composed of a large number of respondents under 

25 years of age (43.2%; N=l37). This fact may be attributed to the 

preponderance of students in the area, as both Blacksburg and Radford 

share the common characteristic of being college towns, The second 

largest proportion of respondents (21.1%; N=67) fell into the age 

category 25 to 34 years, Significantly fewer individuals were of 

*In a study conducted in 1969, Ballweg finds a reasonable 
correlation between family members' reports of .. such characteristics 
as income and occupation, See John A, Ballweg, ''Husband-Wife Response 
Similarities on Evaluative and Non-Evaluative Survey Questions," 
The Public Opinion Quarterly 33: 249-54. 



Sex 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

26 

TABLE I 

Number and Percent of Respondents 

According to Sex 

N=317 

Number 

123 

194 

317 

Percent 

38,8 

61.2 

100,0 



Age 

Under 25 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65 and over 

TOTAL 

27 

TABLE II 

Number and Percent of Respondents 

According to Age 

N=317 

Number 

137 

67 

41 

28 

23 

21 

317 

Percent 

43.2 

21.1 

13,0 

8,8 

7,3 

6,6 

100.0 
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retirement age (6 .6%; N=21) 1 as demonstrated in Table II. Of the 

remaining 92 respondents, 41 (13.0%) were between the ages of 35. 

and 44, \\bile 8 .8 percent (N=28) were 45 to 54 years of age and . 

7 .3 percent (N=23) were between the ages of 55 and 64. 

Classification of respondents according to marital status 

revealed that over one-half of the respondents, or 57.1 percent 

(N.,.,181) were married, \\bile another 36 .3 percent (N=ll5) of the 

subjects were single (Table III). Divorced or widowed persons 

composed only 6.6 percent of the sample (N=7 and N=l4 1 respectively). 

An examination of the sample subjects according to educational 

attai.ruoont revealed that a large proportion of individuals (62.5%; 

N=198) had experienced at least m:inim..un exposure to higher education 

beyond the high school level. In contrast, relatively few 

respondents had failed to atta:in at least some high school education 

(9.5%; N=30). Specifically, from Table IV we see that 62 

respondents (19.5%) had completed high school, while over twice 

that number (41.0%; N=l30) had encountered a college milieu for 

some pericxl of time. This fact may again be explained by the 

collegiate atmosphere in \\hich the study took place. In addition 

to those individuals reporting some college experience, 25 

respondents (7.9%) noted that they had completed their college 

education. Those :individuals \\ho reported pursuit of education 

beyond the college level numbered 331 or 10.4 percent of the sample. 

Examining the occupational status of the sample (Table V), we 

f:ind that the greatest proportion of respondents was found in the 
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TJ\l3LE III 

Number and Percent of Respondents 

According to ~1arital Status 

N=317 

/\1ar ital Status Number 

;,13.rried 181 

Single llS 

Divorced 7 

~'lidowed 14 

TOTAL 317 

Percent 

57 .1 

36.3 

2.2 

4.4 

100 .o 
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TABLE IV 

Number and Percent of Respondents 

According to Education 

N=317 

Education Nllll1ber 

Some Grade School 24 

Grade School 6 

Some High School 27 

IIigh School 62 

Post High/Trade/Business 10 

Some College 130 

Graduate College 25 

Post College 33 

TOTAL 317 

Percent 

7.6 

1.9 

8.5 

19.5 

3.2 

41.0 

7.9 

10.4 

100,0 



Occupational 

Employed 

Housewife 

Student 

Disabled 

Retired 

Unemployed 

TOTAL 

31 

TABLE V 

Number and Percent of Respondents 

According to Occupational Status 

N=317 

Status Number 

84 

97 

116 

3 

12 

5 

317 

Percent 

26.5 

30.6 

36.6 

0.9 

3.8 

1.6 

100,0 
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category 'student' (36.6%; N=ll6). Included in this category are 

both undergraduates and graduate students. Continuing to examine the 

occupational characteristics of the respondents, it is noted that 

26.5 percent of the respondents (N=84) reported full-time employ-

ment. An additional 97 respondents (30.6%) were classified as 

housewives. The remaL~der of the sample composed of disabled, 

retired, and presently unemployed individuals, contributing to 

0.9 percent (N=3), 3,8 percent (N=l2), and 1.6 percent (N=S), 

respectively. 

Examining Table VI, it is found that the highest proportion 

of subjects reported an annual family income in excess of $15,000 

(30.2%; N=96). In comparison, 49 individuals (15.5%) maintained an 

annual income under $5,000. The remaining income intervals of 

$5,000 to $10,000 and $10,000 to $15,000, display nearly equal 

distributions of respondents, with 26,5 percent or 84 individuals 

falling into the lower interval, and 88 individuals or 27,8 percent 

of the sample encountered in the higher interval. 

In addition to the above basic demographic variables, the 

sample was examined with respect to its voluntary association 

membership. Somewhat consistent with the results of national surveys 

analyzed by Hyman and Wright (1971), slightly over one-half of the 

sample (54.9%; N=l74) reported no memberships in voluntary 

associations (Table VII). Of the entire sample of 317 respondents, 

143 individuals, or 45.1 percent, indicated that they ITaintained at 
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TABLE VI 

Nwnber and Percent of Respondents 

According to Annual Income 

N=317 

Annual Income Nwnber 

Under $5,000 49 

$5,000-$10,000 84 

$10,000-$15,000 88 

Over $15,000 96 

TOTAL 317 

Percent 

15.5 

26.5 

27 .8 

30.2 

100 .o 
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TABLE VII 

Number and Percent of Respondents 

According to Merrbership in Voluntary Associations 

N=317 

Membership in 
Voluntary Associations Number 

Member 143 

Non-Member 174 

TOTAL 317 

Percent 

45,1 

54.9 

100 .o 
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TABLE VIII 

Number and Percent of Respondents 

According to Number of Wemberships in Vollllltary Associations 

N=317 

Number of 
:t-.~mberships Number Percent 

None 174 54.9 

One 77 24,3 

Two 37 11, 7 

Three 22 6.9 

Four 2 0,6 

Five 4 1.3 

Six 1 0.3 

TOTAL 317 100 .o 
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TABLE IX 

Number and Percent of Respondents 

Retaining ~~mbership in Voluntary Associations 

According to Number of Memberships 

N=l43 

Number of Voluntary 
Association ~~mberships Number 

One 77 

Two 37 

Three 22 

Four 2 

Five 4 

Six 1 

TOTAL 143 

Percent 

53.8 

25.9 

15.4 

1.4 

2,8 

0,7 

100.0 
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least one membership in a voluntary association. 

Of those respondents enumerating membership in an association, 

over one-half reported a single membership only (53.8%; N=77). From 

Tables VIII and IX we observe that an additional 37 respondents 

reported two memberships (25.9%), while 22 subjects (15.4%) elicited 

three affiliations. The number of respondents who belonged to 

more than three voluntary associations was relatively low: two 

subjects reported participation in four associations (1.4%), four 

individuals mentioned five affiliations (2.8%), and one person 

reported six association memberships (0.7%). 

Proposed Analysis 

Following the technique employed by Lenski (1954), respondents' 

index of status crystallization will be computed on the basis of 

percentile rankings in all three status hierarchies - education, 

occupation, and income. As some criticism has been raised as to the 

use of an objective measure of status inconsistency (Blalock and 

Blalock: 19E8), in place of a subjective technique, a cross analysis 

of ideal compared to actual attainment in each of the status hierarchies 

will be carried out, employing the Pearson product moment correlation 

coefficient. An appropriate test of significance will be applied 

in examination of the hypotheses, with a mandatory level of p.!::.05 

in effect. 

As mentioned earlier, the VcClosky and Laurrann scales are to be 
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employed in the determination of political and economic conservatism -

liberalism. While both scales have been utilized in previous research 

and scale reliabilities ascertained, reliability coefficients will 

be determined as well in this study, executing the familiar fornula: 

r = kr ------
1 + (k-l)r 

where k is the nwnber of items in the scale and r is the mean 

correlation determined from the matrix (Nunnally: 1967:193). 

Anticipating the necessity to dichotomize data so as to fulfill 

minirrum cell requirements, the correlation coefficient 'phi' 1 a 

special case of the product moment correlation coefficient (Nunnally: 

1967:118) will be employed in the analysis of data. Incumbent on 

the use of the correlation coefficient is the necessity to apply 

the appropriate test of significance. In this case, the statistic 

to be employed is the t-test, The~ priori determined level of 

p!;::.,05 will be in effect for acceptance of the hypotheses. 

Criteria designed by Babchuk and Gordon (1962) for inclusion 

of voluntary associations in various typological categories 

(instrurrental, expressive, instrumental-expressive) will be employed 

here in determining the nature of voluntary association membership. 

A comparison of consistent and inconsistent respondents' classifica-

tions of respective memberships will be carried out, again employing 

the phi correlation coefficient. 



Chapter III 

Analysis of Data 

Before ex~~ining analysis of the data relating to each 

hypothesis, a short description of the preliminary steps necessary 

to complete the analysis is offered. Designation of the index of 

status crystallization and corr:putation of the summated scale scores 

for both the ~tClosky and Laumann items will provide for a more 

precise presentation of the analysis as it was carried out. 

Following the procedure employed in the past for the determina-

tion of an individual's index of status crystallization, frequency 

distributions were obtained for each status hierarchy in question, 

namely, education, occupational prestige, and income. To afford 

greater comparability of scores on the three hierarchies, alternative 

ranks were assigned on the basis of the midpoint of the percentile 

range for each position in a given hierarchy. On the basis of a 

person's deviation from the mean of his three assigned hierarchy 

scores, a numerical index of crystallization was computed. For 

purposes of semantic clarification, the computed index was subtracted 

from 100, enabling one to speak of persons characterized by low 

status crystallization as having a low index score, thus permitting 

a similar comparison with individuals whose statuses were highly 

crystallized. Realizing the limits placed on analysis conducted 

with minimal cell frequencies, the index scores were dichotomized. 

As a natural break in the data was observed at the index level of 70, 

39 
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all respondents whose crystallization score fell at or below this 

mark were labeled 'low', or status inconsistent, and all whose score 

greater than 70 were labeled 'high' or status consistent. As a 

result of this dichotomization the sample was divided into 

approximately one-third status inconsistents and two-thirds status 

consistents. 

Originally, it was our intention to compare ideal and actual 

indices of status crystallization. However, failure on the part of 

a large number of respondents to report ideal occupations and/or 

family incomes rendered this task impossible. Instead, a comparison 

was made simply of the ideal and actual reports of education, 

occupation, and income separately, A product moment correlation 

coefficient of .49 and .44 was revealed for the hierarchies of 

education and income, respectively (both significant, p:=.01). A 

modest correlation coefficient of ,07 (p~.129) was found for the 

variables of ideal and actual occupational prestige, The modesty 

of this relationship may be attributed to the apparent tendency to 

'dream' when asked to suggest an ideal occupation - a housewife 

with a high school education reported that 'physician' would be 

her ideal occupation; a business consultant expressed the desire to 

be a "capitalist peasant", On the basis of the above little may be 

said as regards the correspondence of the ideal and actual indices of 

crys talli za tion. 

As mentioned previously, the M:Closky scale of political 

conservatism employs a simple additive model. Agreement with each 
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of the scale items is assigned the value of one while disagreement 

is alternately scored zero. Consequently, agreement with all nine 

of the scale items would yield a total scale score of nine, while 

disagreement with all nine statements, a total scale score of zero. 

A more detailed breakdown of scoring procedure may be found in 

Appendix B, Again, in the interests of dichotomization, respondents 

agreeing with four or fewer items were labeled 'Liberal' while those 

who responded affirmatively to five or more items were considered 

as politically 'Conservative' in the present analysis. 

A similar procedure was followed for assigning total scores 

on the Laumann scale of economic liberalism (see Appendix B). 

Preliminary analysis revealed that the mean scale score for all 

respondents was slightly over five, and it was decided to consider 

all respondents whose total scale score was less than or equal to 

four as 'Liberals' while those who displayed a scale score greater 

than five were labeled 'Conservative'. 

Before further analysis is considered here, some discussion 

must be offered of the reliability of the two scales under consider-

ation. While both scales displayed some degree of apparent face 

validity, the reliability of each was somewhat questionable. The 

~tClosky scale of political conservatism revealed a reliability 

coefficient of .73, based on a sample size of 309,* In contrast, 

*It was necessary to drop eight respondents from the analysis 
of each individual scale due to failure to respond to a sufficient 
number of items. In the case of the McClosky scale, total scale 
scores were computed for individuals completing seven or eight of 



42 

analysis of the Laumann scale indicated that the scale was not 

highly reliable, yielding a coefficient of ,37**, again based on a 

sample size of 309. 

With the introduction of status variables further dichotomization 

became necessary. As a result the variables of education, 

occupational prestige, and annual family income were dichotomized 

following the dictates of the mean for each particular status 

hierarchy.*** 

Hypothesis I 

The first hypothesis to be considered in this analysis is as 

follows: 

Individuals displaying different configurations 
of status inconsistency, as measured by 
differential rankings on the occupation, 
education, and income hierarchies will differ 
in their expression of liberal or conservative 
ideologies as measured on economic and 

the nine items. Subjects who responded to two of the three items 
employed in the Lawnann scale also received a computed scale score. 
In both cases, scale scores were computed on the basis of the mean 
response to the items actually completed, 

**The low reliability of the Laumann scale and the subsequent 
effects which this will have on further analysis is recognized. 
However, it was decided that the intact scale should be employed in 
further analysis because of its use in prior studies, Omission of a 
single item would render any further hypotheses testing fruitless, 

***Education (Technical school or less= Low; Some College or 
higher= High); Occupational Prestige (Less than 68 = Low; Greater 
than 68 = High) ; Income (Under $10,000 = Low; Over $10,000 = High) 
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non-economic dimensions. 

A test of the above hypothesis demands a comparison and 

exan1ination of the response patterns of status inconsistent individuals 

to each of the scales mentioned earlier, the M::Closky and Laumann 

scales. 

lVith reference to Tables X and XI, it may be seen that status 

inconsistent individuals characterized by high education in 

conjunction with alternate rankings on the occupation and income 

hierarchies exhibit, to a slightly greater extent than do incon-

sistents characterized by low education, a liberal response pattern 

on the McClosky scale of political conservatism (phi= .08). For 

example, of the 58 respondents in the high education category, 49 

earned a liberal score on the ~t:Closky scale, in contrast to 36 

of the 46 respondents in the low education category, By way of 

comparison we may observe, as shown in Table XI, that highly educated 

status inconsistents (N=58) respond somewhat more conservatively 

to the Latunann scale of economic liberalism than do respondents who 

have had no college experience (phi= -.12), Whereas 40 of the 58 

highly educated respondents were conservative according to the Lawnan,~ 

scale, 27 of the 47 inconsistent persons characterized by low 

education responded conservatively to the same scale, The 

respective test of significance in each case, however, fails to 

meet the priori level of p$,05. 

Examining the effects of occupational prestige, we find no 

discrepancy in response patterns of status inconsistent individuals 
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TABLE X 

Political Ideology of Status Inconsistent Respondents 

According to Education 

N=l04 

Political Ideology 

Liberal Conservative 

Educational 
Level 

High 

Low 

49 9 

36 10 

Phi= ,08 

t = .81 (df=l02) 
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TABLE XI 

Economic Ideology of Status Inconsistent Respondents 

According to Education 

N=l0S 

Economic Ideology 

Liberal Conservative 

Educational 
Level 

High 

Low 

18 40 

20 27 

Phi= -.12 

t = -1.22 (df=l03) 
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as elicited by the ~cClosky and Lawnann scales. In both cases 

there exists a negligible positive relationship between occupational 

prestige and liberal ideology on both the economic and political 

dimensions (see Tables XII and XIII; phi= .07 and phi= ,05, 

respectively). To illustrate, of those respondents characterized 

by high occupational prestige (N=68), 57 responded in the liberal 

direction on the ~cClosky scale. Of inconsistent persons whose 

occupation was of a lower prestige level (N=36), 28 were classified 

as liberals on the same scale. 

Noting the response patterns elicited by the Lawnann scale 

(Table XIII), we observe that 42 of the 68 subjects in the high 

occupational prestige category responded in a conservative direction 

to the scale, while 25 of those in the low prestige class (N=37) 

responded similarly. For both the McClosky scale and the Lauman."'1 

scale, the t-test did not meet the requirement for statistical 

significance. 

Turning to the effects of annual f~~ily income on the 

solicitation of political and econor.ic ideologies, we again observe 

contrasting influences, although the effects are somewhat diminished 

(Tables XIV and XV). For status inconsistents who report an a."'1llual 

family income in excess of $10,000 (N=47), there is a negligible 

negative relationship between amount of incoffie and the expression of 

a liberal political ideology (phi= -.02), That is to say, there 

exists only a rrinirral tendency for respondents high on the income 

hierarchy to respond conservatively to the iterrs in the ~tClosky 
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TABLE XII 

Political Ideology of Status Inconsistent Respondents 

According to Occupational Prestige 

N=l04 

Political Ideology 

Liberal Conservative 

Occupational 
Prestige Level 

High 

Low 

57 11 

28 8 

Phi= .07 

t = .74 (df=l02) 
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TABLE XIII 

Economic Ideology of Status Inconsistent Respondents 

According to Occupational Prestige 

N=lOS 

Economic Ideology 

Liberal 

26 

Conservative 

Occupational 
Prestige Level 

High 

Low 

42 

12 25 

Phi= .05 

t = .58 (df=l03) 
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TABLE XN 

Political Ideology of Status Inconsistent Respondents 

According to Annual Family Income 

N=104 

Political Ideology 

Liberal 

38 

Conservative 

Income 
Level 

High 

Low 

9 

47 

Phi= -,02 

t = -.21 (df=l02) 
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TABLE YJ/ 

Economic Ideology of Status Inconsistent Respondents 

According to Annual Family Income 

N=l0S 

Economic Ideology 

Liberal 

19 

Conservative 

Income 
Level 

High 

Low 

29 

19 38 

Phi= ,06 

t = ,66 (df=103) 
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scale. Of those respondents who qualify for the high income 

category, 38 responded liberally to the YcClosky scale. In 

comparison, of the 57 individuals "hose income "as under $10,000 

annually, 47 responded to the scale in a liberal manner. 

Comparatively1 we note (Table N) that a slight positive 

association (phi= .06) is evident between the presence of high 

family income and the tendency to express a liberal economic 

ideology as measured by the Laumann scale, Persons characterized 

by high income who responded to the Laumann scale in a conservative 

sense numbered 29 of the 48 respondents in the high income bracket. 

Of those persons with incomes less than $10,000 annually (N=57), 

38 were placed in the conservative category. Neither of the 

correlation coefficients reported above was statistically significant. 

From the evidence cited above we may conclude that virtually 

no relationship exists between the particular configuration of 

status inconsistency and the predisposal to specific ideologies of 

economic and political liberalism or conservatism. Confirmation or 

acceptance of the first hypothesis under consideration here cannot 

be made as the respective tests of significance did not meet the 

priori level of .05. 
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Hypothesis II 

As stated in the previous chapter, the second hypothesis 

maintains that: 

Status inconsistent individuals characterjzecl 
by high education, in combination with different 
rankings on occupation and income, will tend to 
be liberal on the non-economic dimension to a 
greater extent than individuals characterized by 
low education. 

In essence, Hypothesis II suggests that status inconsistent 

individuals whose absence of status crystallization is in part 

indicated by a high ranking on the education hierarchy, in 

combination with incompatible rankings on the income and/or 

occupation hierarchies, will be predisposed to the avowal of a 

liberal political ideology to a greater extent tha.i~ will those status 

inconsistent persons whose education ranking is relatively lower. 

Only modest support is evidenced for the acceptance of this hypothesis, 

as indicated by a correlation coefficient of .08 (see Table XVI), 

Of the 58 inconsistent respondents with high education, 49 

achieved a scale score categorized as liberal, Subjects characterized 

by low education and responding to the scale in a liberal fashion 

numbered 36, while those classified as conservative numbered ten, 

In light of the relative weakness of the coefficient in conjunction 

with the appropriate test of significance, we failed to accept the 

second hypothesis generated in this study. 
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TABLE XVI 

Political Ideol_ogy of Status Inconsistent Respondents 

According to Education 

Education 
Level 

High 

Low 

N=104 

Liberal 

49 

36 

Phi= .08 

Political Ideology 

Conservative 

9 

10 

t = ,81 (df=l02) 
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Hypothesis III 

Similar in nature to the previous hypothesis stated) the 

third relationship under consideration states that: 

Status inconsistent individuals characterized 
by high inco~e, in corr.bination with different 
rankings on occupation and education, will tend to 
be conservative on the economic dimension to a 
greater extent than individuals characterized by 
low income. 

Examining the association displayed in Table XVII, we find 

that, in fact, there is some evidence to support the converse of 

Hypothesis III as stated above. A correlation coefficient of - . 06 

suggests that status inconsistent individuals characterized by high 

income, in combination with different configurations of education and 

occupation, failed to display the tendency to express a conservative 

economic ideology as elicited by the Laumaim scale of economic 

liberalism. Of the status inconsistent individuals with low annual 

income (N=57), 19 achieved a liberal score on the scale while 38 

attained a conservative score. In contrast, of the 48 inconsistent 

respondents with high annual incomes, 19 were recorded as liberal 

on the Laumann scale while 29 responded in a conservative fashion. 

In Sl.L'Tll11ary, the correlation coefficient and its accompanying test 

of significance suggest that the hypothesis cannot be accepted. 
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TABLE :XVII 

Economic Ideology of Status Inconsistent Respondents 

According to Annual Family Income 

Income 
Level 

Low 

High 

N=l05 

Liberal 

19 

19 

Economic Ideology 

Conservative 

38 

29 

Phi = - ,06 

t = -.66 (df=l03) 
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Status inconsistent individuals are more likely 
than status consistent individuals to perceive 
their membership in voluntary associations as 
instnimental in nature, regardless of the actual 
nature of the association itself. 

In order to test the nature of the relationship hypothesized 

above, a comparison was wade of the instrumental associations reported 

by inconsistent respondents with those mentioned by subjects who 

were labeled status consistent. To obtain the type of association 

under consideration, responses to the statements adopted from the 

work of Jacoby and Babchuk (1963) were used. 

A preliminary analysis of association membership revealed 

that of the 105 respondents classified as status inconsistent, 50 

percent (N=52) reported membership in at least one voluntary 

association, while the remaining 53 respondents reported no 

affiliation. In contrast, 43 percent of respondents whose index of 

crystallization was high reported membership in voluntary associations 

(N=91), while 57 percent (N=121) of the consistent persons reported 

no affiliation (see Table XVIII). 

Due to the failure to satisfy minimum cell frequency requirerr.ents, 

it was necessary to collapse the respondents' categorization of 

instrumental or instru.~ental-e.xpressive associations into one category. 

From Table XIX we see that little support is generated for acceptance 

of the hypothesis under consideration, Of the 141 voluntary association 

memberships enu.~erated by consistent respondents, 115 were classified 
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TABLE XVIII 

Membership in Voluntary Associations 

According to Index of Crystallization 

N=317 

Voluntary Association ~embership 

:ti.ember Non-Merrber 

Low 52 53 
Index of (50 .0%) (50.0%) 
Crystallization 

High 91 121 
(43.0%) (57. 0%) 
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TABLE XIX 

Type of Voluntary Association i~mbership 

According to Index of Crystallization 

N=231 

Type of Voluntary Association 

Index of 
Crystaliization 

High 

Low 

Expressive 

26 

20 

Phi = - ,05 

t = -.05 (df=229) 

Instrumental 

115 

70 
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by the respondents as :instnnnental while 52 associations were perceived 

as expressive. Comparatively, we note that inconsistent respondents 

classified 70 of their total 90 memberships as instnnnental and 20 

as CAl)ressive, A correlation coefficient of -,05 was not statistically 

significant at the~ priori level of .05, causing rejection of the 

hypothesis as stated. 



Charter IV 

s~~rn.ry and Interpretation of Findings 

'l11e effects of status interactions on several hierarchies of 

evaluation have attracted the attention of sociologists for a 

nw~ber of decades. Relying initially on the diagnostic power of 

each status dimension apart fro];', any other status indicators, 

researchers sought to attribute peculiarities in behavior to the 

influence of, for ex~~ple, educational attainment or the prestige 

factors associated with a particular occupation. The work of :'.ax 

'.'iebcr suggests, perhaps, the undue credit which was attributed to 

one's economic position as the sole determinant of life style and 

adopted conventions. 1Vhile 1'leber was cognizant of the considerable 

influence which r.nrket factors r:aintained in determining position 

in the social order, he was aware, as well, of the significance of 

non-cconor.nc issues. Both issues, the definition of market situation 

a11cl the concept of 'Stand', were catalytic agents in the 

establishment of life style. 

'lhe work of Weber notwithstanding, few sociologists W1til 

recently have fully recognized the consequences of the possible 

interactive effects of relative position in each status hierarchy. To 

speak of interaction implies something greater than the summed influence 

of, for example, education, occupation, and income. In addition, there 

is thought to exist a composite influence which embraces the 

residual effect of positions on each status dimension. In an 

60 
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attempt to incorporate this composite resultant into the research 

of sociologists, Gerhard Lenski (1954) proposed the concept of 

status crystallization. In effect, crystallization purports to 

encompass the interactive factor of various status positions as 

well as the net influence of the particular status rankings. 

Originally, Lenski introduced the measure of status crystallization 

in an attempt to elucidate the differential effects of various 

status positions on political behavior and, in particular, on the 

advocation of liberalism. 

Acknowledging the capacity of the concept to adequately depict 

the incongruence of status dimensions, a number of authors 

attempted to explore the use of crystallization, anticipating the 

expansion of the tool's power. While some elected to continue 

research in the shadow of Lenski's initial work (Goffman: 1957; 

Rush: 1967; Segal: 1969; Broom and Jones: 1970), others employed the 

concept in more innovative ways (Jackson: 1962; Jackson and Burke: 

1965; Eitzen and Bair: 1971). 

Pursuing the pr:iJrary course set by Lenski, Goffman (1957) 

investigated the demand on the part of status inconsistents for a 

redistribution of power in the social structure. Addressing 

himself to the contrast of ideal and actual power distributions, 

Goffman requested that respondents rank the existing and favored 

positions of state government, labor unions, big business, etc .. 

His findings provided further support for Lenski' s initial thesis, 

na.,~ely, that individuals whose degree of status consistency was 
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slight favored a redistribution in the existing power structure. 

This finding ·was conditioned, however, by the observation that 

inconsistent respondents characterized by high occupational prestige 

disr:layed a greater rropensity to the redistribution of power than 

those whose occupational prestige v-.ras lower, 

A further attempt to confirm the utility of the concept of 

status crystallization was made by Rush (1967). Generalizing the 

theoretical notions offered by Lenski, Rush suggested a possible 

relationship between status inconsistency and political extremism, 

both extremism of the left and the right. 11'-lhile his findings 

supported the hypothesized relationship between inconsistency and 

right-wing extremism, Rush suggested a more inclusive conclusion, 

alluding to the attraction which any form of extremism may hold for 

status inconsistents. 

Whereas Coffman (1957) and Rush (1967) confine their 

investigations to the realm of attitudes, Segal (1969) narrowed his 

study of status inconsistency to an examination of projected political 

preference. Still, he was pri1mrily concerned with the nature of 

pressures which bear upon status inconsistent individuals and the 

alternative routes which they may select in the alleviation of such 

pressures. 

Selecting an alternative avenue of investigation, Jackson (1962) 

and Jackson and Burke (1965) inspected the nature of the alleged 

pressures to which a status inconsistent person is subject. Employing 

a specially designed scale, they sought to measure the actual level 



63 

of pressure or symptoms of stress experienced by the respondents. 

They concluded that discrepancies between high ascribed and low 

achieved statuses were of particular importance as regards the 

manifestation of stress symptoms, ~bre importantly, however, 

Jackson and his associate noted the contribution of status 

crystallization, independent of status ranks, to observed differences 

in level of stress. 

Eitzen and Bair (1971) chose to explore the relationship 

between status inconsistency and schizophrenia. In so doing they 

concluded that status inconsistency may be a result of 

schizophrenia. Specifically, they noted that schizophrenic 

individuals were most frequently characterized by high education -

low occupation inconsistency, While they did not examine the actual 

½Drk history of their subjects, they suggested that the presence of 

do½nwar<l social mobility (along the occupational dimension) may be 

a consequence of the schizophrenic condition and thus precipitate a 

situation of status inconsistency. irore importantly, however, the 

nature of their findings suggests the importance of the direction of 

inconsistency in evoking differential response patterns. 

Adopting the major tenet of Lenski's initial study (1954), 

namely, that status inconsistent individuals are predisposed to the 

expression of liberal political ideologies, the present study 

attempted to further specify the reactive tendencies of status 

inconsistent individuals in terms of the specific status 

con£igurations operative and the avowal of liberal economic and 
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and political ideologies. The independent work of, among others, 

Rush (1967), and Kelly and Chambliss (1966), who speak to the 

issue of the importance of education in determining political 

attitudes, was also incorporated into the research. 

In the attempt to adequately test the relationships suggested 

by the above literature, the following hypotheses were generated: 

I. Individuals displaying different configurations 
of status inconsistency, as measured by 
differential rankings on the occupation, 
education, and income hierarchies will differ 
in their expression of liberal or conservative 
ideologies as measured on economic and non-
economic dimensions, 

II, Status inconsistent individuals characterized 
by high education, in combination with different 
rankings on occupation and income, will tend to 
be liberal on the non-economic dimension to a 
greater extent than individuals characterized by 
low education. 

III. Status inconsistent individuals characterized 
by high income, in combination with different 
rankings on occupation and education, will tend 
to be conservative on the economic dimension to 
a greater extent than individuals characterized 
by low income. 

In addition to the above, further refinement of the suggested 

alternative response to a situation of status inconsistency -

membership in voluntary associations - was examined, Specifically, 

if membership in voluntary associations may be assumed as a response 

to status inconsistency, then, it ¼~s suggested, the following 

hypothesis would hold: 

N. Status inconsistent individuals are more 
likely than status consistent individuals to 



perceive their membership :in voluntary 
associations as instrumental in nature, 
regardless of the actual nature of the 
association itself. 

To exa.~ine the above hypotheses, a sample of 317 respondents 

was generated employing a telephone survey to administer 

questionnaires. Respondents were requested to supply information 

concerning various status dimensions as well as any memberships 

which they held in voluntary associations. In addition, previously 

designed scales of political conservatism and economic liberalism 

were incorporated into the interview schedule. The former, 

~tClosky's scale, was a nine item additive model, while the latter, 

Laumann's scale, consisted of three items only. 

The necessity to collapse data :into dichotomous categories 

rendered use of the phi correlation coefficient (a special modification 

of the Pearson product moment correlation coefficient) most 

convenient. The t-test of significance was utilized to ascertain the 

plausibility of accepting or reject:ing the hypotheses as stated. 

Execution of the data analytic technique just described failed to 

show support for any of the hypothesized relationships. At best, 

only modest correlation coefficients were revealed, none of which 

were significant at the~ priori designated level of .OS. Such 

findings necessitate a reexa1nination of the research procedure adopted 

:in a.~ attempt to offer some reconciliation of past f:indings with 

present results. 
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Recognizing the low reliabilities of the scales employed in 

this study, there does exist the possibility that, in fact, the 

scales failed to tap the dimensions of economic liberalism and 

political conservatism as they have been designed to do, Researchers 

in the past, most notably Lenski (1954), have employed a situation 

specific technique to categorize individuals on the basis of 

political liberalism. 1bat is, stated preference for the Democratic 

party, and in particular, voting records in past presidential and 

state elections, have constituted the r.iajor criteria for allocation 

of respondents into liberal and conservative categories, In contrast, 

the scale employed herein presumes to tap the rather diffuse nature 

of conservatism (McClosky: 1958), as expressed in the writings of 

traditionalists (for example, Ed:rrund Burke or Andrew Hacker). The 

cogency of using a situation specific technique is suggested by 

Segal (1969) in his examination of individual political preference 

during the months directly preceding the presidential election of 

1960. I le notes the peculiarity of cross pressures incumbent upon 

Catholic voters during that election year and suggests, in general, 

the importance of relevant issues which may be situationally 

specific, What is suggested is the possible confusion which may 

accrue from attempts to expand specific feelings into the more 

general realm of major ideologies, The use of more general scales 

to tap the dimensions of political and economic liberalism may have 

contributed to the failure to show support for the hypotheses 

concerning status inconsistency and these two dimensions. 
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The rural setting in which the research was conducted may have 

contributed, to sorr,e extent, to the findings reported earlier. For 

the most part, the sample may be described in terms of college 

affiliated subjects and individuals who had no connection with 

either of the institutions of higher learning in the area. The 

large nwnber of students sampled may have had a subtle effect on 

the data generated as well. The actual comparison of inconsistent 

and consistent individuals may, in fact, rest simply on the distinction 

between those respondents maintaining ties with the university or 

college and those who do not. 

The inclusion of achieved status hierarchies only, in contrast 

to the conflicting states of achieved and ascribed status, rray have 

altered the results of the study as well, In the majority of the 

studies conducted earlier, the status dimension of race has been 

included. The decision to exclude this dimension from the present 

study was dictated by the small black population present in the area 

(under 5 percent as reported in 1970 Census of the Population for 

Virginia). Segal (1969), Segal and Knoke (1968), Geschwender (1967), 

and t<itchell (1964), ar.1ong others, note the importance of status 

visibility in determining the extent to which the effects of status 

inconsistency rraterialize, Wtltchell (1964), especially, argues that, 

indeed, responses heretofore attributed to the interaction effects 

of low status crystallization may be solely the manifestation of 

pressures emanating from racial inequalities. This possibility, in 

light of the present findings, cannot be further investigated 
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because of failure to include questions designed to elicit this 

information in the interview schedule. 

Geschwender (1967), recalling Homans' Theory of Distributive 

Justice, suggests the cogency of incongruities in investlilents and 

rewards as contributing to the rranifestation of feelings of 

inconsistency. Isolating the variables of education and ethnicity as 

demonstrative of the investment system, and income and occupation, 

of the reward system, Geschwender posits a variation of response 

patterns dependent on the nature of the investment-reward pattern. 

Again, however, the permanency of the ethnicity dimension influences 

the adoption of a particular response or solution to the problem of 

inconsistency. For example, Geschwender notes that status inconsistent 

persons characterized by low status on the ethnicity dimension 

cannot resolve this inconsistency through channels of vertical mobility 

and this fact excludes mobility as a possible response to or cure for 

their status incongruence. 

Offering an alternative explanation for the importance of status 

visibility, Segal and Knoke (1968) highlight the relevance of 

distinctions between class of destination and class of origin in an 

attempt to examine the role of social mobility in the lives of 

status inconsistents. Specifically, they contend that an individual's 

father's status becoF£s an ascribed element of one's own status 

configuration. 

Further support for the increased salience of ascribed statuses 

is generated by Laumann and Segal (1971). In particular, they 
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conclude, on the basis of their findings, that within ethnoreligiaus 

groups there r.iay exist differences in expression of political and 

economic attitudes, but that generalizations across these barriers 

are theoretically unsound. 

The lack of association demonstrated by the test of Hypothesis IV 

may be attributed, to some degree, to the measure employed to 

ascertain type of membership, and the general nature of the associations 

under consideration. 1'vhile the proportion of respondents participating 

in associations was high, a sizeable number of these associations 

were professional or quasi-professional in nature (by quasi-profess-

ional is implied affiliation of college students with the clubs 

established by their major departments, e.g., Biology Club). 

While the questions employed in this study were designed to 

explore the respondent's perception of the nature of his organization, 

only one of three possible sets of questions was included. In addition 

to the notion of internal or external ends, the aspect explored in 

this study, there also exists the consideration of irmnediate as 

opposed to postponed or delayed gratification on the part of an 

association member. As well, there is the concern with the nature 

of organizational activities and the question of who the organization 

is attempting to satisfy or influence (Jacoby and Babchuk: 1963). 

As all three aspects are concerned with the individual's perception 

of the manner in which the association functions, inclusion of the 

entire scale may have permitted an internal examination of the· 

consistency of this perception. Nevertheless, the data in this study 
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did not support the contention that status inconsistent individuals 

were more likely than consistent individuals to perceive their 

membership in voluntary associations as instrumental in nature. 

With specific reference to the contention that voluntary 

association membership may function as an alternative response to 

the condition of status inconsistency, it must be emphasized that 

the findings of this study do not compose an adequate basis for the 

rejection of this possibility. The mere response to a set of 

statements does not appear to properly exarrine the motivation behind 

the decision to seek membership in an association. ~breover, only 

slight attention has been given to the nature of individual 

participation in an association. 

It can be argued that further investigation of the relationships 

purported to exist is demanded prior to the rejection of the tenets 

set forth in this study. That is to say, we cannot dismiss the 

possibility that status inconsistent individuals express different 

political ancl economic ideologies, contingent on the nature of 

their status incongruities. There is some reason to suspect that 

specific situations rr~y precipitate such reactions. This study, 

in contrast, sought to explore the more general nature of political 

and economic liberalism. In addition, voluntary association 

rr£mbership may not be excluded from the realm of possible alternative 

responses to status inconsistency until a more thorough investigation 

is made of the nature of affiliations of status consistent and 

inconsistent persons. 
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In conclusion, it ~ay be suggested that incorporation of FDre 

reliable scales for the r.£asurement of economic and political 

liberalism, as well as questions designed to insure congruity of 

attitudes and behavior, be mandatory revisions in future research 

attempts. By such inclusion conflicting findings regarding situation 

specific and more general attitudes may be resolved. An examination 

of the contrasting effects of achieved and ascribed statuses also 

should be made. Finally, rer.Dval of the research study from the 

confines of a rural setting may contribute to the clarification of 

a rather indeterminant situation, 
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Appendix A 

Interview Schedule 



Status Inconsistency Survey 

Interview ;,,umber 

l'.ello, I am _______ , a graduate student at VPI. We are 

conducting a survey on clubs and social organizations. What I'd 

like to know is v:hether or not you belong to any clubs or social 

groups or organizations. Now, these can be local clubs, groups 

organized at the state level, or even nationally organized groups. 

Do you hold membership in any clubs or organizations? 

Yes 

No 

Refused 

~ame of the organization --------------

Do you attend their meetings? 

77 

__ Does not apply 

__ Expressive 

Instrumental 

__ Instrumental-Expressive 

Refused 

Does not apply 

Yes 

No 

Refused 
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Do you make financial contributions to the organization? 

Does not apply 

Yes 

No 

Refused 

Are you a member of any of the organization's committees? 

Do you hold ai1y offices? 

Does not apply 

Yes 

No 

Refused 

Does not apply 

Yes 

No 

Refused 

Which of the following two statements best represents your 
organization? 

1. The activities of the group in which I take part are 
valuable in and for themselves. I do these things just 
for the sake of doing them. I do not expect to achieve 
any other purpose. (Expressive) 

2. The reason why I participate in the activities of this 
group is that the group seeks to bring about goals 'Which 
I consider to be desirable. I participate in this 
organization because it atterr.pts to accomplish purposes 
for which I stand. (Instrumental) 

3. Both of the above, (Instrumental-Expressive) 
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__ Does not apply 

__ Expressive 

Instnnnental 

__ Instrurnental-EA-pressive 

Refused 

;\1ha t is the greatest advantage to you in belonging to this 
organization? 

__ Does not arply 

__ Fellowship with others 

Contact with others like ~e 

Member benefits 

__ Services provided to others 

Elected meii'ber 

Refused 

Total nw;1ber of organizational memberships 

Index of Participation 

None 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Six 
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~rn\· I ·Koader if I night get your reaction to a munber of statements. 

I 11ill reacl a sentence and then I'd like you to say whether you 

agree or disagree with the statement. Do you understand what I'm 

asking you to do? 

If you start trying to change things very nuch, you usually rr~ke 
ther;1 worse. 

__ Agree 

__ Disagree 

Don't K..'1ow 

Refused 

No l.<ltter how we like to talk about it, political authority comes 
not from us, but from some higher power. 

_Agree 

__ Disagree 

Don't Know 

Refused 

It's better to stick by what you have than to be trying new things 
you don't really know about. 

__ Agree 

__ Disagree 

Don't Know 

Refused 

A rran doesn't really get to have nuch wisdom until he's well along 
in years. 

_Agree 

__ Disagree 
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Don't Know 

Refused 

I prefer the practical man ai1y time to the :man of ideas. 

·_· _Agree 

__ Disagree 

Don't Kn.ow 

Refused 

If something grows over a long tine, there will always be rruch 
wisdom in it. 

_Agree 

__ Disagree 

Don't Know 

Refused 

I'd want to know that something would really work before I'd be 
willing to take a chance on it. 

_Agree 

__ Disagree 

Don't Know 

Refused 

All groups can live in harmony in this country without changing the 
system in any way. 

__ Agree 

__ Disagree 

Don't Know 

Refused 



82 

We nust respect the work of our forefathers and not think that .we 
know better than they did. 

__ Agree 

__ Disagree 

·Don't Know 

Refused 

In addition, I'd like to ask you a couple of other questions. 

I'm going to read to you two statements and I'd like you to tell 

me with which one you come closer to agreeing, 

1, While they do make some mistakes 1 on the whole labor unions 
are doing more good than harm, 

2 . Al though we need 1;,.bor unionism in this country, the 
way they are run now they do more harm than good,• 

__ Agree with one 

__ Agree with two 

Don't Know 

Refused 

Again)l I'd like to read two statements and then ask you to tell me · 

with which one you come closer to agreeing. 

1. The most important job for the government is to make it 
certain that·· there are good opportunities for each person 
to get ahead on his own, 

2. The most important job for the government is to make sure 
every person has a decent and steady job and standard of 
living. 

· ·_· _Agree with one 

· ·_· _·_.Agree . with two 

Don't Know 
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Refused 

In strikes and disputes between working people and employers, do 
you usually side ·v:ith the workers or with the employers? 

Workers 

__ Employers 

Neither 

Don't Know 

Refused 

For you tc gain the r:10st from your life situation, how r.uch 
education do you feel you would need? 

... What occupation would you choose? 

(Transform to NORC prestige level) 

Don't Know 

__ Sone grade school 

__ Finish grade school 

__ Some high school 

__ Finish high school 

__ Post high/trade/business 

__ Srnr.e college 

__ Graduate college 

__ Post college 

Refused 
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... What income would you wai1t? 

_Under $5,000 

_$5,000 - $10,000 

_$10,000 - $15,000 

__ Over $15,000 

__ Can't put in monetary tem,s 

Refused 

hS'1ich do you consider to be the most important to you - education, 
ocoJpation, or income? 

Education 

__ Occupation. 

Incoiile 

Education and Occupation 

Education and Incone 

Income a...~d Occupation 

Don't Know 

Refused 

1\11ich do you consider to be the least ir.:portant to you - education, 
occupation, or incoille? 

Education 

__ Occupation 

Income 

Education and Occupation 

Education and Income 

Income and Occupation 
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Don't Yuiow 

Refused 

I'm going to ask a few questions for purposes of classification. 

Are you D2rried? 

J'.larried 

__ Single 

Divorced 

__ Separated 

Widowed 

Refused 

If :r.iarried: Are there children in yo:.ir family? 

lf so: 1:ow ::..any? 

Does not apply 

Yes 

No 

Refused 

None 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Six 

Seven or more 

Does not apply 
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Refused 

1\'hat 1s your approxi,.a.te age? AR.E YOU ... 

Under 25 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65 or over 

Refused 

~\~1a t was the last grade of school you cor.rp let eel? 

Are you er.:.ployed? 

Don' t K.riow 

__ Some grade school 

TC. • 1 d , 1 __ r1n1sn gra e scnoo 

__ Sowe high school 

__ Finish high school 

Post high/trade/business 

Some College 

__ Graduate college 

__ Post college 

Refused 

__ Er.1ployed 

IIousewife 

Student 

Disabled 
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Retired 

Uner.:ployed 

1',},a t type of ·\\·or k do you do? -------------------
? or 1\·ha t f ir;;f: 

(Transform to NORC prestige level) 

ls your hus1Jar1d/wife eri:ployecl? 

__ Employed 

Housewife 

Student 

Disabled 

Retired 

__ Unemployed 

Deceased 

Does not apply 

1foat type of work does he/she do? -----------------
For what firm? --------------------------

(Tr ans form to NORC prestige level) 

For the past year was your (Family) income over or under $10,000? 

Over $10,000 _Under $10,000 

1·:as it over or under $15,000 Was it over or under $5,000 



__ Over $15,000 

Uno.er $15,000 

Sex of Respondent 

Listing ~umber 

Deck .Nu.Ttber 
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_Over $5,000 

Under $5,000 

Under $5i000 

_$5,000 - $10,000 

_$10,000 - $15,000 

_Over $15,000 

1 

Don't Knov.r 

Refused 

Male 

Fe::rale 



Appendix B 



0tClosky's Scale of Conservatism 

1. If you start trying to change things very much, you usually 
mke them worse. 

2. Xo matter how we like to talk about it, political authority 
really comes not from us, but from some higher power. 

3. It's better to stick by what you have than to be trying new 
things you don't really know about, 

4. Arr.an doesn't really get to have ITJ.1ch wisdom until he's well 
along in years. 

5. I prefer the practical man any time to the man of ideas. 

6. If something grows up over a long tir.~, there will always be 
much wisdom in it. 

7. I'd want to know that sonething would really work before I'd 
be willing to take a chance on it. 

8. All groups can live in harmony in this country without changing 
the system in any way. 

9. 1·:e must respect the work of our forefathers and not think that 
we know better than they did. 

ResponJents are asked simply to agree or disagree with each of the 

nine i ter..s in the scale. Ra ting is as follows: 

Agree with 7 to 9 stater.1ents - Extreme Conservative 
Agree with 5 to 6 statements - Moderate Conservative 
Agree with 3 to 4 statements - Moderate Liberal 
Agree with 0 to 2 statements - Extreme Liberal 

SOURCE: Herbert McClosk')', "Conservatism and Personality", American 
Political Science Review, 52 (March, 1958), 27-45. 
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Law~~nn's Scale of Economic Liberalism 

1. 1•:i th which of these two statements do you come closer to 
agreeir.g? 

a. ;\'hilc they do rre.ke smile mistakes, on the whole labor unions 
are cloing TiiOre good than harm. 

b. Al though we need labor un i_onism in this country, the way 
they are run now they do Tiiore harm than good, 

2. With which of these two statements do you come closer to 
agreeing? 

a. The most iDportant job for the goverriT.",ent is to make it 
certain that there are good opportunities for each person 
to get ahead on his own. 

b. The most L;;portant job for the goverri:r.ent is to rrake sure 
every person has a decent and steady job and standard of 
1 . . 
--'-lVlng. 

3. In strikes and disputes between working people and er:-rployers, 
do you usually side with the workers or with the e;::ployers? 

a. h'orkers 

b. Employers 

Lach itcn: 1 s ansv:crs are diviclcJ into two parts - a favorable answer 
and an unfavorable answer. The answers are assigned an arbitrary 
weighting, depending on their relationship to liberalis..';l. or 
conserva tisr.,. 

SOURC:: IJward O. LauY:iann. Prestige and Association in an Urban 
Co:mr..uni ty, The Bobbs-rv'.errill Compa::1y, Inc., Indianapolis 1 

1966. 
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VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP AS A 
RESIDUAL' OF STATIJS INCONSISTENCY 

by 

Susan S . Ward 

(ABSTRACT) 

The concept of status crystallization (Lenski: 1954) considers, 

sinr~ltaneously, the influence which status rankings on the education, 

occupation, and income hierarchies exert on the individual. 

Incongruent rankings on various status dimensions are thought to 

predispose an individual to a number of select reactions, most notably, 

the expression of political extremism and the desire for social change. 

In addition, past research suggests that voluntary association 

hlembership may serve as an integrative mechanism at both the social 

psychological and the sociological levels. The relationship between 

the na turc of the status inconsistency e:x.1)erienced and the expression 

of liberal and/or conservative political and economic ideologies was 

examined, with the expectation that educational level would be the 

most crucial determin~1t of political ideology and income, of 

economic ideology. As well, the nature of the relationship between 

membership in instrumental voluntary associations and status 

inconsistency was investigated. 

Structured interviews were administered to respondents via 

telephone communication. The ~tClosky scale of conservatism (1958) 



and the Lau.'1lal111 scale of economic liberalism (1966) were employed to 

determine the relationship between the type of inconsistency 

experienced and the expression of liberal or conservative ideologies. 

Analysis of the data failed to reveal statistically significant 

results. The relationship between inconsistency and the expression 

of an extreme ideology was not altered when the nature of the 

inconsistency was examined. As well, there was no difference 

between status consistent and inconsistent respondents with respect 

to the number of instrumental voluntary association memberships 

reported. 
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