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Description

This interactive roundtable discussion invites participants to share views on the need and ways to
promote the leadership capacity of women to enhance access to and control over land. The
roundtable discussion will be facilitated by scholars with research interests in leadership and
gender in agriculture. It will begin by giving a brief overview of leadership capacity
development. The overall goal of the discussion is to consider the methods through which
women’s leadership capacity can be enhanced. While this targets the agricultural sector,
particularly women farmers, knowledge of women’s leadership capacity building from the
perspective of leadership practitioners can be applicable to other sectors. Globally, securing land
rights in an effective and inclusive manner involves concerted efforts and partnerships between
governments, the private sector, and civil society actors at all levels. The objectives of the
roundtable are to allow facilitators and participants to share their views on the importance of
promoting the leadership capacity of women, deliberate on ways through which promoting
leadership capacity can help improve control over resources, and provide insight into the ways
by which women can assume more leadership roles in agriculture.  

Key Takeaway 

Participants in the roundtable will:

1. Recognize the importance of promoting the leadership capacity of women to enhance
access to and control over land.

2. Gain insight into how women farmers can assume more leadership roles in agriculture.  
3. Explore options to transfer the knowledge of building women’s capacity to other sectors. 
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Abstract 

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goal (SDG-2) to achieve global food security and
promote sustainable agriculture requires a collective effort from developed and developing
nations (Gil et al., 2019). Target 2.3 of the goal aims to increase the agricultural productivity and
income of small-scale farmers—especially women—by ensuring secure and equal access to land,
other productive resources, and financial and market services (Atukunda et al., 2021; Gil et al.,
2019). Securing land rights among women farmers should be prioritized to create an
environment necessary for ensuring food security and agricultural growth (Roth, 2013). Globally,
a large proportion of the poor lack secure access to land, and addressing the increase in demand
for this asset requires concerted efforts to alleviate the problem of tenure insecurity (Roth, 2013).

Moreso, agricultural land is lost through soil degradation, which occurs naturally or through
human impacts. This restricts farmers' access to land, inhibiting them from cultivating the land or
incurring extra costs cropping the land (Gomiero, 2016). Globally, land is becoming a scarce
resource, necessitating efficient land use allocation for agricultural purposes (Lambin &
Meyfroidt, 2011). Collective efforts are essential to solve this problem effectively and efficiently.
Leadership is a veritable tool instrumental in promoting community efforts among farmers to
alleviate this problem (Igalla et al., 2020). For example, women’s land rights are more secure if
they can exercise their rights without being subject to approval from either their spouses, fathers,
or other male relatives (Roth, 2013). Women’s voice is largely relevant in collective
decision-making when land is owned and operated collectively; this will ensure that land
management is done in a way that women's needs are adequately considered (Doss &
Meinzen-Dick, 2020).

Land is one of the most important agricultural resources for increasing food production and
enhancing food security. Farmers can increase the yield on existing fertile agricultural land
through conservation tillage with less damage to the environment (Edgerton, 2009). Ensuring
food security not only requires fertile land but also secure land rights of farmers (Roth, 2013).
Access to land is the ability to use land, enjoy use rights, and benefit from other opportunities
with the land. It is a means by which individuals and/or groups obtain rights to acquire and use
land (Raihan et al., 2009). Land is a veritable tool for the social, physical, and economic
development of a nation, and the input of land resources is germane to promoting economic
growth (Chen et al., 2020; Shu et al., 2018).

Further, despite the immense benefits of land and its importance to agricultural development,
farmers face several challenges in acquiring land for agricultural purposes. Women farmers often
face more challenges in acquisition when compared to their male counterparts (Olowoyo & Deji,
2020), because they have limited access to and control over land (Britwum & Akorsu, 2016). In
most African societies, women often gain access to land from their spouses, which deprives them
of the opportunity to exercise independent control over land (Britwum & Akorsu, 2016). Spouse
restrictions to acquire land is a gender-specific challenge to women’s access to land among other
challenges farmers face in acquiring land, which include financial constraints, poor soil fertility,
high population of users, family dispute over land allocation, and inadequate access to credit
facilities to acquire land (Olowoyo & Deji, 2020).
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In the United States, a large proportion of farmland is rented to tenant farmers (operators) to
grow cash crops such as rice, corn, soybeans, wheat, and cotton (Ranjan et al., 2022). Even
though the number of women operators has increased significantly over the years, due to women
farming outside the traditionally dominated field of United States agriculture, they represent only
40 percent of community-supported agricultural operators (Pilgeram & Amos, 2015). Despite
efforts to increase the number of women in agriculture, women’s access to land is still directly
tied to a male partner (Pilgeram & Amos, 2015). The power dynamics between men and women
farmers as well as landlords and renters over agricultural land management are often defined in
terms of decision-making and control over the used land (Barnett et al., 2020).  In some cases,
renters may exercise authority by manipulating a landowner to provide accurate information
about conservation practices, especially if the landowner is a woman (Barnett et al., 2020). On
the other hand, female non-operating landowners tend to defer to male renters for
decision-making in land management. As such, gender plays a significant role in the
identification of who is the primary decision maker (Barnett et al., 2020). 

In most African societies, power relations exist between men and women farmers, especially
within households. For example, in Nigeria, male farmers have superiority and dominance in
land acquisition (Onya et al., 2019), which is directly linked to the patriarchal nature of Nigerian
society (Lawanson, 2010). Farming practices and land use decision-making remains an essential
way to define the power relations between men and women farmers. Many times, women
farmers make fewer decisions but depend on their spouses and other male counterparts to make
farming-related decisions. Women seldom receive the social support necessary to claim a
leadership identity when aspiring for a leadership role (Ely et al., 2011; Shollen, 2015).
Therefore, it becomes imperative to promote women farmers’ leadership capacity to maximize
their decision-making abilities to exercise control over land and assume active roles in farming
practices. The proposed interactive roundtable discussion will invite participants to share their
views on the need and ways to develop women’s leadership capacity. The participants will be
engaged in discussing the following questions:

1.     How would you describe the current state of women’s leadership capacity
development opportunities in societies?

2.     In what ways can women's leadership capacity be enhanced to have access to and
control over land?

3.     What methods have you adopted or programs that have been implemented within
your domain that have contributed to the leadership capacity development of women?

4.     What policies, structures, and programs should be implemented to promote leadership
development for women to assume more agricultural roles? 

Approach: Predominantly research-/theory-based

Streams & Specialties: Women & Leadership

Onsite: (12-15 October in Vancouver).
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