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The Department of Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management was one of three academic 
units at Virginia Tech to receive a 2017 Exemplary Department or Program Award.  This year’s 
awards theme recognized groups for effectively engaging students in hands-on, minds-on 
instructional environments.  The department creates and extends knowledge in the fields of 
consumer studies, fashion merchandising and design, property management, residential 
environments and design, and family and consumer sciences.  Its programs focus on major 
content areas with a breadth of understanding of the content from various perspectives such as 
the sciences, design, humanities, social sciences, and quantitative and computational thinking.  
The department’s requirement for Active Learning – including internships, undergraduate 
research and independent studies, and national and international study tours – highlights its 
commitment to hands-on, minds-on learning for students.  Along with the other winners, the 
Department of Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management will receive a portion of the 
$40,000 award; a recognition ceremony will be held February 8 at The Inn at Virginia Tech. 
 
Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management department head Julia Beamish and faculty 
members Margaret Carneal, Eunju Hwang, and Kathleen Parrott published “Real Life Design:  A 
Case Study in Universal Design,” Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences 109.4 (2017):  14–25. 
 
Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management faculty member Eunju Hwang, 2014 Ph.D. 
alumna Chungwen Hsu, Center for Gerontology Senior Research Associate Nancy Brossoie, and 
University Distinguished Professor of Human Development and Director of the Institute for 
Society, Culture, and Environment Karen Roberto published “Income and Long-term Care 
Planning,” International Journal of Home Economics 10.1 (2017):  71–78. 
 
Athenaeum, a suite of spaces and services in Newman Library dedicated to cultivating digital 
research skills of faculty and students, had its grand opening January 25.  The suite consists of a 
modular classroom (124 Newman), a collaborative boardroom (126), and a media studio (127).  
The speakers at the grand opening were:  Tom Ewing, Professor of History and Associate Dean 

https://vtnews.vt.edu/notices/-exemplary-dept-award.html
https://lib.vt.edu/spaces/athenaeum.html
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for Graduate Studies and Research; Sylvester Johnson, Professor of Religion and Culture and 
Assistant Vice Provost for the Humanities; and Tyler Walter, Dean of University Libraries.  
 
Mark Barrow, Professor of History and Chair of the Department of History, published 
“Extinction,” Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Environmental Science, editor in chief Hank 
Shugart (New York, NY:  Oxford University Press, 2018) online resource. 
 
Savanna Baxley, a senior Residential Environments and Design major, presented her 
undergraduate research project, “Kitchen Design Strategies for Families of Children with Down 
Syndrome,” with co-authors Kathleen Parrott and Eunju Hwang, both Apparel, Housing, and 
Resource Management faculty, at the Housing Education and Research Association annual 
conference, which was held October 8–11, 2017, in Lowell, Massachusetts. 
 
The efforts of Blythe Boyd, a sophomore Fashion Merchandising and Design major, as an intern 
for the Office of Career and Professional Development came to fruition with the Career 
Outfitters program, which is being held February 1–2 in the Smith Career Center.  Boyd 
coordinated and promoted the event, which helps provide Virginia Tech students with new or 
gently used professional clothing and accessories that are appropriate for job interviews. 
 
Glenn Bugh, History, received a New Program Development Grant from the Global Education 
Office.  The funds will be used to supplement his archive of sites and museums for Roman 
Britain (HIST 3294), a new course, and to lay the groundwork for potential itineraries and 
logistics for a three-week study abroad program in the United Kingdom. 
 
The research of Ico Bukvic, School of Performing Arts, was highlighted on Radio IQ, the local 
public radio station, in an interview titled “Music of the Spheres:  Big Data Meets Big Sound.”  
Bukvic – along with Gregory Earle, Electrical and Computer Engineering, and Human-Centered 
Design graduate students Woohun Joo and Disha Sardana – is using the Cube in the Moss Arts 
Center as an experimental space to “teach a computer to transform data into sound.” 
 
François Debrix, Professor of Political Science and Director of ASPECT, published “The Viral 
Mediation of Terror:  ISIS, Image, Implosion,” Critical Studies in Media Communication 35.1 
(January 2018):  74–88, with ASPECT alumnus Ryan Artrip. 
 
The College notes with sadness the death of Herman Doswald, former Professor of German, 
Head of the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, and Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences, on January 8.  He joined the Virginia Tech community in 1979 and served as 
Acting Dean in 1986–1987 and as Dean from 1987 to 1994; he retired in 1996.  Before coming 
to Virginia Tech, Doswald held appointments at the University of Kansas, California State 
University at Fresno, and Kent State University.  The obituary published in the Roanoke Times 
can be found here. 
 
Charles Dye, School of Performing Arts, and Jaime Jacobsen, were awarded a $3,500 Film and 
Digital Media Grant from Humanities Montana in September 2017 for production of The Lentil 

http://environmentalscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199389414.001.0001/acrefore-9780199389414-e-364
https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2018/01/cpd-careeroutfitters.html
https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2018/01/cpd-careeroutfitters.html
http://wvtf.org/post/music-spheres-big-data-meets-big-sound
http://www.roanoke.com/obituaries/doswald-herman-k/article_7b4d2129-a629-56cf-8cd0-5f2ba47bf733.html
http://www.humanitiesmontana.org/enews/news_17_10.php
http://www.humanitiesmontana.org/enews/news_17_10.php
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Underground 360:  A VR Journey for the Organically Curious (LU360), which will take place this 
year. 
 
Tom Gardner, Alumni Distinguished Professor of English, published “Poetry, Language, and 
History in the 1980s,” American Literature in Transition, 1980–1990, ed. Quentin Miller 
(Cambridge, United Kingdom, and New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2018), pp. 161–73, 
and “Lyrical Thinking in Poetry of the 1990s,” American Literature in Transition, 1990-2000, ed. 
Stephen J. Burn (Cambridge, United Kingdom, and New York:  Cambridge University Press, 
2018), pp. 140–53. 
 
Eunju Hwang, Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management, published “Impacts of Objective 
Neighborhood Built Environment on Older Adults Walking:  Literature Review,” Housing and 
Society 44.1/2 (2017):  141–55.  
 
Eunju Hwang, Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management, and Nancy Brossoie, Center for 
Gerontology, published “Who Wants to Know?  Older Adults’ Interest in Housing Information,” 
Housing and Society 44.1/2 (2017):  64–78.  
 
Evan Lavender-Smith, English, published a personal essay, “Post-its,” New England Review 38.4 
(2017):  107–20. 
  
Timothy Luke, University Distinguished Professor in the Department of Political Science, 
published “The Ambiguities of Memory and Ambivalences of Monuments:  Confederate 
Memorials in America,” Telos:  Critical Theory of the Contemporary (Winter 2017):  218–22. 
 
Eric Lyon, School of Performing Arts, published “Elliott Carter’s Continuing Presence” in New 
Music Box, an online journal.  
  
Senior Multimedia Journalism majors Harvey Creasey III and Humberto Zarco have been 
selected to intern with NBC during the Winter Olympics in PyeongChang, South Korea.  Creasey 
will serve as a runner for the Today show, which is airing live from PyeongChang during the 
games.  Zarco will work as a footage logger at the International Broadcast Center.  The students 
credit Communication faculty members Dale Jenkins, Bill Roth, and Jared Woolly for the 
preparation their courses provided for this experience. 
 
Kathleen Parrott, Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management, published “Perceptions on 
Residential Environments for Urban Low-Income Elderly Homeowners Aging in Place,” Housing 
and Society 44.1-2 (2017):  4–21, with Sung-Jin Lee, Daejin Kim, Valerie Giddings, and Sheryl 
Robinson; and “The Influence of Home Modifications on Aging in Place for North Carolina Low-
Income Elderly Homeowners,” Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences 109.4 (2017):  26–32, 
with Sung-Jin Lee, Valerie Giddings, Sheryl Robinson, and Gene Brown. 
 
The following graduate students in the College contributed to RE:  Reflections and Explorations.  
A Forum for Deliberative Dialogue, ed. Max Stephenson, Jr., and Lyusyena Kirakosyan, RE:  

https://nmbx.newmusicusa.org/carters-continuing-presence/
https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2018/01/clahs-winter-olympis-interns.html
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/81094/RE-Reflections-and-Explorations-Web-12-19-2017.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/81094/RE-Reflections-and-Explorations-Web-12-19-2017.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y
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Reflections and Explorations 2 (Blacksburg, Virginia:  Virginia Tech Institute for Policy and 
Governance, 2017):  Amiel Bernal, ASPECT, “Politics, Prediction, and the Rise of Donald Trump,” 
pp. 134–37; Nada Berrada, ASPECT, “‘Hogra’ and Youth Exclusion in the MENA region,” pp. 227-
31; Robert Flahive, ASPECT, “The Act of Killing:  Reckoning with the Violence of the Past and the 
Stories We Tell,” pp. 299–304; Johannes Grow, ASPECT, “Hashtag Revolutions, Spectacles, and 
Politics” and “Empires and Barbarians:  The EU and Violence at its Margins,” pp. 31-35 and 86–
89 respectively; Jordan Laney, ASPECT, “Beyond (internal) Colonization, Blame and Binaries:  
Towards a Relational Economy,” “Keeping our Hands on the Plow:  A Personal Reflection on 
Organizing and Empowering Mountain Youth,” “What Machine Kills Fascists?  A Critical 
Reflection on the Political Power of Sound in the Trump Era,” and “The Unnoticed Contextual 
Realities of Hillbilly Elegy,” pp. 14–20, 148–54, 173–80, and 213–22 respectively; Pallavi 
Raonka, Sociology, “Social Movements, Neoliberal Policy and Indian Democracy,” pp. 167–72;  
Mary Ryan, ASPECT, “Surveilling to Remember:  The Impact of Technology on American 
Democracy” and “Good Government, Community, and Policing:  Police Brutality and Civic 
Peace,” pp. 255–60 and 293–98 respectively; and Alexander Stubberfield, ASPECT, “Extending 
an Olive Branch:  The Oath Keepers and the Paranoid Style in American Politics,” “Beyond 
Interests:  Symbiogenic Resonance and the Democratic Subject” and “‘Fake News’ in 
Informational Ecology,” pp. 103–10, 246–54 and 277–82 respectively.  All of these contributions 
were previously published.  
  
ASPECT doctoral student Mary Ryan presented “The Democratic Kaleidoscope in the United 
States:  Vanquishing Structural Racism in the US Federal Government” in the Dissertation 
Lightning Round at the American Historical Association Annual Meeting, which was held 
January 4–7 in Washington, D.C. 
 
ASPECT doctoral student Emma Stamm published “Retooling the Human: A Review of Ashley 
Shew’s Animal Constructions and Technical Knowledge,” The Social Epistemology Review and 
Reply Collective 7.1 (2018):  36–40.   
 

Please submit items for inclusion in upcoming News2Note newsletters to 
Associate Dean Debra Stoudt at dstoudt@vt.edu. 

 

https://social-epistemology.com/2018/01/18/retooling-the-human-emma-stamm/
https://social-epistemology.com/2018/01/18/retooling-the-human-emma-stamm/
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