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All of this does not mean to convey a perfect
year's work. The most disapointed actor in the

drams is the writer. The writer has never been

satisfied either with work, or with story « how it

was told, But there is added strength to begin

another year's work - just "WAIT UNTIL NEXT YEAR."




«ll=

CONCLUSION

This ends the twelve years work with the Virginia
Extension Service. The whole period has been most
pleasant, The greatest happiness gained through the
years were (not necessarily given in order of their
importance) the fine association with people from time
and in various places.

The work has been made effective by the help
from the administrative and supervisory staff. All
conferences, and individual talks have had their in-
fluences. Having worked in the county for a number of
years, having a greater knowledge of the people and
the problems, it naturally has been easier to make
each step count more effective.

This work eould not have been as effective as
it is were it not for the work of the home agent which
has strengthened the work over the entire county, The

work of the secretary is beyound measuring, The aid

she is in waiting on callers, being able to answer many

of their needs during the absence of the agents, getting

out and mailing thousands of pleces of mail which has

served to be so beneficial to the development of the extension
programe. The many volunteer leaders, both whose names

are listed as leaders and those who are just familiar

with the work and want to see it grow, have been most

helpful. The business and professional workers have

helped with the years' work.
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Like weed control demonstration which was successfully
practiced by Mr, W, H. Terry of the Penhook Community.
There were other demonstrations of the kind which were
successful.

irain fertilization demonstrations like Domald
Tyree, truck garden like Mr. and Mrs. Dan Cobbs, and
forest demonstrations like Dan Cobbs and Sam Witcher
of Truevine and Snow Creek Communities, Robert Young
is a young man of the Patti Community who is buying a
well developed farm. With the advice and full coopera=
tion of the extension service he is developing a combi-
nation steer project by buying and feeding for a few
months young steers and selling them as feeder calves
in the spring and by selling pasturing steers during
spring and summer, then feeding grain for a few weeks.
This combination business is proving a good business for
Mr. Younge Mr. Witcher whose farm continues to be a
good demonstration - His dairy herd, veal and yearling

sale, pasture and alfalfa for hay continues to be out-

standing demonstrations for his community and adjeining

commnities,




for better display was a part of the programe In small
groups studies were made in buying places to learn at

first hand what the buying public desires,

COMMUNICATION

Every project undertaken during the year was gotten
to the people through the media of radio, circular letters,
newspaper articles, a combination of two or meore, or by all
media used,

In addition to other means mentioned in doing the
program this year the following information should be
added. Nine thousand five hundred sixty-nine miles were
traveled, 7,680 within the county and 1,889 outside the
local county. One hundred seventy-seven farm visits were
made. There were 5L6 calls at the office for information,
With the added number of rural people with telephones it

was possible to reach the extension office for added

information, There were 795 telephone calls during the

year. The office mailed 3,425 bulletins and leaflets
to interested people, Eighteen training meetings were
held, The Extension Service was represented inm 102
different adult meetings where 1,783 persons attended,
RESULT DEMONSTRATIONS
It was the aim of the service to establish and
carry out definite result demonstrations in strategic

locations that the method may spread to the good of others,




PASTURE AND FORAGE DEVELOPMENT

Pasture and forage development must come in for
special mention, Because of the growing importance on
small farms for livestock to supplement the cash income
there is a growing importance of continuing the develop-
ment of pasture, With this in mind much emphasis was
placed upon the importance of increased pasture and hay
for livestock.

One outstanding example of this is Robert Young
of Hay Run Community, Mr. Young who purchased his farm
just a few years ago is doing an outstanding job in de-
veloping pasture and hay for his growing feeder calf
program, He not ohly is increasing his pasture acreage,
but is doing an outstanding job in growing hay. He
feeds the hay to his calves which he sells in the spring
at feeder sales and his steers which he sells in the
fall,

MARKETING

The matter of marketing farm products including
grain, livestock, fruits, vegetables and others were
given consideration during the year by the extension

service, From assisting in finding a market, by putting

the buyer and seller together to assorting and packing




More land was planted to pasture and more pounds of
beef was sold and more pounds will be consumed on
the farmers' table as a result of greater apprecistion

of land, animal, people improvement.

ENOINEERING

The program of improving farm machinery was
very well followed as was outlined during the year.
Storing of machinery was improved, The care of farm
machinery was greatly improved and greatly as a re-
sult of L-H boys who carried tractor maintainance as
projects, This knowledge was used to an advantage
with their parents' tractors, Some special emphasis
was given to proper wiring of buildings to prevent
fire, It was found that there was fire hasards on

some farms, Correction was encouraged,

FARM CHEMICALS

Jenerally farmers no more think of farming without

chemicals now than they would without fertilizer, It
was important that they know the proper kind and the
proper useages, This was done constantly during the

year, Better crops was the rewarding result,




Forestry

There is a good demand for such timber as is grown
in the county, hence, the importance of caring for the
foreste This was done during the year, The farmers had
the assistance of a specialist from the Extension Service
twice during the year. Dan Cobbs of the Truevine Community
and Sam Witcher of the Snow Creek Community continue to
carry out their long time select cutting program. Both Mr,
Witcher and Mr. Cobbs have cooperated in the forestry im-
provement program for a number of years, Farmers generally

are giving more attention to their forest.

LIVESTOCK = Its Relation to Land and People
To think of farming one thinks of land, but to think
of progressive farming one think of land and livestock.
That has been the trend during the year., Improve land with
livestoeck, improve livestock by better breeding and more
pasture, Pasture land was improved by the increased use
of mineral fertilizer and better grazing methods and in-

creased acres of land to pasture,

The lack of land cause fewer cows, few cows usually

mean poor land, especially is this true of small farmers,




Wwhere a more natural condition prevails there will

be more such systems installed with less cost to farmers,

L=H ACTIVITIES

There were 338 club members enrolled im SL7 eclub
projects during the year, Wwhile much emphasis was
placed upon project work, but far more was placed upon
charactor bullding of the boys and girls, Eight L-H
boys and girls participated in the livestoek Show and
Sale in Lynchburg; 9 hogs were sold which brought a
total of $366,09. In additiom $11.00 in prizes was won
or a total of $377.09 for their participation in the
Show and Sale.

Wild Life

Boys did an outstanding job in wildlife project
approximately six acres of land was planted to seed
which were furnished for this purpose., Over a period
of years this project has been a means of increasing
interest, hence, a greater appreciation for birds and
other games and for our resources.

A definite increase of the number of wild game is
reported by sportsman as a result of cambined efforts on
the part of sportamen and the Extension Service to ine

crease the number by planting seed each year, Five hun-

dred pounds of seed were distributed to farm boys to be

planted, To encourage this program the sportsmen of

the county offered prizes for the best program carried

out,
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The Thesis which follow shall deal in brief with
crops and matters which have affected the year's work.
mly brief statements will be made about each subject
with the hope of conveying the significant steps taken

to get results desired,

SOIL AND WATER, ITS IMPORTANCE

The conservation of water for crops remain to be
a problem in Franklin County, Efforts are directed to
eliminating this problem by continuous terracing and
strip cropping. In cooperation with the Soil Conservation
Service 37 farmers were ailded in laying out terraces,
stripping, water ways, irrigating ponds and stock ponds.
More than two thousand acres were involved in these
transactions., Much of the goal set for the year's pro-
gram was accomplished, This included more ponds built
and more land stripped and terraced.

The service has aided additional farmers in putting
in irrigating ponds and systems, In some instances, like
Sandy Potter and Eligah Witcher - There were natural
streams which with some work were easily converted into

iseful ponds, This has proved to be useful in a few

instances. Irrigating systems are paying off, not only

in increased production in tobacco, but has proved so

with corn and pasture,
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COUNTY ORGANIZATION
County Advisory Board
LH Leaders Association
County Junior Council
Agriculture Committee

Agronomy
Forestry
Dairy
Poultry
Tractor

Organized Croups

No, Members

Co, Advisory Doard
Community Leaders 1V
L-H Teaders' Association

v

IA:. CMCII

LW Wembers

TEACHING IN THE OPEN
How it was Done

The most effective teaching ald used during the year was
by demonstrations, some of which have been an object lesson for
several years, but with certain changes including addition and
eliminations remain to be important and affective demonstrations.
These demonstrations were seen by small groups im tours and by
individuals, weekly news paper articles were used, weekly radio
programs - two stations - were used as well as circular letters,
bulletins, color films, slides and farm and home visits. Thus

is the background and the situation in the coumty.




COUNTY SITUATION

Every few years there are considerable changes
made in conditions which effects the working relation
in the county, Farming conditions change rather rapid,
farms are changing hands, some farmers are yet leaving
the farm, or at least seeking employment elsewhere,
More schools have been consolidated, bringing more
students a longer distance from home, All of which is
having its affect upon the total program,

Franklin County is populated by approximately

25,856 people. Fourteen point 6 percent are Negroes,

or appraximately 3,178,

There are 2,091 farm operators, with 218 of these
being Negro operators, It is an area of nearly seven
hundred square miles. There are 459,520 acres of which
319,720 acres are in farm crops.

There are very few large farms, the average farm
being approximately one hundred acres,

The main cash crop in the county is bright tobacco.
There are but a few farmers in the county who do not grow
tobacco,

Some farmers, however, supplement their ircome with
other means of income. Some are part-time farmers who
have jobs in nearby cities, or in nearby industrial

plants,




"AS THE TIME OOES BY"

The Act which established the Extension
Jervice had for its purpose to make possible
better living and (maybe) largely by the pro=
duction first more food and more fiber, PBut

little did the designers of this Bill see that

by 1961 one farmer would be producing enough

to feed seven, However, food and fiber was an
end of themselves, but to produce sufficient
farm products was a means to an end. A better
and more attractive rural living.

Farm people have achieved that goal of
better living, but as the time goes by other
matfers become problems, so agaim it has been
an ever winding train as the time goes

by
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