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While we were not able to give our graduates the send-off that we, they, and their families and 
friends wanted, the University, College of Engineering and BSE Department did our best to collect 
and publish online content that highlights our graduates and their accomplishments. We invite you 
to visit Virginia Tech’s Commencement web page (https://commencement.vt.edu/) and the College 
of Engineering web page (https://eng.vt.edu/commencement.html). Our own celebratory web page 
(https://www.bse.vt.edu/class_of_2020.html) includes detailed information about BSE graduates, 

including messages from graduating seniors, and the Senior Design Poster Gallery.
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Department News

Greetings from Blacksburg to all our friends of Biological Systems Engineering at Virginia 
Tech!  At the risk of understating the situation, I’ll share with you that we’ve had some very 
eventful times since our last newsletter. And while I’ll have more to say on that, I want 
to lead by asking you to join with me in congratulating our 51 new BSE graduates. Over 
45% graduated with honors, including nine who graduate Summa Cum Laude - by any 
standard, they’re a simply amazing group. That’s why, in addition to being relatively short, 
this newsletter will be somewhat different as we highlight our 2020 graduates and their 
accomplishments.
As for so many others, the past few months have been a time of adaptation within BSE.  
All instruction transitioned to online-only with only two weeks’ notice, all staff functions 
transformed to almost exclusively a telework mode, and both field and laboratory re-
search were significantly reduced. Almost everything we knew about life and work on 
campus changed, and it changed quickly.  But BSE’s response was overwhelmingly posi-
tive – the teaching mission was successful, extension activities continued consistent with 
new constraints and requirements, essential research continued with the minimum possi-
ble disruption, and administrative functions continued without missing a beat.  Everyone 
recognized the common challenges and everyone worked together as a team to fulfill the 
Department’s overarching mission. Significant uncertainty remains after three months into 
our response to the COVID-19 virus. We recognize that any resumption of “normal” re-
mains over the horizon and might require sacrifice on everyone’s part. But there are many 
positive indications. Consistent with Virginia Tech’s phased approach, we are reopening 
laboratories for reduced-level operations, planning for the return of students to campus 
in Fall, and many other activities designed to restore us as closely to our pre-COVID-19 
footing as possible.
Many of you will know that it was necessary for us to delay our celebration of the De-
partment’s 100th anniversary. However, as you will read further in the newsletter, we are 
proceeding with plans for a Centennial Celebration this Fall. I hope that you will be able 
to join us and to both reconnect with long-time friends and make new ones.  In this spirit, 
I hope you will drop by Seitz Hall the next time you find yourself in the Blacksburg area, 
because all of us would enjoy visiting with you about the many wonderful things going on 
within BSE.
Finally, this is my first contribution to a BSE newsletter. I joined the Department at the 
beginning of the year after 25 years at the University of Kentucky. I couldn’t be happier 
to be a part of the Hokie Nation, and there is no team I’d rather be a part of than the BSE 
Department at Virginia Tech. I look forward to meeting you.
										          Dwayne Edwards

Dwayne R. Edwards
Professor and Department Head

A Note from our Department Head
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BSE Centennial Celebration Weekend
October 16-18, 2020

Mark Your Calendars!!

Whether On-Campus or Remote --- Please plan to join in the celebration!!

When Charles Seitz began the work of establishing the Agricultural Engineering Department 
in 1920, he couldn’t have known that it would exist a century later, still serving the citizens of 
the Commonwealth, in a building named after himself.  But thanks to decades of hard work, 
adaptiveness, resiliency, vision and – above all – an unbroken tradition of devoted staff, 
students, alumni and faculty, the BSE Department is among a rare group of academic units 
privileged to celebrate our 100th birthday.

We have planned an on-campus celebration – check the schedule online https://www.
bse.vt.edu/100-anniversary.html. The weekend will include a variety of opportunities to 
tour facilities, participate in social events, learn about current and planned activities in the 
department, and interact with alumni, current students, faculty, and staff.

While we hope that all who wish to will be able to be on-campus in October, we are making 
plans for some or all to participate remotely. So, whether we can hold the whole event 
on-campus or not (depending on university and government guidance), we are making 
arrangements to conduct the celebration using a combination of live, livestreamed, 
interactive, and recorded events throughout the weekend. Our goal is to maximize access 
to the celebration, while also maximizing interaction. We will continue to update the website 
as we finalize the arrangements.

Group of farmers and lecturers on 1948 Rural 
Affairs tour listening to discussion of use of 

TNT plow in experimental stubble mulch work.


