








Benef i ts  o f  S tudy  
Abroad:

• Diversification of perspective
• Personal development
• Networking
• Sense of place



“I’m from a really small town. No 
one in my family has gone to 
college or studied abroad. For 
me, I knew studying abroad was a 
representation of who I wanted 
to become, and also a 
representation of my family.”

A N G E L  H A Y N E S ,  
s t u d i e d  a b r o a d  o n  s e m e s t e r  
e x c h a n g e  i n  A u s t r a l i a
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Terms & Duration

Credits & 
Enrollment

Immersion Level

Tuition

Cost-effective for

PROGRAM 
TYPES FACULTY-LED EXCHANGE 

& ISEP PROVIDER AUTONOMOUS 
STUDY

Terms & Duration
Short-term summer, spring 
embedded, some 
semesters

Semester, academic 
year, some summer

Summer, winter, 
semester, and academic 
year

Summer, winter, 
semester, and academic 
year

Credits & 
Enrollment

Enrolled in VT courses and 
generates credit; letter 
grades applied and affects 
GPA

Enrolled at VT, but 
courses at host 
institution; must receive 
equivalent of C or better 
to receive transfer (T) 
credit

Enrolled at host 
institution; must receive 
equivalent of C or better 
to receive transfer (T) 
credit

Enrolled at host 
institution; must receive 
equivalent of C or better 
to receive transfer (T) 
credit

Immersion Level
Limited immersion (travel 
w/ VT faculty and peers)

High immersion (live w/ 
local/international 
students)

Varies by program 
(often w/ students from 
other U.S. institutions)

High immersion (live w/ 
local/international 
students)

Tuition VT tuition and fees VT tuition and fees Program fees including 
tuition paid to provider

Tuition and fees paid to 
host institution

Cost-effective for Varies by program; good 
for all students

Best for in-state 
students

Best for out-of-state 
students

Varies by program; 
Good for all students
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P A R T I C I P A T I O N  P R O F I L E



P L A C E  A  S H O R T  H E A D E R H E R E .

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. 

PARTICIPATION PROFILE



UNDERGRADUATE STUDY ABROAD PARTICIPATION COMPARED TO 
UG ENROLLMENT BY COLLEGE 2018-19 

COLLEGE STUDY ABROAD UG ENROLLMENT %

Agriculture and Life Sciences 96 2654 14%

Architecture and Urban Studies 191 1820 42%

Business 270 4565 24%

Science 143 4549 13%

Engineering 326 8411 16%

Interdisciplinary 5 983 2%

Liberal Arts and Human Sciences 275 3837 29%

Natural Resources and Environment 50 992 20%

TOTAL UNIVERSITY UG POPULATION 1356 27811 20%



P A R T I C I P A T I O N  P R O F I L E

Switzerland
Australia
Iceland
Ireland
Czech Republic
Ecuador
Mexico
Botswana
Vietnam
India
South Korea
And More! 



UNDERREPRESENTED STUDENTS IN STUDY ABROAD 2018-19
*AS REPORTED BY PARTICIPANTS 

STUDY ABROAD SA % UG ENROLLMENT UG %

Hispanic/Latinx 47 3% 1791 6.5%

Black or African American 22 1.5% 1173 4%

American Indian or Alaska 
Native

5 0.3% 34 0.1%

Asian 80 5% 2738 10%

Two or more races 42 3% 1336 5%

Athletes 11 0.7% -- --

Veterans 60 4% -- --

Students w/ disabilities 46 4% -- --

TOTAL UNIVERSITY UG 
POPULATION

1519 27730

First Generation data was not tracked in 2018-2019, but 
is now a target focus for underrepresented student 
participation in study abroad.

UNDERREPRESENTED STUDENTS IN 
STUDY ABROAD 2021-22

*AS REPORTED BY PARTICIPANTS 

STUDY ABROAD SA % UG 
ENROLLMENT

First Generation 77 12.5% 20%

TOTAL UNIVERSITY UG 
POPULATION

617



ACCESS

ASPIRATION & 
GROWTH BY  2033

PRIMARY BARRIERS

• FINANCIAL
• ACADEMIC
• PERCEPTION



“As an immigrant and a first-
generation college student from 
Vietnam, I never thought studying at a 
university was something feasible, let 
alone participating in two study abroad 
programs. Thanks to various 
scholarships, the financial strain was 
lifted off of me and my family.”

C A I T L I N  H U Y N H
s t u d i e d  a b r o a d  o n  s h o r t - t e r m  
f a c u l t y - l e d  a n d  s e m e s t e r  e x c h a n g e  
i n  F r a n c e



F INANCIAL

• GEO Scholarships
• National Scholarships Advising
• Financial Aid Support



ACADEMIC:

• Course listing and curriculum 
mapping

• Full-time Global Education 
Advisor

• Academic Advising 
Partnership

• Partnership Programs
• GEO courses



PERCEPTION

• Peer advising
• Campus collaborations and 

partnerships
• Parent engagement and 

outreach
• IIE Passport Project
• Faculty engagement



THERESA 
JOHANSSON
theresaj@vt.edu
www.globaleducation.vt.edu

THANK YOU!
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