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Research Center Drive closure 
rescheduled for Feb. 22-26 

Research Center Drive (Tech Center Drive/SR 314) will be 
closed Feb. 22-26 while the Town of Blacksburg crews work to 
install a new water line. 

Detour signs will be in place. The closure will be between 
Pratt Drive and Kraft Drive. If crews encounter difficulty 
drilling, the road may be closed for longer than is anticipated. 

For more informatio n, contact Chris Scaggs with the Town 
of Blacksbu rg Department of Public Works at 540-96 1- L144. 

Tax-related identity theft 
The Department of Human Resources, Information 

Technology Security Office, and other offices at Virginia Tech 
remind employees to be aware of the potential for tax-re lated 
identity theft. 

The IRS defines tax-related identi ty theft as theft that occurs 
when someone uses your stolen social security number to file a 
tax return claiming a fraudulent refund. Employees are urged to 
be vigilant in protecting their socia l security number and to be 
aware of the risk of tax-related identity theft. 

The Taxpayer Guide to Identity Theft 
( www .irs.gov/uac/Taxpayer-Guide -to-ldenti ty-Thefl), 
published by the IRS, provides more information about tax­
related identity theft and what to do if you are a victim . lfyou 
believe you may be a victim of tax-related identity theft, 
contact law enforcement and follow the other steps indicated 
by the IRS. 

For more information, visit www .irs.gov/uac/Taxpayer ­
Guide-to-Identity-Theft. 

Tax form 1095-C deadline extended; 
IRS advises to file tax returns as 
normal 

The state Department of Human Resource Management will 
delay mailing form I 095-C to health plan participants until 
after March 1, 2016. The deadline for employers to send form 
J 095-C to employees has been extended from January 31, 20 16 
to March 31, 2016. 

The Affordable Care Act (which requires that all individuals 
have health insurance) requires that employers provide 
employees with IRS form I 095-C. 

While the information on this form may aid in prepar ing a 
return, IRS guidelines (www .irs.gov/Affordable-Care ­
Act/Questions-and-Answ ers-about-Hea lth-Care- Informatio n­
Forms-for-Individuals) state that itis not required. Employees 
do not need to wait until the form arrives to file a 20 I 5 income 
tax return. 

For more information, visit the IRS webs ite at 
www .i rs .gov/Affordab le-Care-Act/Q uestions-and­
Answersabout-Heal th-Care~Information -Forms -for-Individ uals 
or contact the Human Resources Service Center at 
hrservicecenter@vt.edu or 540-23 1-933 1. 

Mandatory compliance workshop 
required for all university employees 

All Virgi nia Tech employees (faculty, staff, wage, student 
wage, and graduate students) are required to complete a 
compliance works hop within 90 days of employment and every 
two calenda r yea rs thereafter. 

This workshop covers the university's policy on 
discrimination and harassment and Virginia Tech's 
responsibi lities related to Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 and the Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act (VA WA). 

There are two options to complete the works hop: 
-- Attend an instructor -led workshop at the North End Center 
on the Blacksburg, Virginia campus. WebEx access is available 
periodically. 
-- Comp lete the workshop online. 

Registration for each of the options listed above is required 
via Coursew here (www.trai ning .vt.edu). To register select 
"view by alph a" and search for the course title: 
-- Complia nce Workshop: Policy l025, T itle IX, and VA WA 
(instructor- led, 90 minutes) 
-- Complia nce Workshop - via WebEx: Policy I 025, Title IX, 
and VA WA (instructor-led, 90 minutes) 
-- Compl iance Workshop On-Demand Module : Policy 1025, 
Title IX , and VA WA (online, 40 minutes) 

For more information, contact Dale Robinson at dbr@vt.edu 
or 540-23 1-1824. 

Lifeguard , health and safety classes 
available at discounted cost 

Recreational Sports offers lifeguar d, CPR/AED, first aid 
courses, and more for a discounted rate to Virginia Tech 
students, facu lty, and staff. 

For a full schedu le and description of classes, visit 
www .recsports.vt.edu/instr uction/hea lth_and_safety. 

Registration is open for all classes at 
https://connect.recsports.vt.edu/Course/Sea rch.aspx?categoryid 
=b I f52f9d-c8ad-4ce9-b3aa-f75241 da02a5. 

For more information, contact Gabby Marquez at 
gmarquez@vt.ed u or 540-231 -99 17 or Megan Hughes al 540 -
23 1-6 184. 

Employees invited to learn more 
about direct commercial real estate 
investing 

On Tuesday , March I Cary Parker, senior director with TIAA 
Asset Management at TIAA-CREF, will be on campus to 
discuss direct commercial real estate investing with employees. 

Parker will discuss the role that commercia l real estate 
investments have in successful financia l planning and the 
potent ial risks of these investments. Attendees will learn more 
about direct commercia l real estate ownership interests through 
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the T IAA Real Estate Acco unt and ava ilable investment options. 
Three sessions w.ill be held at North E nd Center (room 2470). 

-- 10-11 a.m. 
-- 1-2 p.m. 
-- 4-5 p.m . 

Registration is requir ed by Fe b. 29 . To registe r, visit 
www .training.vL.edu , c)jck "v iew by alpha" and search for "Retirement 
Plannin g Sessions: TIAA -CREF- Understanding Direct Comm ercial 
Real Es tate Investing." 

For more information, contact the Human Resources Service Center at 
hrserv icecenter@vt .edu or 540-23 1-933 l . 

Venture Out offers outdoor adventures for 
faculty, staff , and students 

Ve nture Out is a great way to get outside , be active, exp lore the 
surroundin g area , and maybe even try something new. With a var iety of 
outdoo r trips, there is somethin g for everyo ne. 

Venture Out offers skijn g, rock climbin g, cav ing, back pack ing , 
horseback riding, canoeing, stand up paddle boardi ng, and white water 
rafting trips durin g the sp ring semester. 

All trips are ope n to Virginia Tech student s, faculty, and staff. Costs 
vary dependin g on the trip. 

Reg ister at 
https://co nnect. recs ports. vt.edu/Cou rse/Sea rch .aspx ?catego ry Id=f72a6e 
9f-9e4b-4388-86fc-8 I 4719 dfd93f. 
Spring Schedule 
-- Feb. 24: Night skiing/snowbaording 
-- Feb. 28: fntermediate caving 
-- Mar. 23: Leave No Trace clinic (LNT) 
-- Mar. 26: Rock climbin g 
-- Mar. 27 : Beginner caving 
-- Apr. 1-3: Backpacking 
-- Apr . l 0: Canoe the new 
-- Ap r. 15-17: Women's backpack ing 
-- Apr. 16: Rock cl imbing 
-- Apr. 19: Beg inner caving 
-- Apr. 23: Family wee kend canoe ing 
-- Ap r. 24 : Family weekend Hucklebeffy T rail ride 
- Apr . 30: Stand up paddle boarding 
-- May L: White wate r rafting in WV 

Fo r more inform ation, contact Megan H ughes at 540-23 1-6 184 . 

University community invited to honor 
Virginia Tech authors at Feb . 29 event 

From books on susta inable build ing systems and terror ism in Ne pal, 
to a1ticles on insulin resistance and popu lations at risk for dropping out 
of school , the work of Virg inia Tec h authors will be recog nized and 
celebra ted at the eleventh annual Vi rginia Tech Authors recogni tion 
event. 

The Virginia Tech communi ty is invited to attend the recep tion and 
book display honoring university authors who published in 2015 . The 
event begins a t 4 :30 p.m. on Feb. 29 in the New man Libra ry 
Multipurpose Roo m at 560 Drill field Drive in Blacksb urg. Hors 
d'oeuvres, refreshments, celebra tion , and conve rsation will follow a 
sho1t program. 

Hosted by the University Li braries, the annual Virgi nia Tech Authors 
recognition event prov ides an oppo1tunity for the community to view 
Virginia Tech's contributions to acade mic, creative, and cultural 
scholarship. The authors' books are displayed at the event and added to 
the libraries' collec tions . 

Authors who published in open access journals through the 
university ' s Open Access Subvention Fund will also be recognized. T he 
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subvention fund supports authors who wish to publish in open acce ss 
jou rnals by cover ing process ing fees, allow ing faculty, staff , and 
students to explore new, open , and easily accessib le publishing 
methods. 

This year , the authors recog nition event will celebrate the 
publicatio n of more than 70 books and nearly 60 open access aiti cles 
suppo1ted by the Subvention Fund . 

With authors from every co llege, this yea r's books and aitic les 
cover a wide variety of top ics, including medka l science, socio logy, 
and creative litera ry works. Many authors pa1t nercd with other 
resea rchers from universities arou nd the world , including Virg inia 
Tech alumni , on these publications. 

The event is sponso red by the Univers ity Libra ries in pa rtnership 
with the Office of the Exec utive V ice President and Provost, the 
Office of the Vice President for Research and Innovation, and the 
Phi Beta Kappa Mu of Virginia chapter. 

For more info rmation about the event, visit 
www .lib.vt.edu/events/vtauthors . Those interes ted in atte nding 
should RSVP at 
https ://docs.google .com/a/v t.ed u/fo rms/d/ l XZfu6q H5H fl wo U GS 116 
0i3KI3JPhHS_ 8EDaM pbg_z29k/v iewfor m?edit_requested=true. 

Before 5 p.m. , a valid faculty, staff, studen t , or vis itor 's pass is 
required to pa rk in the Sq uires Student Center and Architecture 
Ann ex lots along Otey Street. A fter 5 p.m., permits are not requ ired 
in these lots. Find more parking informat ion at www .parking.vt.edu 
or call 540-23 J -3200 . 

If you are an individual w ith a d isability and desire an 
accommodation , please contact Elisabeth Givens at 540-23 1-l 886 
durin g regular business hours prior to the event. 

Drillfield paths opinion poll to reopen 
Feb. 22-March 4 

Beginnin g Monday, Fe b. 22, members of the V irginia Tec h 
communi ty are invited to share their opinions about 12 
d ifferent materials being teste d on two paths on the Dril I field . 

The materia ls are being cons idered for permanent installa tion 
in the future . Two of the original 14 materials being tested did 
not hold up well and have been remove d from considera tion. 

The poll will rema in open through March 4. Communi ty 
members will a lso be asked to provide feed back again in the 
spring . 

A numb ered map and photos of the test materia ls are 
available on the Dri llfie ld Paths webs ite al www .vt.edu/dr illfield­
paths. 

Feedback can be shared via Twit ter (@drillfieldpaths) or 
online at www .vt.edu/d rillfield-path s. 

For more info rmation, contact Jack Rosenberger at 
jrosenb@vt.edu or 540 -23 1- 1844. 

Virgini(I Tech Ne ws is published weekly during fa ll and spring 
semester and bimonthly durin g the summer sessions, by U1e 
Depait ment of Hu man Reso urces and the Office of University 
Relat ions as a service to univers ity emp loyees who do not have 
comput er access on campus. For more info rmation, or to discuss 
submiss ion of items call 540-231-7643. 

Virginia Tech does not discriminate agal nstemployees , students, or applican ts on t he basis or race , color, gend er, sexual orientation, disability, age, veter an stat~s, national origin, religion, or politica l affiliation . Anyone 
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