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Fouse Purnishings Plan of Vork--19%
Ruth Jamison, Specialist

" PROJICT SITUATION

There rre 150,997 forme cpersted by 28,58 non-white and

122,999 white cperstors. Thare sre 416,341 rurel form and none~

farm houssbolds in Virginia. It is the concern of the house
furnishings specialist as to how she may sssist sny or all of
these families in creating » livable and comfortable home to which
they may retwn st the end of the day.

smilise vho especially need help in plamning color schemes
and making an overall long-time furniskings plan sre the young
people who snticipate setting up homes of their own in a fev yeers;
the young marrieds who are so busy raising snd caring for the family
that they seldom attend club meetings. Those femilies might be
resched in speeial interest meeeting werkshops but best of all,
they can be resched tirough television, redic, and farm snd home
development programs.

Imost all families are invelved in making replecement of
chairs, sofns, tables, chests, springs, mattresses, rugs, or housebold
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Fouse Purnishings Plen of Vork--19%
Ruth Jamdson, Specialist

NALYSIS OF PROJICT SITUATION

There sre 150,997 forms opersated by 28,98 non-white and
122,99 vhite operators. There sre 416,341 rural ferm and non-
farm housebolds in Virginia. It is the concern of the house
furnishings specialist es to how she may sssist any or all of
these families in creating a liveble snd comfertable home to which
they may return st the end of the day.

families vho especinlly need help in plamning ccler schemes
snd making an overall long-time furnishings plam are the young

people who anticipate setting up hemes of their own in a fev years;
the young marrieds who are so busy raising snd esring for the family
that they seldom attend club meetings. Those families might be
resched in speeial interest meneting workshops but best of all,

they cen be resched through television, redio, and farm and home

development programs.
lmost all femilies are invelved in making replacement of
chrirs, sofas, tables, cheste, springs, mattresses, rugs, or household

e




folries. They find %t 4ifficult to make chodoes from the comstantly
changing Nunishings and filers marketed to fit in with the colors,
style, and soale with vhich the family started.

The medisn income for non-farm and farm families is §2,172.
Higher texes, higher cost of living snd inoressed cost of product-

ion have sll been esting into the farm family's memey for mainteining

his level of living. Unfortunstely, the furnishings of the home
are neglected first vhen income declines. At best, rural families
need te knov whether to spend now or later end how to get maximm
fomily sstisfaction from the fev dollars swallable for home furnish-
ings.

There 1s no stortege in fwmishings offered but fever farm
families feel thet they can reslly buy the upsealed fuwrnishings sold
today. This mey sccount for the swing to familiss asking for help
in making the most of the home furnishings dellsr through construct-
ion and removation of furnishings.

Lout the ssme nmumber of vemen work outside the home in Virginis
ss they do in the mation. Vhen a vomsn starts vorking she usually
drops out of home demonstration glubs. Thus only sbout 7% of clud
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members sre geinfully employed cutaide the heme. Radic is probebly
the best wey of resching the verking people during the lunch hour
or vhile they are having btreskfast.

Pemily patterns sre changing—-¥With 238 more pre-school children,
some help 1s needed in furnlshing the home for them. There are

45% more pecple 75 yeers of age or over and 13§ more pecple vho

ere betusen Lhe ages of 64 - 74 then in 1940, Sefety factors must
be included in pleomning end furnishing the home. Fmphasis needed
is storeis spece for children's toys, nom-slippery floor, fever
scatler rugs, and sestter rugs well smehoved. For all groups wve
need consider well constructed furniture and other furnishings that
do not soll easily.

80% of the families of Virginis have television. This includes
almost all growing femilies. Two of the biggest problems since
television has inveded the home js that of arrengement and balanced
light to safe-guard the eyes of growing children. Too many childyen
study or reed the funnies on the floer close to the television., In
the house furnishings fleld, ve could come neerer resching young
frmilies vho need help trrough regulsr TV progrems them in amy other

way.




The comstruction of house furnishings will be given in 158
specinl interest groups to resch people who attend cludb meetings
snd non-clul members and removetiom of house fwrnishings will be
glven in 117 white snd Negro counties to resch nom-club mesbers
in removstion of furnishinge, farm and home development fomilies
vill be included.

"Light for Tetter Living” is entirely the vork of » special
interest form and home committes. Its purpose is to resch a1l
people Lo meke Lhem svare of their need for "Light for Petter
Living.” 77 counties plan to heve "Open House" demenstrations
snd ot the seme time to get dealer cooperstion in supplying the
lamps. 19 coumties sre plamning to prejeet the plamning or
selection of house furnishings program to inelude others tivn
¢lub members.

MAJCR PROBLIMS IN HOME FURNISKINGS
Lt for Pasily Liviag

PROBLMS

t least 205 of Virginia femilies yet nmeed to be made sware
of the best use of light »nd sdequate light for protecting

its members' eye health.

Deslers in 00 counties are not willing to stock equipment—
portsble lemps and bulbs wntil there is more demend for them.
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JBJECTIV

To projeet the "Light for Petter Living" progrsm in 37 counties
to make 70,000 femilies avare of resesrch in this field and to
encourage those counties thet have emphesised it during the pest
twvo yesrs to oontinue to vork em it with groups, sehools, snd
individual femilies.
MITHODS=—:xtension vorkers will:

1. Cooperste with other sgencies in setting wp "Open Houses"

in 42 countles vhere families may get ideas foy lighting

their own homes.

Secure the nssistance of power supplier's home econcmists,

for method demomstrations to home demenstration olubs,

eivic snd 4~ clubs in 37 counties.

Use moss medin to resch femilies who do not sttend educetionel

meetings on light during emphasis period October 15 through
0.

Assist in setting up and using exhibits in publie buildings,
at fairs, and in loeal store windows during the emphesis

period.




5. Weork with pover suppliers in securing the cocperation
of dealers o mwie the recommended squipment, lamps,
and tulbs svailable to the looal pecple.

The house furnishings specislist vill serve as chairman of the:
xtension "Ligkt for Better Living" committes.

Virzinis Perm and fome Council Pixture snd Light Standards
committee.

111 serve as & member of:

Virginia Ferm snd Home Council's "Light for Better Living"

committee.

Virginis Perm snd Home Council's "Light fer Petter Living
Juide” committes.

Virginia FPerm and FHome Coumeil's 4~H Eleetric project commitiee.

She will premote "Light for Better Living" through the 4-H Home
Improvement projects.

In comnection wvith the vork em the "Light for Better Living guide,
she will contact menufscturers directly st the Southern Purniture
Market to get their cooperstion in providing recommended lamps to

the dealer.

Jbe vill contact other menufscturers by letter to secure their
cooperation,




MEASURING RESULIS

Le

letter will be sent each county and home agent at the
beginning of the year requesting their contimued pertici-
prtion in the program.

ach county will be ssked to indicinte the extemt of its

pertieipation.

! questiommaire vill be sent esch ecounty early in

November to determine the extemt of its partiecipetion
snd results ol tained., There is no place for this type
of report in (5-2]1 nor in the cutldine for the Narretive

Report.

It 45 estimsted that 70,000 femilies will be mede aware of the

"Light feor DBetter Living program snd that deslars will stock the

necded bulbs, and lemps, intwenty additiomal counties.
Cocperating Agencice

i xtension Service

Parm-fome Administreation

Health Depertment

oculist




Vocational Home Foomomics

Vocational Fducetion

PMixture distributors =nd Manufascturers

Three leading lamp bduld menufscturers

Farm lighting equipment menufscturers snd dealers
.

Housing

Fere and Home Development

House Purniahings

griculture]l ingineering: Farm Pulldings
Housing
fleetrie Project

Poul try
Deiry
Animal Husbeandry
Planning
MAJOR PROBLIMS
1. Femilies lack an understending of the besic principles
involved in creating »ttrsctive and liveble homes.




There is ¢ tendency toward impulse buying without plan-
ning resulting in lack of family satisfaction.
liome economists are getting teo little training in
Virginis colleges to immediately sssume self-confidence
in their sbility to aseist families with this intangible
problem.

CBJICTIVES

The specialist will encoursge families to:

1. Make » deteiled color plan of samples they cen secure to
coordinate furnishings, valls snd floors before any im-
provemeats are made.

Make o sorsp book of idess in developing » long-time home
furnishings plan to insure that the femily is well sware
of needs and vhst 1t wvente before going shopping.

Shop for idess snd bring them home for femily decisions
to avoid impulse buying thet will mct fit into the

overall plsn.
Projected
Demepstyations ~__  Counties Members Growps  Femilies

Color Schemes

100
Window Styles 180




Demonstrations  Counties Members Orowps  Fesilies
Beauty in the Home 4 9%

Good Design in lome
Furnishings

99
Plannin, , Long-Time 465
Walls and Wall Finishes 236

How to Combine Period
Purni ture

Planning Outdoor Living

ress
METHODS TO BE USED

The specialist will:

Trein agents andfr lesders in groups through demonstrations
and tours.

Use the following educational materials to get her message
sccepted—

Juntcheg of febrics and rugs, paint chips and colorful sccents
in working out color planning. Suitable fabrics snd styles end
equipment for windows.

Colorful mounted Lrochures of furniture styles in use todey
demonstroting how to develop the long-time plan, methods of
eliminating, meking the floor plen, and the sersp boock of idess.
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Slides of simple but attractive homes using well selected
febrice, rugs, furniture, and sccessories.

Tours--Following the demonstrations, tours will be arranged,
vhenever possible, to a furnishings store or a decorsting shop,
vhere the buyer or decorator will supplement information given at
the demonstration. Thus, sgents and leaders become better soquainted
vith local home furnishings deslers, sre sble to borrov materisls
needed for their own demomstrations, as well as to know what furn-
ishings are available locelly.

COOPERATING AGENTS

Locally Merchants

Visual Alds Departaent

res decorsting end depsriment stores

Sears-Roebuck, Consumer Division
RESULTS

This type of intangible work is very difficult to messure wntil
20 yeers later when :1]1 ot once ome finds attrsctive homes based on
® long-time plan which has finally been completed.

5=21 will be studied to determine hov many families have been

assisted with color plemning.




selectien
Urben, non-ferm, and ferm femilies all seem to have conflict-

ing problems. Due to higher living cost there seems to be lese
money for nev furnishings and replacements for wage ssrners off
the farm and considersbly less money for fummishings smeng farm
femiliss. Yet some families are interested in learning what to
lock for in buying.

PROBLIMS

l. Consumers sre confused vith the ever-changing merket.

2. Furniture styles and finishes are chamging, which will

last and wvhich soom will be a fad. How to care for the
nev finishes is » problem.

Man-made fibers sre increasing in goods sold for the home
20% sgeinst 660ifor neturel. Conswsers sre bomberded
vith nationsl and local adverti te that

Bt"houno furnishings
give the many good features/but leave out thet which

will not measure up to the consumer's expectation.
How to care for the mew fibers in rugs snd curtains is

a problem.




BJICTIVE:

lte house DTurnishings specialist vill advise leaders and agents, and

through them families, to:
Fnow spece requirements before going shopping to secure
shape, size, and scale of furniture and accessories needed
for their homes.
tudy home furnishings cetalogs te more clearly understand
the type of construction, materials, and finishes they oen
find on low, medium, snd custom Purniture.

Read labels on furniture, fabrics, snd rugs to learn what

meterial snd finish is used snd how to care for it. Ask
for informsation the label does not give.
Do comparative shopping on first teip to town to deturmine

slgn, quality, sad prices, Comsider wvhether the desired
purchage will £it into the home with other fwrnishings or
if 1t i3 needed.

Projected
trat

Selecting Lamps and
Bulbs

Choosing and Using
Lccessories




; tretd ¢

Faberd ele

Nge

ielection of Floor
overings

Murniture Selection

Plctures and Other
yall Decorations

Puying Fedding 2,001
METHEODS TO RE USED
The specialist will train the agents and/or leaders in two wvays:
1. Demomstrationg to show and tell what to expect in comstruction,
finishes, and care.
She wvill assist cgents and leaders in preparing their own
kits from brochures, fabrics, snd rug fibers, obtaining
from locsl stores snd nationsl meaufscturers.
2. Iourg to lecsl furniture, accessory, fabric dealer or
decor 1ting shop, to:
get cooperation between the two.

let selesman or decorator supplement the demon-
strotion given.

permit sgents and leaders to get » clearer pileture
of the problems snd compare them with fuwrmishings

that will last.
v A Y




jpecialist will make up for losm purposes:
3lides on furniture selection, comstruction on lov, medius,

and custom level.

Eitg on different fsbrics snd finishes used in home furnish-

ingo.

Bug kits of different fibers and weaves. Types of rug cushions.

3lides on sccessories-——how to choose snd use them.
COUPIRATING AGENCIES

Decorating shope

National Retail Pumniture issocistion

Netional Rug Asscciation

Armstrong Floor Coverings.

Puiniture Stores

Fatric Shops

Flerist Shops

Conatructicn of House Purnishinga

There has been a swving beck to demomstrations thet will help

families stretch the home furnishings dollar. This is probably due

to highsr cost of living snd lower farm income.




In stretehing ths swailable memey for furnishings, farm families
vill be buying better materisls using femily labor.
PROBLEM

Tre high cost of laber for meking slip covers, draperies, rugs,
etc. have mede them prohibitive unless families make them with
femily labor.
OBJECTIVES
ssist families:

1. To gain the sbility to plan, to select durable, suitable

fabrics with wvhich to make slip covers.

To develop skills that will ceuse the family to be prouwd

of its aschievemsnt.

In planning snd meking draperies of dursble and well de-
signed fabrics.

In planning snd making colorful hocked snd braided rugs

in sises suitable for individual needs.

In reslising how to use simple plants, folisge snd flovers
in making rooms cclorful aad liwable.




S1ip Covers

Hooked Rugs

Broided Rugs
Draperies

Making Lamp Shades
Flover irrsngements

Flover Arrsngements for
the Chureh

Dried Flower irrangement
Potted Plants and Containers

Maiing Bedspresds, Guilting,
Molring Pillows

Noedlepoint 2 M2
Matting Pletures and Framing § 824 &0

METHODS

All-day training vill be given agsnts snd/or lesders who will

resch families in clubs and in projected groups. Heeh leader trained
will be asked to train at least five others to further the project

in this phase of furnishings.




EVALUATION
Three phases of evaluation are needed:

1. Oroup judging of sctivities made In the club or at work-

shops to permit each participent to compare her ability

to deslgn or choose a design, and ber vorkmanship with
other members. A score sheet will be provided.
gents vill give leaders evaluation sheets to f1ll in at
the end of the training peried to determine how well the
training wes presented or learned.
pecialist vill study momthly reports and E5-21 to deter-
mine the effecliveness of this phase of work. Vas it werth
the time involved?
REBULTS
It 1s enticipeted that 25,000 femilies will be reached by the
selection, use, ond construction program,
—rrongenent of Nanliure snd jcoessories
PROBLIM
With the invesion of TV in 80% of the homes, the arrangement
of furniture in the TV room has takem & backward turn. The desler

often convinces the family that TV's are made for cormer arrsngemsnts.
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Then other furniture is eilber arrsnged in a top beavy fashion for
televiewing or in cntes—cornered which upsets all primeiples of
arrangement of fwrniture, pictures, sad lamps.
CRJICTIVE

To couse families to arrange TV em the wall across from the
sofs and best srrangement of seats for viewimg it.

To arrenge lamps to get light near IV and balanced light
throughout the room.

To use only furniture snd sccessories that are sotuslly needed
for decoration and use.
16 counties will tske this demomstration to 1,225 families.

METHOD

The specialist will trein agents snd/or leaders and they will train

families in two wvays—
1. By using slides to show how other rooms were srranged in
groups of conversstiom, musie, writing, resding, ete.
By partieipetion of members in growps, esch will arrange »
unit of the room, using furnishings found in the home.
/hen arrenged, esch group will tell why it arrenged the
wnit in thet way, followed by a discussion of changes that

-19-




can be made to meke the unit attractive and livable.
rticles not needed are discerded. This is followed Ly
a discussion——other needed fwnishings such as tubles,
ehairs, bookshelves, lamps, larger ssh trays, or plaats
to make the home liwvable.
RESULTS
It is enticipated that 5,000 or more families will be assisted
by this phase of home furnishings.
Benovetion and Core of Purniture
This phese of the house furnishings program will reeceive sbout
the same emphasis ns last year. The specialist often wonders if
the families will ever gel all their old furniture removated.
PROBLIMS
Farmers income is lover.
Taxes are higher.
Cost of production is wp.

Cost of living is wp.

Farm fomilies are putting off buying mew furniture.

(ld furniture snd fuwrnishings need remodeling, refinishing, or
reupholstering.




OBJECTIVES
The specialist plans to assist families:

1. To mele better use of furnishings en hand by remeodeling
it.

fo meke old scarred furniture lock almost 1ike new through
s series of refinishing workshops.
To restore good but unused in seale sccessories for new

uses.
Save labor in reupholstering chairs and sofas.
In knowing hov to sand and refinish floors with dursble,

ensy-to-care-for finishes.
Projected

Demonstretions Counties m m mm

‘pholstery 16 720 36

Refinishing Purniture 15 %w “#

Restoring /ccessories
Restoring Pieture Frames

Care of Rugs and
Purni ture

Floors snd Their Finishes

Mo king New Purnishings
from Old




METHCD
Training in clubs snd projected workshops to resch others will be
given by:

ipecislist for nev agents.

\gents in trsining lesaders.

Lesders troined in pest years.

From 1/2 day for restoring picture framss to 4 days for
uphelstering vill be required for these werkshops. Most of these
beve teen tokenm out of eluls and are conduoted where families
received demonstrstions oo ome phese, work om that, them snother
phase, and so on.

MIMBER EVALUATION

Members divided into groups will ewaluste their own work ss

compared with others deing similar werk,

igents will use n evelustion sheet to see wvhat famflles have

learned as a result of the work. Specialist will smalyse the

results reported in 15-2]1 to determine whether or not renovetion

is vorth the time involved.




4=l lome lmprovement

locording to 1950 Census this is s ere of early marrisges.
1f of the first-time lrides are between the ages of 14 - 19.
PROBLEMS
1. Prospective irides hove had little experience in furniture
end fuwrnishings shopping.
Budget is very limited, thus better plamming is needed to

buy satisfections.

Many young couples need an understending of how to restore
and use the discards from their peremts’ homes.

JICTIVES—To trein club members thet they-——

1. Can do » lot with a 1ittle.

2. FHawve orderliness——the key to & liwebie home.
an use their hobbles to decorate their rooms.
Cen meke « lot of a good plant, felisge, or well srrenged
flowers.
Comn save Lheir eyess by setting wp = good study eenter.
Need to study »nd plan before starting suy isprovements

in the home.




sam bave better furnishings vhen they buy the best in de-
sign, color, snd quality of materisl, seve by doing the
vork vith fomily laber.
PRCJICTS
lhe following projects sre used with 4=H homs improvement
nemlers—
Your Room—for younger members desling with storage, eare,
nccessories, lomps, furniture srrangement, and flower arrengement.
Jowr Purnishings—for older members dealing in color and
design, furnishings plenning, shopping for furaiture, window
Lrestment, remodelling and refinishing furniture for his own room.
Iour Nigme—for ndvenced members who are completiyg the other

rooms of the house, whose skills need to be developed to tackle

mere diffieult problems such ss upholstering, slip covering, re-
finishing floors, choosing lamp, tuilding closets, msking rugs

and draperies.
METECD

T™is 1s the weskesl part of the program. The 4~E programs sre
not planned st the same time the rdult programs are planmed 'nd very
little time is left from -dult requests for this phase of the work.

24~




Agents will be trained in groups for the sres or distriet in
» one-dsy meeting. All pheses of the projest must be discussed.
Then they will either train lesders or train the club members.
The specislist has offered to train older cludb members and
their mothers in county-wide groups on Saturdays or early summer
or twoe selected demonstrations.
EVALUATION
In eveluating the treining snd results in this project, the
specialist feels that:
1. Many sgents sre not ss well prepared for house furnish-
ings as they are for foods snd clothing.
Too many sgents sttempt to train mesbers rether than
expanding the project through the use of leaders.
4=l Hiome Advisory Committee
It is proposed to the 4~H olub sgent and the sssistent director
in charge of home demcnstration work that a 4~ Home Improvement

advisory committee be set up to study this project.
Burgose
1. To snalysme the existing 4~ Home Improvement projects in
the light of 4~} needs of Virginis families.
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To determine the best methods of training and using lesders.
To devise » mesns of stimlating more interest snd per-
tieipetion of 4-F members in this project.
Through participetion of 4-H members in this project it is
hoped to stimulate interest and participation of entire
femilies in home furnishings and in genersl reise the
level of living smong =ll age groups.

RESULTS EXPHECTED

To resch 5,000 4-f members with the three home furnishing
projects.

Irelected Progran

The comstruction of slip eovers, draperies, curtains, hooked
rugs, braided rugs, and bedspresds snd the renovation of furniture,
remodeling, refinishing snd upholstering are used as » means of
rescliing others then olub members.

The "Light for Petter Living" program will be projected frem
the state office in cooperation with Virginia Farm and Home Kleectric
Council. It is vorked through special county committess. (See
story in /innual Report.) 33 counties will have "Open House" demon~

strations to show end tell hov femilies may light up their own homes.

26~




In the 41 counties vhere recommended porteble lamps snd bulbs

sre stocked by locsl deslers, some families sre buying the right lampe
even though they have not heard of the "Light for Better Living"

progrem.




QO (agas
(SRAK A

White Home Demcmetretiom Program—1958-59

—"1in the clud 8l commties, 1203 clubs, 26, 289 members
——wpecial interest 49 counties, 205 groups, 457 meetings
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Negro Lighting 1958-%9
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