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Terracing

Po spreau the teaching and practice of terracing for the parpose of
preventing so0il erosion, conservation of soil moisture and improvemsnt
0f the soilse

Boil erosion occurs to some extent in practically every count; of the
state. In at least 267 of the counties it constitutes a serious problem.
Spil erosion results in considerable loss of fertility. Soil selentists
say crosion takes 20 times more out of the soil than does the growing of
cronse. 1f not checked in time, erosion will necessitate the ultirvate
abandonment of the land.

Investigations conducted in Charlotte County show that 89, of the farm
land is subject to erosion and that over 4000 acres werc abanuoned to
cultivation last yesr as a resilt of excessive erosion.

Promote terracing through terracini schools whieh include demoastra-
tions, meetings and propaganda. The county agent will assune leadership
in all terracing activities in his county. Definite demonstirators will
be selected in communities from farmers requesting aid in te:racing.
These demonstrators will agree to auvertise the meetin’ in their commu-
nity, provide necessary tools and power, and agree to complete tho
terraces as laid out.

The County Agent will:

1. Promote the project in his county by distributing the pﬂblicitj
material, etc. furnisihed by the department.

2« Seleet reliable farmers in different communities who have land in
need of terracinz, and wao agree to follow instructions,

3« ¥ake all necessary proliminary arrangements for heluing demonstra-
tions or schools. Advertise the demons tration.

4. Obtain a record of the results secarea in nis county due to the work
of this project.

The Cooneratin: Uemonstrator will:

l. Hecord results of terracing relative to erop yield, land vilue, etc.

2. Telp county agent secure an interesied groun of men at the demons tra-
tion.

3. Report on other terracing work done as a result of his demonstration.

4, Help hi= commnity to practice extension teaching in lerracing and
uphiold extension standards set out in deronstritors agreczent.

The Agricultural Engineerin: Department will:

1. fupply county agent with educational publicity material for use in
local papers; supply bulletins and other information oan terrseins for
distribution; furnish agents with complete instructlons on methed of
hanidling this nroject.
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2. Tend an engineer to the county to assist the agent in handling the
school; the engineer will assist the azent in givins instractions
on handling the level, buildinz terrace drag, and constructing at
least one model terrace =t each demonstrztion; help the agent witn
the solution of any particular soil erosion problem that way arise.

GOAL: To insure each county, men experienced in terracin: who can izke care

of the terracing needs of the county, so that the agents future effort
in terracing will bte parely iustructionul and advisory. BResults will
be measured by onusber of men trained to uo terracine, and number of
acres terraced as a result of demonstrations
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The assistance given you in terracing is beins siven for the purpose
first of helping you {0 save or rebuild the top soil on your farm, nnd second
for the purpose of influencin: other farwers in your cormanity to adopt the
same Extension practlices. This would result in building up a fertile soil in
your community.

As a cooperating demonstrator it is exzpocted that you will study the
terracing bulletin to be secured from your county agent, and apply the methods
they present.

Your terraces shculd be built at least 20 feet wide at the base, and
2 feet nigh in the middle as soon as posaible after work has started.

It is necessary to build all fills over gullies extra neavy. The
terraces outlets must be biz and generous.

You should farm terraced land as nearly as possible with the terraces
at least for tine first year.

Daring the first rain storm after building, it is important thati you
visit your terraces prepared with a shovel to help prevent any breaks.

You should encourage ynir neignbors to terrace and you are expected
to report to your county agent on a blank furnlished by his the results of
your terracinz. This report will give information on cost and benefits of
terracin:.
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