Research (Exploration and Communication): Lesson 16

Dear Dr. Dugan,

Thank you for contacting me about your current research investigation. Due to extensive
research | have recently conducted, | feel that | can provide you with a feasible and
effective research design.

First, you want to make sure you and anyone who is working with you have a clear
understanding of the research question and the final product. It seems to me that your task
is to determine the top 100 most influential Americans and your final product is a book.
Before you dig into the research, consider determining what you and your assistants
already know about the most influential Americans. Are there any people that you all
agree should be on the list even before you begin to research?

Second, you will want to determine what sources you will use to help you answer your
research question: Who are the most influential Americans of all time? It seems to me,
considering your current topic, magazines and newspapers will be better sources for you
than encyclopedias and books.

Third, you will want to locate and access these sources. Finding the source can be easy,
but finding the relevant information within the sources can be hard. A couple of things to
be aware of: 1) Finding resources on the internet is tricky because people can say
anything they want on there. Check to see if you can find who writes, updates, or
publishes the website and check their credentials; 2) Check the publication dates of any
source you use, you don’t want to use something too old and out-dated.

Fourth, you will want to read texts and organize your notes so you can easily refer to
them later. You may want to try a note-taking system with only one piece of information
on each card. Also, make sure each notecard is tied to a source; this will make creating
citations easier.

Fifth, you will want to synthesize your notes/findings. You will need to determine the
best way to share your findings with your intended audience. From your letter, it seems
that you have already decided that you will showcase your research in a book.

Finally, you will want to evaluate not only your final product, but your research process
as well. Peer evaluation is a helpful tool in getting a different perspective on your
research and your product. Before you even start researching, create a quality checklist
for your final product. This will give you working guidelines as you begin to uncover
who are the most influential Americans.

Sincerely,

Susie B. Student
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