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Commentary

This year’s edition of The Bugle may come as a shock to many
while being a delight for others. The traditional colors of maroon
and orange have been reinstated but the implementation of a
two-volume format is totally new, as is the photojournalistic style
used in the Campus Life section.
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A major problem with compiling a
yearbook is that there is only one chance
for a success or failure. The measure of
the book’s success is usually determined
by the sales of the next annual the fol-
lowing year. But the number of times the
book is referred to, its accuracy of in-
formation and its ability to place the year
into its proper perspective adds greatly
to its credibility and respectability.

Another problem stems from the year
to year changes in staff. At the start of
each fall term an entirely new group
must be instructed in the mechanics of
publishing a book of the quality which
the student body deserves. But such a
turnover is accompanied by a great loss
of information as to which techniques
work well and those that don’t.

The Board of Visitors passed a mea-
sure which would create a communica-
tions degree under the guidance of the
Performing Arts and Communications
department. This is a commendable first
step. But what is really needed is a
school of journalism which would assure
consistency in technique, accuracy and
quality in all Virginia Tech student pub-
lications. It would also allow academic
credit to be given to those who give of
their time and talents to student publica-
tions.
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The University has changed greatly over the years and
the yearbook staff intends to reflect that change.
A.K.M.
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