
Rubric for student review
*This document can be highly customized depending on 
what types of feedback you wish to obtain from students regarding your OER*

[title of book] / [author name]

Review for chapter ___________________
Reviewer initials _____________________


I. READING TIME. Record your start and end times for reading the chapter. Read the chapter as you normally would. If that means making a PDF or printing or skimming the chapter, then do that with the chapter :) How long did it take you to read the chapter? 

II. OVERVIEW. Please write one or more sentences for each.
A. Strengths of the chapter

B. Weaknesses of the chapter

C. General observations

D. Suggestions for improvements

III. HOW FEATURES OF THE BOOK DID OR DIDN’T SUPPORT YOUR LEARNING (or that of a [level of course (e.g., junior-level)] undergraduate student).
A. Did the parts of the chapter work well together to support each other and your learning? Did it seem coherent?

B. Text. Was the text clear? For example: 
1. Did you notice any sentences that were too complex? (please be specific)
2. Were new terms sufficiently defined? (Feel free to suggest glossary terms)
3. Did you spot any typos or other errors? 
4. What suggestions do you have for improvements?

C. Images/Illustrations
1. Were there any you didn’t understand or skipped over because they were not helpful? (if so, please list them)
2. Label any places where you think an additional diagram might be helpful. (Ok to draw a conceptual diagram by hand or find one that you like better and paste it into your review)
3. What suggestions do you have for improvements?

D. Videos (if linked from the chapter)
1. Would you watch the video(s) linked in the chapter? Why or why not? (i.e. are they too long, not on topic or not focused enough or some other reasons)
2. Do you have any suggestions for additions and/or replacements?

E. Chapter discussion questions
1. Did they cover the key points made in the chapter? If not, what would you suggest adding? Is there anything you think is “extra?”
2. Did their location make sense (feel free to suggest location(s) you think might be better.
3. Would something else do this better? If so, what? What suggestions do you have for improvements?

F. Other features
1. What other features would you like to see in the chapter? (Feel free to use your imagination and don’t worry about whether technology to add these things is technically possible.) 

IV. GETTING THE MAIN POINT. 
A. Did you get a clear sense regarding what the chapter is about?   [yes / no / somewhat]
B. As written, what is the “main point” of the chapter? (ok to list 1-3) “I don’t know” is also ok.

V. HOW CAN THIS BOOK BE IMPROVED FOR [level of course (e.g., junior-level)]  STUDENTS?
A. New vs. old information
1. How much -- and what -- information in the chapter was new to you? [all  / most  / some / almost none]
2. What was new information for you in the chapter?
B. Do you feel that you have sufficient background or “prior” knowledge (or know where to find additional background details) to understand the chapter without too much difficulty? [yes / mostly / mostly not / no]
C. Please list any concepts / topics / parts of the chapter where you weren’t quite sure that you had enough background knowledge to get it.
D. This class will be taken by students with a number of different majors who have different background knowledge. These majors may include [list of majors that this course/textbook may impact]. Please share any insights regarding additional background concepts or information (we might include links or short descriptions) that might be helpful to these students from diverse majors?
E. Please list any other thoughts or suggestions about the topics above.

VI. CLARITY OF WRITING. When reading it is easy to gloss over sections that are confusing, too complex, or are not clearly enough written. These are the sections we want to identify. 
A. Were there any sections that you skipped over -- or you think other students would skip over or struggle with? Why? What are they?  (Please mark them on the PDF or list them here.) 
B. Are there any concepts, ideas, or examples you struggled to understand (and either skipped or looked up to find more information)?
C. Was there anything in the text that seemed “extra” or unnecessary? (Please mark it on the PDF or list them here.) 
D. Is there anything (content / examples / stories / features) you’d suggest be added that would strengthen the chapter?

VII. OTHER OBSERVATIONS/SUGGESTIONS/IDEAS. What would make this chapter more useful or interesting?
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