


Vathewe County

* 1

Mathews Cowty is located or the west shore of the Ches-

apoake Bay. It is alrost surrounded by the bay, rivers and

inland watervays,
The land is lov and flat vith an average elevalion of
than ten feet above sea level,
The farmes are swall and diminishing in mmber,
1959 Census 1954 Census

Total land area 55,680 Acres 55,670 Acres

Land in farme 2,763 Acres 16,27° Acres

Jropland harvested 4,722 Acres 6,114 Acres

Average size of farms 51.7 Aores 0.7 Acres

Value rer acro 9,202,67 $291.,06

Number of farms 247 45¢

Reduction of fares by dofinitio:

Comrerciel forma 7

Mite orerators : 416

Hon-arhite onerators A2

Managars

A1l tenants 1

Avorage age of operator 58,7 Yoars

Corn produced 182 farms 1,793 acres 360 farma 2,145 acres
Wheat produced 35 farms 280 acres 47 farmas 245 acres
Outa produced 26 farms 170 acres 32 farrs 154 acres
Soybeans produced 116 farms 2,268 acres 283 farva 3,115 acres
Comrereial flovers and bulbs sold 15 farms ee—— 149,423

Jtanding timber sold 13 Carms e——— $25,%07

Total popul stion of Mathews County is about 7,000 people and

has ben so over the past many years,

It has one high school and three elementar: schools for
wvhite children and one combination high school and elementar;

school for nonewhite children,




athews County has 23 vhite churches and 6 non-w'ite churches,
It has 8 physicians and 1 dentist, There are 2 voman's clubs,
4 garden clubs, 1 Lion's Club, 1 Ruriten Club, 1 Chamber of Commerce,
1 Civiec Loague and 7 lodges,
Mathous County is all rural with ne major industries in
the county,
o DBoard of Agriculture
J. A, ¥ickelborourh - Commercial ercps and comwercial flowers
T, L, Kenp « Gereral crops, truck erors, commercial flovers
Johr Pirg - Custor farmer and renter
We P, Sadler « joultry and general erops
H, L, White « general crops and businessman
J. C, ¥iller - Buainesswan and large woodland owner
James Turpin - Dairy farmer
Sherwe Sutton « Farm and hore supplies dealer
L. L, Spith -~ Banker
3, Pruce Jones - Minister
e Sore Froblems
'he decreasing number of farms and farmers in the county

presents problems in planning end administering eourty or

project programs,

Acoording to the census in 1945, there are 961 farws,

1950 « 713 farms, 1954 « A58 farms, 1999 - 247 ferws plus
67 farms which were not included bocause of change in def.-
inition,

There are only 45 commercial farms, Of these, only




0 indicate salee of (2,000 and more, Fractically all of the

rost of the farrs were sither worked by eustom werkers or

vorked Yy owmers vho used their e, uipment te work other small

farms,
T haxr jere 5 dairy farms, vith only two of these com-
moreial dairy ferms, 5 po'liry farms and 10 livestock farms,
The smal)l nunber in esch project makes having an all-day
peoting, with specialists to help, impractical, To help overe
come this Aiffieulty, two or three counties combine for these
meetings,
en, the protlem arises as to how to get farmers to
other cowrties for meetings, This year only 6 farmers
Agronomy Meeting in Gloucester County and 3
oultry Veeting in Glowcester, Ve
Lhree courty Cucunber Veeting in Vathews County,
ovs County had 26 farrers attend and only abtout 19 cam
one cowty and 5 came from the other,
It seems that individual farr visits, eircular letters
constart flow of information through the local paper

radio station are the Yest ways to furnish information

ot action,




Je are well suprlied with organisstions, In & small

are known personally by slmost everyone,

vhere wve

wvo can build wp eonfidence and furnish informetion through
mnizations,

these

1 Agronomy
Agronomy Comrittee
James Turpin,

lobert Lewis, John Bing
and J, A, Mickelborough

A Sold

1, Situation
About €0 percert of our soil 1s low and wet-natured,
such as Fallasington ar

soil i3 now

Hlkton, Fortunately, most of this

in Loblolly pines which grovw well in this soil,

Y an-

f our pastures are grown on Fallsington and
Moyock soils, The field crops are grown chiefly or

‘as~afras,
Eeport, Kompsville and similar types of soil, All of owr
land »

oaponds well %o good ranagement,

Owr s0il 1s natwally low in phosphorous, potash and
inde to bo acid,

o have a complete set of soil type maps, soil samples
of represer

ative tyres

and soil monoliths %o help us make
recomran’

tions and tesch soil management,




Most of our farrers are not familiar with soil types

as we think of the do not realisze the necesaity of
coertaln management practices wvhich will get better results,
2, What Vas Attempted
Owr objective was to help farmers know the character-
istics of the various soil types on their farms and to
halp them namage their soll for greater profits now and
in the future,

s ineludes soil tyre capabilitiss, amount and

of 1ime and fertilizer aprlication for vari us

ercps, incereasing ad maintaining organic matter, good

drainage practices and timely vorking of the land,

Vo encouraved farmers to have their soil tested to
help determine the present fertility and as a guide for
liming snd fertilizing for each erop and future fertility,

3. How Work Was Carried On

Joaven circular Jletters were sent to the farmers
regarding soil types and panagerent as vrelated to cash
and conservation crope,

Seven radio talks included topies related to sofl

yres, testing soil and recognizing tyves and managerent

for greater profits now and in the future,




-

irtoen news articles were written to promote better

undorstand iy > 11 ard panaging for more profits ad ocon.

mrunity meeting with 4] present and one couw tye
g with 120 present was held at vhich seil ty
ranagerant vere discussed,

The Agronomy 3chool presented information about soil

ar eir managorent,

t seven Lell Club meetings, scll types end management
were teught,

In owr office 1 a ysar-round display of monoliths of
soll types, Also, Jars of soll from the different horisons
of the various soil types, These attract much attention
and are uwsed to portray the differences in some of our scil
types and vh) recommendations are different for different
types,

of s0il tests and recomendstions are
based on scil types, Farmers can see the difference in

s0i]l types and ecan better understard recorrerdations

vhen they realise the differences in the various types,

Practical every recorrendation, after soil tests, is




would not be farmed in
dotenatured land not only grows good
probably not Ye used in the future for fare
eroye, e m ! pPlanting better drained land intc grass
or other crops vhich could easily be converted besck into
crops if noeded in the future,
alsc emphasis irainage vhere needed as a vital
11 management, There was about & pereent
ork 4 this year than last year, Drainage
he diffieculty of petting heavy machinery
for small jobs at a roasonable cost,
The goal of 25 percent more fields tested wvas not reached,
In fect, wo had about 20 percent less fields tested this
yoar thar 1ot yoar, his rartly due to the decreasing
mmber of farms and partly dus to the mmber of fields
tosted in the three or Touwr years, The chief reason
wvas probahl; ‘ fact tiat we 4id not place as muech

erphagis on » o ng this year as usual, This should

probably be s cpped up next year,




farms in 1954 to 247 farms i
L5 commercial farma, of 2,145 acres of
1,393 acres of corn and

indication of what i» harpening

ignificant that 71 farms have gone int
rogran, There are only ore or
vith more farms in this
Office Manager and I agreed that be-
ave contacted us about putting
neervation Reserve Program in 1961,
continue,
recs that higher yislds by economical
fertiliser, increasing general soil fertility,
anagerent and scil eultivetion practices, the
weod, careful harvesting and improving marketing
all necensary for greater profits or perhaps
exist in our farming business,

arns are wnalle to support the necessary

machinery for sconomical production of such erors as corn,




or
to mey ¢ developed,
Met Uas Atterpted
r2 get greater rrofita fyror
better rractices and management, to help ex-
P, 1{‘,:*!110.‘ at ther erone vhie st A rroduece
rrofi er acre for mmaller farns or in conjunctior
with fiald erops in lare farme to helpy find and use rarkets
more atvantegeously,
How Work Was Carried Cn
were sant to all farmers, These
vhases £ the rroduction of corn and
placed on using good seed, time
rel practices and earefh)
ceireular lotters vas placemert

rding to scil types,

araonal contacts, rewspaper

e hardling, storage and marketing of

botter rrices and %o make better




so farnished %o or-

Joar an encourae

sare was true

L}

production,

Speci

. G, H, vogrl, How

A, Vickelborough




ard cormere!al

whers vhic
to the best rarket rlaeces,
af™ar harvest indlcated that

2 woar. tha
’

~t

continus t)
marketing faci)iting which will
» for bhoth hloom and bulbe,

1 with local dealars hal: them

importance of good seed. We hope to help




o pramote this work, Usually
the office to get definite inforwatiom,
nce &« a perscnal letter or

changes
revicus

ortunity %o be in

helpe %o emphesise the needs,

JOu Can ™in &

altheys Countj

similar methods,




r opportumities

liry vhich may be done

Tasli a
grains,
aclLlices,

ioultry Feeting

Forustry

Forestry Commitlee

ranc ireston, J, O, ¥iller, Edgar Heeves,
F. C. Fintall and Charles Stanley - foreste

Htuation

36,000 acres of forest and woodland




arried

ter aseistl

jroceedures,




38 wvoere visited and

valua

zearis,

nterasted in a long-t




patural leaders

our ferestry program should




health need

er Guidance (

racognize

rareble

e son have had

in rohabi) itatior

and ecapable of

ser-i g

our reorle were not making







Four eircular letters vere sent to all Mathews

County orgenisat inisters regardin’ the clinie

and ment

moto an article

nevspaper, The pietur
acod or e ront page
£ articles, t chalire
principal of our larpest

ticles vhich wvere rubl

articles lead us to
sctive

cormittee agre

resulis can probably be measured

number of refersls from Vathews County as comp

other participsting comties, Only

three other countiea

ave aus, e population of these

cow ties is reater than Mathews Cow ty and they




are locatod closer to the elinie, The rest of the courties

hrve 4 y rofe hows County,

ownh laiscaping




Mowers a

are favorable Tor lewns ard

garde drained land, insects and

disease ry resulis for vhich ve

ual ity vegetab

wrrie

inforvetion vas furnished by

wr
the local radio, This ine) wiec

prod seeds mx ant mulch

’ na,

, prumning, cultivating practices

Teoserval.on,
rat

vere given on prus.ng,

ophone ecalls, office visite




moat effective for making changes

rubs and fruit trees,

ricane Uonna we were asks




oor Improvepert", "Forestry Appreciation” and

on o wrt, but




as & moans of developing skills, good working

B111tdes,

blackboar! i : sirate

items Lo e incliuded in Lhe




orber was more




individual represen
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Agricultural Extension Service
of the

Virginia Folytechnic Institute

Mathews, Virginia

November 2, 1960

Dear 4 H Club Parent:

It may be too optimistic to hope that L-H projects or jobs
can be made fun for the members. Projects are a definite
part of L-H progr: We hope at least to help make the jobs
the children should be doing around home seem less burdensome
to them. Our highe ¢ Is that your child and you may get
real enjoyment and las g value from their project.,

A few suggestions to make this possible are: 1. When children
work together or in competition on a job it gives them an in-
terest which is not usually gotten when just one child is given
a job to do. ¢ Competing for prizes or receiving recognition
of a job well done i n incentive which stimulates cheerful
action. 3. When ti ild feels the job or article is his
own, he usually mes more responsibility than otherwise.
L. When the parent knows what the objectives and requirements
of the jobs are, and then helps the child to reach these fairly
persistantly, the childs interest will not wane so soon,

S. Helpful material and information which we can furnish helps
the child to do a better job. 6. Modest awards are offered
for the best projects in each category.

Please look over the available projects for your L-H member
or members and help them choose the project which you both
decide would be most suitable and satisfying. I hope each
member will be prepared to choose his or her project at our
next meeting.

Your's ily,

i}‘ /)M‘
Py
E. L. Phillips,
unty Agent

An Bducational Service of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute
in Cooperation with the U.S, Department of Agriculture and
County Govermments
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things. The members
ncciderts, then does
simple and it

start with a very small investment

This small investment can grow with

betantial amount when they will need
it fe : rted in life's work,

The y ; n" project helps the member to
learn and appreciate \ i1 3 really mean t ur county
and country. This pr : f real value to a diligent
membe

", "Dairy", "Beef", or "Swine"

¢ to the members unless
members receive and
quires the keeping of
n be especially helpful by
ep these records as the pro ject
jects can be of real and lasting

I want the 1 se th rejects in their November

meeting. Pleass 1y X ild £ the project most
suitabl o him a is m i will do what I

can to ve i 5 . n D u is enthusiasm through-
ut t}
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