It s getting harder all the time to get people to attend
farm meetings due malnly, we think, to television and mdlo pro-
grams. Sluce most of our farmers are part time farmers it i»
negessary lo most cases to have our farm meetings at nlght whieh
also conflicte with television, radio and other activities, Since
it 1s bard to get farmers to attend night meetings the county agent
feels the best uay to get ilaformmtion to these people ls through
redio and news articles,

KIX., Bwaluation of Year's Work

Keeping in mind our main objective in agricultural Extension
teaching in the county 1s ‘o improve rural living standards we
triad to tesch the farmers and the family better lmproved methods
of farming, homemaking and working together as a family umit,

It 1s hard to ewaluate in dollars and cents the help the
Agricultural Extension Service has bensfitted the people in the
county, Our timely news articles and madio programs no doubt
have helped numerous ruml ancd urban people in thelir farm and
home problems than is possible for us to have a record., Ouwr agri-
cultural prograz is a continuous long time program and since most
of our farmers are part time farvers it takes longer and is harder

to got agricuiturl progmus across, not dus %o thelir ignorance
but, dus to thelir interest., I' is & very slov and discouraging
process in lots of cases, however, each year we feal ve have made
a great deal of progress over the previous year,




The county, state and fedemnl agencies, business and civie
organisations and others have been very cooperative with the county
agent in assisting in any way possible with the Extension program,

As brought out in this report, the banks have been very coope-
rative with the county agent and the Extension prograz a the county
agent has assisted them wherever possible with their respective pro-

grazs dealing with rural people.

The civic organisations have lad the county agent on their pro-
grams to discuss the agricultural programs within the county and to
advise them in agy way they can help. The county agent is well
pleased vith the splendid relationship he has received from all or-
ganizations including business, civie, federal, state and looal
agencies, operating within the county. The redic and press lave
given us splendid cooperation. The ;ress 'ag been very cooperative
in publishing timely articles the county agent wants published free
of charge. One of the redioc stations gives the county agent twenty
minutes a week free of charge for his program,

® used the following methods in our public relat
grams:

Inform rural people of the warious prograss effecting
Lhem,

Organize rural people to carry out programs in rural sections
of county.
Inform urban people of agricultural program and problems,

used the following general educational activities in pro-
moting our public relations program by persomal comtact with rural
and urban people in the office and field, meetings, conferences,
letters, press and radio,

XIVIII, Other Means of Reaching Rural People

The county agent feels that a double barrel approach is still
necessary in reaching ruml people, that is through sass media and
by persopal contact, Where only one of these approaches is used
in the Extension progras the county ageat feels that the Job s
only half done. Fersomal visits are absolutely nscessary so is
mass sedia. 4 weskly radio programs vhich the county agent has
for twenty minutes has given the farmers, non farmers and the
urban people more timely informat than he has been able to give
through meetings and individual contacts,

Sext to our radic progras in reaching rural people and othevs
interested in timely agricultursl iaformation is through articles
written by the county agent which are published most of the time
by two of our weekly papers.




We had one annual dinner meeting with & very ioteresting
progras relating to farm and home problems.

IVI. County USDA Emergency Faaning Committes

The plan of vork submitted % the state office falled to
finclude the County USDA fSmergency planning committee. Howvever,
the county agent feals that the work done should be writtea up
in this report,

Mr. ¥, T. Povers, Adninistrative Officer of the Virginia
Agricultural Stabilization and Conserwation Service Office, was
paned by the USDA Emergency Flanning office in Washington, U, C
8 chairman of the USDA State Mcrgency planning committee of
Virginia,

The county Bmergency Flannlag Committes consists of the county
Agricultural Bxtension Ageant, the Soll Conserwation Service sork
Unit Conservationist, the Muruers Home Adaministration County Super-
visor, Agricultural Stabilisation and Conserwation Service ‘ounty
Office Manager, and the United States Forest Service representative,
The county agent was designated chalrman of the Wise County USDA
Emergency Planning Committee by Mr. Fowers, chairman of the State

Energency Flananing Committee.

The county USDA emergency planaing committee is to carry out
the department's responsibility in the county for ‘efense mobili-
sation planning. This committee has very important defense responsi-
bilities in planning for any natlonal emergency. In the event of
such an emergency, it would have vital funetions with food, soll
and water as well as an educational program ila the rural areas on
Civil Defense Mobilisation program,

The committes met twice during the year, The chalrman and
deputy chairmmn attended s reglooal mseeting in Roanoke on USDA
planning and Civil Defense,

IVII. Public Relations

The county agent's goal in publiec relations is to work vith
local, state and federal agencies on programs for genersl welfare
of the people in the county., The coun'y agent has always been
villing to assist with the ygrams conducted im the county with
organisations who seek his help vhere it is beneficial to the
people within the county,




Bank of Baltimore at Big Stone Gap which was well attended. The
meeting was very i1.teresting and lnstructive.

¢. M and fose Adainistration

The Marm and Home Administration office for Wise, Scott and
Dickens n Counties is located ia Gate City, Scott County, and is
under the supervision of Mr, H, P, Miller. Mr, Miller has an office
in the Wise Court House where he attends business in Vise County
the first and thrid Monday of each momth,

The Farm and Home Administration loans money to farmers who
do not have enough eredit to borrow at the loeal banks or Pro-
duction Credit Association., Mr. Miller is very cooperative in
saking these loans in the county and is very coopermtive ia our
Extension programs,

de vsed the followling methods in our credit and losaing program:

a. PMnd out amount he desires to borrov and how he inteads to

use loan,
b. Direct him to the loaning agenay best grited for his type
of loan and amount,

do used the following general educational mctivities in coope~

rating with credit and loaning agencies through meetisgs, perscmal
contact with farmers by county agest Lo the office and fleld, radlo,
press snd letters.

LIV, Rurel Organisations

The county agent's goal was to organise farmers and homemakers'
clubs provided rural community people wanted such alube,

Since there is little or no interest by enough of the ruml
people in their community to have community clubs the county agent
bas not organised any this year,

&V, Farm and Home Develomment irogram

The county agent's goal was to malntain and work vith the ten
farn and home development families,

These ten farm and home develorment families are the Extension-
Tennesses Walley Authority demonstration farmers im the county,
The county agent worked individually vith these families in thelr
fars and home problems,




The county agent's office and the Agriculturel Stabilisation
and Conserwatlion Service office including county sommittes, com-
sunity committeemen, office manager and distriet fleld represen-
tative coopernte sxceptiomally fine,

The county agent used the following methods in assisting vith
the Agricultural Stabilisation and Conserwation Service ifrogram:

a, Atpend county comalttee meetings whean possible.

b. Keep in touch with county office regularly to see If
farmers are participating.

¢. Keep up with changes in program,

d. Bxplalo progras to farmers,

We used the rfollowing general educational activitles in pro-
moting the program by meetings, personal contact with farmers by
county agent in the office and fleld, radio, press and letters.

XIII. Cooperation with Credit and Loaning Agencies

The county agent's goal was to help farmers obtala credit
when advisable.

a. loeal

We do not have any loonl agencies loaning soney to farmers
in the county exeept our seven looal banks. Thess banks are be-
coming more interested in obtalining farmers' loans than io the
past. The county agent and local banks have sxeeptionally good
relationship. Any time farmers wvishing to obtain lomns that the
county ageat thinks should be handled by local banks he advises
him to get the loan from the bank he does business with,

Two of our local banks are sponsoring two pig chalos which
started 1o 1954. One of these banks is also buying 4~H Club
calendare to be distributed to the 4{-H Clubs sad loeal mserchants
in thelr banking territory.

b, M Credit Administration

The Production Credit Association and the Federsl land Bank
of Baltimore have a jolnt office with the same personnel handling
both loans located at Big Stone Gap Lln Wise County serving Lee,
Scott, Dickenson and Wise Counties., The sexecutive seeretary, Mr,
Rufus Rollins, and Mrs, Kermit Wilson, Secwetary, are very coopers-
tive in making loans to our farmers vhere advisable, They are also
very cooperative vith us in our county Exteasion program,

The county agent attended the annual dinner meeting held for
the patrons of the Production Credit Administmtion and Federal land




b. Good programs.

e. Attend meetiogs when possible,

d. Visit as many of the club projects as possible.
o. 4~H Club Council meetings.

£. 4-H Club Camp.

We used the follovwing general educstiomal activities ia our
4~H Club program by otings with rurel and urban boys and girls,
project instructions by county agent in meetings, visits to members,
press, radio and letters.

KIl. Cooperation with Agricultural Rabllisstion and Conserwation

Service

The county ageat's goal ws to serve a» ax-olficio sember of the
county committee and advise farmers of the progras.

The County Agricultural Stabilisation and Conservatlon Service,
formerly ealled the Production Marketing Admisistration, has a county
committes of four members, twelve community committeemen, one offlce
sanager and one aclerk., The county agent is the fourth asmber of the
committee who is sx-officio member without a vote or administrative
power,

The county comm'ctee handles the adaiaistration of the program
within the county under the direct supervision of the State Agricul-
tural Stabllisation and Conserwation Service committee from Richmond,
Virginia, Mr, buford Slevins, District Supervisor, supervises all
of the work done by the county office mamager and committees within
the county,

The twelve community committesmen are responsible to the county
committee 1o any vork in their respective community dealing with the
Stabilisation and Conservation program. The county and comsunity
committeesen are pald for thelr services on a per diem basis. The
county agent, belng ex-officio member and a Federal and State paid
employee, does not receive any compensation for his services in coo-
nection with the Agricultursl Stablilisation and Conserwation Service
programs,

The United States Secretary of Agriculture holds all the county
agents responsible for the sducatiomsl phase of the Agricultural
Stabilisation and Conservation Service progras within thelr respec-
tive counties., The county agent works closely with the county com-
mittee and office manager in regard to the county program. The
county agent not only discuse’s the progras with the farmers in the
of fice and field but on the mdio programs during the year trying
to get the farmers to participate in the programs and to obtalin the
practices that are most beneficial to thea in conservation on thelr
farms,

L.




XI., 4~H Club Activities

OQur goal in 4-H Club work was to maintals the 24 4~H Clube
ve now have,

Since we sent in our spring report on the number of 4-H Clube
and earollasat we organised a community 4~H Club at the request of
the community bdoys and girls,

Since there is not a home demonsteation agent in the sounty
the county agent takes care of the entire 4-H Club pr gram, both
boys and girla. There wvere 322 girls and 268 boys enrolied in
968 projects in the 24 clubs,

The county agent had 1 menber earolled in coran with no com=
pletions; 4 earclled in potatoes with 2 completions; 72 earolled
in vegetable growing with 32 dompletions; 7 earolled in ssall frults
with no completions; ) eanrolled in soll and water conservation with
1 completion; 73 earolled in forestry with 31 completions; 28 en-
rolled in poultry with 11 completions; 9 earolled in dairy cattle
with 5 completions; 4 earolled in beef cattle with 5 compl stions;
15 enrolled in svine production with 9 completions; 9 enrolled in
pony care with 1 completion; 5 enrolied Lo rebbits vith 5o com-
pletions; 87 earolled in entomology with 33 completions; 83 en-
rolled in electricity with 43 completiocns; 24 earclled in automo-
tive care and safety with § completions; 102 enrclled in beautifd-
cation of home grounds with 44 completions; 137 earclled in looking
your best with 159 completions; 296 enrolled in safety with 199
completions; 4 members enrolled in apple trees with 1 completion,
We had 59.9% completions ia projects.

%o had eight members attendiag Senior 4-H Club Cam; at the
Southwest Virginia 4~H Club Center in Abingdon, Virginia,

We had sixteen oclub members attendisg Junlor 4-H Club at the
Southwest Virginia (-H Club Cen*er in Abingdon, Virginia,

We had one 4-H Club boy and one 4=H Club girl attending Fontana
Canp sponsored by the Valley Wide Tennessee Valley Autiority Demon~
stration Association,

Wo had three girls and one boy attending 4-H Short Oourse at
VFl, Hlacksburg.

Weo had four 4{~H Club boys attending the 4-H Porestry Sohool
at Jamestown 4~H Club Camp,

W used the following methods in promoting our 4-H Club program:

8. Good leaders if ,cesible,




soral contact with farmers by county agent in the office and fleld,
mectings and letters,

X. Forestry

The forestry committse set as the goal %o plant wasteland to
desirable forestry tree seedlings and better care of farm wodlots,
increase tree seodling plantings 350 acres over 1960, two more
forestry demonstrations shoving proper forestry management.

I an sorry to say ve were unable to find sultable forests and
ownership to establish two more demonstrations showing proper forestry

mosgenent, However, we are continuing looking for same,

We feal that the farmers and landowners through our very intensive
forestry program are taking better care of their farm woodlots than
they have in the past. They are thioalng out undesirable, 11l shaped
and diseased trees of desirabls species and are doing a better job of
selective cutting for farm and commerciil use, Seversl of our far-
mers are reforesting their mined stripped land and wsteland to
short lesf, white and loblelly plaes.

The forestry committes and county agont are putting on an in-
tensive tree planting prograa with the coal strip operators and owners
in reclasiming the conl mined stripped aress, Most of the coal strip-
pers and landowvners have been very cooperative in this project,
Sowever, there is still & lot to be done,

The committee feels that we surpassed our goal of planting 350
acres of forest tree seedlings this year,

We assisted 650 farmers and others ln forestry tree seedling
plant ings; 48 farmers and others in timber stand lmprovement; )06
farsars and others in timber harvesting; 35 feowmers and others in
mark ting and 9,950 farmers and others ilu fire preveation.

The county agent attended one forestry sehool in Hlackstone
fo: one week vhere he obtained valuable laformstion whioch he will
po 18 on to farmers and others interssted in forestry.

Wo used the following methods ia our forsstry program:

a. Geot seedling trees from TVA and State rurseries for faraers
and landowners to plant on wasteland ard coal stripped areas,

b. Show farmer and landowner the need for proper woodland
managemsnt,

W used the following sducational sctivities in promoting our
forestry program by personal contact with farmers is the office and
field by county agent, specialists, radio, press and demonstmtors,




fars labor in most oases,

There is not much we can do about the farm labor situation ex-
cept sncoursge farmers to obtain labor saving machinery vheo he can
sconomically use it,

We used the following methods in our farm labor program:

a. Comparison of farm labor with machine labor,
b. Mot enough fars labor awailable,

We used the following general educational activities by per-
sonal contact by county agent with farmers in the office and fleld
and radio.

VIII. Agricultural Planning
Our goal in agriculturul placaing ws to complets Lhe organi-

sation of the County Agricultural Extension Service Hoard vhich we
have done.

Thi: Extension Service Board is sade up of six commodity groupe
vhich are the agronomy, livestock, horticulture, poultry, dairying
and forestry. We also have one youth committes. These committess

and the Extension Servige foard met and planned the Extension pro-
gream for the year and a five year program.

IX, Cooperatives

The county agent's goal in cooperatives was to help the Wise
and Lee Dniry Herd Improvement Asscciation and the #ise and Lee
Artificial Hreeding Association be more beneficial and successful.
He encouraged dairymen to participate in both of these associations,

The county agent assisted in lhe organisation of the Big Seven
Canning Company Cooperstive in the county.

The county agert alsoc helped the Southern Sates Stores vithain
the county in obtaining better strains and quality of seeds and
analysis of fertilisers recommended by the agronomy department,

We used the following methods in our cooperative program:
&, Benefits dairymen obtain by belonglog to cooperative,
b. Consultation with directors and manager.

e¢. Importance of dairymen supporting ecoperatives,

We used the following general educatiosal activities Ly jer-




d. Cultural prectices.

o. Kinds and amounts of fertilisers to use,
f. Iasect comtrol.

g. DPlsease control.

We used the folloving general educational activities through

personal contact with ruml and urban people by county ageat in
office and fleld, letters, press, redio and bulletins.

VI, Bxtension-Tennessee Valley Authority Demonstration irogras

Our goal was to carry out the Extension-Tencessee Valley Au-
thority program ss outlined for 1961,

Since the county ajent does not have an assistant, it is very
hard for him to carry out as good an Extession-Tennessee Valley ‘u-
thority demonstratios program as he would like. However, he has
worked with all demoustrators which is tea,

We had cne annual dinner meeting for the demonstrators and their
wives at vhich meeting wve discussed and planned how to make the demon-
stration program better in the county.

We used the following methods in our Extenslon-Tennessee Valley
Authority demonstration program:

s, Consult with county committee concerning best method in
oarrying on Extension-TVA program,

b. Individual farm planning with demonstrators,

e. Advise demonstrators of changes in progrum.

d. B account books.

o. Assist ic balancing farm business,

f. Feld meeting on demonstration farms,

We used the following genersl educational solivities in our
Extension-Tennessee Valley Autnority program through meetings, letters,
personal contact vith demonstrators by county agest in the office and
fleld and specialists,

Vi, Parm labor

Our goal in farm lator was to help furmers obtain labor saving
mchinery vherever he can ecom mically use it, thereby, hiring labor
only vhen necessary. Although there 1s a lot of unemployment in the
county due to mechanisation of the mines, it is very hard to obtain




The main vegetables we are raising for sarket are snap beans,
tomatoes, irish potatoes, head lettuce, kale and sweet corn,

We used the following methods in our vegetable ;rogram:

a. Market demand in county and adjolining market exceeds our
productlon, however, hard to sell on accouat of pocr sar-
kating system.

b. Bettor warieties and those warieties that are disemse re-
sistant if ada;ted to county,

¢. Seed tremtment,

d. Proper application and kind of fertiliser to use,

o. Kind of insect spriys to use and when %o apply.

f. Kind of disease sprays to use and vhen to apply.

g§. Rotation of vegetable crope to control diseases and lnsects.

b, Better greading and packing.

i. Cooperative market and cannery,

W used the following general educational activities in our
vegetable production by personal contact with farsers by county agent
in the fleld and office, press, mdio, letters and bulletins,

E Oroasental Horticulture
Our orsasental horticulture committee set as our goal in orna-

mental horticulture to beautify our home grounds im both urban and
rural areas,

The county agent 'as made several visits helping both rursl and
urban people with numerous flowers and ornasental . shrubs and lawn
probless, He has also halped vith landscaping school grounds, seeding,
fertilising and liming football fields. He has attended some of the
garden clubs and has received numerous office and phone calls re-
lating to omamental horticulture problems.

‘Yo assistad 5,175 farmers and others in improved flowers and
strains of flowers, crmamental shrubs and trees; 3,142 farzers and
others in use of fertiliser; 8,110 farmers and others in controlling
injurious Lnsects; 7,152 farmers and others in controlling disesses;
210 farsers and others in harvesting and storing; 62 farsers in effie-
fent work methods; 3) farmers and others in some phase of marketing,

Wo used the following metlhods in our ormamental hortlculture
progrem:

a, Kiade of annual and blennual flowvers,
b. Kind of trees and shrubs to plant,
e. Kinds of lawn mixtures to seed,




120 farmers and others in controlliag lajuricus insects; 145
farmers and others in countrolling diseases; 21 farmers and others
in harvesting; 12 farmers and others in efficient work methods
and 21 farmers in some phase of marketing,

We used the following methods in our ssall fruit program:

8. Show farmers the demand far exceeds the supply of berries.

b. S£5%w farmer it is a good cash crop, sspedially for the
mall farmer,

e. Proper location and soll type for good berry production,

d. Best varieties suited to our county.

e, Get plants from reliable sursery.

f. Preparstion of soll before planting.

g Kind of fertiliser to use and amounts and time to apply.

h. Control of diseases and iniects.

i, How and vhen to mulch strawberries.

J. Fowv and vhen to prune raspberries.

k. Hov and vhen to prune grapes.

We used the following general educational sctivities by perscnoal
contact with farmers in field and office, meetings, letters, radloe,
bulletins and specialists,

D, Vegetable Production

The vegetable committee decided not to iLnerease vegetable pro-
duction until the growers organised a cooperative market and/or
obtain a commercial cannery.

Since it ws definitely decided in early spring of 1961 that
we were going to organise a cooperative commereial cannery and that
the cannery would csn tomatoes this year, we put on a very iotensive
educatiomal prograz of maising tomatoes for the oannery.

Due to getting such a late start with the cannery, it wms too
late for a lot of the vegetable growers to change their plans to
raise commercial canning tommtoes this year., However, we had aj-
proximately 24 scres raised.

Wise County, with its loam soil, its good mainfull and cli-
matic conditions, make it an excellent county for growing all warieties
of vegetables that sar be grown ln our type of climate. Until we
obtain & cooperstive market and the cannery oan ean other vegetables
besides tomatoes we feel we should maintain our present vegetable pro-
duction instead of inuveasing it, We feel that by msintaining our
present vegetable production we are able to market our products with-
out too much difficulty in our county, adjacent Kentucky counties
and the vegetable market at Knoxville, Tennesses,




some of the growers are planning to plant small pesch orchards
in the near future,

Since most of our leading peach varieties get winter cilled
and spring frosted the growers are witing for hapdler warieties
to be propagated that will withstand our cold condition.

We used the following methods in our peach program:

a, Kind of site for peach orchards.

b. The nev varieties recommended for county,
¢. Kind of fertiliser to use,

d. OCultural ;rectices,

e, Pruning.

f. Control of diseases.

g. Confrol of insects.

We used the following general educational activities in
our peach program by personal contact with farmers by county agent
in the office cad fleld, cretings and through specialists.

C. Small Fruits

The fruit committee set our smmll fruit goal to lscrease our

acreage of stravberries, maspbesries and table grapes all we pos-
sibly can as the present production is way below the demand,

The commitiee did not set any specific acreage goal. Since
our solls and climate are well adapted to small fruite and with
an excellent market we feel that the farmers, particularly the
small farmers, should mise more of these small frults as their
main cash crops. The smmll farmers with thelr family labor in
most cases can take good care of at least one~half to one acre sad
make a good income from samse,

The fruit committee and county agent have worked hard in
trying to get more mmall fruits planted but sinee there is a lot
of hand labor to small fruite, especially stravberriss, the farmers
seem to shy away from its production even though it does pay = nice
income.

I am sorry to say that we oaly had apyroxisstely twelve acres
of commercial strawberries, four acres of commercial raspberries
and no commercial planting of grapes this year,

This year wo assisted 96 fammers and cthers in iaproved wa-
risties of mmll fruits; 105 farmers and others in use of fertiliser;




season with the fiul’ growers in the orchards helping them de-
cide which spray materials to use and time of application for con-
trol of both insects and diseases,

Ve assisted 1,910 farmers and othess Lo lmproved varieties am
strains of apples to plant; 1,520 farsers and others in use of lerti-
1lizer; 2,190 farmers and others in coctrolling injuriocus lusects;
2,510 farmers and others in controlling disesses; 180 farsers and
others in harvesting and storing; 85 farsers and others in efficient
work methods; 192 farmers and others io some phase of marketing.

We used “he following methods in our apple progras:

a. What constitutes a good apple orchard site,
b. Desirable apple warieties and thelr desirsile sports to
plant sccording to consumer demands and thelr growing 'abite,
¢. Advantages of canning plant.
d. Use right vind of spray materials for diseases and lusecte,
o. Apply spray materials at proper time.
f. Appl> spray matetials thoroughly.
g. Frune trees properly.
h. Proper application of nitrete and commercial fertiliser
to trees.
Prope~ cultiwation of orchards.
Orctard mice control.
Thin apples If too heavy a set,
Proper plcking, greding and packing.
Impcrtance of saistaining quality from pleking until recches
consumer.
Recommend the Extension Horticulturists keep apple grovers
informed if Food and Drug Administretion change the amount
of tolerance of any of preseat insecticides.
Recomsend the FHorticultural Experiment Station and Extension
Worticultural Department do more research on physiclogical
eoffect of apple tree fertilisation on leaf and fruit develop-
ment with respect to quality of frult at harvest,

We used the following genersl educationsl sctivities in promoting
our apple program by meetings, tours, specialists, timely spray infor-
mation through spray cards, letters, press, mdio and personal contact
vith farners by county agent in the office and field.

3. Fach Production

The fruit committees set our long time goal to plant 1,000 acres
of desirabl: peaches only on good sites.

The 1961 goal was to plant as many orchards as possible as there
is only one small pesch orchard in the county. I am sorry to say
we 4’4 not plant any commercial peach orchards this year, lHowever,




makes it well adapted to apple growing. We feel that the applaes
grova in the mountains of #ise County for the above reasons have
& better flavor than those grown in most parts of the United St_tes.

We have an sctive frult grovers sssociation which meets monthly
exoept in January and October which has helped the fruit committee,
county agent and horticultural specialists put over a very intensive
educational apple progrmaa it the county. We do not meet in January
on agcount of the annual state horticultumal soclety meetiog and the
month ox October due to harvesting., Prectioally every month we have
one or more of the speclalists from the Extension Horticulture De-
partasnt or axperiment Station to discuss timely topies. These
specialists as well as the county agent are continuously dwelling
on the production of high quality apples through the use of right
kinds of spray materials, timely sprays and thorough applioation,

We also discuss other timely topics on orehard sanagement at these
meotings such as proper fertilisation, pruning, mouse control,
pleking, grading, packing, marketing and sany other orchard problems,

We had eight monthly night meetings, ome all day (rult school,
one twi-light orchard meeting, ore all day tour of orchnrds i(n the
county and picnie. The all day fruit school in Wise County was for
all growvers in Wise ana eight other Southwest Virginia countles, The
school was conducted by frult specialists from the Extension Horti-
cultural Departaent, Entomologists and Flant lathologlsts and other
specialistes from the Horticultural Experiment Station,

We had a very enjoyable and instructive all day tour of orchards
in the county with s very fine plcnic served By the wives of the
fruit grovers, Bighty-five fruit growers, their vives, horticulture
specialists, marketing s;ecialists and county agent a'tended this
tour and pienie,

¥Wise County was highly honored by two horticultural speclalists,
threes county agents and twelve frult growers of Kentucky spencing
the best part of two days touring snd studylog the apple industry
in dise County. The county ageant conducted the tour, This tour
was highly successful and was enjoyed by all,

We are pleased with the apple erop in Wise County this year
considering we had a great deal of cold weather during the apple
blooming period. We estimate a 65§ normal cwop which ws approxi-
mately 190,000 bushels. The quality is exeeptionally good but the
sise a little mmall due to unfavorable growing cond!tlons earlier
during the season.

Since the apple spray programs are becoming more and more com-
plicated the county agent spent a lot of time during the growing




waristies and to build a coo -mtive packing plant and cannery,
The committes's goal for 1961 was to bulld a camnery, to locrease
present plantings by 150 acres, take out as many unproductive
trees and undesirable warieties in present orchards as jpossible
and replace them with sports of desirable warietiss, to lncrease

ter quality of apples grown and a better quality pamck. Also,
maintain quality from packing shed to consumer by better hand-
1ing methods.

The county agent is happy to report that a long time goal and
dreas was realized tals year in establishing a camnery in the county.
The cannery 13 loocated at Big Stone Gap in wise Coumty which i
cantrally located for Lee, Scott, and ¥se Countiss for the production
of vegetables and apples., However, most of the apples are produced
in ¥Wise County. This cannery is a cooperative set up of mot only
farmers but interested people of the three countiss. Due to get-
ting the cannery in operation late, it only canned tommtoes and
apple sauce this year, however, in the future we sxpect to ran
other vegetubles.

Since the Wise County agriculture census is incorrect due to
the sccasrators not belag able to complete the county, the county
agent feels that the 1956 census is more correct ia reporting our
commercial apple tree population. Our commercial apple tree popu-
lation in Wise County has decreased 32% since 1949 according to the
1956 census. Trees of bearing age declined 38% during this perlod
but trees of non bearing age increased 1%, The sumber of comuer..i
orchards decreased 195, from 70 in 1947 to 57 in 1956, The to'al
sumber of apple trees including non bearing and bearing age 1. 1949
was 51,068, The mumber of non bearing and bearing age of tress in
1956 wms 34,955. In view of these statistics the committes in a
long time program desires our apple tree population to be spproxi-
mately 105,000,

We feel that we have accomplished a great deal in our apple

tree planting goal fur this year, There vere approximately 4,200
apple trees of good warieties planted this year on good sites and
approximately 4,800 trees set in old orchards replacing undesirable
varieties, weak and dead tiees, The min reason for our decrease in
commercial orclards was the wast increase in cost of production and
marketing the spples in comparison to the little or no inorease in
the past twaaty-five years in sale price. The committee and county
agent feel that unless the fruilt growers organise isto cooperatives
%0 buy supplios and squipment and for marketing purposes, they will
be forced out of business.

Wise County is well adapted to apple growing especially im tho
upper section of the county around the Jise Court House due mainly
to its high altitude., With our normal reinfull which is genermally
well distributed over the year and our soils belng of a loam nature




W used the following methods in cur pork production prograa:

a. More sows to farrow,

b. Better care of sows at farrowing,

¢. Breed sows to farrow in spring sad fall,

d. Better feeding methods.

e. Feod more minerals to breeding stock and fattening hoge.
f. Treat pigs for woras.

§. Vaccloate to preveant cholers,

We used the following genoral educational sotivities in our
pork production prograam by personal cortact with farmers by ocounty
agent in the field and office, letters, press, redio and bulletins,

C. Sheep Production

The livestock committee decided that our goal ia sheep pro-
duction should be to take better care of sheep now on farm and not
to increase sheep production dus to large population of dogs. This
is the committes's same goal as last year,

We have an excelleat county for sheep and used to ralse a very
large population of sheep until the shesp fammers were forsed out
of business due to the large population of dogs.

W assisted 4 farmers in selection and breeding; 5 farmers in
better feeding methods; 5 farmers in contro'ling diseases and in-
ternal parssites; 5 farmers in controlling external parasites; 4
farmers in some phase of marketing,

We used the following methods in our sheep production prograi

&, Better oare of ewes at lamblng.

b. Better rams.

¢, Better feeding methods.

d. Wora flock three times duriag year.

W used the following general educational activities in pro-
soting our nheep progmaa by personal contact with farsers by county
agent in the fleld and office and bulletins,

5. Horticulture

A. Apple Froduction

The fruit committee set as our long time goal to triple our

apple ree population, take out old trees and undesirsble wvarietles
in our present orchards and replace them with sports of desirsble




W feul that we met our goal of 258 increase. This lncrease
was malaly by the old beef cattle farmers locreasing the sise of
their herds ns very few farmers weat into the beef cattles snter-
prise this year, The farmers are culling thelr beef catile more
rigidly snd replacing them with purebreds and better grades and
obtalaing better bulls. The beef furmers who do not have cow
and calf herds are buying better calves ia the fall to feed and
grase and sell them in the following fall.

This year we assisted 76 farmsars in selection and breeding of
beef cattle; 302 farmers l. etuver fesding management practices;
505 farmers in controllilng diseases and internal parssites; 2
farmers in more efficient work methods; 106 farmers in some phase
of sarketing.

¥ used the following methods in our beef eattles program:

a. Better bulls and cows.

b. Better pastures by use of lime and phosphate.
e. Use of complete fertiliser vhere nesdad.

d. Better y.

e, Better coatrol of dissases and parssites.

f. Better fesding management,

We used the following general educational sctivitles in pro-
moting our beef cattle progrem by personal contact with farmers by
county agent in the field and office, letters, press, radio and
bulletins.

B. Pork Production

The livestock committee set our pork production goal to in-
c;lou 20% 1o 1961 over 1960, This is the same goal as established in
1 -

We feel that we increased our pork production only 10%
falling short of our goal 105, W have not been able to get the
farmers to raise enough brood sows to supply enough pigs for the
fattening pig sarket in the county. We feel that we have obtalned
sost of this 108 inorease in pork production through the i(-H Club
members haviog sowv and pig projoets,

We assisted 418 farmers and others 1o selecting and breediog;
oy Jurmers and others in better feeding methods; 540 farmers in
contro.ling sxternal paiwsites; 830 farmers and others in controlling
diseases »~d intermal parasites; 41 farmers and others in efficlient
work sethods, 475 farmers and others in some phase of marketing,




dairysen operating under both of these programs have stabilized
the milk marketing conditious.

We were very fortunste this year to have the Virglala State
Holsteln Priesian Hreeders Assoclation Flald Day in the county
vhich was well atiended vith great laoterest and pleasure by approxi-
sately 200 dairymen, specialists and others from cver the state,

e used the following methods ia promotliag our dalry program:

15 and 20 cov herds good income for family size farwa,
Batter cows from high producing parentage to replace
culled cows,

Inerense cov population from cows of high producing
parentage.

More ladino and orchard gmss pastures.

Better astures by resesding on thin pastures,

Better jastures by use of lime and phosphate.

Use of complete fertiliser vhers nesded.

Better ay--alfalfs, clover and lespedesa,

Better curing methods of tay,

Small graln for late fall and early wister gmsing.
Better sires from high ;roducing parentage.

Better barns.

Dniry Herd Improvement Assoclation.

Artificial Breeding Assoclation.

Breed cows to freshen in fall and wister months wvhen milk
is noeded most,

Make peo’s conscious of county produced ailk tarough
advertic .ent.

Bettar feeding management,

Wo used the following general educational activities by per-
sonal contact with farmers by county agent in the office and fleld,
latters, meetings, bulletins, Extension-Tennesses Valley Authority
demonstration farmers, specialists, press and mdio.

4. Livestock
A. Beef Gattle

The livestock committes set as our beef catile goal to Llncrease
production of beef cattle 25% La 1961 over 1960 and to increase
quality and better finish on our cattls, This is the same goal as
establisied in 1960,

The committes felt that with the incressed acresge and better
quality of meadows and pastures we would need at least a 254 lo-
erease in beef oattle production as well as an isorease lo dalry
cows as recommended by the dalry committes,




3,512 farmers and o%hers in controlling disesses and loternal
parasites; 85 fammers and others in efficlent work methods; 340
farsers and others in some phase of marketing.

¥ used the following methods in our broiler production pro-
gramt

&, Better stmain of chicks for broller production.

b. Obtain baby chicks from pollorum free hatcheries.

¢, Better brooders.

d. Better feeding methods,

o, Better sanitation to control diseases and jarssites.

We used the following general educational sstivities by per-
sonal contact with farmers by county agent ia the office and field,
letters, madio and bulletins.

3. Dairying

The dairy committee set our dairy goal to ilnerease our com~
mercial cow population 20% and our ailk production 45% in 1961
over 190,

We feel we only increased our commercial cow jopulation 15%

instead of the desired 205, This 15f Llscrease in dalry cow popu-
lation was done by our present dairymen as mo nev dairymen wverse
started in the county this year, Neither did we meot cur goal of
45% more milk production tils year dus to falling short of the
increase in commercial cows, howevar, we feel that wvith the in-
crease 1o commercial cows plas better cow culling, feeding and
other sanagement practices, we ilnereased our milk productioam 304
instead of 451 as desired,

We feal thet the dlse-lec Dairy Herd Improvement Assoclation
vhich was organised with the assistance of the county agents of
Lee and Wise Cc nties about twelve years agoe has helped our dalry-
200 & great dea. in belng able to weed out the undesirsble, low
producing cows and getting records of dams and offeprings so the
dairymen will kmow which replacements to keep or sell to other
dairymen.

Wo slso feel that the #lse and lee Artificlal Breeding Assool-
ation vhich was organised about nine years ago by the dalrymen of
the two counties has been a great help in lmproving the dalry herds
for higher production in both countiss.

The dairymen of dise County and all the other Southwest
Virginia counties as well as parts of Tennessee, Lentucky and West
Virginia are operating under the Tri-Jate Milk Producers Associ-
ation and the Federnl Marketing Milk Control Act., We feel that the




agent in office and fileld, contact with Agricwltural Stabilisation
and Conservation Service office as to tobacco allotmests, press,
letters, specialists and bulletins.

2. Poultry Froduction
A. Increased Egg Production

The committee's long time goal in poultry production is to
produce all the eggs as far as practioal and possible that are
consumed in the county., Our goal thds year is to produce JO% more
oggs than 1960,

We feel that we met our egg production goal of 0L We feel
ve gained most of this increase in egg production maialy through
two of our largest poultrymen vho have ifncressed the sise of their
flocks, The rest of the lncrease ws dus to better birds and mmnage-
msat of fars flocks, W did not have any inorsase in commercial
flocks,

We used the following methods ‘o our egg production program:

s, larger farm flocks for more oash income,

b. Obtain pullets from pollorum free hatoheries and pullets
from higl  coduclag parestuge.

¢. Better i sing.

d. Better £\ ding methods.

e, Jore rig’ oculling.

f. Better » itation to control disesses and parasites.

€. 0ot baby :alcks for laying flosk early so they will start
laying ia latter part of Aagust and middle of September,

W used the following gecoral sducasional sotivities by per-
sonal contact with farmers by county agent in the offlce and fleld,
by letters, mdio and dulletins,

B. Incressed Broller Production

Our goal was to increanse broiler production by 5% in 1961 over
1960 mainly for farm consumption, Dus to the extreme low yrice of
broilers and high cost of feed and not haviog & broller dressing
plant in the county or nearby, the committes did not *hink 1t ad-
visble to put on a very intensive educational progras to encourage
our farmers to ralse brollers for commercial purposes. However, ve
feel that the furmers should incremse their broiler production ty
5% of which they would have for thelr own consumption with a few
brollers to sell to thelir neighbors and nearby grocery stores,

This year we aselsted 1,95 farsers and others in selection

and breeding; 2,418 farmers and others in better feeds and feeding
methods; 2,870 farmers and others in controlling external parsites;

~12-




We used the followving methods Lo our approach to proper land
use of coal stripped areas:

a. Soil and water conserwation,

b. Soil amalysis.

e. Bes® use of land.

d. PFPrepamation of land after belug stripped,

We used the following educational activities by personal con-
tact wvith farvers, landowners wod coal strip operstors by county
agent in the rinld and office, by letters, press, mdio, demonstre-
tions and speriuliste.

J. Burley Tobacco

The agronomy committes set our burley tobaceo goal for all the
burley tobacco allotments to be planted. There were 207 burley
tobacco sllotments with an screage of 82,21, There were 10,13
acres of this allotaent not planted.

Again this year in cooperation with M, G, R, Mathews, Bx-
tension Burley Tobaocco Specialist, VPI, Hlasksburg, Or. R G, Heo-
derson, Experimen' Mation Flant Mthologist, the Ascrican Tobamcoco
Company, Reynolds Tobmcco Company, and Mr, Melruder Slemp, tobacco

farmer, we put on an acre dewonstration of burley tobacco of ten
different varieties of one-tenth acre smoh, This tobmcco will be
chamioally vested “or flavor, nicotine content, aroma, disease
resistance and yiald, These tests will help the experizent station
and tobacoo companies in determining which wrieties of burley to-
bacco to grow that will fit our ueeds the best, We are sure that
this demonstration will be of great helpr in determining the best
varisties to grov. This demonstration wis visited by representatives
of these tobmcor companies, Mr. Mathews, Dr. Henderson, county agent
end others during the growing season.

We conducted two burley tobacco grading demonstrations this
fall to aid the farmers in better mandling, grading and marketing
their tobacco,

We used the following methods in owr Lurley tobaceco program:

a, Varieties best adapted to county,

b. Kinds and amounts of fertiliser and lime to apply deter-
ainsd by soll amalysis for plant bed and fleld.

¢. Preparation of plact bed and flald,

d. Cultural practiocss best adapted.

o, Harvesting and curing methods,

f. Proper griding and care,

8. Marketing.

% used the following genersl educational sctivities in our
burley tobaeco program by ersonal contact with farsers by county

i~




We feal that we fell short 5% of resching our goal, This
practice seems to be one of the hardest practices the county agent
has io his entire agronomy program, Most farmers are realising
the importance of contour and strip cropping ln saving thelr soil
from washing snd bec.ming less productive esch year.

This year we sssisted 516 farmers and others io contour and
strip cropping. With a large percentage of our land belng steep,
we feal that this ia one of cur most lmportant Jobs io assisting
farmers with proper rotations within the stripe, the closeness of
the stripe according to degree of slope and other ocultursl and ferti-
liser practices on these steep slopes,

¥ used the following methods in our comtour and striy erop
programi

s, Wlue of strip cropping.
b. FProper rotations in strip eropping.
e, Width of strips on differsnt degres slopes.

We used the following genersl educational sctivities by per-

sonal contaet with farmers by county agest in the field and o>ffice,
by letters, press, radio, bulleting and specialiste,

I. Proper land Use of Coal Stripped Aress

The agronomy committee set our goal of 40% of coal stripped
land to be put in adepted crope or forest tree seedliogs in 1961,
This is the same j0al as 1960,

I am sorry t« say that due to lack of state leglslation re-
quiring the coal »irippers and/or the landowner to level the land
back ioto s practical mmaner for crop production, we vere oaly able
to get about 25% of our coal land to sdapted clovers and grass mix-
tures or planted to forest tree seedlings,

Most of the land that we were able to get the coal strippers
and landowners to properly prepare has been planted to gress and
clover aixtures, small grain, or lespedesa according to the degree
of fertility and humus, However, some of Lhe level stripped areas
wms planted to tree seedlings, mostly short leaf and vhite pine,
About 5% of the ares that was stripped but not leveled by the strip-
per and landowner has been , lanted to pioe tree seedlings. In most
cases, these plne tree seedliings are growing exseptionslly well,

W are still trylng to get proper state legislation pessed
vhereby all of this coal stripped area will ve woperly leveled
and planted to its best land use,




to the shortage and nigh cost of fare labor, farmers were not able
to keep their steep pastures brushed as well as they would have
liked to have done, Where the pasture land was not too steep, a
lot of the undesirable vegstation was mowed by machinery. Also,
some farmers have kep thelr pastures clean of undesirable vege-
tation by syraying weeds and brush with chemicals, Several of

the farmers have improved thelr old pastures by resseding where
necessary snd by proper use of fertiliser and lime. The nev pas-
tures vers seeded in most cases with better adapted pasture mixtures
and were better fartilized and limed than in the past,

¥e used the following methods in our pasture prograsi

a. Steep land used for row crops would be more profitable
sesded to good pasture mixturss.

b. Brush off pastures wvhere needed.

¢. Resesding pastures vhers seeded.

4. Best adapted gresses and legumes for pastures in county.

o. ladino and orchard grass pasture.

f. Application of lime vhere growth and sell analyeis show
the need.

g. Applioation of phesphate.

h. Application of complete fertiliser vheare needed .

i. Advise against over or under grasing.

We used the fo'lowing gwersl educational agtivities in pro-
moting our pasture program tarough Extension-Tennessee Vallay Au-
thority demonstrator:, personal contact with farsers by couaty ageot
in the field and office, Agriculturml Stabilisation and Jonservation
Service Program, press, redio, bulletins aad specialists.

We are pleased with the response ve are obtalning from our far-
sers in our intensive formge crop program. The farmers ars seedicng
better meadov mixtures, fertiliszing and liming them betler as well
a8 cutting and curing hay when it 1s at its best, The farsers are
doing & much better job with thelir pastures by seedicng better jas-
turs aixtures, fertilising and liming and better grasing sethods,
They are alsoc seeding more ssall grein in the early fall for early
vinte: and spring grasing.

There were approximately 500 acres of corm land taken out of
cultivation this year and seeded either to pasture or msadov sixtures
vhich is an excellent step 1o better land use and fars sanagesent
as & lot of this corn land is steep and should be in conserwation
crops.

H. Contour and Strip Cropping

The agronomy committee set our goal for 20% more farmers to
properly strip erop iao 1961 than last year,




We used the followving genernl educational sctivitlies in our
ladino clover and gress ixture progras by personal contact with
county agent in the offlce and fleld, by letters, Exteasion-
Teanessee Valley Authority demonstrators, radio, press, spe
and bulletins,

F. Other lLegume resses for ‘ay and Snsilage

The agronomy committee set as our goal for othor legumes and
grasses for hay and ennilage to ineresse 251 over 1960 and to grow
and cure better hay and better ensilage.

We feel that we increased our acreage of hay 258, We feel tiat
ve increased the yield 75% over last year due to an sxceptionally
good growing season. #e feel that we surpassed our goal of 254 in
acreage of ensilage by 208, We feel that we looreased the tonnage
of ensilage by 30% due to better groving seasom, proper hybrid corn
for ensilage, better fertilisation, better cultural practices, mainly
spraying easilage for wead control.

The farzsers are realiszing msore all the time the importance of
cutting their bay at the proper stage of maturity for high protein
sod chlorophyll content and palatability,

We used the following methods in our legume and gresses for
bay and ensilage progream:

&, Better use of lime and fertiliszer,

b. Kind of legumes and gresses best adagted to locality and use.

e. Higher mate of seeding in nev meadows,

d. Cutting at proper stage to give higher proteln and chloro-
phyll comtent,

eo. Proper curing to produce more palatable hay with higher
protein and chlorophy’) content,

f. Installating of more hay driers,

g« Installation of more siloe.

e used the following genwrsl educatiomal activities in our
hay and ensllage program by personal contact with farsers in fleld
and office by county agent, press, letters, Ertension-Tennessee
Valley Authority desonstrators, redlo, bulletine and specialists.

G. Msture Improvement

The agronomy committes set as our pasture lsprovement goel to
increase both permanent and cropland pastures 208 over 1960, e
feel that we surjassed this goal 208, Seversl of the farmers have
taken land out of cultiwation and put it 19to pastures and meadows
dus mainly to searcity and high cost of farm labovr., However, due




especially dairymen and beef cattle men, seeded it for early
grasing and to turn under in the spring as & green manure crop.

Our 1961 mixed graln goal was to locrease cur screage 130
over last year, We feel that we surpassed this goal by 100 scres
as severnl farmers seeaded mixed grain for late wioter and early

spring pasturs.

o used the following methods in our ssall grels progras:

a. Advantages of growing small grain erop for feed on farm
for family and livestock.

b. Advantages as cover crop and winter pasture,

¢. Adwantages as hay and ensilage.

d. Plant certified adapted varieties for county.

o. Proper fertilisation and liming sccording to soll analysis.

f. lroper seed bed preparation,

g. Time acd rate of seeding.

h. Proper tise to harvest for hay, ensilage or gmin,

We used the following general educationsl activities in our
small grain program by personal contact with farmers by county agent
in the office and fleld, press, letters, Extension- essee Valley
Authority demonstrators, speclallsts, radic and bulletins,

E ladioo Clover

The agronomy committee set for cur 1961 goal 200 new farmers
grov one acre of ladino clover and orchard grass mixture for every
three head of livestock on farm. We fesl that we fell short 75
nev farmers growing at least one sare of ladino elover and orchard
gmass for every three head of livestock on farm. However, we had
approximately 125 furmers who have been growing ladine and orchard
gmass or Kentucky 31 Fescus to increase Lhelr soreage to approxi-
mately 450 acres. Most of the farmers growing ladiso clover and
grass mixtures for the first time wanted to grow small acreage
see how well It would grow snd also es %o vhether or not Lhelr
eattle would bloat before putting out the agronomy committee'
recommendat lons,.

e used the following methods 1o our ladino clover and gress
mixture program:

s, Best use of ladino clover,

b. Soil adaptation.

¢. Seeding with orchard greass or fentucky Fescus 31,
d. Freparation of land,

eo. Lime requirement (soll smalysias).

f. Kind and amount of fertilizer to use (soll sample).
g§. Rate of soeding.

h. Care of stand.

1. Grasing ssoagement to prevent bloat,

T




We uv-~ the following general educatiosal sctivities in our
alfalfa progras by personal contact with fammers by county agent
in the Aff!ce and field, lettars, press, radio, specialists and
bullet’ as.

C. Hptrid Corn

The agronomy corsittes’s long time goal is to have all fammers
raising corn to maise adapuved hybrid varietiss, The committes's
goal in 1961 is 98% of farmers ralsing cors %o relse adapted va-
rietisa, Ve feel we met this goal,

We used the folloving methods in our hybrid corn progras:

&, Adwvantages of adapted hybrid warieties over open pollimated
varieties.

b. Adapted warieties best suited to coumty,

¢. Flast aly certified seed.

d. Poper fertilisation and liming as indicated by soll aoalysis.

o, FProper smving of corn betwesn rows and in row,

f. Proper cul.ural methods,

We used the fo.lowing genersl educatiooal activities in our
hybrid corn program by personal contact inm the field and office by
county agent, by meetings, press, radio, cirenlar letters, bulletins
and specialists,

D. Swmll Grain

The agroncmy comsittee set our 1961 wheat goal to increase our
acreage 25 over last year, We did not meet this goal, We did not
got any increase in our wheat acreage over 1960 due mainly to the
vheat acreage allotment progrum. The wheat aereage in the county
has been dmastically reduced to only 16.1 aeres.

Our 1961 nat goal was to increase our acreage 30O over last
yoar, e fesl that we surpassed this goal by 100 aeres as most
farmers use cats as & nurse crop in seeding pastures and meadows and
several of the farmers, particularly dairymen, seeded it for fall and
winter pastures.

Our 1961 tarley goal was to inorease our acreage 120 over last
« W feel that we fell ohort of our barley goal by 20 acres.
We feel that w did not reach this goal due maialy that some farmers
could not get their barley sesded sarly snocugh in the fall due to
bharvesting their corn crop and seeded winter ocats and rye ilastead,

Our 1961 rye goal was to loncrease our acreage 130 over last year.
We fesl that we surpasced this gosl by 75 scres as a lot of farmers




A. Cover Crops

In sur cover erop program for the year the agronomy committee
set our zoal for 758 of farmers to sow cover crops os cultiwated land,
We feol that we fell short 5% of reaching our goal., lowever, we feel
that this percratoge was pretty good. We put on a very lotensive
cover orop progras with the following sethods:

a. Be:€its of cover crops.

b. The cover crope that are best sulted to Wise County.
e. Best varieties of adapted cover crops,

d. Seed treatasat of cover erope of the grain varieties.
¢. Inoculation of legume cover crope.

f. iFroper time and method of seeding.

§. Proper preparstion of land,

b, Kind and asount of fertilizer to use,

1. Best use of cover croys.

J. Demonstrations of desirable cover erops.

e tried to get these main methods dealing with cover arops to
the farmers by pe~ onal contact with farmers by county agent in the
fisld and ofCir/,, press, meetings, letters, mdio, specialists and
bulletins,

B. Alfafs

The agronomy committes, realising that alfalfs is the most
superior crop ia protein value we can raise and also be cut three
or four times a season, decided that we should put on a very inten-
sive alfalfs program for both early spring and late summer seedings.

The agronomy committes set the goal to inorease the alfulfe
acreage 460 in 1961 over last year's seeding. We feel wve surpaseed
this goal by 40 acres. This increase in acresge was done mostly by
farmers seeding alfalfs for the first time,

¥ used the following methods in our alfalfs progrea:

a, Advantages of groving alfalfa vhere adapted.

b. Use established alfalfa ;lantings ss desonstiatiocns and
location of same.

¢. Froper draimage before planting.

d. Soil samples (recommendations of Agronomy Department from
soll samples as to liming and fertilizing.)

o. Proper pregeration of seed bed.

f. AMdapted warioties to plant,

g+ Inoculxtion.

A, Tiae, mte and method of seeding.

1. Harvestin: and curing.

J. Care of stund,




A large aumber of our farmers are part time farmers who work
in the mines and other industries part time and farm the rems (ning,
The farmers in the county not only have as exoellent market for
their priaucts in the county but also in the adjacent coalfields of
Ristern Kwtuc. y. We feel that the farmers io the county haviag
such an eoellent market are obtaining 1 308t cases higher jrices
for thels products. However, with good roeds and more efficient
truck transportation our furmers are meeting more competition with
other fara products of the other states,

V. Project Activities

1. Agronomy

Sinoe agronomy is the foundation of all agrisulture we have
tried to use It as & hub of & wvheel in working in other projects of
A feulture from it as spokes of a wvheel. We feel that the Exten-
sion-Tennessee Valley Authority demonstration prograsm, the Agricul-
tural Stabilisation and Conserwation Service and the Lonesome Ploe
Soil Conserwation District have helped us more than amy prograas to
put over the Extension agronomy program to our farmers.

In 1961 we assisted 11,224 farmers and others in carrylog out
some type of proper land use practices; 475 farmors and others in
carrying out comtour and strip cropplag practices; 302 farmers and
others in grassing wterways; 610 farwers and others in wter sup-
ply, storge and distribution; 590 farmers and others in land dreln-
agej 11,455 farmers and others in correct use of commercial ferti-
liser; 768 farmers and others in soil improvemeat crope; 670 farmers
snd others i crop rotations; 36 farmers and others in land clearing

operatlons,

In 1961 there vere approximately 61,215 tons of commercial fer-
tiliser cnd 13,046 tons of lime used as & result of the Agricultursl
EBxtonsion Service's recommendations,

Our experisnce has shown that the best way to declde the kinds
And azmousts of fertiliser and lise to be applisd %o a crop is to
take soll samples of the field and send them to the Agronomy Depart-
ment for amlysis. Upon receivisg amalysis of the sample, we dis~
cuss it with tre farmer and give him the Extension Adronomy's recom-
mendations for the kind and amount of fertiliser and lime to use for
this particular field and crop he wants to grow, This method of
finding out the plant elemeats present and lacking in the soll has
enabled us to give better recommendations from our agronomy handbook.
Ws took 207 soll samples in the county this year and gave recommen-
dations.




III. Briaf Deseription of County Organisation

The Agricultural Br.asion wvork in the county ls an educational
Service of the Virgialsr. Folytechnic Institute and the United States
Departasat of Agricult wre vith County Governmest sooperating. The
four sembers of the Bo-rd of Supervisors are the governlng body of

the county.

The Wise County Extensiou staff consists of a county ageant and
secretary.

The County Agricultural Sxtension Service Hoard of tweaty-two
sembers wes organised this year, They plan the over all Extension
prograas ia the county.

e have six agricultural commodity committees with fifty-one
members which make recommendations on thelir respective commodity
to the County Agricultur 1 Extension Service BHoard,

do have a i~H Cludb Jouncll consisting of one hundred sembers
who are officers and lsaders of the twesty-four 4~H Clubs, The
duties of the 4~f Club Council are to plan the programs and activities
of the 4i-H Club vork and to supervise the carrylng out of these pro-
graas and activities within the county,

We have an adult 4-H Club committes of six members to advise
and belp with the L(-H Clube in the county.

IV, Description of Types of Agrioulture in Wise County

Wise County is considered an industrial cousty, malaly coal
mining., However, t.ere ls a considerable amount of agrioulture
carried on withian the county. The county s a population of
43,579, and we are trying to reise as many and mueh of the agri-
cultural products that are adapted to the county to mest the food
needs. The main types of agriculture we fiod adapted to our soils
and climate are umerous vegetables, apples, stravberriss, reasp-
berries, dairy products, beef cattle, hogs, poultry and most of the
agronomy crope.

We have an average rainfall of 58 inches which is normally
well distributed during the year vhich makes our county very sult-
able to asy crop production suilted to our alimatie eonditions,

The 1960 census report shows there are 598 farms with an
avearage sise of 5..5 scres. The county agent regrets very such
to sy that the 1960 agricultursl census for ¥Wise County is in-
correct as the numerators did not complete the county before the
time they had to turn in their reports,
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