General Assembly Meeting
Graduate and Professional Student Senate
9-21-23, 5-7PM

Prior General Assembly Meeting
9-21-23, 5-7PM, hybrid in the GLC MPR and over zoom

In attendance

President | Rachel Maizel
Vice President | Yohan Sequeira

Senators: 40 + 3 proxy
Quorum reached: YES

General Notes

Motions

- Mins adopted
Exec Board Reports:
- Updates on stipend info

Need to get stipend answer with getting 5% raise info
Need to have audit confirmed by end of the month
University know amount allotted to each college, but not to departments or individual
students
Need to track 5% increases across individual students
Need a reporting system and financial centralization
Two paths forward
- 1. University is financially transparent and university does audit
- 2. Drag it through the mud

- Housing info

900 graduate students to be added, plus more undergrad students
Basically no infrastructure plans for housing
Need to spearhead housing

- Climate survey

Departments for climate survey:

- Entomology

- Computer Science

- Fish and Wildlife Conservation

- Engineering Education

- Mechanical Engineering

- Business Information Technology

- Sociology
Want help from people in these departments and anyone looking forward to sifting
through the data



Volunteer for the GPSF to drive shuttles for the GPSF
GPSF happens from 11-3 pm
- Recruiters from many schools around 100
- Parking at chicken hill, then need to shuttle them to and from squires
- Inat 8 am, out at 5 at the latest
- Need a few people to be around the area to help things out
Tacos with the dean and happy hour also happening
DM things you want shared to the GPSS instagram or twitter
CGPSA (commission on graduate and professional student affairs) committee update:
- Look into transparency in department finances (where does funding come from, internal
vs external etc
- Guaranteed seats for VA campus
Athletics committee updates/reports
“ University Athletics Committee: UAC had its first meeting of the year last week. The
issue mentioned most relevant to GPSS is that Athletics are looking at if/how to athletes
can be non-degree seeking (certificates, etc.) and still obtain financial aid. The idea is that
there are some grad student-athletes here primarily for athletics. . .rather than compelling
them to work toward a degree they have no intention of completing, this would help them
earn credit toward a certificate but still have aid eligibility. There’s regulations against it,
but apparently every other institution gets around those regulations. | asked what they
meant by “financial aid” and they said it was athletic financial aid. I’'m going to keep an
eye on this issue.”

- Change masters requirements for non thesis students who are international

- Went over their priorities for this year

- Sexual health - more testing at schiffert

- Got two nurses certified (with USS) to get rape Kits at schiffert

- Instate of VA, when PERK kit is taken, the kit is sent to richmond and stored there

- Unfortunately kits are only available when schiffert is open, and nurses have the kit
training will be added to their schedule

Advocacy elections
- PLEASE SUBMIT ADVOCACY APPLICATIONS YOU GET $5000

Old Business

New Business

Bylaws first reading - no comments
SVCC/SVPI
- Started 4 years ago, got disrupted by pandemic
- Only 4 students on committee and was ineffective at passing policy
- Lack of transparency and efficacy, did not work with us over the summer
- Asked for some information on SVPI - got the SVPI document
- Reading of SVPI document (linked here)


https://drive.google.com/file/d/196VOcDwyBXMtN4uFTVtUWHMrPsmGa74B/view?usp=sharing

Signed:

Vague about solving things holistically
Also vague about some of the things from the website going on
SVCC might be a time sink - RACHEL’S opinion
- Seem that we have even less representation on the main committee
Vote of no abstain on svcc = 11+ 17 yes, everyone else abstain
Interrogate someone on SVPI
*in excited tone* “Totally possible to condemn SVPI” - rachel
May want to set a time limit to decide when they get condemned



