TENTATIVE OUTLINE OF BXTENSION ACTIVITIES
POR THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL NGINEERING

FOR 1933

The extension scotivities of the department of agricul tural engineering
for the year 1933 will probably cover the following pro jectis:

1. Zerrscing

1t is planned to hold soll erosion schools (community or district)
of two day duration for adults in at least tem counties. These schools will
gover the theory and practice of terracing and will be held during October,
November and Degember,

It is also planned to organize several additional terracing clabs
among the school or club boys. A total of three lectures to each club will
be given during January, February and Narch, and during September, Octobsr,
and November the boys will be taught to survey and construct terraces.

Counties in which soil erosion schools will be held and clubs organized
will be selected in the order of their applications for such service. 4as
the number of counties in which such work can be held during the year are
limited, agents should file their requests at an early date. Terracing demon-
strations will also be given, as far as possible, as requested by the agent,

I1. Drainage

Drainage surveys will be made of flelds needing drainage. Maps shovwing
the proposed drainage system ani estimate of cos s will be furnished, Only
a limited number of such surveys can be made during the year. Fequests for
sugh service should only be made when it is definitely known that the farmer
will go shead with the drainage work at an early date.

111 Irrigation

Irrigation practice 1s becoming quite popular in some sections, especially

in orchards, The department plans %o give assistance to sny farmers wishing %o
irrigate. Surveys will be made and recommendations given as to the best method
of irrigation. It is planned to give considerable attention to orchard irriga-
tion this year. Wamerous requests for such assistance are already on file in

the office., County agents in orchard sections should agquaint thelr growers of
this service. Jeveral orcharus have been getting splendid resulte from irriga.
tion and this practice will no doubt grow wore popular as the possibllities of
orchard irrigation become more generally known.

IV. Farg Veter Supply

1t is planned to pat on county wide farm water supply campaigns la at
least ten coanties. This work will be handled from April lst to September lst.



Daring these campaigns visits will be made to as many farms in each county
as request this servige. Hasch farmer will be givem information on the best
method and cost of securing running water in his home, The number of
counties in which this service can be rendered each year is necessarily
limited. It is therefore important that the county agent put in his request
for such service at an early date. Counties will be selected in the order
of their application for this service.

V. ZXarm Senitation

Balletine, blueprints and detailed instructions on building septic
tanks and sanitary privies are available for any one asking for thes. Infor-
mation on sanitation will be given all farmers who are vislted on the water
supply project. Farmers wishing information on sanitation alome should be
advigsed to write the department direoct.

Vi. ZEaxm Home Eoulpuwent

Research work in labor saving home equipment is being conducted by
the department. The department is ready to answer any inquiries in regard
to labor saving equipment in the farm home. The farm women should be advised
that they my write the department for information on home equipment problems.
Some field assistanoce in this work may be rendered.

Vil. JEarm Structures

The department has a large supply of blueprints of various types of
farm structures. The Parm Building Plan Booklet should be used in ordering
plans for farmers. If a plan is wanted that is not shown in the booklet,
the agent should write the department, giving detailed information as to the
type of struotare desired, so that plans may be prepared.

The service of the farm bduilding epecialist is available to the
farmer for field assistance in farm buildings and egquipment, Work on frult
storage and packing houses, eto., will be done in the fruit section during
the spring, summer and early fall. Work on sweet potato storage houses will
be done in Southside Virginia, the Northern Neck, Eastern Shore, and Norfolk

section during the sumzer and early fall,

Cooperative work in dairy barns anl squipment will be carried on
with all the milk producers organizations snd individual dalrymen,

Viil. Narm Operating Eouipment

The department is carrying on research in farm machinery and teaching
farm machinery subjects. The department is not equipped to do field exten-
sion work in farm machinery. GQuestions on the subject will be handled by
correspondence a& fur as pessibles In some specisl cases fleld assistance

may be remdered.

Field assistance will be rendered orchardists in the design of
stationary spray plants. The growers who have instslled stationary spray
plants in their orchards, have materially reduced spraying costs and secured
better results. This method is mow recomwended by the Extenslon Horticultarist.



IX, Harsl Rleotrification

The department will render assistance to any community or group
of farmers wishing to secure electric service from a power company. A Sure
vey of the situstion will be made and by comsultation with the power company
plans for a line extension will be worked out when practicable.

Assistance will be rendered any comminity or group of farmers,
not able to secure electric service who wish to develop their own comminity
plant, Plans for development and estimates of cost will be made.

Demons trations in the use of electric power for any special farm
operation may be estadlished in cooperation with the agricultural engineer of
the loeal power company, the county agent and the farmer. On such demons tra-
tions cost recorde end results will be messured to demonstrate the advantages
of electriec power.

I. Niscellancous Suzineerins Servige

The county agent is invited to submit any egricultaral engineering
problem to the department for solution. Any request for field assistance on
2 problem not under any of the rogular projects, will be handled in so far as
pose ible, when one of the extension engineers is in the county on some regular
listed project.
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