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I. GENERAL COUNTY SITUATION

King and Jueen is located on the northeast bank of the Matty 5 |
River, It is 71 miles long and averages 8 miles in width., King

and Queen farmers must travel 35 to 50 miles to Mdchmond, the
nearest city. There are no towns or industries in King and Lueea.
Most of the roads are substandard, There are two widte high schools,
one 18 accredited awd both offer commercial wd agricultural courses.

King «nd Queen has a total population of 6,799. There are 2,910
white and 3389 colored people, 68% is lsted as rural farm and 327
as rural non=firn. There are no urbsn commmmnit! s, There are in
all 764 farms., 424 are listed as belng opersled iy widte furuers,
The total land area is 203,520 acres and 77.2( of this is woodland,

Agricul ture and wood products make up most of the income of the

county. MHarny persons are swployed in Richmond and at the pulp mdll
in West loint.

I1I. COUNTY ORGANIZATION

Following is a list of the county orgardsations with which the county
agent has coopersted in furthering the ixtension program.

County Board of Agriculture

Farm and Home idvicory Comwdttee
Tidew:ter Cuernsey Breeders Association
Tidewater %11 Conservation Uistrict
King and Jueen A3C County Coumdttee
King and (ueen Farn Bureau

barriott Young Farmers' Club

King and Juesn Forestry Club

Norfolk Area Milk Producers Association
King and “ween Ruritan Club
Tappahannock Feeder Pig Association.




IIXI. MAJOR §

Farm and Home Levelopment

Fara and Home Development work has been a part of the King and
meen Otension Frogras for six years, Pam lncome and living
standards are low in many cases and farmers have difficulty in
naking needed ad justments fast enough. This wpproach has been
effective in making xterslon wore helofal we! they have been
relying more heaviily on the services avallable %o them,

During 1960 the agent atilempted %W work more closely with key
farmers L0 encourage them to make greater progress in making
ad justeonts and to adopt more efficient sansgesent practices,
The use of Farm record books was stressed.

Thds was done throush individual visits and eircular letters,
Une farm tour was conducted,

ajor results observed are:

a. Better facilitiss for handling livestock.
Better conirol of insects.
ore graln stored on farme,

Better drying »nd nandling facilities,

lmproved breeding stock 1n hogs, beel ard sheep.

The agent vlans to continue thds program and Lo put more esphasis
on hog farrowi facllities,




Dai rying

There are 5 grade A d.irdes in King and Quesn. Ay roxinately
10 farmers are ralsing replacement heifers and there is a cream
route through the county, Many farwers buy veslers from the
dairies to ralse. Production per cow needs to be incressed and
the quality of the roughage fed is not always as hdgh as it
should he,

The commdttee felt that higher producing stock, better feeds
and wore satlsfactory control of wastitis and breeding troubles
ware needed,

The agent co ducte! three Bangs vaeclnation tours, nelped wvith
mastitis checks wwd with wilking proceeture. Timely information
on production of roughages and on control of lusects and diseases
was sent to the farers. The veterinarian w0 vicclnited the
heifers for Bangs was very halpful in sownseling farmers on herd
managensent, parasites, ete.

The agent foels that progress was made on all prograss st empted,
The Bangs tour was successful even theugh government assistance
had been cut off. All King and Lueen dalrymen now have bulk
tanks,

These seen 0 “e sound prograns and will be continued. Parmers
w0 have replacessat heifers to sell need to develope more
effactive wems of attracting buyers to King and Lueen.




Livestock

The production of livestoek is becoming inereasingly important
in King and (mesn. Thds 4s a surplus grain ares, well watered
with good markets witidn a reasonable distance, Farmers are
slow %o adopt new practlices and try to make the old equipment
last as long as possinle.

The livestock committes recommended that v&jor emphasis be
placed on lsproving the sow and pig operations as that affected
nearly every far in Klng and Gueen, Detter sires were noeded,
Sheep  rowsrs neoded Letter management of the breding flock,
parasite control wd lmproved rams,

The agent assi ted farmmers in marketing pige through the
Tappahannock Feeder Tig Assoclation and L buylng 'reeding
boars and gllte. ‘drcular letters on parasite and clolera con-
trol were sent and desonstrations given in several comnmities,
Jheep f ruers were ass! ted in treating for lntemal parasites
wd in purchasing purebred rans,

Beef produsers received individual assistanee in purchasing
cattle, feeding, parasite control and marketing,

Twanty farmers carket feeder plgs through the Tappahannock
Assoclation. 7Tids has ralsed the price of fesder pigs Lirough=
out the county alwost J2 por head, The pigs produced by the
gilts in the 4-H plg chain continue to be in demuxi by famuers,

Five purebred rames were purchased by King and Juesn furmers and
Several have laproved the management of the breeding flock to
get early laube.

Une farmer has constructed & pit sllo % feed ids beef herd.
The number of cattle on pasture has increased about 10% during
the past yer.

More work nesds to be done on farrowing facilities, handling
chutes and feeding facilitlies,




Poultry

There are 4L large couwsercial lasing flocks in King and Queen
and 2 comwercial broiler producers. The ralsing of chickens
ir still a sideline on most farms, Lack of tise and personnel,
coupled with apathy of interest on the part of producers are
the reasons why only a little work was done on poultry the
past year,

The commerclial poultrymen seemed to b keeping wp with their
methods., Laprovenent in bhrooding facilitiocs was the grestest
need coupled with sanitation,

Timely circular letters on brooding and sanitation were sent,
The agent made a point of wvisiting the poultry houses and
making suggestions for improvement during fam visits. Three
turkey producers were assisted in sanitary managecent and
disease control,

Farmers are slow to change thelr ways of ralsing echdckens or
to improve facilities until they "go commercial”. Jowe pro-
gress in more discrimination in buying baby chicks, feeding
and care has been made,

S0il and climale are favorable for poultry (both chickens and
turkeys) in King and Queen., This is certainly a posaibility
for increasing income.




Forestry

Forest lands occupy 77% of the land area in King and Lueen
Cou~tv. Most of 1t is owned by farmers who work it as part
of their farming operation. A good part of it is owned by
absentaes, many of these are practicing lmproved forestry.
The rest is comnercially owned and operated,

The transition of farm land into tiber has slowed dowm but
only a small part of our Lisber acreage has been improved as
it should bve.

The forestry committee recormended that more attention be
paid to the land already in timber to get desirable species
estabiisned and to relsase young trees. Also to encourage
the young people to take interest in forestry.

Farmers were encouraged w0 participate in the cost-share
opportunities under the ASC. The Forestry Club served to
glve reco mition to those who did the best work and to
encourage all to improve the quality of the work done,

k=H Club members in the lower grades had a very succesaful
Porest Appreciation project. Thirty-three club memters set
out 11,000 seedlings,

King and Cueen again set out over a willion pine seedlings,
sany of them in newly cut-over and releasod aress. Searify-
ing and planting was tried by 4 farmers and three are experi-
menting with direct seeding.

Thirty-two adult Forestry Club contestants reported 52
practices with 790 acres worked over. The judges noted an
{'provement in quality and surprisingly good survival in
spite of the unfavorsble conditions at planting time. The
Sawd 1l and Logging Exposition at Croset was well attended
by King and (ueen lumbermen. One sawsill is equipped with
a debarke- and chdpper.

¥ore sawuill operators should support the Forestry Club he-
cause they stand to benefit more from an Lmprovement in timber
quality. A4=H Club members need Lo earry practices other than
setting.




Agronomy

Corn, sorbeans, snmall grains, vegetables and tobaceco are the
prineipal eash crops grown in King and (ueen, Forage crops
and pastures are becoming increasingly lmportant as livestock
nunbers increase. A large portion of the com and soybeans is
marketed during October and November,

Agronomy committee nmenbers urged that farmers be given more
assistance in marketing and that more information be made avail-
able on drying and storing. Soybean and alfalfa insects were
alsc a protlem. Farmers need information on new varieties of
sweet potatoes and tomatoes, Tobacco growers needed to ferti-
lize more exactly based on crop history and soil analysis,

Farmers were urged by circular letters and visits while com
was half grown to plan their harvesting and marketing and to
arrange for on=the=farm storage.

Information on varieties, seeding and culture of soybesns were
sent out, Also a warning letter just prior to Lhe com ear-
worm infestat on with eontrol information,

A demonstration planting of Copperskin Gold Rush and Centennial
sweet potatoes was made and one fammer compared four varieties
of sarly tomatoes.

Tobacco farmers were assisted in planning thelr fertilisation
programs, plant bed sanagement and in insect control, OUne
fertilizat on demonstrat . on was conducted,

MHuch more comn is being retained on King mwd Jueen farws for
feading and later marketing. Jome 20 metal bins have been con-
structed, part for ear corn and part for shalled corm with
drying equipment.,

Soybean growers got good control of the com sarwors by spray-
ing vith ground squipment. The supply of 25% DUT emulsion
gave out and some growers tried SO% wettable DDT powder with
good results and a decroase in cost.

Alfalfa growers ware kept informed of the latest in weevil
control., 5o far only one field has bYeen plowed up.

Pamers were rouinded of timely practices in forage and pasture
roduet!mn.




Both varieties of sweet potatoes showad an luprovement over
the variety being planted, The percertage of No, 1 potatoes
was especlally sncoursging.

Tobaceo in the barns shows improvesent both in yield and
quality., Many farmers were Lmpressed Ly the services of
ixtens on available to them through tids progrus,

Parmers have asked for more information on the production of
soybeans, varietles, planting dates, quantity, spacing, ete.
More work needs W be done on weed wd insect control.

Sehools on grein marketing, varieties and spraying are planned
for 1961.




k=H Club vork

k=H Club work is very popular in the 5th, 6th and 7th grades.
Clubs are co-educational, organdiszed by gredos and meet in the
classroom during school time. Crowded conditions in the hMyh
school, and full schedules interfere with 4=H Club work in
the high school grades, King and Jueen is long, narrow and
sparsely settlei, Transportation is a problen in conducting
commmunity clubs.

Lfforts were made to develope a L=H program that would
interest amxl mest the needs of all age groups. Forest aprre-
ciation and forest sstablishment projects were offered, the
h=H Pig Chaln wis continued mnd medbers were encouraged to
expand thelr range of interests.

Teachers were involved in organizing ww plarvdng for the
clubs in their classes.

A County Achdaevemen! Day was held as well as Share~the-Fun
and county contesats.

King and ‘ween 4=H Club members participated in faire at
sarsaw and Richmond,

King and Cueen Club members attended the Conservation Camp,
Jerdor Camp and Uistrict Canp.

Clubs were organized in all the scwols in the county. One
high school club and several small comwwdty clubs (girls)
were organised., The presence of a Home Jewnstration Agent
in the county strengthened the program, Nonthly meetings
were held with programs planned by the club officers. Club
nenbers were ancouraged to participate in all county, state
and district contests and affairs.

a. Barollment wd re-enrollment of students in the three
upper alenentary grades was at an optimmm level. The
existing Mgh school club slowed very satisfactory
growth mxd a club has been organised in the remaining
high school.

The pig chain had another good year with 12 gilts
placed for breeding in the county.

Thirty-ewo boys and girls set out over 11,000 pine
seedlings. The Forest Appreciation project stimulated
much interest,




A collesection of record books took first prise at the
DHstrict meet,

Juccessful ‘ounty Achievenent, 3nare-the-iwi and County
Contest meetings were held.

Three additional members procured purebred helifers and
participated in the Warsaw Falr. King and Jueen Clubd
members did well., Xleven animals were shown at the
Hewond Fair and several champlonsidps won, Willisa
Davis Carlton took two of hds anlaals w e Natlonal
Dairy Show sl Waterloo.

Attendance ot 4=H Camps showed A 204 increas: over last
yeor,

. King wd Jueen Club members participated in Mastrict
Public Jpeaking and Demonstration Contests,

he lew sendor projects weres introduced %W nigh sehool club
menbers this fall

Programs which will fill the needs of older club meubers will
be offered., Ureater use of adult leaders and wore partici-
pation in county and out of the county activities is being
planned,




Orshard and Jmall Frulte

Local fruit growers attended the district frult school. Une
large orchardist w s assisted in selecting varieties, locating
and setting out an additi nal orechard, OSeveral small growers
were assisted in orchard establishment! and manageasent.

lome Gapden
The monthly garden letter is sent to some 250 farmers and is
well received, The agent encourages year-round vegetable nd
swall fruit gardens in farm visits,

Landscape Notes are appreclated by those who recelve them.




One ixtension Activity

The rapid inerease in the use of combines wx fiald shellers for
harvesting corn made it possible for King and ueen farmers to
market their corn earlier and with less labor,

With these "hlesaings"” came problews:

1. Large quantities of wet corn on the market in the fall
depressed prices.

2. Jome farwers were paying %o much for harvestiig and
hauling.

3. Shelled corn was hard %o keep into the spring months,

ke There were practieally no mechanical drying facilities
on the farns,

5. Too much corn was sold out of the county, leaving little
for feeding.

The agent's goal was to furnish esch farmer with the information
necessary for hi. to determine the wethods of marketing his corn
which would net him the greatest incone. This is one of those
rapidly changing fields requiring close attention over a long
tive,

A letter was sent to all farmers just as they were making the
final cultivation of early planted corn. The agent wrote in
effeet; "You have a fine crop of ecorn. You fertilised it well
and cultivated it carefully but you are only half through.
Marketing is Just as important as all you have already done.
Don't give your corn mway."

Farmers were advised 'o consider harvesting corn with livestock,
ear corn storage and feeding, shelled corn storage and feeding as
well as marketing direct from the field,

This was followed up with information on the construction and use
of mechanical drying facilities and metal eribs. Famm visits
were especlally helpful in providing farmers with the information
needed .




The sgent has plctures and cost records of various structures
being uwsed in the cownly to use in future progras. King and
Gueen farmers plan to jJoin those of other cownties in a grain
handling school this winter,

This progren has resulted in improved grain storage facliities
on 12 or more farma, Yore eare was taken in harvesting and hogs
have been used Lo rogue the flelds, There 1s wmi ilucrease in the
amount of live-tock on feed in the county and the agent thinke
that King sand ueen farmers will reslize more money from this
eorn ero, than thay did the 59 erop,
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