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ser raaing » Goubour strin aronyine axl sontour Geltivation are 

amiage tha more iemortent practices resomsonded in Virginia for arosion 

2onte ol . Although they redued the movement of the goll Goa, the BLODe » 

they do not eliminate ite Vader preeamt agrienltaral methods these 

prastiees only vostrone the time when the tep soil will te Lowte 

A geeet atria toward the elution of the problem of ollminatiag 

soi] logset will be made whan a preotieal mothed ig deviged wher aby 

Filled gross can be grown om & slope without aovredciable oresion rac] t- 

ing thevefyom, <A muleh sover over the eoll anmeare to offer tha bert 

practiga]l approach to thie probles, In many respecte, 1¢ duplieates 

nature's mothod of praiuging a probective vegetative gover. een 

provides o rertlal ehield againas che Wlolent impact of raindrops amd , 

hedauge Gl inerongad svte tion, reduces the valoglty of sarfage runoff 

iMige lle At the same time 16 te emch more desirable than normal vego-~ 

tat ion as a cover where Grout Gre. crowing because 16 does net aompete 

with plants fox mubrionta, light end molature. 

The mosh prasties] malah om a cultivated fielé Js one composed of 

eegidues from the provious geason’s grevth, Recently tiie meshed of 

stoviding « proteative mulch hac proved very aueceseful in many norte of 

tho Taited Stabes, prantigally ¢ Limtna ting sokl loses on erage slopes 

(1.854 oS gSeS oll ol belay L415). Seach ae sealing with vegetative residues 

  

ae & nmaileh for eore ficlde have becn gomiuated by the Virginia sorieul« 

tural, Ueperimont Stetion sings Lod4.



Fige le ‘this picture wae taken 
Teaitte ly after a heavy reine 
Notice the effect of the milch in 
preventing run-off. 

  

igs 2. Tho “double-out plow" 
used in preparing the mich seed~ 
beds Each bottom is composed of 

two parte, the moldbeard plow which 
is set to invert the top 3 inches of 

geil and the sub-tiller which is set 
to sub-till an additional | inches. 

  

Fie 30 The “double-out plow” in 
scion. The top 3 inches of soil are 

being inverted and the next ) inches 
subwtilleds - : 
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   ie <A muleh plet after be 

plowed with the “double-eut plow". 
The upturned roots of the perennials 
and legumes remain exposed in this 

manner for 30 to 45 days resulting 
in a thorough kill. 

   

ig, Sxls piature shows « spring 
harrow being used a fow days 

befere plantings the mich is 
harrewed onoe which results in 

about 50% of the sod being pulled 
to the surface. 

te Ge A view of the mich seedbed 
y disk harrowingse ‘The seedbed 

ig now ready for planting. Tote 
that the surface is in very good 

gondition for preventing run-off.


