


PATRICK OUNTY E TENSION PLAN oF WORK For 1961

GENERAL county SITUATION

Patrick “Ounty (s a mount ainous County and 1ies in the
Southside and Southwestern Part of the State, It s bordered
%Y the following counties: Floyd, Franklin, Henry and -Arrol]
ounties in Virginia and Py Surry and Stokes Counties in North
arolina. The County covers an area of 48 Square miles and

onsists of 1621 farms, Containing 166,316 ac res of land,

The average size of the fams (n the County is 102.6 acres

and the Population of the County {g 15,204, The main crop

enterprises in the County are to acco, fruie, corn, dairy
cattle and SWwine being the main livestock enter-
The trends in "“riculture in the County is that
the farms are Betting larger and the Wmber of farms smaller,
he number Of part-t ime farmers _ Lmrn-.unn,; €ach year, the
Feason for this IS that the smal) farmer is not able to
Support his family from the farm and has to Secure income
from other Sources, Income for Part-time farmers and non-
farm families is derived from the United Elastic Plants,
Pannil] Knitting “ompany, The East Hampton Rubber Thread
Company and the Stuart Lumbe r Ompany in Patrick Count y
and DuPont and furniture factories in Henry County,
In 1960 there were 1041 tobacco farm allotments in

the county consisting of 2056 acres,




1960 crop was good as it averaged 161 pounds per
farmers received a good price and the
quality was very good.
The dairy situation in the county is very good. All
grade A producers have a good market for their milk, Our
number of manufactured and grade B producers have also

increased.

This past year, all the fruit growers made a very good

crop, except in some areas where the hail did some damage.
Also there was a good demand for apples. The growers that
packed and graded their apples received a good price for
them,

Ninety-three per cent of the homes have electricity
and sixteen communities have dial telephone system.

The county has a Public Health Department, five
joctors are located in the town of Stuart and one hospital.
onstruction of a new hospital will be started in 1961,

One doctor located in the southwest part of the county to
serve the people of that area.

The standard of living in the county has risen with
steady incomes. Many new homes have been built this g
year. Also old homes have been remodelled, bathrooms and
running hot and cold water installed., Time and energy

saving equipment has been purchased by many farm families.
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Increase the yleld of alfalfa 0.5 ton
Use insecticide material on 1500 acres of
alfalfa for the ontrol of alfalfa weevil.
Have 60 per ce of farmers spry alfalfa
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Will hold one Spraying demonstration on the
ontrol of chickweed in alfalfa in February,

d. Publicize top dressing with Bitrogen of small
grain in January and February. wil1 use
radio and county weekly newspaper,
tress seeding of recommended varieties of
small oats through publicity in February
and March,
Will hold pasture tours omn 1 «A. farms
in May and ugust,
At all eight community club meetings in
October give demonstration on how to take
4 good soil test, Also will discuss the
dvantages of Raving soil test made on
the land,
At all these meet ings, demonstrations and
tours, we will use County Extension agents,
State Extension Specialists, Vocational
Agriculture teac hers, Soil Conservation
Service and adult farm leaders to act
as discussion le aders,

i. Will use all types of media to get
information to Che farmers, such an

fadlo, television, timely newspaper

irticles, let ers, office calls, telephone,
ind personal visit

We estimate 450 farmers will hange
pPractices as ¢ results of these teaching
methods,

co
Goals for 1961

Have four tobacco variety demonstrat ilons,
Have two farmers grow aromatic tobacco
for supplementary income,

end all tobacco growe s pamphlet on
WManaging tobacco plant bed and better
qualicty flue cured tobacco,

Have 800 to a ) rowers spray or lust
their tobacco for insect and disease
ontrol.,

Have 500 farmers use Ewo to three vear
rotation in growing their tobacco.
Have 200 farmer that have nematode
fumigate the land for ontrol,

et up two irrigation systems in 1961,

Methods

Will hold two county tobacco meetings in

I.mu.trv, one at Ararat and one at ricz.,




Mr. G. R. Mathews, Assoclate Extension
Agronomist at V.P.I., will be the discussion
leader at these two meetings.

The agents will have tobacco meetings at
Peters Creek, Red Bank, Russell reek and
Kibler Valley in February and discuss

plant bed management and other tobacco
problems.

. Wwill have four variety demounstrations.

d. Will use ounty Extension Agents, tate
Extension Specialists and other Agriculture
Agencies Iin Che ounty to assist with these
meetings and demonstrations.

Will use all other types of media t
information to tobacco farmers, swc

radio, television, timely newspaper articles,

ters, office calls, telephone, demonstrations

adult leaders,
estimate at least 225 farmers will change

ctd 3 as the results of these teachings.

Goals for 1961

Enroll five farmers in weigh-a-day

Breed 100( ws artificlally.

jave six D.H.I.A. herds produce over 400
pound »f butterfat,

Increasec

the milk production per cow 100
pounds,
Have 100 new farmers start selling manu-

factured milk or rade milk for supple

mentary income.
:thods

Send out timely information during the
year on dairying.

Through our regular monthly meetings,
discuss feeding, breeding, and management
of the dairy herd,

Send out monthly dairy herds report to all
grade A dairy farmers.

Hold county artifical breeding meetin
February

lave one e ] our and v : i.1.A. herds
and have iiscuss the advantages of

the D.H. them in their dairy operations,




Agents, State Extension
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the year.
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Increase n hogs in county 10 perx
cent.,
Locate better hog market for hog producers.

Have all cattle tested for bangs in county.
y 100

Increase r of sheep in county

head,

Methods

Will hold four meetings in February and

il
iiscus good 11y k, breeding, feeding,
marketing and management .,
Will work with other counties ir

ying to locate a better market f«
VORS . Will hold one meeting Januar
to discuss the hog marketing problem and
will have a follow up meeting in February,
Will have one meeting in February discussing
the prospect of tobacco farmers keeping a

few head of be attle for supplementary

income for thel farm.




Assist farmers with selecting and putting
feeder calves in the various sales in the
area,
Through meetings will encourage sheep
growers to market wool in county pool.
will have one meeting in February on the
control diseases in hogs.
We will use all types of media to inform
the livestock producers im the county to
follow good management practices to grow
good quality livestock,
Jill use County Extension Agents, Specialist
her A ture Workers in county and
ist with these programs.
expect £ livestock producer
actice s the results of our

s .

Locate storage plant in county.

Have two grading and packing places for
the small fruit growers in county.
Establish processing plant in the area.
Plant 20,000 young fruit trees.

Locate etter markets for fruit for

the small growers,
hod

Will hold reg monthly fruit growers
meeting t¢ ¢ information in producing

of good quality fruic,

Will hold two twilight tour meeting one

in July and the other in August, where we
will visit several orchards in the Stuart
and Ararat area and discuss some of the
fruit growers problems,

Will hold a two-day fruit school in February
in Mounrt Airy, North Carolina for the Patrick
and Ca~roll County Fruit Growers,

will heol s packing and grading demonstratior

eptembe At ¢t Bald Mountain Or ard,
Will hol X 18 demonstrat ior

JoOo Lwine X n Januar
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