ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

... For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to
whom men have committed much, of him they will ask more (Luke 12:48). | am so
blessed and give praise to my Creator for my many gifts. | am so grateful to my
Committee for recognizing my gifts and talents by always seeking to draw the very
best of them out of me in a nurturing way. Each of you has taken every opportunity to
strengthen my resolve as a researcher, while nurturing my development as a human
being. My sincerest appreciation and heart-felt thanks. | have learned so much both
personally and professionaly.

To Karren Bailey and Brenda Corprew-Berkitt, | am especially thankful for your
technical expertise and endless support. To my friends and childcare providers Keith
and Bonita McPhearson for caring for and loving my children asif they were their
own. To my endearing friends Peatricia, Patti, John, Henry, Lawrence, Martha, and
Cathy, whose belief in me and never-ending encouragement were my pillars of strength
and support.

Lastly, to my family, my husband Medicus and our daughters Lorene and Nia, my
parents Donald and Loretta Bryant, and my sisters Michele and Christine. Thank you
for your understanding and being the wind beneath my wings. | am everything | am

because you al love and believe in me.



