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MORTHAXPTON_COUNTY

SUCCESS STORY SUCCESS STORY

Recognition, this year, should go to the Northampton L-H
Club. This club is composed of high sechool students, who meet
at school after school hours, All of the members are former
grade school 4-H members with long standing records of accomplish-
ments,

This club participates actively in County Council meetings,
Honor Club activities, District Contests, Short Courses and camps,

They hold their regular meeting once a month and have special
call meetings when necessary to plan or promote a project, A trip
to Washington, D, C, and an overnight stay at the National L-H
Center was planned and financed by the members from the sale of
soup. Members met, on Saturdays during the winter, made the soup
and delivered it to customers.

Froceeds from rummage sales, held this summer, profits from
First Aid kits and school banners sold, plus additional "soup Satur-
days"” this winter will finance a trip to the World's Fair in New
York, now being planned for next summer by the club,

Much eredit for the accomplishments and enthusiasm of the club
is due the adult volunteer leader, Mrs, W. R. Snyder. Both Mrs,
Snyder and her husband, Mr, Snyder, have worked willingly and un-

tiringly with the club, They have entertained the group with




hayrides, covered dish dinners, and loaned equipment needed to make
the 4~H floats used, each year, at the annual Homecoming Football
game, Mrs, Snyder has also served as assistant leader of the Eastern
Shore Honor Club and this year, leader of the Northampton Honmor Club,

Achievement Records have been submitted to the State by three
club members, The leader has been most interested and encouraged
others to enter records. Transportation is a handicap to some mem-
bers that would otherwise do more junior leadership work with younger
club members,

51ix 4~ members attended State Short Course, one winning State
Frozen Foods Contest,

Four were in District Contests, while six others went to observe,
hoping to be contestants the following year. Four girls served as
pages at the District Federation Meeting, held in the county in April.

Our two All Stars attended the weekend All Star Conference before
Short Course in June and remained for the week, taking part in the
Short Course,

We like to think that the work and experiences in the L-H pro-

gram has been instrumental in influeneing two senior girls, (of 4),

in the club to apply to the V.P.I. School of Home Economics for

admission next year.




NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

GENERAL APPRAISAL OF PAST YEAR GENERAL APPRAISAL
lhere can be no monotony in the Nerthampton County Extension
program. The many planned programs plus the request for services
by local people make it necessary for Extension Service personnel
to spread their efforts so thin that it 1s difficult to give any
one program the attention needed. Astivities are as varied as the
horizons, ranging from 4-H clubs to industrial development, and in-
eluding the production and marketing of numerous agricultural com-
modities, problems with ornamentals, farm building and equipment,
farm records, etc, At times, the County Agent feels like a juggler
with a dozen objects in motion. The rapidly changing pesticide
recommendations is an example of the problem encountered,

The cooperation of local people, leaders particularly, is res-
ponsible for any success of the Extension program. The specialists
of the Virginia Truck Experiment Station and Extension have been of
inestimable value,

This county has been until now definitely rural with a com-
paratively high standard of living. A bridge-tunnel will open in
the spring of 1964, connecting this eounty with the urban area of
Norfolk. Thinking people are concermed about the social and economic
effects of this area becoming more accessible to the metropolitan
area, To date, there are no pat answers. Extension personnel and

leaders have been studying to determine potential problems and




opportunities. This subject has been discussed with civic groups, etec,

in an effort to get as many people as possible to think of the possible
desirable and undesirable changes. It is agreed that more planning
can accentuate the desirable and minimize the undesirable,

Interest in clothing has been increasing every year. Part of
this may be due to younger women joining H. D. clubs or because non~
members are observing and commenting favorably on work done by club
members. OJome women have done excellent jobs in learning to tailor;
they have not attended a workshop to make a suit or coat but to really
learn talloring techniques. They then can assist others with confi-
dence in their ability to really help them learn what they themselves
know,

Our weakest point lies in the A~H Club program. Those leaders,
we have, are willing but do not have the confidence or training to do
the job alone, We need more leaders and we, ourselves, need more
training to be able to satisfactorily set up effective programs for
training people to be good leaders.

More interest has been shown, by elub members, in house furnishe
ings and home management. They are more interested in sister clubs
as well as the Home Demonstration program on a district and state

level,
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