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the Home Economists confer

ncil has not been formed,

xmmittees
There are no general interest committees set up for both men and
women in the interest o oth men and women's work im the county, This will be
set up when possitle, scial insterest" subjeets have been planned for the
wonter and spring momths, y will be reported under project work or demonstrations
These "special interest" m gs are open to all people living in the county

given publicity through & rganizations (cther than Extension as well

tension) in the eount A mbers helped suggest subjects needed, and

] ~t shows that much time was spent in ergenizing
a County Home Eco pics Committee, The County H,D.Agent contacted all organisa-
tions in the eount; king with women, She planned with &he District Agent for
four meetings calle Y parpose of getting a County Home Economics Committee
organized and functioning, Three different spproaches were used, with little
or mo results, Dr., Den Fessler, Extension Rural Seeiologist, was secured for
tvo meetings, F ing sug { % Home Agent contacted eight ministers,
foud P.T.A., organizatic The b, Three Ruritan Clubs, and the Woman'se
Auxiliary of the American legion t« ! suggestions as to vhat they would like
to see taken as a county j This larger group of people were contacted
because the ammaller failec All groups agreed to send representatives to
a county meeting - fai The Agent determined to try to keep up with
Extension n fo groups believed by the state to be good,
discussed the "H conomice C ttee" problem with the County Home Degomstration
Club Committee, T} ee appointed its exscutive board, alsc a Home
Economics Commi ntact all women's organizetions (church, schools and
others) and invi e part in all "special interest meetings". The
Home Demonstration Club member » selecting the special interest meeting subjects
vere to g 3 many f sst i 3 s possible ~om non-members,

Dur 19 all w 3 organizagions have been notified about all special
interest me-t ople o r than members have attended the meetings,
Therefore, the Home Economic mnittee has not met with mmch success,

be made to get a Home Economics
subject cliosen has been Health,

own, # health of their

County Home Demonstratiom Clul ittee

The Pro Dew 3 1 3 a part of the County Howe Demonstration
Club Canmittee, and in Aug 1957 meeting of the committee the subjects for 1958

an

wvere selected, he Program [ ment Leaders and Committee members took the

decisions back to each ¢ sscured from each e¢lub the lists of people
desiring each of - E I st subjects and turned the lists over to the
Agent,

Goals were plammed by . mittee for county work, Basis of awvards were
planned, and both goals and m vere incorporated in the County Yearbook,




A central count L ¢ ] accommodate 750 children was completed
in September 1953, fore 19 55 term was emly the second year for the
activities of this scho By 1954 over 1,000 students were crowded inte
this building, and the number has increased for 1956=57 sechool term, In spite of
fact that ten new rooms were added to the school during the summer of 1”45“,
the conditioms there are still crowded and there is mot an extra room in vhich te
hold a meeting, Of this mmmber, Fort Lee sends over 800 to this school, The
increase in the students requires more teachers, and many F
This creates a problem because of 1 sonstant changes in the army personnel, The

e¢hildren often do not stay full ] ) year and yet must be given a chance

to take part in club acti

The new school ] he mod activities — band, glee club, foctball,
basket ball, and many lube nd is for the entire school and has
several sections, T udi torium 1 il o "double" for a gymmasium, therefore,
during the school 1} e it is not le for club meetings er progrems, In the
smmer of 19° ! I il y wa into, and half of it is now a class room,
The parents 1t to cooper with C activities and give their children
every adva Y- k fore hey ave ls ime for Extension meetings, Many women
t 1gh men for all the available

problem, becaunse of shift work,

activities, traveling for medical
urthouse is off of the main
seat is net a

aAn as a county

have amnexed large sections of
the 1 A t f the nt) 10 mem se sections wvant to contirue takin
par 3 pay taxes to the county, the
Agent ir : to go 1 e ¢ s to work, The clut h all members
living 1r ities have cont i ¢ i sending thelr Project Leaders,
and Officers %« munty meetings fo ning, ete, The Agent gives individual
traiming to these leaders when needed, or asks leaders of the eounty c e to heljp

hey have been able to do, and the clubs

them, The members are C of the wvork

1956 Anmual
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The white an + iome Ecoromics Teachers, and Dieticians

at the schools w conom rees 1 to the County Agricultursl amd

Economiecs Professi 1 re Cour hi ional Workers

ort Lee wives are employed,



Chilton Ryburma
Home Demonstration Agent

Prince George
County

County Situatiom

Frince Geor ty 4 6 square miles large, and according te the
census has @ popu f : It is largely & rural mon-farm and urben

ty, having 59.f cent non-farm, 21 percent urban and only 19.4

nt rural farms, re w 745 farm families in 1950 but that figure

dropped eonsiderably in the past 5 years, Of this mumber the census shows

white farm families The figure is lower in 1958,

n the northwest border of Prince George County is the city eof Petershurg,
and on the northeas st y « iopewell, Fort Lee is between these cities,
A Federal Prisor occupies L 11 land north of Fort Lee to the Appemattox
River (eounty lime), Th Y ; Colomy for feeble minded colored people
occupies several hundred acrees from Petersburg to the central section of the
eounty en the west, The large mumber of plants and factories im Petersburg
and Hopewell as we as Fort Lee, the Federal Prison, and the Petersburg
Colony employ men, women, ol ys and girls from the county, In additiom,
the wany stores and ice s well as the schocls employ ecunty people,
Therefore, at least one out of every family, and twe out of 50% of the families
vork avay from home, This accounts the large percent urban and rural non-
farm families, Many of the farm families are owmers of mmall places, who put
out & mmall pateh of peamuts, or corm, or tobacce, then work in & plant until
time to harvest, take off a few days to get the crop in, then go back to the
plant, These people, as well as teachers, and the people who werk im offices
and Fort Lee have little time to improve their homes, attend meetings, er take
active part in county and comunity affairs,

There are a few progressive farmers and homemakers im the county, These
people are community leaders, and realize the services secured through Extension
Programs, There are mix dairy farms in the county, The milk is scld to the
eities, Few families own The people raise peanuts, corn, sweet potatoes,
small gardens, mmall fruits d fev pigs,

A large perce f ! C Ly people i Theay are not
reached in the same way as other 1 ve, while others are alow
to change,

Over 59.6 percent rural non-farm families are scattered through the eounty,
This figure has grown rapidly, the 1957 figure is not known, nor 1958, However,
there are no incorporated towms in Prince George County, They travel several
miles to work each day, The 21 percent urban families just live out of Hopewell
and Petersturg, but often work in the city that is farthest sway, Many of these
people work in Ruchmond and st the DuPont Plant between Petersburg and Richmond,
These people spend hours morning and evening eommuting,
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