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Open enrollment for health insurance 
and flexible spending accounts ends 
May 17 
Open enrollment for state-provided health insurance 
and flexible spending accounts (FSA) ends May 
17. Any changes made during open enrollment will 
be effective July 1, 2021. No action is required for 
employees who wish to continue the same insurance 
elections; however, FSA, including dependent care 
accounts, must be renewed each year.

The Virginia Department of Human Resources 
Management (DHRM) has mailed open enrollment 
information packets to employees’ home addresses.

Employees are strongly encouraged to submit 
open enrollment changes through EmployeeDirect, 
the Virginia Department of Human Resources 
Management’s (DHRM) electronic submission portal, 
and select Health Benefits Direct. Changes must be 
submitted no later than 11:59 p.m. on May 17, 2021.

Enrollment forms and supporting documents can 
be submitted to Human Resources using its secure 
e-drop box. Paper forms should only be used if online 
access is unavailable.

Employees wanting to review health insurance and 
FSA changes can sign up for an Open Enrollment 
Information Session at https://www.hr.vt.edu/
benefits/health/open-enrollment/informational-
meetings.html. Registration is not required.

Visit http://www.hr.vt.edu/benefits/health/open-
enrollment.html or contact the HR Service Center at 
hrservicecenter@vt.edu or 540-231-9331.

How to get a COVID-19 vaccine: 
First and second dose information; 
upcoming Lane Stadium clinic
Clinic at Lane Stadium: The upcoming clinic at 
Virginia Tech’s Lane Stadium will be open to all 
university and community members seeking first and 
second doses.
•	 May 18,  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. (Moderna and Pfizer 

second doses available); schedule a first dose; 
second doses - walk-in only

For more information on upcoming clinics in the New 
River Valley, visit https://www.nrvroadtowellness.
com/where-to-get-vaccinated. To schedule a first 
dose appointment at one of the clinics in the region, 
visit https://www.nrvroadtowellness.com/get-an-
appointment-now. Second dose participants do not 
need an appointment.

Logistics for attending a vaccine clinic at Lane 
Stadium:
•	 Enter at Gate 3 in the South End Zone.
•	 Park in the Stadium Lot. Please enter the lot from 

Sterrett Drive.
•	 If you have an appointment, please arrive as 

close to your appointment time as possible.
•	 Bring: ID/Hokie Passport. First-dose participants 

MUST also bring their printed, completed, and 
signed forms: COVID-19 encounter form and 
Under 18 Consent form (if applicable). Forms 
are available and can be downloaded at https://
vtnews.vt.edu/notices/UR-howtogetvaccine.
html If using a fillable PDF, when forms are 
printed, please be sure your full information is 
included and not cut off.

Additional ways to get a vaccine: Additional resources 
to schedule and receive a COVID-19 vaccine, either 
for a first or second dose include:
•	 VaccineFinder.org gives results of vaccines 

available by location and information on how to 
sign up for a vaccine at a pharmacy and other 
COVID-19 partners.

•	 New River Valley clinics: All university members 
in the New River Valley region can sign up for 
ongoing clinics in the area. In most instances, 
first dose appointments can be scheduled online; 
second doses are available for walk-ins.

2021 Faculty/Staff Award Recipients
The university congratulates faculty and staff 
members for their contributions in a number of 
categories, from advising students to championing 
outreach and research.

“Thanks to the dedication of our faculty and staff, 
we continued advancing our mission of education, 
research, and engagement throughout the 
pandemic,” said Virginia Tech President Tim Sands. 
“We recognize these individuals for their exceptional 
performance and dedication to the university.”

To view the recipients or download the awards 
program, visit https://vtnews.vt.edu/awards/
facstaff2021-1.html.

Blue Cross Blue Shield settlement 
notice emails
Please see the message below from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield.

Some, but not all, members of the Virginia Tech 
community received an email with the subject line: 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Settlement Notice. 

Blue Cross Blue Shield is engaged in a legal matter 
as stated in the email.  However, the lawsuit does 
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not apply to Commonwealth of Virginia (state) plans and 
participants. If you have questions about Blue Cross Blue 
Shield coverage from a previous employer, or questions in 
general, call 888-681-1142 or visit www.BCBSsettlement.
com.

2021 Staff Appreciation Day update
Since 1993, Virginia Tech has celebrated the hard work and 
dedication of more than 4,300 staff and wage employees by 
holding a Staff Appreciation Day. Historically the event offers a 
wide range of activities, lunch, music, and more that draws a 
large crowd of employees, vendors, and volunteers.  

Unfortunately, to continue to protect our campus community 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and follow social distancing 
guidelines in place, we cannot host an in-person celebration.  

While this year’s event will not be held, we again want to 
thank our valued employees for their dedication to our 
university and the campus community. 

Please direct any questions to the HR Service Center at 
hrservicecenter@vt.edu or 540-231-9331.

Important COVID-19 vaccination survey 
for employees
Dear members of the Virginia Tech community,

As we approach the end of the spring semester, we are 
asking all university full- and part-time employees for 
assistance.

We would appreciate you completing a brief new survey 
on whether you have received at least one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine and, if you have not, whether you plan 
to be vaccinated in the near future. The purpose of the 
survey is to estimate the proportion of our community at 
large that will be vaccinated by the start of the summer. 
Data collected will not be attributed personally in our 
analysis nor will it be saved for future use.

An estimate of the proportion of the community that has 
been vaccinated will facilitate our ability to assess health 
safety risk and develop data-driven plans for the summer 
and fall semester.

Please take a moment to complete this brief survey: 
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_
cC1gwlRFnG171Sm. We appreciate you taking the time 
to help inform us. We will share our findings as we move 
forward.

In the spirit of Ut Prosim (That I May Serve),

Cyril Clarke,
Executive Vice President and Provost

Dwayne Pinkney,
Senior Vice President and Chief Business Officer

Virginia Tech to honor more than 6,000 
graduates at spring commencement
Virginia Tech will hold in-person commencement 
ceremonies in Lane Stadium starting Monday and running 
through the following Sunday, May 16. The university plans 
to celebrate graduating seniors, graduate school students, 
and their families, while also adhering to public health 
guidelines.

All in-person ceremonies will be live streamed and details 
about attending commencement in-person can be found 
online at https://vt.edu/commencement/2021/inperson.
html. 

The remainder of the week will include in-person 
ceremonies for those receiving undergraduate degrees 
from both the Class of 2021 and the Class of 2020. 

On Friday, the university will hold a virtual commencement 
ceremony at 6:30 p.m. ET with the pre-ceremony beginning 
at 6:15 p.m. to honor the Class of 2021.

The virtual ceremony will include remarks from a keynote 
speaker, as well as messages from students. 

Here’s a look at the number of bachelor’s degrees being 
awarded from each college.
•	 College of Agriculture and Life Sciences: 571
•	 College of Architecture and Urban Studies: 360
•	 Pamplin College of Business: 1,089
•	 College of Engineering: 1,789
•	 College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences: 1,012
•	 College of Natural Resources and Environment: 224
•	 College of Science: 888

Here’s a look at the number of graduate degrees being 
awarded.
•	 Ph.D’s: 244 in Blacksburg; 21 in the greater 

Washington, D.C. metro area
•	 Ed.D’s: 24 in Blacksburg; 2 in the greater Washington, 

D.C. metro area
•	 Master’s degrees: 724 in Blacksburg; 115 in the greater 

Washington, D.C. metro area
•	 Education specialists: 6 in Blacksburg; 1 in the greater 

Washington, D.C. metro area
•	 Advanced Graduate Certificates: 153 in Blacksburg; 1 

in the greater Washington, D.C. metro area

For a complete listing of those ceremonies and more 
information, including sign-up registration forms, visit 
https://ccc.vt.edu/calendar/ceremonies.html.

For those with questions or more information about 
commencement, visit vt.edu/commencement. 
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