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A study on the possibil it ies of place-making by systematically

separating the tradit ional responsibi l i t ies of the wall  as an

architectural element. Walls usually serve several simultaneous

structural,  enveloping and distr ibutional duties. The project

consists in designing a house where four distinct but interacting

types of walls are present, each with a well defined duty. Each

necessary but deliberately insufficient in itself: one provides the

structure; another is a continuous skin for enclosure and partition;

still another solely weatherproofs and, finally, one filters the light

and grants privacy.

The four walls function as layers with the capacity of interplay,

while retaining their identity. The places result ing from these

boundaries assert their presence and function in view of the

character bestowed by the form of their enclosure. The choice of

material, assembly, texture and color in unique correspondence

to each boundary's usefulness, complete the experience of the

inhabitant and architectural form comes about.
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When space acquires definition by means of

boundaries or conditions it becomes a place.

A place is definite in situation and character

and its recognizable properties make it 

meaningful... inhabitable. 

Architecture defines places. Some elements 

are inevitably bound to the creation of an 

architectural place. What these elements

are is a general category. But how they are 

-their arrangement and disposition- is what

differentiates cultures, times, and places.

Among the elements of architecture, walls are 

usually responsible for space definition. That is 

to say, they are the place-makers.

This thesis is a study that focuses on the redefinition 

of a Wall as the place-maker strategy for 

the rooms of a house.



Observing a log cabin wall 

log cabin.           photograph from Elementare Architektur by Raimund Abraham. 

Being incomplete as a weather enclosure, this 

log wall is mainly structural. However, it is the

boundary in charge of the character of the

enclosed space and of the manner in which

the site is perceived. 

This log wall defines a type of place by the

intensity of light it permits and the views that it 

frames. The character of the place is a direct

consequence of the materiality and assembly 

that configure the boundary. 



 model - bearing points for the structural cage

One wall. Three boundaries.
Structure.                   Skin.                 Enclosure.           

This project explores the possibi l ity of separating the tradit ional

responsibilities of a wall to generate a method for place-making in the

design of a house. Three separate but interacting wall obligations are 

present as boundaries in the project: 

load bearing,  space bounding   and   weatherproofing

Each obligation is fulfilled by a distinct form.  

general plan for structural cage

As in the log cabin wall, the first boundary is structural and permeable.

It is a fabric of steel columns and trusses arranged as the perimeter

of a structural cage. This allows for an uninterrupted volume within.



model for enclosure skin

model of the relationship between structure and skin

The second boundary is a complementary opaque wall serving as 

the necessary skin for enclosure and partition. Free from structural

responsibil ity, this skin wraps around the spanning trusses of the

structural cage to define the places for a house. 

Finally, tall panes of glass spanning the openings of the opaque skin 

provide complete weather enclosure for the interior places.

Distinct environments result from modulating the dimension, position and

orientation of the opaque skin with respect to the peripheral structure.

Correspondingly, distinct types of places emerge, both between the 

two boundaries and on either side of them.

Places are no longer forced into a constrained volume, nor can they 

be unequivocally classified as inside or outside.



Places.       Passages.      Rooms.

Inhabiting the Wall

early perspective for possible spatial conditions

The degree of enclosure constitutes the primary difference between

the places. It is determinant of their adequate programmatic function.  

Material and color generate the evolving sequence of places.

Exposed places surrounding the steel structural fabric comprise

passages. 

Deeper in the house, places are wrapped in wood to compose the

rooms. 


