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II1. ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
A. L. Eighty-five percent
2. Although the bullding of residences in Virginis
during the past year hys been less than the rate of

building during the two previous ysars, the interest in

the development of grounds around homes, churchas, schools,

commnity houses, office buildings, manufacturing plants
and public grounds has greatly increased. For these
rcasons, the demands made om the specialists in this
proje 't have been greater thenm in any preceeding peried.
County extension agents sad home demonstrition agents ave
taking more intevest in the srmamental preject. Their
tralaning in this field has besn very little or nome at
all, and the specisliste are saking every effort to help
them make up this deficlensy.

Since it was not posaible l'or the pert-time specialists
to meet all these demands through visits, other seans were
devised,

3. The major objectives of the plm wers:

(1) To train as many county ajents, home demon~

stration agents, teschers snd community leaders as

possible to identify ermamsntsl plants by neame and

te know something sbout their uses.

(2) To have three schools of four days sach on the

state level for the more than 20,000 garden cludb members

in Virginia.




(3) To work with the 474 registered nurserymen in
Virginis through
. Two sducational meetings on the state level.
b. A monthly mews letter. (Exhibic 1.)
c. A short course for nurserymen and their
employees .
d. Vieits and conferences.
e. Bulletine and letters.
To assist the amateour gardensrs of the state by
4. Holding one five-day short course on the
state level
b. Supplying bulletine, ete., to meet specific
problems.
¢. Giving demonstrations
d. Arrvanging tours.
(5) To assist various institutions of a private and

public nature with problese relating to lawns, shrubse,

treoas and the general arrangement of the grounds.
(6) To work with the Virginia Highway Depa tment
through a landscape short course (Exhibits 2 and 3)
and through conferences with district enginsers in
various parts of the state.

(7) To arrange and help with county mestings which
are intended te resch all interested peocple in the
county. These have beccms known as landscape
institutes, one~day schools, leader training

meeiings, ete.
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(8) To sponsor & Home Grounds Besutification
program for &-H boys snd girls.
(9) To hold meetings on the state level on the
V. P. 1. campus. Exsmple - Program on Ornamental
“ortigulture during the Annual Institute of Rural
Affairs.
(10) To prepare & limited number of Landscape
plans for demonstration howss, schools and churches
as & means of further training county ageats.
(11) To use radio, TV sud news articles.
(12) The specialists made one or more visits to
seventy-nine counties. (Exhibit 4.)
(1) When given the opportunity to choose from a
number of subject matter courses offered during the
Annual Conference of Extension Agents at V. P, 1. ia
August more than 100 county agnnts made the course
in Ornamental Horticulture their first cheice.
These were met in groups of about 30 each for

an intensive workshop in:

ldentification of ormmental plants.

Principles of design.

Use of plants a8 to mavs and secale.

Pruning demonstrations.

As & means of helping the extension agents to

remember the comson or specific names of ornamental

plants, tags were printed for abeout 148 ornamsntal

plants which are commonly used in Virginia. (Exhibit 5.)




These name tags are fastensd to plants or plant
parts for mestings, tours or demonstrations. The
tage and "twistems™ are supplied to the ageats ia
groups representing plants which are adapted to their
particular section,

Gome of the agents are using ten to fifteen of the
tags with plant saterisl st leader training, home
lemonstration and garden ¢ludb meetings. Those presont
are allowed to study the material for a short time
when the names are turned over, showiug & key number
for esch plant, Eech person is given a sheet of
paper on which they are to list the common or specific
names of the plants. Some prises are often offered
for the winners.

Some of the distriet agents snd & number of »>,
county agents have requesced full sets of ¢t .« name

Lags .

i'a means of capitalising on the int’ rest shows

by the extension agents, & seminars were ‘rrenged
in four different districts with the co-operation
of the district agenta. The plm for each was:
a. BSelect & commnily “hers large groups of
plants could be examined in relation to
buildings and grounds in several differeat
sattings.
b. Ge over these with the selected group of

sgents, discuss the plant uses sad answer

quastlions .




c. Using scale maps which had been made in
advance, each agent made & ® 'wtiag plan for a
nev residence and grounds with the assistance of
the specialist,

In one distriet the group was composed of autension
agents, teschers and commnity lesders. This sffert
on the part of the specialists has created as much
interest among the extemsion agents as anything which
has besn tried in previous yeare, and the agents ave
in & better positien te help those whe call on them.

One bullecing, Lewns For Virginis, vas prepared
(revised) and 20,000 sopies printed. (Exhibit 6.)
Three new circulars were prepared snd sent to county
agents:

Making @ lendscaps Medel (Exhidit 7.)

Making o Fruit snd Seed Collsetien (Bxhivic 4.)

Pressing Flewers nd lesves (Exhidit 9.)

In addition to these, the followiag publications have

been sent to all county agents by the specialists:

Bulletin 217
Bulletia 189
Bulletin 236
Circular 503
Circular 577

iandsca; g Slopes Cireular 622

4-1 Hows Grounds Sesutificstion Circular 413, Unit 1

250 jaci sad lecosd-dosky-dnie—d




4-H Home G Cireular 415, Unict IX
Projec d

An Attrective Mail Box Circular 770
LEALETS WITHOUT MIMNMRS

Some Notes on African Violets

Transplanting Dogwood

Care snd Maintenance of Tress and Shrube

kist of Trees

Ornamenca! Fruit for the Home Grounds

¥lowering Shrubs for Viegiaia

Plants for Foundation Planting

Som: 'ctes on Asaleas

Making an Attractive Farm Entrance

Spring Flowering Bulbs

Gladiolus for the Home Grounds

Howe and Comsunity Desutification Goal (Demomstratica)

Home and Community Beautification Project
Eighty-twe sets of slidcs ware loaned to

eitension agents sad community leaders
Movies and visual aide were supplied couanty

workers for special meetings.

(2) The Virginia Federstion of Garden Clubs with

442 clubs and 15,968 members is the largest garden

club organization in the state. The Garden Club of

Virginia has & membership of 3,500. Other gavden

-lubs, not affilisced with these, have & membership

of approx mately 2,300 making & greand total of

naarly 22,000 setive gavden club members in the stats.




Two Judging Schools, sponsoved by the Virginia

Federation of Garden Clubs snd directed by the

specialist vere hald in February and Mavch with &

total attendance of 600, (Exhibie 10.) One
Judging School, spousored by the Negre gardem clubs,
was held at Virginia Sctate College. The specialist
collected and labeled more than one hundred specimens
of ornamental plants and gave the lectures sn this
subject.

A Flower Show Workshop was held for the Southwest

district of the Virgiaia Ped ion of Garden Clubs.

(Exhivic 21.)

(3) A winter and & summer meeting were held for
Virginia nurserymen. The specislists gave talks,
served on committees and took part in conferences.
The summer meoting was held jointly with that of the
Southern Nurserymen's Association with a total
attendance of 330,

The mouthly newsletter, which is prepared by the
specialist, is the only paper published solely for
Virginia Nurserymen. The annual two-day short course
was attended by more than 50 murserymen and their
employees. (Exhibit 11.) Local srrangements were
handled by County Agent J. E. Beard with a omwittee
of nurserymen.

(4) Thers are many ssateur gardensrs ia Virgisis whe

are not connected with garden clubs. The meating of




of this group on the V. P. 1. campus has been an
important amnual affair since 1935. This session,
known as the Garden Lovers Short Course, sttracts
both wen and vomen. In 1958, the sttendance was

sbout 150. (Sxhibits 12 and 13.)

Amateur gardeners ave helped through the use of
bullecins and circulars which have been prepared by
the specialists; and through much correspondence.
Tours are arranged for special cccasions. (Bxhibit i4,)
(3) During the year, the specialists have given
assistance to the following institutions through
parsonal visics:

Botetourt Church, Gloucester
Atioch Church

Rich Creek Methodist Church
8t. John's Bpiscepal Church
Perse vereuce Church

Dwarf Hill Methodist Chureh
Elizsbath Methodist Church
Scottsville Church

Fluvanna Church

Salem Mathodist Church
Blackstone Christisn Church
Presbyterian Church, Carroll County
Baptist Church, Carvoll County
Presbyterisn Church, Haysi

Redwood Methodist Church




Episcopal Church, Riag & Quesa County
§t. Staphens Baptist Church
Methodist Church, HBilleville

Gate City Methodist Church

St. Lukes Church

0ld Et. Johns Church, Richmond
Inscitutions

Beurice Poor Farm

4~H Camp, Ablagdon

Virglala Experiment Station, Painter
Methodist Youth Camp

Fresbyterian Howe for Aged

Bland Prison Farm

Saptist Home, Danville

Schools

Keet.otown School

KEing George High Scheol

Dehlgreen Elementary Schoel
Dahlgreen Rescue Squad

West End Scheool

Orange High Scheel

Fauquier County School

Annandale School

Carroll County High Scheel

Carrell County Elemeatary Schools (8)

Halifax High Scheol

Mathews County Nigh Sehoeol




Castlewood High Schoel
fonaker High School

Copper Creek High Scheol
Ferrum High Scheool
Saleville High Scheol
Ferrum Junior College

Ocher Buildings agd Grouads
Future Farmers - Fairfex

Christiansburg Green

Vomsn's Club building

Middlesex Health Center

Cemetery - Clifton Forge

Cematery - near Hillaville

Clintwood Cematary

Cumberland Young People's Camp

Crippled Childrean's Camp

Blue Hills golf course

Tappshannock golf course

Jamestown Memorial
(6) The annual Landscape Shert Course, which is
held at V., P, L. in co~oparation with the Virginia
Highway Department, was attended by 123, (Exhibits 2 & 3.)
It is generslly believed that the tourist trade in
Virginis represents the state's largest busisess. It
is most importsat, therefors, te do all that is
possible to wake ovr highways sttractive as well as

aseful .




(7) Many county groups are now holding annual schools
on ornamental horticulture., The plans vary ia
different counties and from year to year. Most of
them will fall in one of the following categories:
4. The county committes om ornemental horticulture
holds a planning mesting in November, which is at~
tended by the county ageat and the specialist.
At that time decisions are reached on the date,
place and type of meeting, which usually is held
in late spring. (Bxhibic 15.)
b. Local groups, vhe are iatevested in & school
ca ornamental horticulturs, work with the extension
agents on & plan for the school. (Bxhibit 16,)
¢, Local nurserymen make most of the plans.
(Exhibie 17,.)
d. Home demonstration clubs and garden clubs
often work together ou plans for a short course
or one-day scheel.
(8) Perhaps the most effective work in orsamental
horticulture is that dome with young pesple. For this
reaseon, special sttention has been given to the 4-N
Homs Grounds besutificstion Preject. During the year,
the number of 4~H members, who selacted the 4-H Home
Grounds Beautificatica Project, ineveased from 10,256
to ¥ . In order to help this large group of club
members, the specialist prepared thres new circulars as

follows:

L 04 e w-"\. ll_“m W L f{’ Coum &-" i




Making s landscape Medel (Sxhibit 7.)
Making 8 Fruit sad Seed Gollestion (Exhivic 5.)
Prassins Viewsss sad besves (Bxhivit 9.)

Wide use was mada of Units I and 11 of the 4-H

Home Grounds Besutifiestion Prolsct snd Record Buok.
(9) The Amnual Institute of Rural Affairs is held on
the V. P. 1. compus during the sumar for farmers and
their families; and for meny different groups whose
activities are velated to rursl Life,

In 1958, the session on ornemental horticulture was
attended by move than 400 wen and women. (Exhibie 15.)
(10) During the year, ou~the-spot landscape planting
plan  or suggestions were made by the specialists for
homes, schools, churches or other bulldings in the
following counties:

Dickenson Campbel |
Bcott Pittsylvania
Russell Malifax
Washingten Charlotte
Tanewall

Smyth

Blaad

Wythe

Giles

Pulaski

Carveoll

Craig

Montgomery

Alleghany

Botstourt

Roanoke

Franklin

Heary

Bath

Rockbr Ldge

Bedford

Amherst




5. The plan of work for ommamental horticulture for 1958
listed nine expected vesuits as follows:
(1) A greatly incressed demand for the services of the
limited number of State Extension Specialists.
(2) An incresss in the susber of 4-H members in home

Grounds Besutification Project.

(3) County Extension Agents better trained to met
local problems.

(4) A deeper asppreciation of the value of ornamestel
horticulture in the homs, the school, and in the
community.

(5) Better informed surserymen a8 to the principles
of landscape design sad the use of plant material.
(6) lncressed sttendance st educational meetings
arranged and directed by the specialist.

(7) A large susber of commnity leaders who are to be
aaaaa under the direction of the specialists in

ornamental hortieulture




(8) Improvement in the appearance and value of

properties landscaped with the help of the specialists

in ornamental horticulture.

(9) Greater interest in community improvement,

inecluding roadside besutification, safer eatrances

from highways, improved grounds st churches, s hools,
ity b s 8 ries and homes.

Comments
(1) The year has seen & great increase in the requests
for the services of the specialists.
(2) The number of &M Club members in the Home Grounds

Besutification has ineressed frow 10,256 to (_lkl - (%)

(3) More than 100 county agents have had soms special
training in ernamsatal heorticulturs duriag the year.
(Exhibics 19 and 20.)

{4) The large attendence At county mestings and at
V. P. 1. during the year sttust to the growing
sppreciation of the value of ornamsntal herticulture
in the home, the school and in the comsunity.

(5) work with the nurserymen through the Virginis
Nurserymen's Asseclation, the short course for nursery~
men and through personal visits has surely givean some
purserymen & better Lldea of the mesalng of good land-
scaping.

(6) Attendance at educational meetings is influenced
by meny things. Among these are (s) place, (b) time,
(c) sesson, and (d) weather. In 1957, the ornamental




session during the Instituts of Rural Affairs was
attended by 123 people, while 400 attended the same
session in 1958, Similar incresses were noticed at
county meetings at Fairfax, Martinsville snd Henrsco.
(7) Leader training meetings were held in the following
counties:

Albemar'e
Bedford
Henrico
Southamp toa
Surry

Hor thamp ton
Accomac
Norfolk
Hanover
Montgomery
Charles City
York
Chestarfield
Charlotte
Fairfax
Spottsylvania
Rockingham
Frederick Russell
King and Queen

(3) .= accurate method for measuring the increass in
propc}ynluuuuﬂll.l“h‘h‘.
devised. However, it is safe S0 assume that the wide-

spread improvement in lawne snd landscaping has

resulted in increased property valuss.
(9) Reports from county agents, garden clubs, civie
clubs, and community leaders throughout the state
show the definite tvend toward community ilmprovement.
The following are typical statemsnts which came from
county agents im sll sections of Virginia during 1955:
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"Helped several home gardeners by idenctifying insects, and
giving control recommendations. Assisted home owners in
Landscape plans and greding of lewns. Gave a demonstration

on pruning home shrubs to a &N club.”

“The agent snd Mr. Lux, of the School Beard, attended the
turfgrase conference and tour at Nolland and Norfolk.
Requests continued to come in for the agent's assistence
related to the cars of home grounds. Based upon the
results of a study in & searby state vhich showed the
sverage home owner had more than $70.00 invested in
shrubbery, the investment im Chesterfield County alomne
would be mere than & millien dollars. We should be
interested in care of the hows grounds just for economical

reasons .

"A tour of one of the lecal nurseriess was held by one of
the 4-H Clubs with the agent on the 17¢h of July. The
group of boys were members of the Home Grouads Beauti-
fication group im the BC Club of Poquoson.”

"Many visits, telephons calls, office calls, and newspaper

articles were used during the month to help the residents

of Hampton and York County on the verious problems con-

aected with lawns, shrubbery, and fl « Reg for

sssistance on these problems contiswe to ineresss, and o

considerable amouat of the ageat’s time 1s consumed #long

these lines. The many pevsonal visite, which are




necessary to cope with these problems, are very time-
consuming, but are deemed n~cesssry.™

@ & 4Ty
"Bucause of the tremendous interest in ormamental horti-
culture in this area, attempts have been made to keep
the insecticide and seed dealers, & well as nurserymen,
informed cu the latest recommendations for cultural
practices, disedses and Llnsect coutrel of ornamental
plants. Timely informstion is mimsographed and distributed
regularly to these dealars, and some of the dealers are
given soll sample record shests snd bomes so that more
people might become interested im testing their lLawns
for fertiliser snd lime needs. The dealers, as & whole,
have besn very much interested in the program sad have
co-operated very weli."

LR
“The agent has been sctive during April in helping
people in Grundy and the county with their lawns. HNe
has suparvised the seeding of two lawns and has made
landscape plans for three pecple. Ne is counstantly
giving informetion about Lawns to people over the
telephons and to those who call at the office. The

agent has talked to two P.T.A. meetings, one garden

elub and one women's club during the moath of April about
the care of lawne and surrounding premises.”

e € .8 SN

“The agent gave a talk to one of our locsl garden clubs.




«19 -

Four persons were helped with home grounds besutification
and lawn problems. The home demonstration agent and the
county agent conducted & weeting of the new 1958 Home
Grounds Beautification Committes to plan the 1958 program.
This committee wvas composed of howe demonstration club
members, Ruritan Club representatives and advisory from
the highwey department, perks, ste.”

- L T
"Ihe annua. tour of the lawn gress plots at the V. P. 1.
Warsav Agricultural Experiment Station was attended by
the agent and others interssted from Hamptom and York
County. They were informed on various problems connected
with lewns, shrubbery, and flowers duriag the meanth.”

e & & 9"
"As usual, April has beea one of the busiest months of
the year. A prolemged winter seasen followed by & fast
approaching spring added materially te the requasts for
sssistance. Seasonal programs in lewn and ornamentasl
care, gardening, lasect comtrol wers ia heavy demand

durlng the latter part of the menth."

Rl - * x -

"“Everyone d to & ddenly aware of the wed for

a pretty lawn, nice looking shrubs snd garden work as the
rough weather began to break. Mora then ample rains have
prevented most homeowners from carrying out recommended
practices. The demsnds for information on the eantire

culture of lawns, shrube and gardens have been high.

The bulletin supply on these subjests was completely
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exhausted, and we could have used at least 1,000 wove.”

- - Rl - -
"Hortieultural problems continue to take most of my timm.
Lawn proclems and grubs are of major importance to home~
owners here, and we are called wpen for advice on these
problems daily."

L T T
“Met with the committes in Cliftem Porge and V. P, I.
specialist to develop & landscape plan for the sntrance
to the cemetery."

® & SN
“Considerable cime was spent giving information on seeding
lawns especially te the variety of grass suitable to this
ares and proper fertilisation practices. About 30 soil
samples were tested duriag the month for ormamsntal
purposes along vith recommendations Zor lime and fertiliser
anecded. These and other astivitiss contismue to require
thet considerable time spent on assisting the large
number of people in this urban area who are becoming more

laterasted in developing thelr home grounds. The regular

monthly meeting of the York County Nome Grounds Society

was beld in the York Gourt House on October 20. Mr. Bernard
C. Ellis talked to the group om bulb planting, and the
ageat showed colored slides on various varietiss of bulb
plants.”

. % & & @
"Had A. G. Swith, Jr., Associate Horticulturist, in the

county for ome day to talk o & gavden club and visit
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sevaral problem areas. This proved very helpful te the
county ageat."

I T
“The County Landscaping and Gardening Committee met and
discussed the 1958 Landscaping and Gardening Institute wnich
had an enrollment of 866 persons. Plans were outlined at
this meeting for the 1959 Northera Virgiais Garden
Institute."

T
"Improving and besutifying the home grounds is & major
part of the agricultural program in this county. VFor the
past severzl years, specialists have worked with groups
and individuals on this project. This L resulting in
more yards belng graded and sesdad in more comsmmities
in the county than before. In the Wyatt comsunity, four
lawns vere graded and seeded last fall, and in the
wpring. Three more lavns have been plamned and are to be
seaded 1o the fall. In waking & survey of these projects,
it was found that wost of these families got the idea of
improving thelr surroundings after observing a demomstration
that had been conducted in the county. A tour will be held

later to observe the improvements along this line.”

» - * L
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B. The specialist attended & three~day school on landscape at
the University of Geergia. This short course was spensored by
the Natiomal Council of Garden Clubs as & mesns of co~ordinating
the work of numerous landscape spucialists whe are working with
the state garden club federations.

The purpose of the program of Landscape Design of the Natiomal
Council of State Garden Clubs frem its beginaing has been teo

educate garden club mwembers and the general public to know good
landscape practice and to serve 48 guardisns and critics of
outdoor beauty ia the U.S.A. Gavdan Club leaders and experts
in the field of landscape architecture sducation are agreed
the time has arrived when cencentrated training ia landscape
design sheuld be previded by Natienal Council for its members in
ordar to expedite attainment of the objectives of this
recently established, important pregram. It is preposed that
a series of at least four Landscape Design Schools, separste
from the Flower Show Schools, be set up and sceredited by
National Coumeil.
Spesific Objectives
The specific objectives of these four Scheols shall be to
gulde Garven Clubs and mesbers:
1. To develop an sven greater apprecistion and love for the
aatural eoun._ry-sri* walch s their good fortume te have as
their environs.
2. To develop & greater sense of pride ia their home
grounds snd surroundings.
3. To see the whole as well as the details and to ap-
preciate how the details effect the whele.




4. To make changes in their surroundings that will sake
them more useful and ceonvenient, more beautiful and withia
their limits of time and energy te kesp up well.

5. To stimulate their iaterest in phases of broader

planning that affect all of their lives.
ASSESSORS

It is to be hoped that & lazge army of able sssessors, or
critics, of Lendscape Design can be developed out of garden
club members, throughout the natiea. BSuch informed persons
are needed to intelligently serve as members of Park Boards,
Highway Commissions, School Grounds Committess, ete., to
collavorate with members of the design professions in planaing
grounds of public buildings, parks and roadsides; and slse to
use their influemce with public officials to insist that
competent experts in landscaps design be euployed te plan our
public outdoor aress.

V. P. 1. and the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs will
sponsor & Landscape Design scheol for Virgimia garden club
membars in the spring of 1939.

During the year this department continued to co-operate
with the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs in spomsoring

two Flower Show Schools. These schools are organised sccording

to standards set up by the National Ceuncil of Garden Clubs.
The Virginia schools last year attvacted studeats frem the
neighbor states of Haryland, Nerth Carolina, South Carelins,
Tennesses, West Virginis, Pennsylvenis, snd the District of
Columbia.

The specialists in co-operation with the Virginis




Murserymen's Association served as host for the snnual meeting

of the Southern Murserymsn's Association.

This department assisted in the arraagemsnt for & jeiat
meeting of the North Carolins Nurserymen's Association snd
the Virginia Nurserymen's Asseclation which consisted of a
tour of Virginla nurseries in the Tidewater ares.

The department was iastrussatal in sponsering the
Landscaps Short Course for pevsemmel of the Virgianis Departmeat
of Highways snd other workers in the iield of landscape
design and maintensnce of public grounds. Representatives
from North Carolina, Ohie and the U, 5. Public Buresu of
Roads discussed with the Virginis representatives the various
problems that will be iavelved in landscaping the new inter-

state highway system.
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- 2ACHIFLCANT ACHIEVEMENT OF EXTRNSLON WORK LN ORMAMENTAL

HORTICULTURY
Fairfax Landscaping Institute !'epular

The Extenslon Service, in co-operatien with the Virgiania
Polytecmic Institute and the Northern Virginia Nurserymen's

Associacion, completed, during the wiater of 1938, its Peurth
Annual Institute for the benefit of homs owmers and especially
new-conmrs in the county. An sverage stteandance of 270 for
five sasslions this year, indicates that the homsewners in
Fairfax and neighbering Arlingten counties are extremely
intersated in secking guidance ian developing and maintaiaing
the grounds of their homes. Tha program this yesr ilncluded:

Solils and Lawns

Landscape Design for the Small Homs

Trees - Ornamental sad Shade « for the Hows

Broadleaf Eveargreens for Home in this Aves

Garden Problems for New Owners

Inside Use for Outside Plants.

Fairfax County in Northern Virginis is ens of the
fastest growing areas in America. Since the closs of Werld
War 11 the expansion in hems building in Pairfax County has
been tremendous. In 1953 new howmes built in Pairfax County
were valued at $55,000,000 and in 1956 at $76,000,000. This
building sctivity has brought meny snew femilies inte the aves.

Most of theso families are looking to the Ceunty Agricultural
Extension Service for assistance.




In 1954 the various NHews Dessnstration Clubs in Felrfax
wers working on dome and Community Besutification as their
major project. A County Home snd Community Besutification
Committee was organised te halp premote this program. The
commities members were cognisant of the tremendous yearly

growth in population in the county, and felt that sowsthing
should be done on a county-wide basis te belp folks interested
in besutifying their homes and to help the folks vealise that
literature on landecaping was available through their County
Agricultural Extension eoffice. Net knowing exactly how or

vhare to start, the committes ilavited representstives from

the Gardea Clube, Civie Clubs, the Nurserymen's Association and
the landscape specialiet from Vipginia Polytechaic Institute
to & planning meeting.

The group, sfter discussing many proposals, selected
the idea af having, during the winter of 1955, a Landecape
Forum every Tuasday night for six msetings. The tepice
salected were:

Landscaplag
Plant Macerial
Lawvas

Why Plants Die
Pruning
Azaleas

kosas

Arvangemsnts were madi to hold the meetings in the local
bigh schoel. Specialists [.ow Virginia Polytechaic Institute




and representatives from the Nuresrymen's Association were
the instructors for the first year of the forum.

The first year's program proved suscessful and the Homs
Demonstration Clud voted te sponser the program the following
year. A permanent committes was orgsnised, consisting of
representatives from the Home Demonstration Clubs, the County
and Btate Nurserymen's Assecistions, the County Federation of
Garden Clubs, and che County Federation of Civie Associations.
This committee has contimued te fumetion ever sinee and mecte
saveral times during the year to healp plan and carry out the
snnuel Garden Institute. It new has & permanent chairmen, and
4 program chairman sad a pudblicity chairman are alec appointed.
J. E. Beard, Vairfax Agricultural Agemt, and Jesss M. Hemerly,
Home Desmonstratiom Agent, aleag with the V. P. 1. Lindscape
Specialist, serve as sdvisers te this committwe.

The sttendance st the Institutes has grown so large that

the sesting capacity at the lecal sehools is ne longer adequate.

Arrangements were made this ysar with the Veedward & Lothrop
Department Store to held the sessions in their new 300-seat
suditorium which is located at Seven Corners, Falls Church,
Virginia. Since the suditorium was filled on several
occasions the committes is wondering where o go mext if the
popularity of the gardean programs eentisues to grow.

During the first we years the publisity committes used
the county newspaper, cirvcular letters and the radie té
advertise the forum. Spot checks ia the county led the

committes to believe that many folks did not see the anncunce~




ments in the county newspapers or hear the announcements
over the radieo. The committes fortunstaly tried the plan of
distribucing hendsills announcing the topice and speskers for
the forums through the large chain food stores. The executives
of the food stores wers very cescparative and instructed their
checkers to place & handbill in ssch package of groceries
leaving the store for ome week, The committes found that the
handbills reached many pecple vhe otherwise weuld never have
heard of the program and the sttandance ilmmediately began to
increase

Since the first yesar the committes has continued to use
the V. P, 1. specialists as instruectors, but they are now
waking greater use of seme of the trained werkers in Peirfax
or neighboring counties for their fastructors. Speskers from
the National Arboretum, United States Department of Agricultural
and representatives from various Nerticultural Societies or
local nurseries, have kindly donated their time te appear on
the program.

The Garden Institute has definitely helped the citisens of
Pairfax County to become aware of the help that the Fairfax
Extension Service is prepared to give its citisens. In 1957,

4,747 requests were veceived by the Extension Agonts for

information on flowers and ornemsatal shrubs. An additiomal
2,231 calls were received for information on vegetable and other
gordening predlems. Bulletins and elreulars on various
ornamental subject were alse distributed, free of charge, te

the citisens of Fairfax Ceunty.




The Garden Institute pregram has alse helped the citiszens of
Fairfax County to become familiar with the soil survey program
that has been carried om in Fairfax County. Ia late 19355,
Fairfax County completed one of the most detailed soil surveys
ever made. J, E. Beard, Fairfax County Agent, reperted that
in 1957, 1,122 calls concerning solls were answered by the
County Soils Scientist sttached to the Extension office; 184
calls from farmers and the vemainder from home owners or from
county government officials. It is estimated that the use of the
soil information alome is saving home owners and tax payers
$2,000 per week. However, the real walue of tVis program is in
its contribution te improve health, welfare snd besuty within

our county.

The success of the adult education program in landscaping

in Fairfax County has led other counties in Nerthern Virgiaia
to organize similar programs for theis hems owners.




Days inoffies . . c s s s s e s e ess IO
Days fn fleld . . . s s s s s s s n R e ue s« 20K
Miles traveled . . co s s e s s nane s 3000
Lettors written . « « « « » s s s o o s & » » « 1,900
Farm or homs visdts . . « ¢ s s s s s v s s« +» « 28
Laader training meetings . . . . s B
Conference with County Ageats . 354
Meetings with Extension Agents . « 12
Beminars . . ¢ ¢ ¢ s s 00 0 0w B ) )
Bulletine prepased ¢ ¢ 2 ¢« ¢ o s s s s s a s s s s O
Bulletine revised . . . . « . s e essreeel
Leaflets prepared . . . . . . ¢ v hiPdh ae oo S
Circular letters . . « « o « & 5

Slide sete loaned . . . . . & e e e

Schools visited . . . + & « & D

86
Plans prepared . . « + « « + & 26
14
14

Churchk grounds landscaped . .

Result Demonstracions visited 16
Tours or Fleld Days . . . . . 16
Talks to groups . . _— 2
News Articlas . . . . .+ &

Radio and T. V. Programs . .
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