
MINUTES 
Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 

President's Boardroom 
April 28,1997 

Present: 	Dr. John Seiler, Chair; Dr.'s R. Fell, J. Fulton, O.H. Griffin, P. Knox, J. LaPorte, MA 
Lewis, J. Marchman, C. Steele Rogers, M. Schaefermeyer, D.W. Smith, N. Spencer, D. Stetter, J. 
Crunkilton for J. White; W.H. Dean, University Registrar; S. Anew, Newman Library; S. Wilson 

Absent: 	Dr.'s R. Bates, S. Brooker-Gross, G. Brown, M. Denbow, P. Edwards, J.L. Eaton, C. 
Eustis, J. Johnson, P. Meszaros, M.J. Sirgy; R. Sorensen, F.W. Stephenson, E. Sturgis, L. Swiger; 
R. Tracy; S. Martin, CAUS; W. Grubb, Staff Senate, J. Eggleton, SGA/Academic Affairs; Trevor 
Johnson, SGA; S. Martin, CAUS; J. Price, SGA; S. Valentine, Honor System. 

Visitors: 	R. Daniel, C. Goree, E. Guertin, 

• Call to Order and Announcements 

Dr. John Seiler called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. Dr. John Fulton announced that Ron 
Daniel, Department Head of Architecture has accepted the position of Associate Provost for 

Undergraduate Programs, effective July 1. 

• The Agenda was approved as amended. 

• The Minutes of April 14,1997 were approved as distributed. 

• Resolution 1996-1997E. Granting of Posthumous Degrees, for "Second Reading" 

Dr. Jim Marchman presented the resolution for second reading. Motion was made and seconded 
to approve. Wanda Hankins Dean stated the effective date would need to be revised to FALL 1997 
since no-action would be taken by University Council until fall semester. She also added the 
resolution should reflect the degrees being awarded are for undergraduates. It was suggested the 
word undergraduate be added to the title of the resolution was well as the first statement in the 
paragraph beginning "Therefore, be it resolved..". After a brief discussion concerning the forty-five 
credit hour requirement, Dr. Norrine Bailey Spencer moved to amend the resolution by deleting the 
sentence referring to good academic standing and the forty-five hour credit requirement. The 
motion to amend was seconded. The motion to amend was denied by a seven to five vote. 
Wanda also suggested the associated recommendation be removed since it does not follow 
standard resolution format. The membership agreed to the suggestion. It was noted during 
discussion that exemptions to the policy, if approved, could be made through request of the 
department and dean's office and forwarded to CUSP. The motion to approve the resolution with 
suggested editorial changes was approved by a seven to six vote. 

• Reports from Commission Sub-Committees 

Committee on Undergraduate Curricula 



Dr. Cosby Rogers, presented the April 28, 1997 report for approval. Motion was made and 
seconded to approve the report as presented. The motion carried. 

For "First and Second Reading" 
(unanimous approval) 

Courses Approved for First Summer 1997 

BC 	4434 	Construction Practice I 
	

new 

• Courses Approved for Fail 1997 

ARCH 	4055-4056 Environmental Building Systems 	 revised 

ART 	1004 	Experiencing the Visual Arts 	 new 

ART 	1114 	Living with Art and Design 	 new 

ART 	2504 	Introduction to Digital Art and Design 	 new 

CS/EE 	2574 	Introduction to Data Structures and Software Engineering (CS = home 

dept) 	new 

EDVT 	4204 	Managing Vocational and Technical Education Work-Based Programs 

revised 
EE 	2704 	Signals and Systems 	 new 

HORT 4205,4206 Public Gardens Maintenance 	 new 

LAR 	4444 	Environmental Impact Assessment 	 new 

MKTG 	3604 	Professional Selling 	 revised 

PHIL 	2304 	Global Ethics 	 new 

WOOD 4154 	Computer Control Systems in Forest Products 	 new 

• Courses Approved for Spring 1998 

CSES 	4644 	Land-Based Systems for Waste Treatment and Utilization revised 

EE . 	3704 	Continuous and Discrete Systems 	 new 

EE 	4364 	Alternate Energy Systems 	 revised 

F1W 	2324 	Wildlife Field Biology 	 new 

WOOD 4714 	Wood Performance in Construction 	 new 

• Courses Approved for Fail 1998 

EE 	3614 	Introduction to Communication Systems 	 new 

1DST 	3114 	Topics in Interdisciplinary Perspectives 	 new 

• Checksheets, Options and Concentrations 

Real Estate Concentration Checksheet, Graduating Class of 1998 

Business Education Checksheets, Major, Graduating Class of 1999 

Regular Option 



V-22 Option 

Family and Consumer Sciences Education Checksheet, Major, Graduating Class of 1999 

Marketing Education Checksheets, Major, Graduating Class of 1999 

Regular Option 
V-22 Option 

Vocational, Industrial and Health Occupations Education Checksheet, Major, Graduating Class 

of 1999 

• Other Actions 

Program name change to Family and Consumer Sciences Education from Home Economics 
Education, Effective for students enrolled in program Spring 1997 and after (major designator to 

remain HEED) 

Revised Academic Eligibility Schedule for Agricultural Technology Program, Effective for 
students entering Fall 1997 

Endorsement of Five Year Early Childhood/Elementary Education Teacher Preparation 
Program, Effective Fall 1997 

• Courses to be deleted 

BC 	4005 	Construction Practice 
HORT 4204 	Public Gardens Maintenance 
WOOD 3154 	Microcomputer Applications in Forest Products 

• Reports from Standing Committees 

University Core Curriculum 

Dr. John Fulton presented the April 9, 1997 minutes for acceptance. Motion was made and 
seconded to accept the minutes as presented. The motion carried. He also presented the April 9, 
1997 report for approval. Motion was made and seconded to approved the report as presented. 

The motion carried. 

University Athletic Committee 

Dr. Norrine Bailey Spencer presented the March 11, 1997 minutes for acceptance. Motion was 
made and seconded to accept the minutes as presented. The motion carried. Norrine noted that 
invitations would be mailed to the Associate/Assistant Deans requesting their participation in a 
conference to be held on June 16 in regard to the academic success of student athletes. 

University Library Committee 



Susan Anew presented the March 18, 1997 minutes for acceptance. Motion was made and 
seconded to accept the minutes as presented. The motion carried. It was noted the resolution on 
recall items would be presented at the next University Council meeting. 

• Committee Assignments 

Wanda Hankins Dean reported that some "housekeeping" tasks need to be completed in regard to 
committee assignments. She noted the Committee on Academic Policies, as CUSP sub-
committee, is due several new members which include a faculty representative from Human 
Resources and Education, two Provost appointees, one of whom will be the Associate Provost for 
Undergraduate Programs, two Associate/Assistant Deans designated by the Academic 
Roundtable and two student representatives designated by the Committee on Undergraduate 
Curricula. Wanda added the Committee on Academic Support requires one designee from the 
Council of Deans, one faculty appointee each from the Human Resources and Education and 
Forestry and Wildlife Resources, and two Provost designees. She added that as a standing 
committee, this information would be provided by Bobbi Lowe, Wanda also suggested the 
Commission request the Honor System Review Board present a progress report next year. 

• Envisioning the Future: A Progress Report 

Dr. John Fulton reported that the Board of Visitors requested a progress report on the 
Implementation Plan of the University Strategic Plan. He stated the report is the beginning of the 
implementation process and is intended to provide direction. John added that Provost Meszaros 
would be holding open forums on April 30 and May 8 in regard to the report. He added the 
implementation plan is to be presented to the Board of Visitors at their August meeting. During a 
short discussion it was noted that 1) disparity of resources, including human resources, between 
Virginia Tech and the benchmark institution were an issue for departments dealing with continuing 
budgetary constraints and 2) emphasis on technology must be coupled with responsiveness to 
infrastructure needs: costs for use of technology and technical support for software and equipment 

Use. 

• Other Business 

Dr. John _Seiler distributed a memo which specified the meeting dates and times of both CUC and 
CUSP for next year. he indicated this is to assist those colleges in electing representatives who 
will be able to attend the regularly scheduled meetings. 

Wanda Hankins Dean suggested the minutes of today's meeting be distributed and voted upon 
electronically so they may be sent to University Council for approval at their May 5 meeting. The 
membership agreed to the suggestion and it was noted the absence of comment would signify an 
affirmative vote. The minutes will be distributed electronically on Tuesday, April 29 with responses 
due by Thursday, May 1. 

Wanda also expressed he appreciation to John Seiler for his leadership and willingness to learn 
about the governance system during his tenure. John then passed on the "gavel" to Cosby Steele 
Rogers, who will chair the commission next year. 

It was announced that Dr. Paul Knox would be serving as Interim Dean for the College of 
Architecture and Urban Studies beginning July 1. 



• The meeting was adjourned at 4:01 p.m. 

Respectfully subrn 

Steven Wilson 
Assistant to the University Registrar 


