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ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

I. Leadership
A. Organizationa) Leadership

The following organized groups in Dinwiddis County help

in planning county-wide and commnity activities for their
respective groups: The County Agricultural Advisory Board,
County Home Demonstration Club Committee, County l~H

Council and the County l=H Leaders Orgamiszation,

Contributions of Local Leaders

These leaders helped to plan and carry out the overall exten-
sion program for the county. They also help in carrying
information to others in theis respective communities or

neighborhoods.

Leader Training
Leader training meetings were conducted by specialists,

district agents, farm and home agents and others, to

acquaint these leaders with their duties and responsibilities,

General Appraisal of Leadership in the County

These leaders have helped to stremgthem the overall extension
program by assisting with planning and earrying out the
program, There is still a need for more leaders and better
trained leaders in the county in order to help expand the

county extension program.
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I1. Report On Project &rvas

A. Agronomy - Tobacco Production

B. Tobacco is the leading cash crop produced im Dinwiddie County.
A number of tobacco growers, especially those with small acreage,
are not handling their tobacco production program is such a way
as to get the maximum results per acre, This resulted im this

program receiving major emphasis during the year.

Objectives
The objectives with tobacco production wers to increase the
yield per acre and the price per pound and thereby increase

the farm income,

Methods and Results

In trying to reach the objectives that were set-up in commection
with this project, various activities were conducted. Methods
used included such things as taking soil samples and selecting
the best type of solls for tobacco, A list of recommended
varieties of tobacco was sent to every tobacco grower in the
county. Demonstrations and field meetings were held om contrall-
ing diseases and insects in the plant bed and in the field,

Sucker control methods were discussed snd d trated. De

strations an handling and preparing tobacco for market were
conducted with the aid of a tobacco specialist,

Contacts and surveys were made in order to find cut the
effect the foregoing activities had., In mamy instances, it
was found, tobacco growers improved their production by

carrying out more improved recommended practices, This was
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especially true in the case of preparing and handling tobacco for

market, More tobacco producers gained kmowledge and know how

during the demonstrations and they were sble to put this knowledge

and know how to work inm preparing their tobacco for market. This
resulted inm more tobacco growers doing a better job of meeting
the market demands and thereby receiving & higher price for their
product,

Resvlt demonstrations were very effective im getting infor-

mation to the farmers in a way that they could uso,
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A. Livestock - Swine Productior

B. Mowe hogs are needed on most of the farms in the county in
order to add a source of supplemental famm income and to
utilize more of the farm potentials, Many of the farmers
have a limited amount of land, labor, capital and acreage
of alloted cash erops. Most of these producers are concerned
about finding other ways to supplement the overall famm
income, There is a ready nearby market for the sale of
market hogs and feeder pigs., These are some of the factors

that led to the placing of major emphasis on this program,

Objective

The objectives with the swine program are to produce more mest
type hogs and pigs and to improve the selection, care, manage-

ment and marketing of these hogs and pigs.

Methods and Fesults

In working toward the objectives of this program, meetings
were held to discuss and plan a hog production program for
the farm, After the group meetings were held, individual
planning took place with interested persons in order to see
how this program would fit into their overall production.

How to become fimiliar with and to recognize meat type
hoge and pige involved the use of wvisual aids, visits to
livestock markets and farms to see Shis type of animal, This
stimlated more hog prodvcers to seleet better type amimals
for breeding purpeses in order to improve the sales and income

from the animals that were sold. This resulted im more feeder
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feeder pig sales this year

and more pigs purchased at these sales by farwers in the county.

The h-H Club market hog project that is being carried

~H club members and the show and sale held im commec-
tion with this project stimulated more interest in hog pro-
duction, not only among L-F club members but adults also, than
any esingle activity, This project serves as & good teaching
aid im the hog production program.

The swine production project fite into a diversified

farm program which is needed on many famrms im the county,
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Pumishing

phase of work included the following topice: "Selection and

of Rugs" and "Selection and care of other Floor Coverings."

area received major emphasis during 1962 because homemakers
felt a need for help om these topics. With a great increase im
the number of new homes being built in the county as well as manmyy
new floors, floor coverings and rugs on the market today, home-

makers felt a need for help on the above topics,

Objectives

1. To provide homemakers with knowledge and skills im selecting
and care of rugs,
To provide homemakers with knowledge and skills im selection

and care of floor coverings.

Progress To Date

This phase of work was conducted during the months of October and
November 1962, The demonstrations om "Selection and Care of Rugs"
was given by leaders and "Selection and Care of Floor Coverings"

y the home agent,

Methods Used

Leader training meetings, house fumishing specialist, sudio-visual

aids, exhibits, samples, bulletins, group meetings and question
and angwer periods were used,

We believe that homemakers have a better knowledge of
various types of rugs and other floor coverings found on the

market today and points to look for whem selecting each, They
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should purchase rugs and floor coverings from reliable dealers im

their community, They should read and fellow directions on waxes,

floor and rug cleaners before using. They should plan wisely before

buying as these itemstaké & large-slice ofit'of the Famdly badget,
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A¢ Clothing Adul t

B. This phase of work included the following topices: "Wardrobe
Building” and "Lines, Colors and Designs" for various figure
types. This area received major emphasis during 1962 because
homemakers felt a need for help im plamning a wardrobe which
would include what was on hand as well as clothing articles

which would be purchased and made in the future,

- Bjective
l, To provide homemakers with skills and knowledge in wardrobe
building.
2. To provide homemakers with skills and knowledge in selecting

becoming lines, colors and designs for each figure type.

Progress to Date

This phase of work was conducted during the months of May thru
September. The clothing leaders gave demonstrations or lead
discussions during the months of May and June and the home

agent gave the demonstrations im July and September,

Nethods Used
Specialist, leader traiming, method and result demonstrationms,
group meetings, bulletins, visual aids, 1llustrative materials,

exhibite and discussions were methods used with this project,

Fesults

This is one of our long-time goals with various phases of the
clothing project being taken each ysar, We believe that the
homemakers have become aware of the meed for plamning before

buying, that the selection of becoming lines, cclors, and




designs can improve our appearence, that the homemakers realize

in order to have an outfit for various occasions, planning is

essential,
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B. Major emphasis was placed on this phase of work because not enough
L=F club members are enrclling in and completing the Sweet Potato
project. In most cases the size of the project is too small, There
is a demand for more good quality sweet potatoes in this area; there-
fore, a market is available, Some of the idle land that is adapted

to sweet potato production could be put to good use with this project.

Objectives

To get more L~F club members to enrcll in and complete their projects,
to exhibit and sell more good quality sweet potatoes at the District

b~H Sweet Potato Show and Sale and also on other markets,

Nethods and Mesults
The securing of good seeds and pl.nts was one of the major activities
in working toward the desired goals. Production, management and care
along with field grading and storage demonstrations were carried out
in comnection with all of the sweet potato production projects,
Proper grading, curing and exhibiting of sweet potatoes from these
projects resulted in a domand for more good quality potatoces om more
markets than in previocus years, This indicates that there is a ready
market for sweet potatoes handeled this way and room for expansion
along this line,
Three L=H club members from the county participated in the
Seventh anmual L4-H Club Sweet Potato Show aml Sale which was held
im Richmond on December 5, 1962, They exhibited nine bushels of

quality sweet potatoes and won ten silver dallars im prizes,
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General Appraisal

In attempting to evaluate the extension program in Dinwiddie
County during the past year, the facts pointed out that there is
a need for more effective leaders and a stronger leadership pro-
gram in order to reach more people with the overall program. It
was also noted that more people are progressing along various
lines and this is due in a large way to the participation im
projects and activities that stress improved recommendations

and practices that are put to work on the farms and iniRhe

homes, The diversification is helping to solve some of the

prebjiems that confront the pecple. In gemeral the program seems

to be moving in the right direction,
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