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Four older A4-H members attended the 4~H lLeadership Camp

at Virginia Beach and received training in leadership activities,

ounty Fair was the most successful one
f the event., Ffour-H and adult partic-
»st. level of both numbers and quality.
ounty i n " worked closely with the Clarke County
uritan Club which each year sponsors this event,
AGNIFICANT ACCOMPL
The most significant accomplishments of the county Extension
program during 1961 were as follows:
pment i recomendation designed to prevent
This should reduce losses and add
the beefl cattle producers of the county
irough a very fine cooperative effort on the

part the participating veterinarians and local
farmers,

The county wool pool was another successful example of
what farmers can acco overcome problems in marketing

by pulling togethe ur local producers were part of a program

which netted Virginia sheepmen more for their wool than those of

any other nearby stat In fact, it may represent the best job

of selling done in the entire country.
The initation of action to begin a soil survey for Clarke
unty is another forward step, While this has not yet been

tion begun is year and the interest that has

achieved, the ac

aroused should lead to a soil survey which will be of great value

anheaad.
10




members in Clarke County, In 1961 county L~H members exhibited
ers at the winchester and Middleburg shows and also had

a successful show d sale at the Clarke County Fair . Conrad

Devers of White Post had the champion steer at the Winchester Show

which was bought by Safeway Stores.

Five boys exhibited steers and a heifer at the Eastern

vational Livestock Show at Timonium,Maryland in November. There,

they stood in the half of the classes to make a creditable
showlng against . y competition,
ther popular estock projects include the Sears Pig
ain Project, the sheep flock project and & new project, the
horse and pony project,
Six boys attended 4~H Short “ourse at VPl in Blacksburg in
f these, lDanny Mcintire was selected for membership in
the k=H All=Star Chapter. UDanny and Uonald Brill received i~}
cholorships which they are now using to attend V.P.l. Conrad
Devers placed second in the State 4~H Judging Contest amd was
selected to be a member of tLhe state 4=l Livestock Judging Team,
ince that tim: Conrad has judged with the team at the Atlantie
xposition, the Fennsylvania lLivestock Zxposition where he
was the high scoring individual and the Sastern National Livestock
Show. +‘he Virginia team has placed first at both the Pennsylvania
and & tern National “ontests and will also compete in Chicago
in late November in the National Lontest,
Thirty boys and girls attended 4~ll camp at Powell's fort
Valley 4-H Camp and received training in handicrafts, swimming,

forestry, recreation and livestock husbandry.




ction programs centered around the
the ration,
supervisors in visiting dairy herds
Lension program. These visits were
ncerned with recommendations to farmers to feed more grain

to high producing cows in line with DHIA and EDPM recommendations.

supervised by the county agent
nd there are five s in the county in which boys are
enrolled. These ibs meet monthly. There are L9 boys enrolled

this year and they are carrying 6l projects. There are ten adult

leaders and three junior leaders assisting with one or more phases

of the club program in 1961, Projects were completed by L5 members,
A total of 56 projects were completed satisfactorily by members.

ounty u is made up of the officers of the 4L-H

ounty. : L lans county-wide activities such
hievement FProgram and National 4<H Week observance.
aining meeting each fall so that new
better prepared t arry out their dutles.

Adult leaders serve as a 4=l advisory committee and meet
direct the L-H program ihey met twice in 1961 to
work in the county. is year the county council
roadside clean-up campaign and gathered up several tons

trash and debris that had J rown along county roads, This
as displayed on a vacant lot ir rrryville to call the public's
attention t« his problem,

Livestock projects are the most popular projects with 4=H




per pound higher than could have been obtained otherwise,

This year more feeder calves were sold from Clarke County

than in any previous year, This was accomplished in five state-

graded calf and yearling sales, The county agent assisted with

each of these sales and helped and advised farmers in the selection
and preparation for marketing. Considerable assistance was also
management suggestions designed to lincrease
beef operations, For instance, farmers with
sufficient feed were urged to feed out calves to heavier weights
fore selling. n most cases this proved to be profitable.
Assistance to farmers getting started in feeder pig produc-
tion, timely mail reminders on parasite control for cattle,sheep
and hogs and assistance in the selection of breeding stock were
sther activities in the livestock field.
Uairy Froduction
The dairy committee designated dairy record keeping and
mastitis control as major areas of work for 196l. Three new herds
have been garolled in DHIA and one in Weigh-A-Day-A-Month during
the past year, The local DUHIA held it's annual meeting in February
with an accompanying educational meeting and dairy feeding and
dairy record keeping. In June and July representatives of compamies
manufacturing milking machines presented programs on the correct
peration of their machine In August, a program on dairy feed-
ing was presented. nthly mastitis control circulars were sent
to each dairy farmer in th nty, five dairymen or prospective
were given assistance in the planning of buildings

for their dairy operatior A number of dairy farmers were assisted




[fice distributed spray bulletins, ine

timely material to fruit growers
Orticulture lLepartment,
r accomplishment in livestock work was the develop=
ommendation designed Lo prevent grass tetany in the
w herds recommendation was developed
ugh the cooperatior local farmers and veterinarians and
V.P.l. Biochemistry Department. Monthly blood serum and feed
ples were collected and analysed and several supplemental sources
investigated over a period u-rzvurqu’, two Years, At
was concluded that the free-choice feeding

f a mixture of half dolomite limestone containing

roximately LOZ magnesium carbonate would effectively prevent

hare of the gras x losses which had occurred in
years. This recommendation was then prepared and dis-
veterinarians, farmers and feed suppliers and will be
reneral use in Clarke County this winter. It should
reduction in losses from this condition
100 cows lgst per year,
A second accomplishment in the livestock field was the
1l pool organized and conducted by the farmers of
producers this year teamed up with nearby
ined the Valley-Northern Virginia Wool Marketing

f this marketing effort they were able

to market over 50 i wool at a price at least 24 cents




Five farmers were assist location of trench silos. This

resulted in t feeding of {lage on these fams for the first

ime .
ther activities in the agronomy field included more than
recommendations sent to all

summer grazing crops furnished dairy-

numerous phone calls fice visits and farm visits on

and

the direction of obtaining a soil

county. is azent worked closely with the board

Supervisors in Furnishing them information about the survey

and how they were obtained. so a number of county groups and

ntacte informed of the value of a soil survey

acted,

rganizations were C

i to support and participate in the effort

and invited

@unty.

proportion of county income but the

hpple production is mainly in the
who get technical assistance on
xperiment Station and tension
Fruit Research Laboratory in Winchester,
agent's role has been one of assistance
for fruit growers and their

workers. irowers were kept informed of the monthly twilight meet-

th mmer months and also were invited to partic—

held during the

the Fruit Grower: hool held in Winchester in March.




control of weeds, principally
As a result of the
ver a period of several years,
2,4=D to control thistles in
handbook, As a result 73
wore than 3000 acres and an
number made aj ations on their own totaling an
land treated. This agent visited
in the ACPF program as well as
ach farmer was given assistance
ffective means of conmtrolling thistles
ture, £ f y program, it is felt that much
improvement in pasture ctivity resulted and for the first time
in many years something was done check the spread of thistles
more and more acres of permanent bluegrass pastures,
rn production ane rn silage production received emphasis
through four demonstration g s 8 p with the aid of the Flant
al fertilizer dealers, Hecommended fertil-
il test needs, thicker planting, and the use of

weed control were demonstrated. These demonstrations

were visited times during the summer by tours and pictures

and summaries ) results are being prepared for newspaper
publication. ut fifty acres of corn received atrazine for weed
control this year, is expected that this practice will increase
substantially in 1962, The increased emphasis on corn silage was

carried out through news articles, farm visits and other contacts,




and suggestions, 1‘he following ymittees were active in planning
the 1961 program. They were: dairy, wool, agronomy, livestock,

horticulture and 4~H,

'HE AGRICULT

Agronomy
The agronomy committee has stressed the importance of in-
sased production of high quality livestock feed and forage as
major long~time agronomy goal for Clarke County. The long-time
tive is to increase feed production to the point that one
animal unit can b »d for one year on three acres of land by 1965.
t the present time a ) acres are required,
lfalfa, pastures and rn silage production were selected
to recelve major amphasis in 1704,
Alfalfa acreage in Clarke Lounty exceeds LOOO acres. Exten~
jon activities in 1961 were directed at controlling the alfalfa
weevil, adequately fertilizing alfalfa, cutting at the right time
for highest quality and good seeding practices. Farmers were
sent two circular letters on available means of controlling the
alfalfa weevil., In addition, fertilizer and chemical dealers were
also kept med of VPl recoomendations during the time when
applied. Four radio broadcasts and eight news-
paper articles on alfalfa weevil control and alfalfa fertilization
were preparesd { presented. irowers were provided with suggestions
harvest through news articles and each fammer
sent informs n establishing new alfalfa stands. In addition

the above mass media activities, there were a nusber of farm

and phone calls devoted to alfalfa and alfalfa




inchester, construction work and retail business and services,
nal work in apple harvesting, packing and processing provide
part-time employment for many county residents,
The latest agricult ] of Clarke County (1959) shows
in the county h an average size of 266 acres., These
types: cash grain ll; fruit 2;
general 11, miscellanecus and
cattle bring in the most income
followed lalirying, sheej » and cash crops. Poultry and
restry are minor source ' farm income,
1961 was a g | for £ s in most respects., Adequate
1, generally well distributed, higher prices for beef cattle,
apple crop, adequate feed production, combined to make this
a successful year on the farm in many ways.
continues t ease and the dollar volume received
milk and dairy jucts double etween 1954 and 1959 to indicate
ot too distant future it appears
and become second only to apples
farmer,

WAS DEVELOFED

program was developed by county commodity

erest con ) working with the county agent, The
functioned within framework of the County Extension
loard., xtension speci from V.P.l. were of great

mmittees ; supplying background information




larke primarily an agricultural county,
Although off~farm employment and suburban development are increas-
ing, the f crops and livestock are still

unty people, W#pples are the most

‘oduced., Livestock production ranks second.

census indicated a slight increase in county

than 8000 resi f Clarke

county is level to gently rolling,

ounty lying between the

This section is more mount-

f the Shenandoah

county are limestone

hough rocky in many instances,

in area, it more produck-

ounties, nis is due to its

f the land area in

and modern farming methods

00 persons,

rep=-
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hing plant near ploy a number of workeres,
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