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Purpose:  

To clarify and outline the administrative responsibility associated with the utilization of waste wood, logs and wood chips, from campus urban forest maintenance and to provide guidance and process to follow in the utilization of waste wood through University partnerships.

Responsible Departments and Units:

· Campus Planning, Infrastructure, & Facilities (CPIF) Urban Forestry

Note: Departments and Units are responsible for identifying individual tasks and responsibilities   within the procedure and assigning them to the appropriate role to complete. 
   	

Procedures:

1. It is the responsibility of the Urban Forest Manager and University Arborist to determine the appropriate disposal or utilization of waste wood from urban forest maintenance operations and approve of those actions as needs arise. Delegation of the responsibility to urban forestry staff, including the Field Arborist shall occur in the absence of the Urban Forest Manager and University Arborist. 

2. Waste wood should be left on site, when deemed appropriate for nutrient recycling and supporting wildlife habitat in natural areas not managed for turf or event planning. The Urban Forest Manager and University Arborist should coordinate with the Grounds Manager to leave or relocate tree trunks and other wood materials to turfed or mulched sites deemed appropriate for demonstration of the nurse log process and wildlife habitat creation.

3. Tree and wood materials resulting from the pruning, treatment, or removal of diseased trees shall be disposed of offsite to prevent infection of other tree assets. 

4. Tree brush should be mechanically chipped for efficient removal offsite and resulting wood chips of mulch quality should be utilized for tree mulching on campus grounds as deemed appropriate by the Grounds Manager. Wood chips of poor quality shall be disposed of offsite and may be used for composting materials at the Virginia Tech Landfill Facility. During emergency situations resulting from extreme weather events, large amounts of waste wood and brush may be disposed of in batches using heavy equipment to facilitate campus cleanup and reduce the disruption of campus activities and services.

5. Waste wood should be used for research and other academic projects at Virginia Tech when such utilization supports educational purposes and when deemed appropriate by the Urban Forest Manger and University Arborist. Requests for campus waste wood materials shall be documented with a work order request for the Arborist shop in HokieServ and all correspondence related to the request shall be uploaded to the work order. These materials shall remain Virginia Tech property until disposal is necessary and any resources resulting from these projects shall be used to support urban forest maintenance operations on Virginia Tech properties. Any and all products resulting from utilization shall be returned to CPIF upon request or upon need for disposal. Partners requesting waste wood for research and academic projects shall coordinate directly with the Urban Forest Manager and University Arborist for necessary permissions and logistic planning. Waste wood shall not be stored at CPIF facilities and transportation of materials shall not burden CPIF operations beyond normal urban forest maintenance work flows.


Definitions:

1. Nurse Log Process - waste wood materials that provide ecological facilitation as they decay, offering seedlings shade, nutrients, water and protection from disease and pathogens, thus supporting forest regeneration.

2. Partners – representatives and institutions at Virginia Tech and other agencies that collaborate on research, projects, and other activities that support educational goals at Virginia Tech.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Waste Wood – Logs, branches, and wood chips resulting from urban forest maintenance operations.

4. Waste Wood Utilization – the purposeful application and use of materials resulting from urban forest maintenance operations that support Virginia Tech’s academic, educational, and environmental goals.
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