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Director Juo. R. Hmtcheson,
Extension Division, V.o I.,
Slscksburg, Virginia.

Dear 8ir;

1 beg leave to submit hsrewith & report of the exteunsionm work camdpoted
by the Department of Horticulture of the Virginia Folytecimic Institute for the ™
yoar ending June 30, 1921.

Zersomnel

The Horticultural Extension staff during the past year has consisjed of
G« S. Ralston, Horticulturist - employed one-third time - F. A. Motz and Temt
Apperson, full time assistants, and Hugh Ross, half time sssistaxt. Nr. 20SS Pe-
signed June 30th to acocept a teaching position in comnection with the work of the
Veteran's Buresu.

Linss of york

The authority for the extension work in horticulture i3 vested inm a general

project or agreement of understanding to the effeot that all activities commected
with the production and marketing of horticultursl products may be included in the
@operative extension work.

genersl work was divided into seversl distinct lines early im the

of the work to facilitate organization end administration.




Orchard Menagessnt - advisory
m Demomstretions
Demonstration Visits ; Fruit Growers' Orgsmnisations

Qlub Work in Tree and Small Fruits 10. -.;l' Potato Produetion and s‘wn.
¢ .

11. Smsll Fruits.

Minor Lines of Work
Rodent Comtrol 4. Home Gardening
Orchard Fertilization 5. Landscape Gardening
°
Establishing Orchards . 6. Information and Inspection Trips

7. Parmers' Schools

While the warious lines of work in sctive progress are distinetly set apart

in the mport, it is obvious that they are -n"c or less Interrelated; some lines

being almost dependent upon others for 1 Por .
uniform greding and packing and wniform control of insects and diseases sre bound up
almbst inseparably with fruit growers' organizations. At the same time, they are
distinet lines and the one only offers a means of facilitating and making more effect-
ive the operatiom of the other.

The division of work listed as major and minor lines unquestionsdly will vary
from year to year, due to 6onditioms, popular demand and to the special training of

the staff which has much to do with the cholce of lines of work during any ome year.
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‘and 3 gemeral articles were writipn. 1 fair exhibit, illustrating the work mnder

this head, was shown.

During the past year & meetings under this line of work were held at the in-
stance of the horticultural specialists with an attendance of 234 people. It should
be understood that these were not the only pecple reached uuuvnn management grchards
are well known throughout the commmity and are viewed and visited from time to time

" by many pecple. In this way, nd by 3e sommmnt o {hi cooperator, the results are
well known and the influence of the work guickly spreads to sdjacent omh-iql.

This 1ine of work is established in 15 counties at the present time. Agents
are located in the majority of these ocounties.

Consideradble leadership is developed dume to this type of works

As mentioned before, the scope of this work 1s lessening rather than broaden-
ing due to the fact that other means of reaching the pecple are more effective.
However, 4 new ;rvhlril have been added this year. This was done in order to meet
specisl conditions-in certain seotions. As & whole the orchards were reduced from 54
in 1919 to 19 in 1.

¢ ¥any of the orchardists in the Jarge fruit growing sections have mod
management directly or indirectly om u: unt of the demomstration orchards.
way & very large srea has been ir nived, although yrobably mot more th
trees are included in the management

Ysnazement - advl

grew up 88 & result
ded in the formerl

thez in ;
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| nd 3 general articles were rithpm. 1 fair esmibit, (llustrating te work wder
Shis head, was shown. ;

During the past year £ meetings under this line of work were held at the in-
stance of the horticultural specialists with an attendance of 234 people. It should
e understood that these were not the only pecple reached since the management grohards
are well known throughout the commmity and are viewed and visited from time to time

" by many people. In this way, and hy i stmimnt. o {hh cooperator, the results are
well known and the influence of the work guickly spreads to adjacent amhn{u_n.

This line of work is established in 15 counties at the present time. Agents
are located in the majority of these counties.

Considerable leadership is developed dms to this type of work:

As mentioned before, the scope of this work is lessening rather than broaden-
ing due to the fact that other means of reaching the pecple are more effective.
However, 4 new ;n)nr:- have been added this year. This was done in order to meet

special conditions-in certain sections. As & whole the orchards were reduced from 54

in 1919 to 19 in 1.

* ¥any of the orchardists in the Asrge fruit growing sections have mod!
o

managerment directly or indirectly om sccount of the demomstration orchards.
way & very large srea has been influenved, althou probabdly not more tha
trees sre included in the management demonstrations.

rehard Msnagement - advisory.

as & resmilt o hard management,
The majority of t rchardists in ed in the  formerly ment

the to ime to work in ;lanning the




srics ccserstag he 5lan of werk for the year oenld
farmingd vithin « ressonable length of tim. This work is developing to a grester
extent as time goes on. The same organization within the College has been estadlished
#s mentioned for orchard management, supervisory; that is, cooperation exists detween
Departments which relate to fruit growing and in the divisions 6f the College in-
terested in agriculture. In comnection with this work there hawe io-‘u special meet-

ings st which one or more agents were present and 106 county conferemces with the

county agent usually present. There have been 18 different confersnces bdetween the

various College workers who are located at the College and interested in this work.

While no lodal organisations have been formed to assist in the development of
this work, plans are frequently discussed before the “n of existing organisations.
The very naturs of the work means that it must be talen uwp with individuals rather than
organisations. In carrying om this work 95 letters of information have deen sent out.
This usually consists of written directions for the year's work or modificstions of

were previcudly given on aocount of certaln changes in comditioms.
including duplications, have been visited in comnection with this
line of work and 25 agents have been visited. It is definmitely kmown that 77 fruit
growers have’ been interested enough in this work ‘to modify their plans of work accard-
ingly. 55 visits have been made to the 19 orchards which sre included in this line of
work.

The acreage involved in this lime of work is comsideradle; the total is mot st
hand but it is probabdle that at least 3,000 acres of orchard are involved: The influ-
ence of this work is growing and the methods are practiced in meny of the adjscent or-
chards. No attempt will. be made to zive the mumber of these since it is impossidle to
determine fully where the grower cbtaimed the imformetiom. It will suffice t

orcharding commonly improves in all the surrounding orehards after this work s well

under way.




were the major lines of k. The comstent followsp was sscessary since the imitial

pruming in most cases wes in mature, the
varfed from one Jear to smother iz order that the tree =igdt de brought into correct

fruitage. = N
he orgmimiies asmesmry te smninst i wesk 35 lamgely effected S K the

County Agents and thromgh Them with such frult crowsrs” smganisstions a5 &F already

established, or with furmes” crganizstions, sueh u e *raers’ Ualon, Pera Suresu,

or with groups of farmmrs. Neetings are frequently Beld st sommty schools where the

farmers and their shilirem atlend the jems. Iz with this work
meetings have Deem Beld wimh ID sgents; 5 meetings hewe beex deld wt the College to
determine "wthods ami § jeclal conferencer hawe Jeex dmif in the ::n:o with orgsnise-
tions. 4ilsc 5 msetings dawe beexn held iz the State with sommittees gypointed by the
fruit growers for this jugoss. IV Jetters of Infermmsiom, 1 c!ml.;lr letter, 4 press
articles sad 1 peneeal artizie hawe bess writtan In mgerd o the ;I;Lm; work. Visits
were made to 34 agemts sad %o 55 coumties - this Inclules Sxplisstion. 683 farsers'
meetings or descmstrwtisms were held which were sttemded Yy 1,543 pecple. No sttempt
will be made to tell e munber of trees that wers pruned or sumber of orchards in
which pruning took plsse. It is, also, impossiole So state how wide an ares was in-

fluenced by these =athods. It is safe %o say, howewer, thm: the sversge pruning in

Virginia has imp er:lly In the last fiwe yeacs. Duck of this is due to the

work he Hortic Tivision trvugh: the hertimiiizval specialists and County

1t has
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is made to give the matter immpdiate attention. TUnder, the generel plan of procedure

thess special calls for work are listed as they are received and when a trip is plammed
: This pre-

all specisl requests coming from the section visited receive nn;na.

vents duplication of travel and loss of time. _‘x
The demomstration visits are generdlly listed under the specisl type of work

in which they naturally fsll, such @s pruning, rodent control, disease comtrel, ete.,

and need no further special memtiom. This type of work has proven most popular and

effective and it has spread the influence of the extension work over & large ares.

Llud York in Horticulture.
The Norticultural Department gave persomal assistance in boys' snd girls®

elubs this year for the first time. Heretofore, written advice regarding vegetabdle

growing, vegetable exhidits, ete., made up the work in this line.

The work was not undertaken on s large scale snd the almost total loss of

fruit further 1jmited the scope of the work for this year.

The working organizdtionm is largely built uwp in comnsction with the clubd leaders

2 the State and the County Agests. Small fruits and a lesser musber of tree fruil
1
included in the work. Since the
ises mot require the assistznce t 1s

is 2losely related to sewersl other

11isense




Ribits and Judging of vegetadle exhibits and a clud record book was Nhru‘

the year. L =

Ansect and Disease Comirod.
This is sne of the n:ﬂ important lines of work under charge of the horticul-

turists. Unfortunately, the State hes becoms bdadly infested with injurious jarssites
and the production of high grade products is impossible mmless control masures are
carefully precticed. This condition has been n‘;-nud by the uzmﬁnhu of spple
scad into what has heretofore deen almost sn immme district, to the developsent of
& third brood of codlin-moth, or perhays to & long emergence period of the secomd
brood, where only two have been kmown uwp to Ln_t yesr, and to the gemeral prevalence
of cedar rust over large areas. L ndh

Close cooperation is mmintained between the Departzsnts of Entcemology, sth-
ology axd Horticulture. The Department of Chemistry has given some velusble assistence
in this work. Duve to the prevailing conditions, the Department of Iatomology has
located two men to study the esomomic insects of tree fruits in different sections
of the State. This was brou#ht sbout throuzh the requests of fruit growers' on
tions as influenced by local leaders and others who sre in close tov
cultural specialists.

The work along this line is carried onw
through all sorts of farmers®: orgsni:ations, bt more particmlarly

orgm izations, as the Vi a State Hortjoultursl Soci
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ﬂU’A“‘. and at 51 conferences inm the State. l-nhphwl-m‘u‘-

T eoutive of fruit s Yo special organizstions have

been effected to assist in this work, although the P‘nﬂnﬂak Comnty Pruit drowers' 5
organization was pri-rily effected to provide mesas of somtrolling o:ollr rest.

~ Consideradle inspection work has deen done in order to Meteraing effects of
various trestments on disease Bﬂ‘ﬂl’:. to learn ;nvunn; and virulemce of sertain
disesmes, efficiency of labor, ete. This is necesssry in order that information

given out for the mucceeding year will be effective.

243 letters of informmtion have doen sent out relsative to insect and disease

control. In this comnection 1 circular letter, 9 press articles and Z bulletins have
Been 'rh‘l'n- The bulletins in question desl with insects and diseases Of the garden
and orchard and their control and & uxaocnkh’d\r,m calendar which is issved in
connection with the State Horticultural Society.

11 msetings attended by 725 people have been held; 23 egents were wisited; <
spray demounstrations attended by 35 pecple n’n given; 87 orchords were visited: and
29 counties wers personally resched. It is probable that at lesst 35 orchards vere
under the specislsmnagement of the extension work in ® far &3 spray trestmest is
concerned. Results of this work are ‘felt in at least 757 of the commercisl oreharis
of the State and also in many home orchards. The ocondit

barrels of apples is affected in greater or lesser degree by

tural exhibits are held from tizme to time aceomding to the zeed of

arousing further imterest in any line of work. This !s cne effective means of in-

eressing interest slong some desired lime.




u—n-._ This work the past )-:rjhl been 1imited to State Pair unnu. State

lortlnlnm ing, and in jutting W various nlr -ﬂhu-

which were both m-ﬂvl and competitive in nmature. It is the opinion of the Depart-
ment that such work should de incressed at the County Fairs, that it should be largely
educative and that the feults in competitive exhibits Thould be pointed out to the
exhidbitors. However, the State Pair and the Hortiomltural Society meeting offer ex-
cellent opportunities for construetive work, particularly when any new line of

especial importance is introduced.

Sxsding snd Packing.

One of the greatest needs of Virginia horticulture is a more uniform end higher
standaxd of creding and packi This work has been going om for years and unguestion-
ably the standard of excellence i1s lmproving. At the same tise, It varies from jyear
to year according to conditions and demand for the fruit. In other words, it 1s not

L Im((_cﬂl- Probably waniform greding and packing cammot be attained without close

cooperative effort of the largest percentage of the fruit growers and the success of

preding and packing is also dependemt wpon egomomic, good prodmotion. Al s seeus

%0 be bopnd up closely with the formetion of fruit growers' orgsmizations and coopers-

acking. The need of vork is becoming more imperstive as keener




ived some 8 oountles were lomunv-ﬂ.-tw

were visited. 2 special lectures with an attendance of 80 were slso givem. It is
impossible to “tell how wide an infiuence wes exerted by thess mesns. Unquestionsdly,

unu.nhh nnln were effected, but at the same time the requests for siecisl

methods of greding end pecking from the buyers, the extremely low grede profuction in

the case of ayples and other factors have temded to. 1imit the smccess of the work. At

the same time, the sentiment of the fruit growers is leading towards better methods.
The work will proceed faster as the sentiment dewélops: It womld not be suryrising
if definite steps leading to standardized grede and pack might be taken during the

next year.

Zruit Geowers' Orsmpizations.

rhaps no other factor in getting results is as important as the organization
of the producers who are interested in & certain line of work. If the organisation is
promoted along the *ight lines, mn’ is organized on the industry vather then on ax
individnsl, there is sn excellent opportunity to develop jermensnt work. Sy this reans

the producer himself takes an active interest in the formation and suoccess of the work

under way. Unquestionably, all operstions comnected with yroduction would be mmch more

effective were they taken develoyment by an organization rather than

being urged uwpon indi 1s who } 20t given the matter thorough study. At the sase
time, there would be a meighborhood resyonsibility for the work that is not

commni selves have not helyed to build wy the worke

be reached w

in mind, they are seeking




i offective umn:'-nm.
——~— 7t urea Involved may include -'thlv; a cownty, a district, or it may v

mﬁﬂ‘bhlohrulh"p-nlpmh The county has proves an
~effective working unit %0 far. This s jerhaps due to the fact tist the problems of

one individual of the county are Jommonly the problems of neighboring growers and for
this reason there is rmch common interest. :

Up t0 the present tiu the horticulturists have made ho endesavor to yut- in sell-
ing organizations, althoug) they are im favor of this movement and will give all
eofforts to help complete such & movement provided it meets with the approval of the
grovers who are needed to make the omr;munn a suoccess nd if_the working jplans
have reached the point that they give promise of success.

6 meetings have bdeen held with agents to consider such organizations. 11 con-
forences have been held with the College mexn. 43 conferences have deen held with

~fruit growsrs and 3 mestings with committess appointed to work out plams of organize-
tion. 22 letters of information have been written and also 2 press articles.

1 county organization and 1 local organization have been l:om-d th-_ st yohr -
sasely, the Amberst Gownty Prult Growers' Exchange snd the Saled Divisien of the Roanoke
Valley Pruit Growers' Association. 10 agente and 15 counties have been visited. Pro-
badly 70 fruit growers sre included in the two orgenim ‘

In ad4%Ln to this, existing organisations were ziven 8ll possible assistance.

14 farmers’' meetinis were held and 500 people addressed.
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State. This 17t & larie ares of the State without special help in sdvameing the
_profuction methods eni care of the-115es of horticulture 1nveIved in this larce terri-

1a the Degimning the situadion was studied ‘sarefully and it seemed that sseis-
tance in sweet potato production and storage would be the most promising field for
extension work in truck crops. Virginis produces s large guantity of comfffeially sold
sweet potatoes. The majority of these are sold in the green state at or soom after
the harvest season. Unless good market comnections are formed, the growers are lisble
to sell their potatoes without amy particular finsncial profit. If the potatoes are
stored in the ordinary -3 and held until a higher priced market season, a great loss
is commonly suffered due to lou frc- wvarious diseases and poor storage conditioms.
Out of the ammal production P approximately 5,000,000 tushels nuru 2,500,000 were
lost by poor methods of productiom and uom in the season 19&0—“- These factors
and poor stands due to diseased seed stock have tended to limit U commercial pro-
duetion largely to the W}:oruu districts under organized methods of
marketing with a smaller industry grouped about the larger eastern cities.

In addition to better ;mm;uon and storsge where the industry is established,
it 1s proposed to urge increased production of high grade potutoes in ti
sdapted to this purpose on the mainland of the State. The work necessari
seed selection, seed treatme seed bed treatzent to liz

on of the yroper varisties, the introduction of




farners' orgenizetions: This work was Segun ix late winter with the assis-
tance of the County Agents, the.Norfolk Truck Experiment. Station and the patholosists
and entomolocists of the Agricultursl College. Much hely was given in this werk by
Frofessor 2. 0. Johnson of the Norfolk Tmok Exjerisent Station and his adssaiates.
This work met with the approval 0F the sweet potato growers and other pecple commected
with the industry. The bankers in the sweet jotato‘commmitiss are gmeh interested
f5 the woik sad Eive promise of material assistance in developing this work.

Unfortunately, & great majority of the sweet potato growers were not in g
emdition to incur any consideredle financial outlay. In spite of this fact the work
has made considersble progress, in fact has developed into ome of the most pogular

1ines of effort, and mich has been done in seed selection, seed treatment, etc.,

and in undertaking the production of certified seed.

This line of work was discussed before & general meeting of the C':mt;, Ageuts
and later 18 -Hf‘.’.nnt meetings were held at ome time or another with agents in the
sweet potato districts. Comnferences with growers were also held at various times;
24 in all during the year. As the work developed, 5 committee meetings were held

the State to discuss organization plans, building plams, etc. 6 letters of &

tion and 7 prews articles were sent out. These felated largely to methods of select-

ing seed, tréating the seed, methods of cultivation and storage. Onme orgsnisatioc

was formed for cooberative storage and 2 others are in formation with every yrospect

of ultimate success. 2 new houses have been built and 5 or 6 houses have been re-
111 be under the persomal s fon qf the Extension
season. Coms

been uecessary

w lack




with this 83 farmers were included in the work thas received

personal sttention this year. 65 scres have been grown largely under the wmper-
vision of the Extension Division. Many pecple were reached through COrresponlence..
An orgsnization at Waverly, which was ‘Wrmed for production and storase of jotatoes,

contemplates the growing of certified seed and slips the coming yesr. They have

decided to 8dd an additionsl storsge duilding to hold the seed potatoes.
ortant
This degitning is prodably & small, even cu-;?:up. a8 Nre A+ Go Smith,

who will take charge of the trucking work in full begimning with Jamary 192, has
alrealy formlated plans leading to somprohensive seed certification work im the
Btate under competent authorities. At the save time, the work done at Waverly gives
& central point from which good seed may bde obtained and it shows that the growers
themselves aypreciate the importance of this work. The necessity of work in seed
certification was discovered through inspection of potato seed beds last syring
and inspection through the summer of fields im which diseased seed were used to
produce the crop. The growers thoroughly sppreciate the importance of selection of
disease-free seed.

There should be no difficulty in developing this line of work into ome of
great monetary vilue to the people of the State. The general proposition
produce high quality potatoes that may be stored mnd sold at the seamn of
prices. It also affords the opportunity of buildirng mp & = 0ney cro
sections that now rely largely on totmecco for & momey eroy. This line of
progressed to ouy utmost satisfaction. Alresdy tiere is'talk in two counties of

butlding wg 7 Industry of fancy:quality products sold under & brend name.
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State. To sttain this ideal, the selection of proper varieties, proper plamting

26tRods Gu1 oare of the plentaticn, praper metheds of ploking, grading end irearing
" the fruit for mket and organised methods of mrketing the fruit were oqusidered &
v -ﬁnuv part of the work.

While no sccurate figtres &re at hand by which a definite statpment cam de
made showing the amount o’r small fruit products that are imported, s careful study
indicates that certainly 957 of the small fruit produets sld in Virginia are growm
and preserved in other States. Iuch of this comes from such distant points as
California, Ol";;vn and Vashington. Consequently, the consumer 1s obliged to mot
only pay a profitable price to the producer, but also has to shoulder the dmrden

of long transportation dosts and the profits of seversl middle mem.

The ultimate hopé in this comnection is that Virginis will produce all the

amall fruits apd ssall rn:u products that her people 'iu"aauu-. This necessi- %

tates & larger planting of small fruits on the general farm. It needs the growing

of s=all fruits on a commroial scale in scms sections of the State snd the establish-

ment of commercial preserving comcerns. Tomato camneries with some -‘“,’n: :u.—:e

wonld serve this purpose snd 8t & seasdn when they are not needed in the tomato csm-

ning industry. This would lower the overhead charge sgiinst the tomstc inustry.
Fot only has small fruit production for home and 1

but also the opportunity for commercial productiom to supy

side the State has been cofizidered. A large amount of sesll fruits, j

strewberries, blackberries and raspberries, would find s ready market

fields.of West Virginia and the larger eities to the north and south,




In the somduct of the work, it is

N

\
with the of the County Agents. The home demomstration work

offers an exoellent medium through which girls' club work in smsll frults may be
established. 7Ris sesms to be one of the most promising medns-of drésding the work
at this time, particulsrly for home use.’ The work done in commection ;lth the Agri-
eultural High S&Mll is designed to serve as & demomstration for the commnity.

The interest of the High School students should tend to emcourage locsl plantings
under good mansgement. : i

24 conferences have been held during the year between the workers of the
College to deteruine plans and get them into operstiom. 61 Canf.l“”'l have been
held at various points in the State. 10 l;vr;u' meetings have been held. & meet-
ings have been held with committees at locsl points in the State to consider this
work. Ko locel ogrganizations have beem formed, it prospects are wvery bright fo
the forzation of one or more of -mna; during the coming year:

20 \htur- of informtion; § circular letters; 4 press articles and I general
artiel and 1 bulletin have been written. 1 fair exhidit and 1 poster have been
prepared and used. The results of this work are not particnlarly striking as yet
since 3 great deal of preliminary work had to be done to estadlish the

1t shoul v rstood that smsll fruit
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Llgor Lines.

From time to time the fruit growers of Virginis have suffered severe loss

§iriling of fruit trees by rodemts. The injury has largely beex cemsed by

from
4 certsin smount of inJury takes place e

pine mice, meadow mice and radhits.
Jear with heawy losses periodiscally. It has been the prectice of the horticultur-
$8ts to give demomstrations In mice poisoming snd to give information comcerwing
protection of trees from rabdits. 1

.:m-u.g the past year 7 meetings have been held at the Cdllege to discuss

plans of work, 36 confersmces have been held at warious ,oints in the State -

laFgely with individual fruit growers.
2 letters of information; 2 press articles and 1 dulletin: "Rodeat Comirol

in the Orchard and Treataent of
214 mot come from press wntil late spring.

Injured Trees”, have been written. This dulletin

was not disseminated since B
be sent cut to the fruit growers early this coming winter.
During the past year § demomstrations with an attendance of 535 ;

were made; 5 counties were visited; 38

, and 4 agents were v

few years ago the need of fertilizers, jar

warrstited some careful work im t2




conferences were held largely with individual frult growers at times whem the or-

3 [
chards were visitel or when one of the extension men Mappened to meet with and dle-

"eues orchard problems with the fruit grower. 1 olreular letter was written; 10

farmers' meetings with an of held; 50 & visits were

made, and 15 counties were visited.

ZEsteblishing Orgliards.

It has deen the policy of the Horticultural Department to assist in new de-
velopment .u well as assisting the estadblished hﬂ‘uxr). This relates Bdoth to
commereial and to home orcharding. The latter has of sore conters of late
yoars than®the former, since the development smong the commerecial imterests largely

takes care of itself. 5

The home orchard in many parts of the State has largely dissppeared from the
fam. It is the policy of the Horticultural Department to areste’'s greater interest
in the home orchard and to giwe assistance in caring for it. wWith this I =ind,
‘imétruction is given in regard to the orchard site, selectiom of verieties suitable
fox home use, the proper care of the orchand, ete., &s opportumity permits.
work has pot been cerried om &s & major lime but every effort is used to brin
phase of work before the farmers. This seemed éspecislly desirable stmoe pre
cally all sections of Virgimia are well sdspted to home fruit growing. The
orchard 1s greduslly increasing again in Virginia, the yrogress is slow &ze

»f purchasing spraying equipment end the trouble and laber im

in earing for the fruit ani tiwes properly.




T e
‘emt GHE. 26 demonstration visits have been made in
of the home orchard and 26 countfes have been visited.

Home Jerdening.
Comparatively little work was done in commection with home gardening = ince

the home demonstretion agents have the work well im h-n and the specialists gave
mch attention to it two or three years ago. Certain written directions regard-
ing home ql;dnuuu work has been giwn to the demonstration agents and to iandividuals.
A ®mall amount of work has been dome in commection with .ecntrolunag P l.u the
garden and the storage of vegetables has been considered to some extemt. 4 small
smount of inforsation regarding the handling of elub gardsns snd judging of siub

garden produwts has been dome.

Landscape gardening has not received the attention from the Herticul:z

Department that it merits. The landscape about the old homes of Virginia is &

besutiful thing to observe. The landscape about the aversge modern farm builiing

is usually Jargely lacking 44-landséspe trestment. There seems t0 be & gemersl lsck

of thought or understanding of the value of selecting a home site where the zsiwral

surroundings will, in & large msasure, make the frame for good x';mucu.e worc. any

times the fine native trees are sacrificed when the Wilding operations take ;lace.
There is a oconsideradle interest in this line of work in Virginia, Wt

Department is without adequate means of serving this Interest. The persommel of




" time cooperative work might be done with thows in charge of lendscaye work in tie
Pederel Department. The ultimte hoye 45 Yhet's win oan o LR Mo SIE1 e
at least one-half tim t0 sctual fisld work in landscspe gardening with the farmers
of Virginia. ! 2

This year 6 conferences have deen held at the &11-.;0 in regard to landscape

‘~'ork; 18 have been held st various points throughout the State. & letters of in-
formstion; 1 circular letter sand 1 press article hawe been written. 9 demoss tretion
visits have been made; 11 counties have been visited end specisl work with 1 sgenmt

has been undertaken.

It is sbsolutely essential that the field worker keep in close touchwith
-

conditions in the field in which he is working. This is ecially true since con-

ditions chenge from time to time and the workerd Judgment will be at fault uxless

he knows well the condition in Yegurd to which he is giving advice.

During the past year the orchards of Virginis have become badly dfseesed,
bedly so that it became mecesssry to mske redical chengss in the spray sahe
order tb prepere an efficient schedu 2 study of conditions iz
11f forent f the State hsd %o be made. The majority of
work wss 1 7 the regular course of i woxk , but some

necessary, |




ey St

sge T

3 The members of the Depaitment have not arrsnged any farmers' -6901- x-
oept in commection with pruning. However, the Oounty Agents arrange schools from
time to time in thelr countlles and a representative of the Horticultwral )pl.l"l-
ment is often ssked to give work in these schools. During the past year schools
were attended in three counties by a member of this Department. 2J talks were

given with an sttendance of 2,146 peocple.

liscellaneons Fork.

4 In sddition to the definite lines of work given above, certain sMiscellaneous

work is dome from time to time. An exasple of this may be mentioned in commection
with the tremendous damage done by en ice storm last November in the Valley of
Virginis. Thousands of apple trees were completely broksn down, som of the= having
their trunks split in three or four divisions. Within three days after the damsge
took place, the Hortioultural Department had plammed two OF more tree surgery dem-
onstrations In each of five lel these were tie countles 1;1 wh the dszage
was most sever. The results of this work have been beyond our utmost expectations.
Thousands of acres of orchards were repaired and in the case of trees not older than
many as twelve and fifteen
f wire were
trees. An inspectia
now seem stronger than before the ixjury took ylsoce.
3ridge grafting demonstrations have been

repair damage dome by rodenmts.




© Soms asststence was gives in crap reporting during the pAst Jear. Thiswis
M-mhm‘tnmwmumndm-th
of sppropristion. The Department worked in cooperation with h‘_‘- of Crop
Zatimates. i
A fruit growers' tour was held during the jyear. l’t covered the territory

from Waynesboro, Virginia, Augusts County, through 2 County,

County and ?rod:-r!cx County into Berkley ccﬁq. West Virginia, snd ended in the

-
final meeting at the cooperative packing house at Immwood. The sttendsnce varied

during the three days of the trip, but an average of about 80 pecple made the trip.
Unquestionably, some Wery interesting points were brought out during the triy and
& more common interest was bduilt wp to replace more local interest which will de
uanﬂ?efn to a better development of the fruit growing interests of the State.

In addition to the above, members of the Department mede two trips to other

States where they were invited to talk before large fruit growers' msetings.

Respectfully submitted

G. 3. Ralstem,

3SROC.A Extensiom Hort
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