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III. Type of Agriculture
Povhatan County is one of the small Pledmcat counties of Virginia,
The total area is about 170,000 acres. It is located in the east eentral

part of the state, adjacent to the Costal Plains, The county is bounded on

the north by the James River and on the south by the Appomattax, It adjoins

Chesterfield on the east and Cumberland on the west, The County Court
House is approximately 30 miles west of Richmond., U.8, route No, 60 runs
through the middle of the County running east and west,

Povhatan County was formed from Goochland in 1777 « however this area
wvas setteled as early as 1700, There are some fine farms in the county as
well as some rather large areas vhere the agricultural development is not
so good, The county is altogether rural vith approximately 208 of the total
area in wocdland,

The climate of the county is temperate. The winters are not too severe,
although oseassional snow can be expected from December to April., The summers
are moderately long with hot spells during July and August, Spring and Fall
weather is cool and pleasant, There are usually about 195 daye of growing
season vithout a killing frost, The annual precipitation is 40 inches or
more., This is wvell distributed through out the year, The precipitation falls
mostly in the form of rain, although there are ocoassional heavy sonws
vhich melt rapidly. Damaging storms are infrequent, although the James River
frequently gets out of its banks with considerable damage to those farmers
adjacent to the river, The farm water supily is generally adguate and of
good quelity.

The soil of the county is well adapted to pasture and hay crops., It is
predominately Cecil, Highly developed pastures can be seen in any community
in the county. The #rend, in recent years towerd dairying has been most

noticalle., Poultry and 1ts products also remain an importcnt source of the
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ecountys agricultural ineome, Approximately 65% of all the cash income 1is
from dadry and poultry., Seventy-five per cent of all cash income is from
Dairying, poultry, and livestock. The other 25% &f income is from fleld
erops of vhish tobacco is most !mportant,

Semething over 50% of all the county farmes are classified as being
past time Tarms, They are not large enough to make a living for the ewasr
and his ‘amily. There fore these people supplement their farm vork by
vorking off the farm, Many of the Povhatan residents commute to the Rishwine
area daily., Others find work vithin the county at sav mills, stores, and on
the highwmy.

Brief Deseription of County Organization

The County Board of Agriculture is the over all planning group for
the somnty agent work, This board consist of 25 farmers from all communities
in the county and represent ‘he @ifferent agricultural endeavors, This
board through its committee continues to function in plamning the agricultuwral
program for the cowmty,

Each member of ‘he board serves om the special sommittee represented
by his type of farming operations. There are active committee on each of the
following -

Dairying

Artificial Breeding

General Farming (Agronomy)
Beef Cattle

Pasture Improvement
Forestry
The County Board of Agriculture, as a group, met twice in 1950, Onee

early in the year, vhere the agricultural needs of the county were discussed,

and the 1950 County Agents plan of vork was approved. At the second meeting,

beld late in the year, the board reviewved the acoomplishments, and discussed
definite plans for hoiding = sewies of educational mectings early in the

year of 1950,




The Artifieial Breeding committee has been most active this year, n

Artifieial Preeding Asscciation has been organised, and is nov in operation,

Something over 1200 cows have been entered, and are now being artificially

enseminated with semen from the Virginia Artificial Breeding Assoeiation at
Rocky Mount,

The Agricultural Committee of the County Ruritan Club has assisted the
County Board of Agriculture in its over-all agricultural plamning, This
committes vorked with the county board on & mmber of definite under takings,
The 100 bushel Cora Club was sponsored jointly by these two groupe.

The comittee from the County board of Agriculture assisted the agent
in holding educational meetings vith the assistance of the specialists from
Blacksburg, These meetings were well attended by the farmers of the county,

The subecommittees of the Beard of Agrioulture assisted in setting up
demonstrations, selecting the demonstrators and arranging fur field tours
to such demonstrations,

« Project Activities

A. Agromomy
1, Corn = The 1950 plan of work ealled for twoe complete demonstrations
vith early, late and medimm hybrids., These two demonstrations were set up -
one on the farm of W, V. Palmore & Son at Povhatan and the other on the farm
of R, A, Harris & Son of Clgyville, These demonstrations were cbserved during
the growing season, and the corn ylelds vere actually measured at harvest time,
There is probably more interest in corm in Powhatan County than any
other ome erop., The inoreased use of adapted hytwids is partly responsible
for this interest. Another roason for such county wide interest has been
the 100 Bushel Corn Slub, sponsor-d by the Extension service and the loeal
carn growing contest, under the supervision of the Agricultural Committee
of the dosal Ruritan Club, 1950 has been the fifth consecutive year that

this contest has been carried om in the soumty.




The Agrioultural Agent spent \ wnty days of 1950 working with corn.
The vork wvas carried om in all seven of the communities of the coumty, BEight-
teen voluntary lockl leaders or committeemen assisted with the work with corn,
A hundred and Fifty farmers vere assisted vith obtaining apyroved adapted
hyd ride, Seventy five wvere assisted in the use of fertiliser,

Several tours vere conducted during the growing season, vhish gave the
farmers an opportunity to study the different hybrids growing together and
different types of soil and under different growing conditions, It is be-
lieved that as a result of these demonstrations, the interest im adapted
eorn hybrids vill continue to grow, and that the pergentage of the total
corn average planted wo lybrids will continmue to inerease in 1950, It is
estimated that more than 908 of all corn grown in the county in 1950 was
hybrid,

The County Agent assisted by local leaders - measured eleven fields of

corn, These were fields that were entered in the Ruritan contest, also the

100 bushel corn club, The procedure for measuring the corn (as outlined by
the V,P.I. Agronomy Department) was followed,

2. Pastures

Since the price of fluld milk remains high and the price of beef is
good, our farmers are paying more attention to the development of good
pastures #s a means of producing milk and beef more economically, More milk
is being shipped out of the county than ever before, More and more of owr
smaller farmers are getting into the beef business. This means that the nsed
for sstablishing mew pasturce, and improving old stands is greater than ever
befcre,

The 1950 plan of vork salls for setting wp two demonstrations to show
that good pastures can be established on solils of average or below average
fertility. The plan also called for setting up at least two deronstrations

showing the value of ladino clover and orchard grass, and the amount of




vegetation that can be harwested from these crops vhen grown together under
proper conditions,.

The two ladino clover and orchard grass demonstrations were set wp in
ecooperation with the Plant Pood Institute of North Caroclims and Virgindia,
The %90 demonstrations were set up according to the following plan -

A. BSelected one agre located so that 1t could be easily visited by

the farmers of the county, and seen from the highway,

B. Left a small strip of an untreated area near the treated area for

eomparrison,

C. Soll tested and limed to a ph of 6, 0«65,

D. Used a mixture of orchard grass and ladino clover « 2 lbe, clover,

and 10 oba, orchard grass to the acre,

E. Used 1000 Bbs. of 2 ~ 12 « 12 fertiliser per acre applied to the

treeted area,

These demonstrations vere visited a mmber of times by individual
farsers and vere also samm b the different groups on farm tours,

ladino clover and orchard grass is proving to be outstanding for pasture
in Povhatan County. Approximatley thirty five farmers have seeded some
ladino for the first time this year, This figure added to the one hundred
ané fifty already growing ladine, makes a good per-centage of our vhite
farmears who are getting the benifit of this excellent pasture,

The Agricultural Agent spent forty vorking days of 1950 vith pasture

work, This work was carried on in all seven of the communities, with twenty

five nﬁ-ﬁry local leaders ssisting, Seventy five farmers wvere assisted

in obtaining improved varieties or straine of seed and one hundred and fifty
were assisted in the use of lime for pastures,

B, Poultry

Ten farm flock demonstrations are being earried on unfler the supervision
of the Sounty Extension Agent and the poultry Specialists at V.P.I. A
number of our demonstratérs have been graduated, because it was felt that they
had just about reached prefection in feeding and managing their flocks, Owr

fern flock demonstrators have flocks ranging in mumbers from 100 birds to




several thov mand. Buying of U.8. Approved chicks from Virginia Hatohuries
has been en ouraged by the Agricultural Agent, Proper feeding, housing and
other good management practicies have been stressed,

The County Agent spent sixteen days of the past year working with farm
people on their poultry problems. This work was carried on in all seven of
the Counfy Communities with most of the time being spent im eulling flocks
and visiting flocks, vhere the outbreak of some disease, or the result of

poor management vere causing serious looses,

OMlling demonstrations have been held in each of the communities of the
and

county. These demonstrations have been attended by farm men and vomen,/4-H
Club members, who were vorking on poultry projects. Special emphasis has
been placed on keeping the flocks clogly ohlled, Sinee grain and other
poultry feed remain high, poultrymen have been cautioned to feed and keep
only those birds vhich vill use most economically the feed that is awallable,

The poultry industry 1s of major economic importanee in Povhatan County,
The number of birds Bept on farms have just about doubled in the past ten
years, There are a mmber of large operators producing broilers for the
market, Others are producing egges for the Hatcheries, and still others
produce eggs and birds for the Commercial trade.
€. DPalrying

The dairy industry remains on top, as far as esconomic importance is
ooncerned in Powhatan County. Dairy cattle in large mumbers are still being
bought and brought into the county to supplement our ever inereasing milk
wupply. Several nevw grade A barns have beenm built in 1950 and several more
are now under construction., More income is derived from dairying in Povhatan
County than from any other single farm énterprise. In addition to our grade
A shippers, & number of smaller operators are producing and marketing milk

of a cool grade quality. Most of the milk of this grade is going to large




dairy companies in Norfolk and North Carolina. Practically all of our old
eream shippers are now selling vhole milk,
Vur Dairy Herd Improvement Association, wvhich has been organised, and

in operation for the past four years continues to grow, We now have some=

thing over thirteen hundred cows on test., Thewe cows are in twenty six

defferent herds vith 20 of these herds within the county of Fowhatan, The
ramaining 6 herds are located in the adjoining counties of Cumberland and
Goochland, The Agricultural Agent has used these herds with their records

as demonstration herds in dairy endoavor, The average milk and butter fat
production has increased steadily in these DHIA herdy, demonstrating the
necessity of keeping close records on individual cows, and using these records,
not only in culling the herd, but in the selection of cows from which future
oalves are to be alsed,

The Agrieultural Agent spent sixty two days of 1950 working on some phase
of dairying. The vork was condusted in all seven of these communities,
vith fifteen docal leaders assisting, State Extenfiion vorkers spemt iowr
days on dairy work in the County.

Four farmers were assisted in obtaining pure btred males, Fifteen vere
assisted in obtaining pure btred or high grude females, Seventy five vere
assisted in improving methods of feeding, Fouwr demonstrations on the eontrol
of flies vere given.

The greatest achievement in Dairy Husbandry in Povhatan for the year
of 1950 was the orgaddsation of the Central Artificial Breeding Assceiation
loeated at Powhatan Couwrt House, Seventy five farmers, vith something over
1200 cows make up this association. The actual breeding of cows was begun
in June, In November this yoar more than 100 cows will be artificially ine
semenatod, A young Veterinarian has been employed by this assceiation and

he is devoting his entire time breeding cows for the assmbers as vell as
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rendering other wvaluable Veterinarian service for the members, In the
opinion of the Agricultural Agent this Artifiscial breediag program is one of
the greatest steps forward in the dalry industry., For Povhatan County alome
it is going to mean thousands of dollars in inereased milk production,

Semen from proven bulls is collected each day at the Central stud at
Rocky Mount and shipped to our association, The amsll breeders of our county
therefore have access to bulls far superior to anything they could afford
to own for their exelusive use,

P. ILivestosk

The Agricultural agent spent seventy eight duys in 1950 vorking with
some ferm of livestéek in the county, This includes vork with beef cattle,
svine and sheep. Fortypfive days vere spent with beef cattle, thirty one
with swine and two with sheep,

The beef oatltle program in the county had beem most noteworthy, After
holding several meetings ear'y in the year, the beef comuittee condiuded
that a number of demonstratiors would be timely and worth while, It was

decided that beef cattle had a plage on most of the small farms of the county.

Consequentely a number of the smaller farms vere contacted, and the proposition

discussed, The local banker agreed Lo finace the under taking for a number
of farme vho were unable to do so for themselfes,

As a result of these efforts and through the cooperation of the live-
stock apecialist at Blacksburg arrangements vere made vhereby heifer calves
of one of the beef breeds would be selected and purchesed to bu placed on
the farm of interested demonstratérs. The result was that eight farmers
agreed to cooperate and purchased 73 herford cdlves vhich were delivered in
October 1950, These heifers will be used as foundation stock in establishing
thescoooperators in the beef cattle business., The Agricultural lgeat

assisted each of these cooperators in the selections and purchseof a suitable
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beef bull to be used on these heifers,

A good number of the days spent with swine were spent in Vaceinating
hogs againet hog cholera and other diseases, However a good part of the time
spent by She agent working with swine vas spent with the 4(~H Club boys who
were carrying svine as thelr project, Ten farmers vere assisted in obtaining
pure bred males, Fifteen were assisted in obtaining pure bred or high grade
females, Fifteen were assisted in improving metheds of feeding, and one
hundred and five were assisted in conirolling parasites both internal and
external,

8. Forestry

In 1949 the 4~H Glub boys of the county and the FFA boys in ecoperation
vith the county Ruritan Club ymrchased twenty acres of woodland for a long
time Forestry demonstration, The idea was to apply the proper management
practices euch year to one acre uatil the vhole twenty acres were in growing
desirable tisber. These management practices include

1. Cutting uadesirable trees to be used for fuel wood,

2., Cutting timber that could be used for fence post,

3. Spot planting on any area vhere a full growth is not found,

4. @lean cutting and replanting on the area vhere there is found

nothing but undesirable growth,

The boys vorked diligently this year and really secomplished more than

one years plan oalled for., A road was cleared on one side of the vhole

demonstration, Many of the old undesirable trees vere either balted &

poisoned. In addition to this, many fence post were out and peeled and are
nov drying. These posts will later be treated., This treatmsnt will be in
the form of a demonstration designed to be ebserved by the farmers of the
county vho might be interested in these practices.

Through the cooperation of the Vocatiomal Agriculture Department and the
Soil Conservation District Supervisor, a forestry demonstration was conducted,

Approximately eight-fiwe county people attended and saw demonstrations on She
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folloving practices:
1. Planting seedlings
2, Thinning
3. Polsoalng
4« Glean outilng
5. Wildlife Border
4=l Club Vork
A. 4= Cilub organisation
There are two 4= Clubs in Povhatan County for boys., This yoar forty
five boys vere enrolled, carring forty five projects. Thirty three boys

completed thirty theee projects. Regular meetings of these clubs were held

throught out the year, vith the exeeption of the summer months vhen the boys

were out of sehool. The boys meet separate fram the girls, The County Agent
spent forty one days of 1950 vorking vith some phase of 4~ Club work, This
includes one week spent at 4{~H Club Camp at Jamestown .

The 1950 plan of work outlines the following as the 4= goal for the year,

To enroll as many as sixty boys who will carry satisfactory projects.
To send deligntes to the Short Couse and mumer camp,

To participate in all contests relating to the project carried,

To secure leaders for each of the clube,

To hold regular monthly meetings of each olub,

To hold semi-annual meetinge of the 4~H Couneil,

To assist the 4(-H Club members in raising money for the nev James-
town Camp.

methods to ke used vere as follows)
Have project demonstrations at each meeting partiocipated in by the
elub members,

2. Personal supervision of project work,

3. Have an achievement day program.,

Part of the L<ll goal was reached in 1950, The membership goal was not
reached, None of the 4 boys attended the Short Course, but Povhatan boys
were represented at the suamer camp at Jamestowm,

The boys perticipated in three of the contest offered and the vinners

received medals, These projects included, NMeat animal, Garden, and Dairy,
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€. N, Elam, Jr. von the mednl in Bairying. Royal Palmere von a medal for
his garden Project, and Mayasard Hall won a medal for the Meat animal contest,

The 4=l County Couneil sponsored a squar dance held in the New Community
house in September., This dance was well attended with approximately 430,00
raised for Jamestowun Camp.

Tvo meetings of the County Council were held,
B. Projest Work

The Agricultural Agent supervised forty five ¥Wa earrying forty five
projeeta, Thirty three of these boys completed their projects and turned in

satisfactory record books.

8ix boys were enroll in the Home Garden project, Five of these boys

conpleted their recotds showing a total of two acres in garden, These boys
did ereditable work, and showed s nice return for their efforte, Royall
Palmore, a fourteen year old boy from Belona worked a garden which would have
been & credit to any adult, He won a county prise, and would have been cited
for a higher awvard, but the agent felt that his records were not up to
stantard,

Bight boys were enrolled in a poultry project, Only fowr of these boys
ecompleted, There records envolved 800 birds,

Nine bdoys carried a dairy projeet, vith seven completing., These projects
envolve eleven animals, C, Y, Flam, Fr. had, by far, the ocutstanding ddtyy
project, This is his third year, and his herd now consist of e cows and
three heifer calves, all reglstered Guernseys, His two cows chmpleted a Jr,
2 year old official record with aver 500 pounds of fat each,

Tventy two boys carried the fat pig project, Seventeen of these boys

completed the project and turned in satisfactory reports, Tventy animals

vere envolved,




Ce Achieovements

An achievement program was heldj participated in by the 4« Club members,

The program wvas worked out Yy the Club members and the leaders, with the assbe~

tance of the County Extension Agents, Approximately one hundred members and
their families attended, Reports of the activities of each club wvas given
by the club members, Group singing was led by a 4~ member, accompanted

of the plape by another 4L-H'er, Each club jpesented a skit vhich was ene
Joyed by everyone present,

Production and Marketing Adminstratior

The County Agent served as ex-officio member of the County P.M.A, come
mittes,and attended nine of the committee meetings during the year, The
Extension agent has assumed the responsiblility of all educational work »f the
comnittee in connmection with the P.M.A, program, The agent has assisted in
all projects sponsored bty the P.M,A, such as the pasture program, which wvas
in addition to the regular program,

Through the admimstration of the P,M.A, program, the farmers of Powvhatan
County have earned approximetely %19,000,00 either in money or materials,
Scmething over 3,000 tons of lime, 35 tons of superphospats. and 100 tons of
& balanced feptiliser have been delivered to the farmers in the comty wheo
are cooperating with the Production and Marketing Admimstration,

Soil Conservation

The Agricultwral Agent and the soil conservation Teehnicisn have wvorked
wery closely in 195C, as in other years, Twenty five nev farms plans have
been vorked out (both vhite and colored), This makes a total of 284 since
this ecounty became a part of the Pledmont Soil Conservatior District, Of
this number it 1s estimated thet two hundred are active plans being carried
out by the farmer,

Approximately 400 new aores have been lald out in strips, making a total
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of over two thousand acres in Povhatan that is now being strip eropped.
Through the efforts of the Extension Agent and the Soil Tecknician
upproximately 200 acres were put into erop rotation in 1950, This makes a
total of more than 10,000 now in crop rotation, Over 1000 new asres of
pasture has been seeded in 1950, making a to#al of over six thousand acres
nov in imgwoved pasture, These acres, of course, include only those farms

on which a soll conservation plan has been worked,

Seven new fish ponds have been constructed in 1950, The Extension Agent

and the Soil Teckniclan assisted in the construction of these ponds, Thirty
one ponds were constructed on convervation forms farms plor to 1950, This
makes a total of thirty eight constructed through the efforts of the Soil
Conserwmtion Technician and the County Agent,

The 10th annaversary celebration of the Pledr- at Soil Conservation
Distriet was held in Powhatan County on the farm of Mr, H, V, Palmore.
Approximately 300 farmers attended the celebration and heard an address by
Mr, Parke C, Brinkly, State Commissioner of Agriculture,

Evaluation of Year's Work -« Trends and Development

Evaluation of a year of extension work in one county is not an easy task,
Progress in Agriculture is being made, vidence of this is seen almost
every day m the farms and in the homes of the county people, Fxtension wverkers,
who ‘ive close to the soll are more or less inclined to take a great deal of
the credit for all Agrisultural progress,

In Puohatan this is true, The answers to questions 22 through 32 in
the statistical report shows considerable influemce on the sounty people ly
the Extension Agents,

There were however a nmumber of definite acoomplishments through the

efforte of the extension agent, The Artificial Breeding Assccation Ine, was
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organised and put into operation, This should have a great deal of influence

on the dairy industry in future years,

Definite progress has been made in Forestry vith the purchase of a

twenty acre tract of tember land to be used as a long time Porestry demonstration,

This demonstretion bty the Future Farmers of America and the 4«ll Clubs should

be of some walue 'o a county where practically all marketable timber has been

exhausted,

Increased acreage of Ladino clover and orehard grass is another sign of
real progress,
The impertation @8 over one hundred heifer Herford ealves to be used as

foundation stock is another sign of the general trend toward diversified
farming,




COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS

U. S Department of Agriculture Estension Service
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