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A year-end message from President

Tim Sands

As we wrap up a noteworthy academic year, | want
to take a moment to thank each of you for being
part of a great 2018-2019 Virginia Tech experience.
Your endeavors, achievements, and contributions
to our community made us stronger, individually
and collectively.

To those who are leaving us for the summer, we
hope you have wonderful experiences as well

as some time for rest and reflection, and we

look forward to seeing you in the fall. If you are
graduating this month, we wish you success and
fulfillment in the years ahead and hope you return
frequently, because you will always have a home in
this community.

To those who work year-round to keep Virginia Tech
on the leading edge of education and innovation,
| hope you take time as you are able to celebrate
your accomplishments and recharge your batteries.

We have important work ahead of us as we finalize
a new strategic plan, improve accessibility and
safety for our campus community, and prepare to
accommodate an incoming class of outstanding
students. More details will be coming over the
summer and in my State of the University address
this fall We look forward to welcoming new
students, faculty and staff — and thanks to all of
you, we will be ready.

Have a happy, and safe summer!

Commencement 101: Details about

this year’s ceremonies

Thousands of people — from excited graduates to

proud families — are gearing up for Virginia Tech’s

spring commencement ceremonies this week.

The events began on May 11 with the Virginia

Tech Carilion School of Medicine graduation in

Roanoke and will continue the following Thursday in

Blacksburg through Sunday in Fairfax, Virginia.

»  Saturday, May 11: Virginia Tech Carilion School
of Medicine held its graduation at 9 a.m. on
Saturday in Roanoke at the Jefferson Center.

»  Thursday, May 16: Virginia Tech’s Graduate
School Commencement Ceremony will be held
at 2:30 p.m. in Cassell Coliseum. Also, the

College of Natural Resources and Environment
commencement will be held at 6:30 p.m. in
Burruss Hall Auditorium.

* Friday, May 17: The University Commencement
ceremony begins at 8:30 a.m. with the
procession into Lane Stadium. Gates to
the stadium will open at 7 a.m. Guests are
encouraged to arrive early to avoid traffic delays.

*  Friday, May 17- Saturday, May 18:

Beginning at noon Friday, college and
departmental ceremonies will be held across
campus. See a complete listing at vt.edu/
commencement/2019-spring.html.

*  Sunday, May 19: Virginia Tech’s National Capital
Region Commencement Ceremony will be held
at 1 p.m. at the Center for the Arts at George
Mason University in Fairfax.

Virginia Tech will offer live-stream video of both the

Graduate School Commencement and University

Commencement ceremonies from the university

homepage at vt.edu.

Blacksburg campus offices to open
at 10 a.m. on May 17

Virginia Tech’s spring University Commencement
Ceremony is scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m. on
Friday, May 17, in Lane Stadium. The influx of
graduates and their families arriving creates traffic
congestion on the southern end of campus and
along major arterial roadways.

To minimize congestion, President Tim Sands has
approved a 10 a.m. opening for all university offices
in Blacksburg on May 17. Employees who are not
involved with commencement are urged not to
travel to campus before the 10 a.m. opening.

Certain offices must be open for commencement or
for operational reasons. Thus, supervisors should
use judgment and staff appropriately.

Employees are cautioned that traffic is typically
heavy before and after the commencement

events along Southgate Drive, Beamer Way, and
Washington Street. Cassell Coliseum and the South
End Zone lots will also be closed or restricted.

Employees should adjust travel and parking
plans accordingly. For more information
visit the Commencement website at vt.edu/
commencement.html.
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Parking reminders for moving out of

residential halls

During the move-out period on campus, anticipate heavy
congestion on Washington Street, Kent Street, South Dirill
Field Drive, and Old Turner Street.

The areas will be extremely difficult to drive through

and parking will be strictly limited. Parking lots with a
designated 30-minute move-out space to assist students
and their families departing are:

» Coliseum Lot

»  Washington Street

*  Kent Street

*+  Owens Lot

* Engel Lot

*  Drillfeld (War Memorial Gym side)

* Ag Quad Lot (behind Hutcheson Hall)

* Dietrick Lot

Faculty and staff are asked to avoid these areas if possible
and to park in unaffected areas such as Litton-Reaves Lot,
Perry Street, and the Prices Fork Lots below Durham Hall.

For more information on campus parking, visit Parking and
Transportation at parking.vt.edu, call 540-231-3200, or
email parking@vt.edu.

Open Enroliment going on through May 15
Open Enroliment for health insurance and/or flexible
spending accounts (FSA) will be held May 1 — 15, 2019.
Any changes made during this year’s open enroliment
period will take effect July 1, 2019.

New this year! Online enroliment tool

We are excited to announce that employees will be able

to make health plan open enroliment changes or enroll for
FSAs online through the new Health Benefits Direct tool at
bit.ly/2H7g9k2. For more information and instructions on
how to use the online enrolliment tool, visit bit.ly/2WyMI5g.
NOTE the employee ID number is the Member Number
from the Health Insurance Card (use only the numbers,
drop the alpha characters). If you do not know (or have
access to) your ID Number, use your Social Security
Number to retrieve or contact the HR Service Center.

For employees who may need computer access, the
computer lab in the North End Center will be available
periodically throughout open enroliment. View the schedule
at bit.ly/2YbfUdm.

Health Benefits Direct will be available May 1 — May 15 for
Open Enrollment. This is the preferred way to submit open
enrollment changes, since it ensures accurate and timely
processing of open enroliment submissions.

Open Enroliment changes made through Health Benefits
Direct must be submitted online at Health Benefits Direct no
later than May 15, 2019 at 11:59 p.m.

Please visit the Open Enroliment website, for information
about plan changes for 2019-20, plan documents, important
annual health care notices, frequently asked questions, and
a list of information sessions. Zoom sessions are available
for some dates to provide employees additional flexibility for
participating in an information.

If you have questions about open enrollment changes,
please attend one of the information sessions or contact
the HR Service Center at hrservicecenter@vt.edu or
540-231-9331.

Staff Appreciation Day

Each year, Virginia Tech celebrates the hard work and
dedication of more than 3,400 staff members. Staff
Appreciation Day will be held Wednesday, May 22, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., in Owens Hall. All staff, non-student wage
employees, and emergency hires are invited to participate.

The event offers a wide range of activities including
campus tours, Bingo, stress-relieving massages, the
“Fabulous Feud “ game team competition, live music by
the “Half Throttle Band,” lunch by Personal Touch Catering,
and more.

Supervisors are encouraged to allow staff employees to
attend for a minimum of several hours. Please refer to the
memorandum from the President’s Office.

For more information or details, visit the Staff Appreciation
Day website at staffday.bams.vt.edu or contact the
President’s Office at 540-231-7111.

Editor’s note: Summer publication

schedule for the Blue Sheet
Beginning May 22 through Aug. 28, the Blue Sheet will be
published every other week on Wednesdays.
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