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Populating the VT IR, VTechWorks

• Self-deposit
• Faculty deposit directly
• Faculty deposit through integrated systems, e.g., Symplectic Elements
• Graduate Students’ ETDs through local online system
• Undergraduates meet course requirements

• VTechWorks staff deposit
• Unsystematically, e.g., something they read about in the daily VT News
• Project-based, e.g., OA articles funded by the Open Access Subvention Fund

• SWORD: auto harvesting from some publishers
• BioMed Central, Hindawi, MDPI



Inspiration

Rust, Amanda, 2017. Design for diversity: Towards inclusive information 
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Scoggins, Rebeka, 2018. Broadening your library’s collection: 
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Winn, Samantha, 2017. The hubris of neutrality in archives. On Archivy. 
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How would we know if our institutional 
repositories lacked diverse cultural materials 
and were contributing to the omission of 
historically marginalized groups?

L. G. B. T. Q. I. A. +
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Questioning/Queer, Intersex, Ally/Asexual





161 terms/phrases: 5 collections

# items collection terms matched hits
71,734 VTechWorks 129 21,455
32,557 ETDs 115 9,017

3,870 Faculty Research 40 858
14,285 Colleges 89 406

Virginia Tech vt.edu 109 84,793
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39.2% 39.3% gender 49.2% 52.8% 48.9%
1.8% 1.8% heterosexual 3.5% 0.3% 0.8%
1.7% 2.6% homosexual 3.3% 0.9% 0.6%
1.6% 1.5% hegemonic 3.0% 0.8% 1.0%

18.5% 13.8% sexual orientation 2.9% 5.9% 13.8%
1.9% 3.1% lesbian 2.9% 0.9% 1.3%
1.7% 0.8% asexual 2.5% 3.1% 1.7%
1.4% 2.2% sexism 2.4% 1.5% 0.8%
6.5% 7.8% gender identity 2.0% 3.8% 3.8%
1.2% 0.6% gender bias 1.9% 9.3% 1.4%
0.4% 0.3% androgynous 1.9% 0.2%
1.3% 1.6% bisexual 1.8% 0.6% 1.2%
1.0% 0.7% gender equality 1.5% 0.9% 1.1%
1.0% 0.5% gender inequality 1.3% 1.2% 1.6%
1.0% 0.1% gender inequity 1.3% 1.2% 1.5%
1.1% 1.7% transgender 1.2% 0.1% 1.1%
1.4% 1.4% gender equity 1.1% 3.5% 2.6%



Graduate Students vs. Faculty

Graduate Students ETDs Faculty Research
Bisexual 3x 0.06%
Lesbian 3x 0.09%

Binarism 6x 0.01%
Hegemonic 3x 0.08%

Hetrosexual 10x 0.03%
Homophobia 9x 0.01%
Homosexual 3x 0.09%

Gender bias 1.9% 5x
Gender expression 0.2% 18X



% VT VT ranking 109 terms/ phrases 
ETDs 

ranking % ETDs

39.3% 1 gender 1 49.2%
13.8% 2 sexual orientation 5 2.9%

7.8% 3 gender identity 9 2.0%
7.0% 4 gender expression 41 0.2%
3.1% 5 lesbian 6 2.9%
2.6% 6 homosexual 3 3.3%
2.3% 7 LGBTQ 30 0.4%
2.2% 8 sexism 8 2.4%
1.8% 9 heterosexual 2 3.5%
1.7% 10 transgender 16 1.2%
1.6% 11 bisexual 12 1.8%
1.5% 12 underrepresented groups 20 0.9%
1.5% 13 hegemonic 4 3.0%
1.4% 14 gender equity 17 1.1%
0.8% 15 asexual 7 2.5%
0.8% 16 homophobia 21 0.9%
0.8% 17 homophobic 27 0.5%
0.7% 18 gender equality 13 1.5%
0.6% 19 gender bias 10 1.9%
0.3% 20 androgynous 11 1.9%



In conclusion: Are they similar enough?

If it is a valid method

• Does the IR reflect the work being done at the institution?
• 94% of the terms in VT are in VTechWorks.
• 94% of the LGBTQ terms in VTechWorks have <2% difference in the 

percentage of hits.

• Do ETDs reflect the work being done at the institution?
• 91% of the terms in VT appeared in ETDs.
• 92% of the terms have <1% difference in the percentage of hits. 
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