EXTENSION WORK IN DINWIDDIE COUNTY VIRGINIA :
DECEMBER 1, 1934 to NOVEMBER 30, 1935
B. F. Bedwell, County Agent
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With five different commodities involved under the
AAA Program and the regular Extension activities engaged in,
the work in this county has been complicated during the past
year. Three assistants, one regular and two part-time, have
been employed. They are responsible for much of the work ac-
complished and will be mentioned later in this report.

An attempt will be made to report herein some of
the outstanding results of the various programs, explain
. parts of the statistical report end record data which can be
used for future reference. Approximately of the agent's
time has been devoted to some phase of Crop Adjustment Pro-
grams d the past twelve months. It is mot practical to
- make a detailed report of the various programs but each will
" be discussed separately. ,

INTRODUCTION

4-H CLUB WORK

Mr, H, M, Clark, Assistant County Agent, reported
to Dinwiddie County the last week in February to take charge
of 4-H Club Work. Due to a lack of time, club work had been
neglected to some extent for the past two years amnd Mr. Clark
found it necessary to start all over again, with few except-
ions. The agent is well pleased with the result of his efforts
and feels that much credit is due him. Following is his report:

®"Five 4-H Clubs were organized in February with a
total enrollment of 95 boys who carried 98 project demonstra-
tions. Monthly meetings were held regularly throughout the
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year except July and August when the Infantile Paralysis
quarantine was in effect."

_ "A Dairy Judging Team, made up of four members,
was trained with the help of R. P, Keithley, Ass't. Dairy
Specialist. These boys placed fourth at the State Fair,

the highest individual scoring 5th in the State Contest."

= ®"At the State Fair in Richmond ten exhibits were
made, six corn, three poultry and one dairy calf, These
exhibits won 3]'.7.50 in cash prizes, a blanket and medal.
Most outstanding of these exhibits was the Jersey calf owmn-
ed by William Howard Ford which won lst prise in the State,
lst as best fitted animal of any breed and her owner placed
2nd in Showmanship. The Southside Virginia Fair at Peters-
burg awarded $21.00 to ten boys who exhibited there."

*The members who were growing corn as & project

applied high nitrogenous fertilizer, Cyanamid, on ome acre
and used another acre as a check plot. The results were

mﬁntou 40% increase in yield due to the use of this

ional nitrogen."

' *Two members have made s=teps toward gcttlns their
corm certified by the Virginia Crop g-porv-u Association,
Their comm h:oe:nc the field inspection, which was made
the lst of Oc¢c o” » ; '

: *In the Nitrate of Soda Contest, sored by the
Barrett , eight members completed, one out of
the group le to receive thﬂlcu watch ered as a
county prise.

A *The Achievement Day exercises held in November
consisted of a report from each club, talks omn Club Work,

prize awards, competitive ginging etc. Approximately two
hundred boys and girls attended. This meeting was conduct-

ed by a club boy who acted as chairman and a girl as secretary.”

"A summary of the project work shows 81 completions
out of 95 enrclled with total receipts from all projects of
$5285.08 and a net profit of $2389.74."

SOIL CONSERVATION

Realizing the great need of soil erosion control
work in Dinwiddie County, more time was given to this project
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by the agent than to eny other except the AAA Progream.

After holdl a number of preliminary and educatiom-
al meetings, a Dinwiddie County Terracing Association was or<
ganized mu was later inooryorat.d under that name, The
various companies were opgort-ity to demonstrate
their machinery and eq Mt and four terracing demonstrati-
ons were conducted in the county at which the farmers were
invited and many attended. The Vir a Rural Rehabilitation
Service agreed to furnish an Agricultural Engineer for a period
of six months t0 have charge of the work. This Engineer, in
the person of M. C., Pittenger reported for duty the lst of Narch.
After the demonstrations were conducted, the directors of the
association decided to lease equipment fra the Vir a Tractor
Go-p:.n.y and a Diesal tractor and terracer was plac in the
countye.

Due to an extremely wet spri and other conditioms
which will mot be mentioned here, very little terrac was
actually done umtil the early fall. MNr, Pittagor resigned
;runhé;;ukmthoutmmtofhu was replaced by

Kl - ° ..

During the spring and summer an ty developed
to got a branch project of the Federal Soil Comservation Service
luamum.emtyumumnﬁuowcqtorﬁls

of work. m.rtortna-utohmm.{ené:t

ch was finally approved, The officials of the So
uucmmtordmuamnimoqmmnmt-
ed. ceccqmoinubo‘tlon‘orln.

The possibility of this service and the careful uttu-
tion given to the work by Mr. Hicks has created a friendly feel-
- ing toward the whole P Our Terrac equipment is work-
ing steadily and indications are that we have plenty of
work to do im the future.

During the summer and early fall while there was little
terracing vork to do, the equipment did considerable work omn
county roads which had not been taken into the State system.

This work was arranged through the Project Director of the
Emergency Relief Administration in cooperation with the County
Board of Supervisors.

Up until the present Sime, eleven miles or road has
been built or regraded with the torraculfu equi t at an average
er

cost of $72.50 per mile. Terraces cov a total distance of
26.3 miles and protecting 511 acres of farm land have been con-
structed at an average cost of $1.35 per acre to the farmer,
incll;ding the use of the equipment, two operators and Engineer
service. ;
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AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT

As previously stated im this report, the Agricultural
Ad justment Porgrem has involved five dltrom{ conmodities in
this county, namely, - corm-hogs, cottom, peanuts riro-emd
tobuoo and tlu-ourol tobacco. Approximately 9#
the entire time of the Assistant in Cotton

utunt {voruuu-.a phers and a part of the time
of the Lni-tnt 3 the terracing program has
been devoted to this line of work, Aside from this, local
committeemen have worked 251 days in this connection., Each
program is discussed separately on the following pages of this
repors,

. CORN-HOGS

- Only 15 corn-hog contracts were signed in 1935, which
is 6 less than was signed in 1934. All of this number 'oro old
signers and we have had very little trouble with this program.
Two of the 1934 payments were received after the first of this
year and 42 checks amounting to $1474.46 were delivered to
these producers. The first pmt under the 1935 contracts
consisting of 15 checks amount to $595.10 has been received
eand delivered. The second and f payment under the 1935
contracts, which will be an amount considerably larger than the
lst payment mentioned above, will be due in the near future.

Mmmcmﬁmlomuﬁrmm
counties in one association under the corn-hog Ve -
have our own officers and association this year with the agent
acting as secretary. Four o-imc members have served a
total of 15 days in administering the program and ome super-
visor has served 6 days making a total administrative cost of

The cotton progrn has been rather difficult to ad-
Ilnlutor and unsatisfact to a large extent. Dinwiddie County
no:.lly producc: around 1 acres of cotton involving npg -

rs, or less than § acres per grower, Under

the 19.55 rcgng::‘ ons, many of the small growers were issued tax-
exemption certincntu for more poundage than they produced
and the relatively small number of larger grovers were penalized,
e condition which should not exist.




A total of 236 production contracts were signed
taking 494 acres out of production. Contracting and non-
coatr-cting producers grew 1164 acres of cotton in 1935. We
received 474 Bankhead applications for allotments of tax-
exemption certificates.

A total of 884 checks uonnthg.to $8558,06 have
been delivered to cotton growers since the first of the year,
inelud the second part of the 1954 rental payment and the
1934 parity payment. All of the 1935 rental and parity checks
have not beemn received to date.

. . The cotton committee served 57 days in advancing
the prrogram and supervisors served 138.5 days including the
time of the senior supervisor., Committee and supervisor
service amounted to $635,50.

Mr, L. R, Jones, Assistant in Cotton Ad ustment, has
spent from 3 to 4 days out of each week in Dinwiddie cmty
during the past year, Mr, Jones has had almost complete charge
of the cotton program, His work is not included in the statis-
tical report but he should have full credit for services render-
ed in this connection, He has taken a deep interest in his
work and has delt patiently and cy.p.thotictny with many dis-
satisfied farmers.

Peanuts were not included as a dbasic commodity umtil
- %00 late to plate this crop under uction comtracts in 1934,
We signed 602 contracts in 1!.6 ch carried a base of 6670
acres, which could be 8 year, A survey of the total
1935 ac Pplanted, luung both signers and nom- rs
indicated t we have 5278 acres to peanuts this year,
Since peanut producers were all to t their base acre-
age, we have no reductiom under the contracts. :

The peanut committee, ¢ sed of 5 men served a
total of 435.5 days and supervisors connection with compli-
ance work, including the senior ¢ iance supervisor, served
301 days making a total expense of 090,50 in administering

- the progrem.

Up to the present time 516 checks amounting to
$17906,52 have been received and delivered, leaving a remain-
der of 86 producers to de paid in the future.
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FIRE-CURED TOBACCO

The fire-cured tobacco program has not been as
successful as many expected, however these producers were
offered 1little mourq-ont in the inning, Producers
in this county have signed 462 contracts offering to take
450 acres out of production. They have gone beyond the
agreement in their contracts in reduc corna planted to

~ this type of tobacco, Our county was & base of 1679
acres and producers were allowed to plant of their base,
This would have allowed them to t approximately 1343
acres, Our surveys show that y 954.5 acres were planted
by both signers and nom-signers.

The committee, composed of 12 members served 65 days
in comnection with this program dur the past year, Super-
visors, including the time of the or supervisor, served .
181 days in checking compliance. The total cost of both com-

~mittee and supervisor service amounted to $610.50.

Two payments have been delivered to rlre-onrod tobacco
ers this year with a total of 743 checks to
g;.:“.&. The 1934 Adjustment payment was tiouvenl March
of this year and the 1935 rental payment in November. All of

the 1935 remtal puunu have not arrived.

FLUE-CURED TOBACCO

The flue-cured tobacco program has required more
time and work than any of the other programs. We have a total
of 578 contracts mzu cial Base contracts, The acre-
age planted to this crop 935 including both rs and
non-signers was 2747 acres by actual  survey nnl acres were
taken out of m-odmti.on by the contracts, :

The 1954 adjustment payment and most of the 1935 rental
gmut consisting of 779 checks amounting to $354498.72 has
een delivered to flue-cured growers this year, The remainder
of the 1935 rental checks will be delivered in the near future,

The flue-cured conmittee, composed of 3 men have
served a total of 85.5 days in conducting this program in the
past year. Supervisors, including the time of the semior super-
visor, served 240 days {n compliance work. The total cost of
comni ttee nnd supervisor service amounts to $1026,.25. &
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We received 107 applications for Special Base com-
tracts last spring out of ch 45 were :ﬁm. Ak,
received 66 applications for EKerr-Smith otments from non- :
signers this fall.,

The work of trudorring end selling allotments in
order that growers may di se of their excess uction
has consumed much time dur the past month. ng‘ha:
been offered for sale by 41 producers amounting Sl
pounds all of which has been disposed of., A total of 94563
pounds @ 4¢ per has been purchased by 224 producers
amounting to $3782.52, After selling that offered by produc-
ers having deficient production, the remainder was sold out
of the U, 8. Department of Agriculture and certified checks or
Postal kioney Orders forwarded to Washington for payment.

SUMMARY

st year the t has received 11242
office visits nl‘l.&g telephone s, has written 1637 indi-
vidual letters and prepared 94 circular letters from which :
16412 copies were mailed. The office has received and deliver-
ed a total of 2989 checks amount to $74500.27, We have had
as high as 35 people oyed in orri« and field at ome
~ time, most of which steadily for almost & month., Com-

mitteemen served a total of asxcmcn.oommm
ing to $753.00, -Supervisors in compliance work served a total
of 816,5 days, including the time of Senior County m'mms.
amounting to $2627.75 nnwm oF Saates uat mn-or
service of 1067 5 days and + 75,

rvo full time stenographers have worked rutmny
efficiently in the various phases of the urferan )rogrns

All of the various committee members have responded pro-
:ptly to every call and have rendered fair and x-pcrtial service,

Supervisors in compliance work d4id their job t.etmny‘
and in most cases accurately. We have had no complaints of
negligence or partiality although some errors have occurred
vhich were corrected so far as possible.

The agent feels Shat special consideration and credit
is due Mr, F,. ¥W. Young who acted as Senior Compliance Supervisor
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th kinds of tobacco. MNr. !om had charge of about

who were measuring acres and checking other points
ce, He entered into the spirit of the program

came familiar with the details, removing a gront

burden from the agent at that time.

_in both
18 men
)

and bec

LSy awe(:-m\
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