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The population cherscteristics for Prince Edward County are
as followe:

Total rural farms.......
Total rurel non=farms sesesessees 43079

Total rurel 11,023

Total rural white ... .00
total rural non-vhite ......

Total w1 &k non=white ..

Total rursl porulationeseecessss 11,023
Total ur population seecessse 4375

Total rursl & urbaNe..cecsses 15398

IXrE Or AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is the prineiple industry. The s ils are varied,
by generally productive and sdapted to general crops. The clinate
is mild and generally there is enough rainfall for general farming,
Flue=cured tobarco is the main cesh crop in the southern and eastern
sections of the county; while, in the northern and western sections,
dark fired tobscco is the pride of the tobacco growers. Livestoek

-

and livestock production are gradually providing more income for many

farmers.

The county Arricultural Advisory Board is composed of represent-
atives from the various comunities. The Advisory Board 1s composed
£ 25 members.

The function of the Advisory Board is to assist the Extension Agents

with the planning and promotion of county-wide programs in sericulture

and homemaking; also to put into ef’ect certain sctivities




delegated to ther by the U, 8. Department of Agriculture.
The County Advigory Board was quite helpful in earrying out
objectives in 1960. A total of three meetir . held durin

Tear.

Situations

Tobacco is the principle ecash crop in tihls county. Dark-{ired
and flue-cured are the two major types of tobaeco grown in the county;
vheress, aromatic and burley apre grown on & very limited basis at
prese t.

The farmers sre doing a very thorough job as far as fertiliaing
and cutivating the tobeccoc is concern. However, trere 13 much
improvement needed in the saress of selection of seed, sorti
grading, rotation, =nd insect and disesse control.

IT. Objectives
Assist farmers in selecting adapted variety of seed,
Encoursge farmers to establigh & rotation system for tobacco,
Teach new or isprove methods of disesse and ingect controls.

Teach farmers the advanspge in grading and sorting tobacco
to meet the nmarket demand,

Methods need:
Supply tobaceco growvers with the following bulletins "Man
your Tobacco Flant Bed™, "Tobacco Diseases in Virginis®
"Have Good Light for Sorting Tobacco®.

Varietal demonstretion was conducted.

Tvo field meetings vere held at the varietal demonstrst
(flue=cured).

General suggest s on growing, fertilising, harvest!
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g rac g and sorting, ete. were given to farmers st general meeting
and while making farm visits.

5. Pour tobmceo grading demomgtrations vere held., (two 1]
cured and two darkefired)

Hesults:

Eight farmers hed & soil test made before buying tieir tobsecco
fertilizers. 8Six of the sbove mention farmers used recommended fertilizers
sccording to his needs. One varitial demonstration vas successful
carried out. MNumerous farmmers reported that they used insect sn 1gerse
control to s grester extent.

A total of 54 persons sttended the grading demonstrations
that vere held.

CORN
I. Situation:

Corn is one of the basic crops in Prince Edward County. It is
planted on more farms and a largper screage than any other si-gle
crope The average yleld is approxinately 35 bushels per acre. Only
2 small percentage of the corn grown is marketed commenically. Most
of the corn is used on the farms to feed livestock. Also, many of
the fermers are still planting secd corm that is not recommended.

I1. Objectives:
1. Encourage farmers to have goil test made for comm.

Have more farmers to increase their sppecation and chanpe
analysis of fertilizer vhere needed,

Asaist farmers with the selection of recomrended seed,

4+ Encournge farncrs to produce larger yleld snd better quality
f corn on less acreage.




I11. Methods uged:

1. Selected key farmers in five different communities to
corn sccording to recommendstions.

Mailed circular tters and bulletins to all farmers wit
information pretaining to ecrn production.

Mailed each farwer = list of recor ended seed variety.
Parm vigits vere made,
wesults:

1« Seven farmers had soil tests mede before the s plicetion of
fert!'isers was nade,

2. Tventy persons made or used one or more improvement methods
in corn production.

Robert Scott and Werrern Scott incressed their corn yleld
from 45 bush ls to approximately 70 bushels per scre.

MALL
Situstion:
Small grein is srown on most farms in the co nty., Wheat, osts
and barley constitute the small grain that is grown to an extent,

Wheat is grown lor the market and also for feed., Due to the screage

control on vheat, many farmers have increased their acresge on bearley

and oats in order to provide more small grain for livestock. However,
most farmers need to incresse their small ylelds per secre.
11. Objectives:

1. FEncourage more farmers to incresase small grein rlelds.

2. Provide more informstion to farmers on small grein production.

Get farmers to realize the valve of smell srain ss s feed
as wvell as Cor marketing.

Methods useds

1« Key farmers in the verious commmities sre used as




b

2+ Reference material on ssall grain production vas meiled
Lo esch farmer,

IV, fesultss

Pive farmers reported that recom ended whest seed were use’! this
year. Seven farmers reported that they had an aversge of 10 bushels
per acre increcge in wheat, Three farmers grev barley for the irst

time this year. Some of the farmers who were concerned ahout inecressged

production in small grein were: Alton Morton, Albert Ghee, Warrern

Scott, Arthur Seunders, “ussel Stiff, Hobert Scott, Harvey Fortune,

Willism Stif" and John Holcomb.

I. Situation:

According to studies and observation, the production of pasture
has greatly increased in recent years. bBut evidence indicates that
there is a need for more acres of good gquality pastures. Many of
the acres of idle land can be profitably used for pasutre.

The majority of the farm families are seeking ways of having
a steady income from the farming operations throushout the entire
year. Parmmers are producing deairy products, market hogs and be«f
animals in order to meet thelir demands of & yeer around income. Beceuse
of these demands and the pregsent price of feed, we are recommending
that & good pasture progrem is very important and necesssry to helyp
keep the cost of production in line and the prices recieved at the
arvet,

1I. Objectives:
1. Have farvcrs to incresse their pasture acreage,

2. Encourage fsrm rs to seed permanent pesture, winter pasture
and temporsry pastures.
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3. Assist farmers to grov pastures sccording to the individusl

farm need,
ITI. Methods used:

Five farmers vere asked to cooperute by produeing sdequste
pasture for tieir farms. These furmers were given the follow! g
informetion: Bulletines = "For top Pasture = Top Dress® "Manged
Grazing Payo" and "Forsge Mixtures for Year-Round Peeding®., This
same informetion was given to many other farmers.

IV, Resu lts:

1. 35ix known farmers incresged their pasture acresge.

2. Three sdditional permanent pastures vere sowr (24 scres).

3. Three wvint past res were sown for demonstration purposes.
Those were gown by Mr. John Holecomb, Mr., Williem Henry Stiff
and Mr., Werrern Scott.

HAY

Situation:

The hay situstion is simuler to the pasure s!tustion here in
Prince Edward County. The fact that livestock is on the incresse in
this county and t there are many acres of idle land or at present
sed for row crops w mld be more profitiable used for ?

n, makes hay sirable snd necessary to be importer
farm ple, A x qualit ey grown in sufficlent guantity
the needs of the year round feve rOgT has been emp
to many farmers.

II. Oblectives:

The oblectives of ¢ ay production in Prince Edward Qounty

vas to help alleviate the feed shortage through incress

uentity and qualits of hay grown and to plan for and anticd ate




needs for the crop as the number of animals increase
I11. Methods us-d:

1. HEdueational informetion on the importance of production
and maintenance of good hay to meet the needs of the local

farmers were discussed et meeting and sent to fumilies in the

form of letters, pamplets and bulletins.

2. Cempetstive cost in relation to home gsrown hay of different
feeds were discussed with many 1ndividual farmers.

The seed! of supplementary hay crops were encouraged.
Hesultes
numbe r £ farmers increased the screage seeded for ha
program is being fitt ir the overal)l farm plan on many farms.
PMve farmers have ac jged that groving hay is much cheaper than
buying and their ais i 7 ‘ow » better guality as well as incresse
the quanit

LG POULTRY)

I. Situations

The use £ liv t in progran is becoming an impor
factor. The production of livestock and livestoek producte are or
increase in this count This hes proven to be a very desirable way
for local farmers to supplement their farm income whict previously

came from the production of tobecoo an ther cagh crops. The major

problew r e f ers in this groving enterprise is selection

£ good breeds, = well balsnced feeding program and disease contr 1.
ective:
The extenaion prograr lanning to encourage and promote &
%

livestock enterprise based on good pastures desined to furnish a

a lov cost feed, pood senitsry pactices and disesse control . met s,




Also, teach farmers to wate | trends 1
at the most vrofit:
TII. Methods used:

1. Individual farm visits.

Furnish individual fearmers with up = to - date informetion
on breads sanitary practice, disesse cotrol methods,
low feed cost production market trends, ete.

Lts:

Seven pure bred bores » three pure bred gilts vere purchased
this vear by loeal farmers. All hogs p rehased came from
meat=type herds. The sanimals consist d of the following
breeds: one Landrace Boar, one Duroc Gilet, three Hawpshire
Boars and five Youkshire ( 2 boars, !H’-s. Also one

pure bred Bull (Herford).

Mr. John Gears, s pert time farmer, decl
eggs commerically. At present Mr, Fears has a fl¢o' of

1200 laying hens. Mr. Pears gredes his egge; this provides
for a higher profit per unit sold., Mr. Pears sells many

f his eggs locelly and other are shipped,

to produce

Mr. Albert Ghee construct«d & new dairy barn for his cattle
heard in 1959 an { ear (1740) he completed the =ilk house.

FOR STRY
I. Situstions
Prince Edverd County has about 152,300 seres of commercial

forests exclusive of public reserved and other non-gcommercisl forest

land. This is evident that Torestry plays mportant part in the

lives of many farm families in the county. The problem in the

forestry enterprise is the fact that trees are being cut mubh faster
than they sre bel
IT. Objectiven:

The objectives in e extension rest progran is to initinte
practices to get more farrers and 4=H club members interested in

forestry as a necessary part of the farmm program. Encourage Crrmers
Y p P
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to plant pine seedlings on idle and unproduet crop land.
I11. Methods used:

1« Orpanized a forestry committee.

2. Contact the ares forester for advice and sssistance in
seeding or reseeding forestry.

Encourege farmers to pet i anical ssalatence from the
3.0, offlce when possible,

Encouraged 4~H club members to plant pine seedling as a
project,

Resulter

Three 4=il club members planted a totsl of 1,100 pine seedlings
in 1960. The forestry committee had two meeting this yeer (1960).
The forestry comnittee has pledge to give unli,ited support to the
seal extension service in forestry promotion in 1961, Serewval sdult
farmers are contemplating on getiing s recommended forestry progra
started in 1961,

4=H CLUB woR

Situation:

There are approximately 900 youths between the ages of 1

21 in the county,

Additional leaders are need . d to promote 4-H club work. In
paneral, 4=H club mesmbers no longer live in dense groups. Therefore,
community clubs are somewhat difficult to organize. Feeping in mind
that the local sgents have only a lirited amount of time to devote to
4=H elub

1. There are many communities without a sufficient ‘umber of
interested boys and girls to organize a club; yet it is o
1

possibility that some of these boys wil) become individual
members,

In general, the entire county needs to be better noquainted

with 4~H elub wor: .




Objectives:

1. To organi.e and promote 4=H work wherever and
possible,

2. 8Sell 4=H Club wo rouths and adults.
3. BEncoursge addl r jult lesdership.
ventods used:

Visits were made to 4=H club nembers home
vork with the parent a club member.

“uch time was spe recrui ting adult leaders,
Organization of 4=d clubs when and wherever possible.

Motivete ys & *irls through group lectures an
other means posaible,

Resul tas

There are seven (7) sctive organised 4=H clubs this yesr and six
club members who were not in organized cluba. The seven clubs
consiasted of 79 boys and 3 rls v ich gave a tots 4=H
club members. ineteen sdult lesders assisted the local agents wit)
4=H club wvork this year.

The club members participate 1in many local and state sctivities.

Namely, the Five County Pulr held here in Parmville, Va.; the District

Tractor Contest that was held st Carver-Price High School Appomatiox,

Va.; the Junior fiog Show & Sele which was held in Lynchiurg, Va.;

The 4=H elub Short Course and Wildlife Conference which wes held at
Virginia State College. Also Henry Cerbarrus won a tractor driving
contest wvhich was sponsored by the five county feir in September
1959. 1In Janusry 1960, the Pricket 011 Compan, gave Henry an expense

free trip to the Pensylania Implement Show for his achievement in




Tractor Maintance.

I. Situation:

Today the farmer faces complexity of probless in relation ¢t

managerment. For exsnple, intergrated farming is of grest needs and

concern with many farmers. Mariet trends afe making repid bhanges,
the margin of profit per unit of product sold is less than previous
years, there is a tremencus increase in the cost of farm labor, and
mechanized farming require greater skill.

IT. Objective:

1« Encourage farners to study the market trends deily.

2. Insist on more farmers to keep better farm records.

3. In genersl, aid farmers in every possible wey to realise
that management is an improtant factor in today's farming
progran.

Mehtods used:

Provide record boo for individual families.

incourege the family to cooperate in keeping a record of
the farm transactions.

Through meeting, circular letter, farm visits, and nevs
articles, ete. Farmers vere encoursped to put more time
on record keeping and pive more thought to farm record.
Regults:
Tvo farmers kept record of the fare operstion for the first
time this year. Seven farmers requested record books for keeping farm
records. Three farmers st-rted (t'is year) selling grade B milk
for additional income, Two farmers secured part-time jobs; beceuse
they realized that thelir farms could not provide adequate income to

provide for the families. ight farmers incressed thelr swine

production for the meriet, Five farmers provided adiitional shelter




for their farm machinery. It is interenting to note that nemorous
request ere being mede to the local farm agent for a sistance
econcerning the farm operstion., These are some of the type of questions
asked daily:
1. Should T have sustom work done or buy sdditional tiwotort
2, T8 it profitable for me to grow additional livesto
hat can I o to supplement my present income, ete.?

IVPROVEMENT COMMUNITY

The comninity improvement work has had an initial stort in the
Sulphur Spring Community. The interior and exterior of the Sulphur
Spring Baptist Ch rch was renoveted this year. The lawn has been

marked of “or parking alos s portion of the parking sres hgs been

rave led.

Dr. W. L. Watson, Horticulturists from Virginis State College,

has visited the Sulphur Spring “hurch and grve detuils as t ow the
landscape work should be completed at the church. FPrelimerery information
wvas also given on the work that need to be done on the churbt
Cemertary by Dr. Watson.
LAZRIAFR

There is an increasing demand for landsospe assistence in the
county, Previously, the locsl sge ts have been encourgi g feme owners
to beautify their homes. As » result, there are seven familics
walting for landscape assistance now., Also two churches “sve request
lans to sssist them in besutifying the churéh grounds and bhe
cerentaries. In 1961, we are planning to report a mmber of families

1

who have actually enetary vork in landscepe.




JOHN HOLCOMB SUCCFDS WTT INTS
John Holeomb, & general farmer Frince Eduard County, has
proven to himself and many other that & vinter pesture is profitable

to most general farmers.

ohn holcomb seeded 3 scres of winter pasture in 1959, Holecorb

used the extension recmmmendation for seeding his pesture plus Mr,

Holcomb secded some Leapedza on the same trhee acres the following Spr
(1960) .

The winter pasture provided some early winter grasing for Holecomb's
five dairy cattle. The pasture also provided excellent early Spring
grazing.

After the grazing was digcontinued in the Spring, Holcgmb
to=dressed hie winter pasture and waited for n crop to hrvest, Helcomb
harvegted 79 bushels of grain from the same three acres that had been
;razed as a vinter pesture. In addition, Holocomb was able ®o cut
an excellent crop of lespedza hay in the early fall of 1960,

Holcomb acknowledge that his winter pasture proved to be one of the
most profitale farm enterprize tiat he had ever carried out on

his farm.




During the peri ros 3
’

this peri




	vcest129181001
	vcest129181002
	vcest129181003
	vcest129181004
	vcest129181005
	vcest129181006
	vcest129181007
	vcest129181008
	vcest129181009
	vcest129181010
	vcest129181011
	vcest129181012
	vcest129181013
	vcest129181014
	vcest129181015
	vcest129181016
	vcest129181017
	vcest129181018

