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a study of material: 

a house in the arctic circle 

abigail joanne mckinley 

abstract: 

the work that follows is a study in material and the nature of its 

construction. 

i chose a site that was rich in tradition of building, but chose to not 

mimic tradition. the arctic circle of norway has a tradition of stone 

and wood construction. the remote qualities of the site lead me to 

choose a house, of local stone and wood. the extreme conditions of 

the environment posed the challenges in design and construction. 

i did not test the limits of the stone, but let the stone do what is 

natural to it. i chose not to force the stone to be anything other 

than itself, and working with these natural tendencies to make the 

decisions of construction.
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i find beauty in material. the texture it brings to a building, and its 

interactive play with light. 

materials allow us to ask so many questions: how do two materials 

meet? do we use a material to create a facade, or allow it to be the 

structure? how is this material finished: should it speak to the 

material or to the advancements of mankind? how does material 

allow a designer to reflect the place of a building? 

i find joy in the questions and relish in the decision making that leads 

to their answer. 

i seek an architecture that is humble. one whose presence is not 

forced upon us, but whose presence and secrets are revealed slowly.



 


