


Description Of Lancaster County

Lancaster County is located in that part of Tidewater

Virginia known as the Northern Neck, It is a long,

narrow county of cne hundred twenty-eight square miles,

The land area is 9,880 acres, Thirty-six percent, or

33,376 acres, was in farmms in 1954, The number of farms

that year totaled LL46 and they averaged 74.8 acres in size,

The average value of land and buildings per famm was $9,115,
-five percent of the farms are operated on a part

daslis,

climate is mi he frost free period averages 212
s Or from April 5th to November 3rd, and the normal
precipitation exceeds forty-five inches,
The value of farm crops sold contributed 43,5 percent of
the farm income in 1954, From 1944 to 1949 the proportion

f farm incc contributed by vegetables (mostly tomatoes)
declined from 24,7 percent to 7.k percent. In the same
period the proportion fram field crops (mostly soybeans,
wheat and corn) increased from li.4 percent to 33.3 per-
cent, Poultry is the most important livestock enterprise,

ster farmers do not own enough fammland to have
units for the market production of small grain,
corn ar ybeans, They mrefer that type famming over other
types, Therefore, they bid against each other for rented
land, some of which is marginal for these crops. They have
heavy investments of farm machinery and know that they must
it on as many acres as possible to lower the unit cost
roduction, The congervation reserve of the soil bank is
)f the land which has been for rent, and it is
expected to take more in the future, Many famms are so
situated that they cannot be enlarged by the purchase of
tional land, Many farmers are looking for part time
off the farm, Some are looking for full time
e farm,
In 1957 many Lancaster fammers had the highest gross sales
they had ever had, but net income lagged which points up the
problem of rising expenses of machinery, labor and land rentals,
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committee thinks that work on varieties, ferti-
lization and planting dates could be continued,

ne shall set up demonstrations on varieties of

corn and wheat, top-dressing of small grains,
planting dates of soybeans, We will distribute
copies of recommended field crop varieties to all
farmers, e will conduct weed control demonstrations
on corm, soybeans and small grains, We will conduct
demcnstrations on control of insects as needed,
Spring and fall tours of the Experiment Station

will be conducted,

oals: ncrease average ylelds of comm to sixty-
five bushels per acre, Increase average

yields of soybeans to twenty-five bushels

per acre, Increase average ylelds of wheat

to thirty bushels per acre, "elp five farmers

to improve farm storage for grain, Help ten

farmers to increase days of grasing from

pastures,

Vegetables
n tomatoes has deelined over the past
Acreage in other vegetable crops has also
From 1944 to 1949 the proportion of farm
ome contributed by vegetables declined from 21.3
percent to 7.4 percent, We bellieve the decline is
continuing, The land is now being used for soybeans
and corm,

We will suppl roduction and marketing information
to growers t loes, small fruits, asparagus, sweet
potatoes, cress and other vegetables,

with this group will be on an indi-
roduction letters will be mailed,

1 ishment of two new small fruit demon-
strations, elp one tomato grower produce own
lants, elp one grower demonstrate plastic
greenhouse, Assist two camners with problems

of canning vegetables, We hope to show the many
farmers with limited acreage that vegetable pro-
duction may be the answer to their problem of
limited acreage,




shows 152 farms reporting 550 milk
ntributes about five percent of
farm income, There are four
e county,
he county is so small and the

d
enlarging so slim, that it is expected

roblem of markets will have to be solved
an area obasis,

rk with dairymen will be on an indi-

with a few meetings of the whole group,

Increased production per cow on the farms,
en percent increased volume of milk on the
local market, All cows to be tested for
rucellosis and ifers vaccinated, Gain
an additional member of D,H.lI,A, Increase
use of artificial insemination temn percent,

Livestock

contributed about fourteen percenmt of total

farm income in 1954, he 1954 census shows hogs and
pigs 1800, sheep and lambs 370, and beef cattle 1050,

Internal parasites are a problem in sheep, hogs and

cattle,

Brucellosis roblem in some cattle herds, We
cattle and hogs should be bred in

believe that 1 » cattl
the county,

We plan t S wWividually with each commercial

g8 to try to improve the manage-
iisease and parasite situation,

feeder

ment, feeding, breeding,
T letters will be used, Mass media program on para-

conducted,

cattle for Brucellosis and
heifers in unty. Assist




fte farmers to secure better breeding
stock, tart five new club members with
livestock projects, Train one sheep shearer
for the jet up two steer feeding

sontributed about three percent of the
come in 1950, We have about 12,000
trees and some 3,000 apple trees,

'he three commercial orchards are well managed and
operated and need very little assistance, We will
work with these growers on an individual basis, We
expect to hold a fruit school in the county,

Poultry

Poultry tributed 31,6 percent of the total fam
income in 1950, In 1954 poultry contributed 37.3
percer f the total fam income, Considering these
facts there is surprisingly little interest in poultry
among farmers of the county, There is no broiler in-
dustry and turkeys, he bulk of poultry income is
from laying hens,

We believe that laying hens offer a good possibility
X € ncome on grain producing farmms and part
ecords from well managed flocks bear this

We will work individually with demonstration flocks

and with farm and home development families to see that
the flocks are well managed, We will use mass infor-
mation media to try and interest other families to in~
crease size of flocks and provide better management,

shall try to change the attitude of Lancaster
s in general to poultry, encouraging them
reappraise this enterprise in the light of
recent develoments and to show that good manage-
ment of laying hens can be profitable, Three
lemonstration poultry flocks,




restry

J tht percent of Lancaster County is in woods,
The L46 farms average about forty acres in woodland,

rty-eiz

Due t C program, the program of the local pulp
nal work of the Forest Service, 3CS
farmers are more conscious of their
> e are making progress, but
e,

individually with farmers and woodland
owners to get them interested in improving the woods,
we will perate with other agencies and organizations
Irees" and similar campaigns, We will
muation media to take the story to the
e, will use method and result demonstrations
ractices, e will organize a county
b and continue to work with a forestry

on "Plar

change the attitude of the average
nd owner toward his woodland, We hope
him to look upon his woods as he would
we plan to plant 300,000 more seedlings
planting season, We plan to enroll
forty members in the forestry club, We plan to
gel ten tracts of timber disked before cutting
as we believe t s one of the best ways to
get reproduction of pines in many situations,

lub
We plan to enrol out three hundred boys and girls in
eleven 4~
amp, Short Course, County Council and

es will be continued, Club work
he schools and on a club to the

pro ject work will be on wildlife and electrification,
Farm boys and girls will carry fam projects in addition

to those projects,




We expect t

uncil to develop plans

r Rural al 4=H Club Week and Achieve-

ment Day,
Farm and
We have now hirty-one families with plans for
ms and homes, We believe that this
is a sound app } farm and home problems, In 1958 we
I ies in putting plans into operation,
start work with five new families,

development

s on an individual basis,

here, There is a need for

for the many small part time
:rmen of the area,

zlosely with the Kilmarnock Chamber of
il Menhaden plant and civic clubs to survey
help draw plans for meeting the problem,

Buildings

ing assistance to individuals on
problems building and remodeling farm structures,

£

Jooperat

enclies

intenance ] Jar meetings of ASC County
xmittee, an es for informing farmers of

ACP practice n rvices available from SCS, State Depart-
¢

ment of re ta Department of Agriculture, FHA, County
fiealth Depart t and others,

Professional Improvement

e agent will try to keep informed on the experimental work

ng done at the Warsaw Research Station, The agent will
read new bulletins, books, farm magazines and study agri-
cultural legislation so that he may pass on to Lancaster
people the best information available,
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adio - fo programes - forestry, Brucellosis, small

fruits, utlook,

News articles oultry, varieties field crops

Start one family Farm and Home Develomment, visit

four families

Visit cattle feeders

k~H meetings -~ instruction electrification, wildlife
6e Tour - poultry

February

Radio - four zrams - Brucellosis, gardening, forestry
fertilizers

News articles - fertilizer, results of cattle feeding
tart one family Farm and Home Development, visit six
amilies - check on previous plans

Fruit meeting

Dairy meeting

Lk-H meetings - instruction electrification, wildlife
Top-dress pasture demonstrations

Farmer produc tomato plants - one

orestry Club meeting

March

Chemical weed control small grains demonstrations
National 4~H Week - Council
New small fruit demonstration
Start one family Farm and Home - visit six families
1 Home
four programs - news articles
variety demonstrations - com
farmers in loecating and purchasing better sires
cresiry




April

Start one family Farm and Home Development - visit
six families
‘heck 4~H livestock projects
sheck 4~H garden projects
Check on sheep shearing school - secure person to
attend
ladio - four programs - 8 ty, water systems
News articles - safety, water systems

Farm and

Letter on Experiment Station Tour
Demonstration - planting date - soybeans
Farm storage for grain

Irench silos

Check forestry club - poisoning

w Famm Home - six established Farm and Home

) 8 Home visits
« Demonstration - post-emergence spray on com
« Japanese beetle educational program

~

3
he Visit L-H members and projects

people going to Institute

Letters on Experiment Station Tour
Check poultry demonstrations

Fam storage for grain

Trench silos




greenn se

tures (visits to livestock owners needing)

Farm and Home - six established Farm and Home
L-H members and projects

iducational
rorestry
Letter to

exhibit at fair on farm lighting and safety
club members - order seedlings
cattlemen - parasites

One new Farm and Home - six established Fam

! and Home
Planning 4~ work.

Variety demonstrations - small grains
Visit established Farm and Home

vember

program

program

home - six established farm

and home

ommcdity groups
iemonstration

and Home - six established Farm and Home
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