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Pei:tnut grouers, ::_JE'.rtic-i.l.J.<.~rly thooe ::.sinG machine-shelled seed, should 
trent t:::i.eir seecl ~Jee.nuts to }")revent seed decay, whic!'l il:l11roves stan0.s ond 
increases yields. 

Value of Seed Treatment 

Peanut gro1rers have lone avoicled the use of nac:1ine-shelled seed because 
its use generally resultec. in :;_Joor sto.nc.s. This r.ifficiilty, hO\·rever, can be 
larr,el;r overcorae b;• proper seed treatuent. Machine she:!.ling red·u.cec1- the 
coct o:·:· n>elJ.L1c b~r oTer one hc;.lf on the large Bunch and Runner v<?..rieties 
c.na_ b;r over tuo thirc<-s Jn the small pod.c1-ect varieties. Since seed treatraent 
of macl1inc-shelled seed prever"ts seea. decay, good ::itandci are assured uhen 
~oo0. seo0. is usecl. Hachine shellint; is more practical than hancl. shelling 
sL1ce tl1e latter is too laborious nnd expensive. 

Jxperiraontc in Virginia [In(. severPl other stc,tes indicf'.te t:1e desira-
bili ty of tre.'.'.ting seec!. peanuts to prevent' seed c1-eco..y anr1_ seedl.inc bliG~1ts. 
'2:her.e ct11.(',ies ·:_Joint to the need. for seed_ trec.tment rec;etrcl.less of the quc..li ty 
of tl1e seec_ or the methoL". of shellir1g, anc1 strongly euphnsize the necessity 
of tree.tine mo.chine-shelled seed. 

Whc.'"'.t to Use 

Use Aro.son, S1Jergon, or Dou 9B nt the rc..te of 3 ounces to 100 :pounds of 
shellec". seed. Plnce the -.1ennut A on n c<:'.nvas cloth 1",bout 4 X 8 feet (tight 
feecl sc..c~:s sm-m toget!ier ;re sntisfr.ctory),. Then ['.dd 3 ounces of tl~e chemi-
co.l for ec..ch 100 :pouna.s of rihelled peMuts c..nd, \"rith n rann hold,inc ench 
end. of t:1e cnnvns, roll the :pen.nuts back nnc'!. fortl1 by l'.lternatel~r rnising 
rnd louerin,j the ends of the c~nvo.s until every seed is \·rell coat eel ~·Ii th the 
c1.ust. 

Prece,utions 

Trec-.ti1::~ should 'be clone out of doors or in a \·rell-ventilnted building 
to prevent inhnling the dust. Persons working \·ri th the dust for nny length 
of tine shoulC'_ ue[l,r dry-filter a.ust mns!:s. The dusts shoulc". not be hancUed 
wi tl1 bnre ho.nets. 

Trentea_ seed should be kept O..\'Tr:xy from children cnc1. livestock encl used 
for :'}l['JltinG only. Surplus trel'.tecL seea., therefore, should be destroyed 
nnd not even solQ to oil mills. 

If :pen.nuts nre trented in n bnrrel, such as is cornlilonly used for treat-
ing seed, co.re must be tnken to turn the barrel slowly to prevent sel'ious 
crC'.cking of the seed. 
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