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TAEZAT SIZD PLANUTS 0 IMPROVE STAWD AND YIZLD

Peanut growers, »narticularly those using machine~shelled seed, should
treat their seed »neanuts to mrevent seed decay, which improves stands and
increases yields,

Value of Seed Treatment

Pecanut growers have long avoided the use of machine-shelled seed because
its use genmerally resulted in poor stands. This difficulty, however, can be
largely overcome by proper seed treatuent. Machine shelling reduced the
coct o shelliag br over one hzlf on the large Bunch and Runner varievies
end by over two thiras on the small podded varieties, Since seed treatment
of machine~shelled seed prevents seed decay, good stands are assured when
gooC. seel is used. Hachine shelling is more practical than hand shelling
since the latter is too laboriovs and evpensive,

Sxperiments in Virginia ond severcl other stotes indicnte the desire~
bility of trecting seed peanuts to prevent seed decey and seedling blights.
These ctudies moint to the need for seed trectment regardless of the quality
of the seed or the method of shelling, and strongly emphasize the necessity
of trecting mochine-shelled seed,

What to Use

Use Arcson, Spergon, or Dow 9B at the rote of 3 ounces to 100 pounds of
shelled seed. Place the neanuts on a convas cloth sbout 4 X 8 feet (tight
feed sacls sown together are satisfactory). Then add 3 ounces of the chemi-
cal for each 100 vounds of shelled pecnuts and, with o man holding each
enc. of the canvas, roll the peanuts back and forth by alternately raising
rnd lowvering the ends of the cnnvas until every seed is well coated with the
dust,

Precoutions

Trectin:; should be done out of doors or in a well-ventilated building
to prevent inhaling the dust, Persons working with the dust for ony length
of %time should wear dry-filter dust masl:s. The dusts should not be handled
witih bare hands,

Treated seed should be kept awvay from children end livestock end used
for nlanting only. Surplus treated seed, therefore, should be destroyed
and not even sold to o0il mills,

I{ peanutc are treated in a barrel, such as is commonly used for treat—
ing seed, core must be token to turn the barrel slovly to prevent serious
crocking of the seed,
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