If chenges sre not fully understood snd evelusted, snd Af

lesdership 1s not provided "y those Individuals 'netitut

vho influence rirsl 1life, then the future communties of

such as Pevhats sy sodly lsck & lot of the qualities thet are

most Cesire wertled,




In sddition to the femilies “sterted” snd “worked with "
in fers (nd bome develop ent ss reported sbove, seventesn form
fomilies vere sspioted in ldemtifying, snelysing «nd solving
conplex inter relsted problesms of the firm, but did net develop
& total for d heme ;lan.

VIiI. Bwalustion of Yesr's Werk sad Trends:

1959 may be considered s successful yeer ss far as Extension
vork is concerned in Fowheten County. pumber of the gosls, e»
set forth in the "long Time Flan® mey b loocked upon er being
ome yesr nesrer completion,

Significant chenges are rapidly teking place in sgriculture.
A numbe: of smell inefficlent farms are going out of business.
Sowe of the lirger, more officient farme are expending, by either

buying or lessing additions]l lard., Many scres of idle land lave

been cleared and put beck in preduction. n the other hend man
i j

seree are belng shendoned end «llowed to go wp in brush snd trees.
A nmber of scres of here to fore eropland sre Leing uwed for
other purposes. Two or three large housing developments heve ‘een
started in the county, snc it may be thet this is Just & deginning
of & bi; ehange in that direction,

These fast and persscent chenges meens thet the Ixteusion
rogren (lanning will bhave to change to meet new needs os they
arise. ‘uestions snd requests for help on landsceps problems sre on

the inereuse,
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cammunity club were trained in the funetions of esch offiecer.

An schievement program wes held om this progrsm - Mr. V. R.
Turner of the State 4~H staff was the chief speaker. Awerds ond
medals vere prescnted to outstanding 4~H members for their 4-H
achievements.

Bsch of the clubs held » community pienic during the sumer.

In view of the pest yeer's work it is belleved thet the
4=H progrem in the county cer best be stremngthened by concentreting
on community clube sltogether , rether then meet the clubs in
school., It hes certeinly been established, in this county et
least, thet the best quality 4~H club schievements can be
sccomplished tirough community clubs.

Farm «nd Home Devel pment -

The extension work in Powheten county on the Ferm snd Home
Develotment program (ss such) hes been pertly reported elsevhere
in this report, but for the seke of sSatisticel fects tLhe
fo lowing figures sre estimsted.

Pifteen nev fanilies were sturted in the Ferm and fome
Development progrem this year. This with e previous total meke »

tventy-nine femiiles vorked with this yesr. Twenty of Lhese

femilies with whom Extension had 1ittle or no previous contsct,

Fifteen sre families with lov incomes, end twelve are families
vho ere consid red pert time furmers.

It is estimeted thet ten of these twenty-nine femilies who
have resched the point thet they could go on with their ferm end

home development work without specisl extension cssistance.
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The methods to be used were:

1. BEaroll entire 4th grade in 4~H Club.

2, Work with boys on individusl club projects.

3. Coech 4{~H members who will compete 1. the District Contests.

The Bducetional sctivities to include:

1. Newspeper stories om outstending project work.

2, Have i~} members meke end enter floets in seven county
4=H perede,

Sixty-four boys were enrolled in fowr community elubs in 1959,
These club met montnly om & coumunity basis after school, ususlly
in the home of ome of the lesders., Two of these clubs earried
coumunity projects in sddition to their individusl projects. The
Jefferson Club cerried "Forestry® snd the Flat Rock club cerried
Megeteble G riening®,

These sixty-four boys cerried sixty-eight projects. Forty-

elght of these boys completed fifty-two projects. Fifteen boys

completed the garden project., Kleven boys completed the forestry
project, three completed in poultry, eight in dairy, five in beef,
8ix in swine, snd 4 in home grounds beautificstion.

The 4~H clubs froe the county were represented st the Distriet
contest by the following members - Robin Lester and Gene Welton
on egg greding; 1. B, Wilson, Jim y Wilson end Mesux Thernton
made up the dairy judging tesm from the county.

A meeting of the county couneil wes held, snd county 4eH plans

were made. Also st this council meeting, the officers of esch
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were exhibited 't the county fsir. Bobby Rouse won first ribben
with his record boek snd wes thus declared the county winner
in the forestry project.

Twe locsl voluntery lesders sssisted the county sgent in
making one hundred seventy-five personsl contects individuslly or
through meetings on forestry. It is estimsted thet forty-five
different farmers sud other individusls vere sscisted directly
or indirectly to sdopl recommended forestry prectices.

(ne bundred snd twenty-elght thousand pine seedlings were
ordered from the Virginia Forest Service in 1959, This nuber does
not include those trees set out by big lend compenies who plant
from their own (2ursseries

VI. 4~ Club Werk

The 1959 Plen of Work sets forth the following under "goals®

for 4~H club work in Powhstan county:

1. Incresse meubership to 60 beys.

2. Improve quelity of verk.

J« To teke part in contests on the District besis.

4+ Supervise on the farm projects.

5. Hold snnusl schievement day program.

6. Otserve Nationsl 4~H Club week

7. Kold snouel meeting of County Counell.

8. Heve (~H members attend summer camp, snd the short

couwrse st V.F.1.
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To have one 4~! Club teke e forestry project on & conmunity besis.

To plant more pine seedlings.

To wse the services of the Virinis Forest Service

To merket timber more econcmicelly

The methods to be used vere listed as follows:
1. Meet wvith the forestry comuittee and V.i .l. FPorestry specislists
for planning.
2, To supervise tie forestry project for the Jefferson Sr.
4=H Club.
3. Twrough farnm visits snd other mesns of communicstion, point
out to individusls the value of uwsing the services of the Vir inie
Forest Jervice.
4. Through the soil benk and other govermment aid plaut more pine
soedlings.

The educetional setivities were to include:

1. Visits to good forest demonstrations in connection with
general fors towrs.

2, fave forestry exhibits at the local fair.

3. Cenduet field trip for the 4-H Club members for the purpose

of tree identificetion snd forestry sppreciation,

Eleven 4~I! boys completed the Parest Apprecistion I
"Introduetion to Forestry Freject”.

These boys vith the able sssistance of their lesder cerried
out in detail all of the requirements for sstisfactory completion

of this project. Their project books slong with foreetry posters
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The County Agent with iho sssistence of four local lesders
contacted a total of one hundred snd thirty-five individusls
either personally or tirough meetings on some phase of beef cattle
production, One hundred and thi- jy-five were ss isted directly or
indirectly to sdopt recoum nded practices.

There are & score or more commercisl swine producers, snd
slmost every self susteining farm ;roduces s pig or mere for home
use.

E. M, Welton "Hemwall Ferss® in this county has one of the
most modern swine breeding establihbments in the state, Scotiy
Wlton, & 4-H member captured tiree blue ribbons and two reserve
championship ribbons st the State Fair tids fall - E. M. Welten
consigned & truck losd of fifty pige te the first Kichmond Feeder
plg sele, Forty-nine of these pigs went out of the grading ring
vesring & spet of blue on 1ts beck. The one and last pig came
out with & red spot, This means thet forty-nine out of fifty
were graded in the tep grade, vith the one plg going se low as
the second grade,

Demonstretions on castrating, worming snd weccinetling of
svine vere conducted on the farms of:

1. Cherlie Hogg - Fine Creek

2. R. J. lester - Ballsville

St. Bama' Industrial School = Roek Castle

D. Yorestry

The forestry cormittee set the following as the 1959 goals




The educeations] sctivities to inelvde livestock exhdbits
8t the locel falr in both adult snd 4=H clesses snd exhibits of
4~H steers and beifers st the Stete Pair snd Speing © how,

The beef cettle industry in the count; is expand ng ~ one
of our grede i milk producery has changed to the production of
beef, The number of celves sold through the spring end fsll seles
hes been increesing from yeer to yesr., For the first time, this
fell, & yeerling ssle wee held in the Nichmond ares, Something
over 100 yeerlings from Povhatan county went through this sele.

A fov beef cattle can be found on most of the county ferms,
Most of these are coumercisl herds, although there sre six

pure bred establisiments, snd two fermers who feed out stears,

T_“o County Agent spent considersble time during the pest

yoer vorking on scame phese of beef csttle production. This work
includes demonstrations on the following:
1. Ceetrating bull celves
2. Deberning cslves
3. Interns]l snd externsl parssite control
4. Vaccinating for black leg end shippemgfever
These demonstrsotions were conducted on the following farme:
1. R, C. Goodwin - Povhetan, Virgl nias
2, St. Bwa's Industrial School - Rock Castle
3. M. J. Mchaux - Micheux, Virginia
4« E. Strudviek - Fine Creek, Va.

5. Lee Palmere - Povhetean, Va,
6. Jsmes K. Tilman, Fine Creek, Va.
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of the county ferm income is from this souwrce. Most of this
income is from beef cettle. There cre very fay bogs produced
cammereielly, end precticelly no sheep,

The livestoek coumittee sssisted the Extension spent in
setting up the following plan of work for 1999. The conmittee
listed the problems as follows.

1. More feeder celves could be marketed to sdventage
through ergsnized feeder celf seles.

2. Too meny beef cottle producers sre using un-registered
and inferior sires.

3+ leck of good mensgement on the following pheses of
beef cattle production.

Castrating

De.orning

Disesse control

Lack of abundent improved pestures, and sources
of winter forsges.

The methods to be used on beef cattle problems vere:

le Aseist cettlemen in produci g celves thet will qualify
for the feeder seles.

2. Conduet demonstrations on eastrating, dehorning,

waccinating, and paresite contreol in esch community in the county.

3. Distridbute beef cattle informetion to fermers snd 4=

H Club meubers,
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Bight voluntary loca) lesders sssisted the County Agent in

contecting 120 county fermers on sowe subject of Deiry Sclence.

It 12 estimeted that one hwndred snd fifteen different farmers

end other individuels were sssisted directly or indirectly teo

sdopt recoomended practices. Eighty-five of these farners were
assisted in some phase of mensgement, Fifty-five vere assisted
wvith selections snd treeding, forty with feeding, snd eighty-five
were aseisted with control messures for both externsl snd in-ternal
peresites.

In the light of the year's work in Dairy Science, snd considering
the merkets and trends, it is feltthet the progrem csn best be
strengthened by concontreted work slong laber seving devices.

Too meny of our deirymen are still using the old eonventional

bern, snd carrying the milk to the milk room, A number sre still
using cans instead of bulk tenks. Fortumately the Riclmond market
wvill pot accept milk in cans after February next yesr.

Next to labor saving devices, the dairy comities fo.t that
the most isportent problem was he: lth within the individuel
berd, and the most serious fector of this problem was mastistis.

An intensive progran will be innsugreted slong this line in 1960,
C. Livestoek

Second to de 'rying, the livestock industry is nesxt in

economic importsnce in Povhstsn county. Approximetely 20% of the
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ne outstan!ing Sairy sceomplishment this yeer was the records
made by two purebred guernseys inm the herd of Mr. C. N, Klam, Both
of these cows were made Nations) Chemplons by clas: lesding
production records made in 1959, Mr. Elam's herd vill aversge over
570 1bs. of butterfst Lhis year.

Ouwr sssocistion hes ten cows vith & lifetise record of over
100,000 pounds of milk,

The Artifieisl Preedi g progrem is nov in its tenth yeer.

ve
Something over 2,000 cows will bred in this menner this yrar,

Not all of this number is in Povheten county, hovever, The
besdgquerters of the “"Centrsl " Breoding /scoclation is loested

in Powhaten eomt;7| eetimated by the technicisn that tw-thirds of
the totel nwmber of cows bred .11l come from Fowhatan County. The
resainder will come frow sdjoining counties of Amelis, Gooc land,
Cumberlsrd snd Chesterfield. Meny of the county herds sre made

up entirely of ertificelly bred cows.

During the pest two yesrs the county sgent hes used Lhe
faeilities of his office in meking srrengements Letween cattle
owners snd veterinarisns on the "Bang Testing Progrem”, This
county went on "sres testing® in July 1958, snd 1s nov Just shoutte
become an scereditéd county. This pro rsn slse includes

vaccinating hiefer calves for Bangs snd testing for 1.8,




are planned ss follows:

1. Dst ibute educations) dairy meterisl to county deirymen
and 4(=H members.

2. Individusl visite to county dairy ferms end 4~H deiry
projects for the purpose of sesisting with dairy provlems.

3. Menthly D.H.I.A., susmary sheets L. be sent to all

~
memiers of Lhé ssocistion,

4. BExhibit deiry cattle in both the sdult and 4~H classes
st the state and loesl feirs,

5. Use redio, press, circular letters ete. to distribute
educstional informetion om deirying.

The County Deiry Herd Inprovement Associetion is nov completing
its thirteenth yeer. There sre twenty herd® in this sssocistion,
twenty-one in Powhaten and one in esch of the counties of
Cumberland snd Goochlsnd.

The County Agent has used these herds with their records
a8 demonstration herds in good feeding, msnapement, and record
kesping. A herd snslysis meeting wes held early in the year,
at videh time ‘he county agent went over Lhe records with the
individue]l herd ownere. The averspye pounds of butter fat end milk
in these herds hes shown considersble incresse from yeer to yeasr,
demonstrating the need for keeping good records on esch
individusl cow, snd using these records, not only in eulling

the herds bwt in the selection of replscement hiefers.




srtificelly this yesr.
From a nmumber of long time gosls in deirying, Lhe coumittee
selected the following as goals for 'he yesr 1959

1. To continue D./.1.A., snd use the records of such hers
to better advantege, in culling, feeding, and other mansgenent
probless.

To incresse the number of cows bred artificelly.

3. To supervise 4~f Club members im their project work with
deiry heifers, dairy cows, and deiry herds.

The dairy committee felt thet the following were outstanding
problens in dairying:

1. The records of the D.H.I.A. were not being used by the
members to the best advantage.

2., More deiry cettle owners in the county should take
adventege of the Artificlasl Breeding program.

3. 4~H Deiry Club members nceded more supervision with
their prejects from the Extension werker, thelir parents and leaders.

The methods to be used in over-coming these problems are
listed am:

1. Fold an sonus snsalysis meeting for the members of the
D.H.1.A.

2. Demonstrs . ions end tours to dairy herds for Lhe purpose
of showing t o adventages of using the service of the Artificial
ireeding [rogrem,

3, Have fitiing snd showing elinie for both sdult snd

4=H members.

The Education sctivities in connection with the Extension Dairy
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with their vegetsble axhibits st the lecal commty feir.
In the light of this past yesr sgronemy Extension werk, it
is felt thet next yeer's wvork csn be stremgthened by more commumity
demcnstre‘ions on sgronomy prectices such as:
1. Mere genersl use of the soll testing service
of the V.P.I. Agronoay depertment,
2. Incressed use of fertilizer, certainly om »ll
erops grown vith the pessible exception of tobecce.
J. The value of precticing rotating gresing on our
dairy end beef cettle furms.
B. Duirying
The dairy cows brings mere net profit into the county then
any other farm enterprize, im fact were then all other farm enter-
proses combined. It should neturally follow thet the Extension
Agent spent & yood percentaze of his time on Deiry Sclence.
Povhatan County sults itself well to deirying. Ve are close
enough to both Richmend and Norfolk to enjoy the sdventages of these
markets. PFowvhaten County hes one of the strongest D.H.1.A.'s

in the state. At lesst six °F the county D.H.I.A, members will

complete their years testing progremuith s butter fat aversge of

over 500 lbe.
Fowhaten dairy esttle owners heve & good strong Artificisl
Breeding issocistion. Something over 2000 cows wvill be bred

ertificially this year.
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With the sseistance of four local voluntery leeders, the
County Agent made 1°5 contsets irdividuelly or throug} neetings
on eome phase of the production of hay and pasture. Six Ly ~five
of these farmers vere assisted dir etly or indirectly to adept
regommended prectices,

Seventy-five county fermers were sssisted in the produetion
and sele of tobacco. The use of the right verieties and strains
bave becom- ineressingly impertant in the past two years. The
totel tobacco allotment to fermers in Powhaten 1s relatively small,
and vhile this sllotoent 1n broken down into all types of tobececo
grown in Virginia, 1t is ve Y impertent to the furuers vho
bold these sllotment to meke the most, not only in quanity but
also quality,

Sixty-five county families were assisted in some phase of

vegetable gardening. M nthly garden letters, glving timely tips

vere sent out from the County Agent's office to interested fanilies.
One 4~H Club - the Flet Rock club toek vegetables gerdening as a
club project. Pifteen of these boys completed yroject book nec.l
in & very setisfsctory manner.

Thirty-five cowty fern families vere essisted in the use
of improved s-ed verieties, use of fertiliser, snd the ontrol

of insects snd disesses,

The County Agent sseisted seversl foru familles, end 4eHl nexbers
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groving sesson has been ideal. Above sversge crop have boen
harvested in smell grain, corn, tebsceo, hay snd pestures.

Democnstretions on sgronowy prectices were set up on the
following county ferus:

Corn iytrid V.P.1. 639 - Lee FPalmore, Powhetan, Virginia
Sucker Control Tobseco - W. T. Nichols, Fowhstan, Virginia
Alfelfs weed control - K. J. lester, Ballsville, Virginia

Two tows were concucted to the corn demenstration on the farm
of lee Paluore. One in August and snother in Uctober, Théee tours
were attended by twenly county farmers.

The sucker control demonstration wes visited three times
by the County; Agent, und observstion were mede.

The slfalfs wveed control demonstretion was visited a number
of times by the Extension Agent, along with other alfalfa
producing county fermers.

The County Agent with the sssistence of six voluntary local
leeders made & total of sixty-tires contacts wvith farmers on ssall
grein crops. Forty-five farmers were sssisted directly or in-
directly to adopt recousended prsctices on this phase of ferming.

Forty-five farmers were sssisted with some phase of production.

This includes use of fertilider, use of lmproved verieties end

r
|>-1u, harvesting, storing, curing, snd efficient work methods.
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The agronomy committee felt thet the following were the
sgronomy problems to be tackled in 19499,

1. The control of insects, disesss and weeds ir forsge crope.

2. The need for more acresge of alfslfs and izproved pastures.

3. leck of use of the seil testing service, poor soil
sampling, and inecorrect use of fertilizer and lime.

The methods to be ured on these problems are as follows:

1. Demonstretions on

8. Alfelfs weevil control

b. Chickweed contrel in slfelfs

¢. Conduet county vide odlage producing contest,

2. Demonstretions on deeding alfelfe and improved pesturs.
3. IEncoursge land owners to use the soil testing fecilities,
end to submit proper samples.
The Educatione) Activities to ineludes
1. Agrovomy tours to slfelfs end pesture flelds where
epproved practices sre being cerried out,
News stories on outetanding agronomy sccomplishments,

Agronomy exhibite at loesl feirs by farmers and 4-H Club

Give informstion en approved sgronomy prectices through
Beetings, pross, redie, circulsr letters and individual ferm visits.
1959 hes been & good erop producing yesr for Powheten furmers

with the exception of two brief dry spell in July and August, the
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and working toward solutieoms. 7To bring these committees or
representetives together ss the Agricultursl Extension Boerd, for
the purpose of evelusting sccomplishments and further planning.

The commodity coumittess have been setive in plenning, end
assisting the Extension Agent with the county program. The
dairy committee hes sssisted with educstional Informstion having
to do with bulk tank snc pipe line imstellatioms. This comittee
hes slso sssisted with the operations of the D.H.I.A. and with
the Artificial Breeding program.

The Livestock committee hes assisted the Extension igent in
the selection and selling feeder calves at both the spring
end fall sele. This coumittee also sssisted with & yearling sele,
and vith a feeder pig sale.

The Agronomy coumittee has sssisted the Extension Agent
vith & (1) corn Hyurid demenstration (2) e forege contest,
(3) demenstretions on insect contrel on elfalfs, chickweed contrel
on slfelfs, snd with towrs to these demonstrstions.

The Forestry committee hes sssisted the Extension Agent in

(1) tree planting demonstrations, (2) thinning snd eulling

dencnstrations, snd scted in sn sdvisory cepacity for s 4~/ Club
whose members vere taking "Forestry" se s club project.
Froject Activities:

A. Agronomy
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IV. Description of County Organizstiomn
As for ss Extension vork is concerned, the county sgent's
progrem is planced, snd executed vith the sssistance of comodity
committees. The sctive orgenised connittees sre 1. Dairy, 2. livestock,
3. AMgronomy, end L. Forestry.
The County Extension progran, roughly, revolves sround the
following projects:
1. Deirying
2. Ldvestock
a, DBeef Cattle
b. OSwine
e. Foultry
Agronamy
8., Alfalfa
b. Corn
1. For grain
2. For sllage
Tobecco
Pastures
Smell grein
4. Forestry
5. 4~i Clubs

According to the 1959 "Plan of Work - the gosl wes to use

these comedity commitees 1. snelysing the problems, planning,
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mdllion snd held dollars worth of farm products are scld snnuelly.
Next to dairying, the livestock industry would rete second in
economic importence. Scmething over $250,000 is reelisze snnuslly
by the county farmers from this source.
Third in economic importance would be poultry snd ite products.
Over $200,000 wvorth of poultry producte ere sold snnuslly.
Feld crops sold include sll types of tobecece, corn, smsll
grel; and some hay.
The climste of the county is temperate. The winters cre
not severe, slthough occasional snow cen be expected from December
to April. The summers sre moderstely long, with hot days
during the months of July snd August. The spring snd fell vesther
is cool end plessent. An average of 195 frost free days con be
expected snnuslly. Forty te ferty-five inches of rainfall
can be expected ennuslly. This is ususlly distributed through
out the yeer. The water supply 1s sdequate and of pood quality.
Of the 599 ferms in the county, meny ere clessified as
being pert tise ferms. These fuorms are opersted by peeple vhe
receive ¢ part of their total incaome from sources other then
agriculture., Many of the county resicents co ~ute to Lhe Kychmend
ares deily. Others suypplesent their income by working in the county

et service stations, stores, sewmills, end on Lhe State Myghways.

Business establisitments, consists of & benk, genersl stores,

service stations, garsges, electrice) spplisnces and farm supplies.




I11. Type of Agriculture

Povhatan County ie locsted in the east central Pledmont
section of the state. The county is smsll in srea (270 sq. miles),
with same 60 -65% of this total sree in woodland or grown up
ebendoned form land.

Fowbatan 1# one of the small Virginis counties. It i
bounded on the north by the James river which seperates the county
from Goochland - on the south is the Appemsttex river which flows
between Fowhsten nd Anelis. On the west 1s the county of Cumberland
and on the essst - Chesterfield.

The county sest, (Povhsatan Court House) 1s locsted in the
center of Lhe county, just off U.5. route & which runs esst and
wvest through Lhe center of Lhe county.

The soils of the county are typical of the soils of Pledmont
Virginia. Cecil fine sendy loam 1s the soil thet shows up mest
frequently on those county furms where a soll survey has been made.
The soils of the county ere well adapted to the production of erops
such a8 alfslfa, other hay, pesture, small greine snd tobscco.

Dairying is the chief source of furm income. More net inceme
is from this source then «l]l other ferm enterpriszes combined.

According to the last census report (1954) there were 599 farms

in the county. Thess flgures include the negro farmers, The averspge

8ize of the ferms is 156 scres. On these farms, spiroximstely a
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