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An invitation to join the Inclusive VT 
Advisory Community 

Please join in expanding the impact of Inclusive VT! 
Individuals and groups dedicated to advancing Virginia 
Tech's inclusion and diversity efforts, especially those 
currently engaged in programs, services, and advocacy. are 
invited to a working session on March 5 from 3-5 p.m. in 
Owens Banquet Room to help launch the lnclusiveVT 
Adviso1y Community. The event will be livestreamed, with 
more-information available closer to the session on the 
lnclusiveVT website at: www.inclusive.vt.edu. 

The Advisory Community will be comprised of individuals 
and groups across the university community who bring unique 
perspectives to Inclusive VT and self-identify as being active, 
intentional, and engaged members in the i.nclusion efforts of 
Virginia Tech. The group will provide feedback to the 
President's Inclusion and Diversity Executive Council and 
university leadership on initiatives and other inclusion and 
diversity efforts. All are welcome! 

The Inclusive VT work continues and progress is ongoing 
so please plan to be there on March 5. To assist with logistics 
for the session, register at 
www.virginiatech.qualtrics.comzife/form/SV _3jC3QHJNsleB 
dPv. 

Become an official weather spotter 
Help protect your community by becoming an official 

Skywarn spotter for the National Weather Service. Reports of 
severe weather from trained Skywarn spotters help the 
National Weather Service issues life-saving warnings for 
tornadoes, severe thunderstorms and flash flooding. 

The Office of Emergency Management and the National 
Weather Service Office are sponsoring a Basic Skywarn 
Spotter Class on Tuesday March 17 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The 
training will be held in the Cascades Room at the Inn at 
Virginia Tech. 
A meteorologist from the National Weather Service will 

discuss how volunteer Skywarn Spotters can help provide 
timely and accurate warning to the public when severe 
weather threatens our area. Discussion topics include 
characteristics of severe thunderstorms, storm safety tips, and 
reporting criteria/procedures. 

The class is free and open to the public. Registration is not 
necessary. 

Visitwww.nws.noaa.gov/skywarn/for more information 
about the Skywarn program. 

For more information contact the Office of Emergency 
Management at 540-231-2438. 

Register for Bike, Bus, and Walk 
program 

Faculty, staff, and students who use alternative 
transportation as their primary means of commuting to 

campus can register for the Bike, Bus. and Walk program and 
get discounted parking permits and access to an emergency 
ride home service. 

Participants in the program receive I 5 daily parking permits 
per semester with the option to purchase additional daily 
permits. In addition, participants can get a ride to their vehicle 
or local residence in case ofan emergency. This service is 
available for Blacksburg campus participants Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Participants are not eligible to purchase regular semester or 
yearly parking permits while they are registered with the 
program. 

Faculty and staff members must have an on-campus office 
address lo register for the Bike. Bus. and Walk program. 

Registration for the Bike, Bus, and Walk program can be 
done at the Parking and Transportation office at 605 Research 
Cenler Dr. 

For more infonnatioi1 contact Debby Freed at 540-231-0248 
or visit www.tcs.vt.edu/alternative/cap.asp#bbw. 

Blacksburg Transit discussion at 
Town Gown meeting 

Blacksburg Transit bus service in and around Virginia Tech 
and the surrounding community is the topic of February's 
Town Gown meeting. Students, staff, faculty and area 
residents nre im ited to attend the forum, held February 26, 
2015 from 6 p.m. to 7: 30 p.m. in the Great Room of Ambler 
Johnston Hall on the Virginia Tech campus. Blacksburg town 
ofticials, Blacksburg Transit leaders and Virginia Tech 
administration will be on hand to answer questions and take 
comments. 

Town Gown meetings are held monthly during the 
academic year. They focus on a wide variety of topics 
involving students, the university and relations with the Town 
of Blacksburg and surrounding communities. The sessions are 
moderated by Frank Shushok, Jr., Senior Associate Vice 
President for Student Affairs at Virginia Tech and Steven 
Ross, Blacksburg Deputy Town Manager. 

For more information, contact Bill Foy (540) 231-5258 or 
fwill55@vt.edu. 

Virginia Tech joins the National 
Center for Faculty Development and 
Diversity 

Virginia Tech is now an institutional member of the 
National Center for Faculty Development and Diversity. 

The independent center provides professional development, 
training, and mentorship oppo1tunities to more than 65,000 
members representing colleges and universities in the United 
States. The center focuses on helping faculty, pa1ticularly 
underrepresented faculty, successfully make the transition 
from graduate student to professor. 
• As an institutional member since Feb. I 6. graduate 
students, post-doctoral associates, and faculty members from 
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all ranks can enroll in a free sub-acco unt membe rship to get access 
to the center's onlin e resources which include web inars. multi-week 
courses. discuss ion forums. acco untability matches. and career 
center. among others. Resources focus on increas ing produ ctivity, 
time management. mainta ini11g wor k-life balance, reso lving 
conflict, persona l organizat ions, and cultivating mentors. sponsors , 
and co llaborators. 

A ll faculty members at V irginia Tech are able to crea te an 
accoun t to access the center's online resources. Jnformatio n abou t 
this benefit and how to sign up is posted on the Office of the Senior 
Vice Pres ident and P rovos f s website at 
www .provos t.vt.edu/fac u lty _affa irs/ faculty_ deve lopment/(aculty_ d 
eve lopment_ main.html. 

Membership in the Nat ional Ce nter for Faculty Deve lopment and 
Diversity is one of the lllclusiveVT initiatives put forward by the 
Office of the Senior V ice Pres ident and Provos t. Inc lusive VT is the 
new model to advance inclusion and diversity efforts at the 
tmive rsity . The approach required every senior leader to sub mit at 
least three initiatives within their area of responsibility. Each 
initiat ive was made public in order to hold leade rs accountab le for 
progress . 

Veterinary students to offer Community 
Dog Wash March 7 

Stude nts at the Virginia-Maryland College ofVe terina1y 
Medic ine will hold their biannual Communit y Dog Wash from 8 
a.111. to 3 p.111. March 7 on the Virginia Tec h campus. 

The dog wash w ill be he ld at the rear of the veterinary co llege 
complex on 245 Duck Pond Drive. on tbe side closest to Sout hga te 
Drive. Signs on Southgate Drive and Duck Pon d Dri ve will guide 
participants to the eve nt. 

Presented by Doc tor ofVe terina1y Medic ine (DVM) students 
enroll ed in the co llege. the dog wash is always a popular 
communi ty event. T he cos t is $ 10. and for an additiona l $5, 
cus tomers can have the ir dogs' na ils trimmed and ears cleaned. 

Anim als will be washed on a first-come. first-served bas is. and 
no appointments are necessary . Dogs will be was hed while owners 
wa it. Dogs must be on a leas h and be at least 5 months old with 
current vacc inations. 

The dog wash is sponsored by the DVM Class of 2018 and the 
Student Chapter of the American Veterinary Medica l Assoc iation. a 
profess ional organization for DVM students. 

For mor e informati on email Joshua Peters at j rpct89@vt.ed u or 
Samanth a Mines at smines0 l@vt.edu. 

Blacksburg Transit rides free to 
faculty/staff with Hokie Passport 

Look ing for a way to get to you next meeting, or run an errand , 
without giving up your parking spot? 

Virginia Tec h employees may ride the BT, B lacksb urg Transit, 
for free, j ust by showing the driver their Hoki e Passport ID when 
board ing. 

The BT has a variety of routes with service in Blacksburg and 
Christiansburg. 

Durin g the fall and spr ing semesters, all routes are in opera tion 
with mult iple buses operating on eac h route ty pica lly eveJ)' I 0- 15 
minut es. At times when students are on breaks (winter. sprin g, 
summer, fall) one bus ope rates on each route, providing 30 minu te 
to hourl y service. Occas iona lly. some routes may be comb ined or 
will not ope rate durin g reduced service. 
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Tbe BT a lso offe rs ga me day serv ice for footba ll games and 
basketba ll ga mes . A full listing of sched ules and maps is ava ilabl.e 
online at www .blacks burg.g ov/l ndex.as px?page=885. 

For additional questions about the Hok ie Passport card. call 540-
23 1-512 1. For quest ions or com ments ca ll 540-96 1-1185. 

New leave reporting system will impact 
all salar ied employees 

All sa laried employees w ill be asked to beg-in using a new leave 
repor ting too l in .July, beg inning with leave period 6.The system is 
currently being deve loped and w ill be piloted in May w ith a handful 
of departments. 

Features of the new sys tem include an upd!ll'ed inter face. flex ible 
routing, and a pap erless process tha t incorpora tes the hours and time 
worked rep oi1 (P-128) . 

Online tutoria ls and in-pe rson tra ining classes will be ava ilab le this 
spring/summ er. 

The current Leave Enll) ' and Repor ting Web System was launched 
in 1998. 

For more information contact the H uman Resources Serv ice 
Center at 540 -23 1-933 1. 

Important safety information about 
university telephones 

Two important safety tips the university comm unity should know 
about campus telephones: 

- The vas t maj ority of the Avaya telephones in unive rsity of fices 
re ly on building electrical power and the university·s data netwo rk. 
and will not work during networ k or powe r outages. If you need 
more inform at ion about telephones that ope rate independently of 
building electricit)', please contact Network Infras tructure and 
Serv ices . 

- There is an address (roo m, building, and street) assoc iated wi th 
eac h te lep hone. Th at address is provided to emerge ncy responde rs 
and must be kept up to date. Mov ing or installing phones yo urse lf 
ca n lead to incorrect information. To ens ure acc uracy. please co ntac t 
Network l nfras tructure and Services to place orde rs to insta ll or 
move te lephones. 

For more informat ion contact Ne twork lnfras tructure and Services 
at 540-23 1-6460. 

Learn how to repair, maintain bicycles 
Em ployees are invited to partic ipate in bicyc le repair and 

maintenance workshops hosted by the Hok ie Bike Hub. 
- Daily fix-a-fla t classes are he ld at noon. Monday through Friday. 

- General maintenance workshops are he ld Mondays and 
Thursdays at 2:30 p.m. These workshops will cover skills ranging 
from when and how to oil a cha in, shi fting and braking adjustments, 
to whee l tru ing and other repa irs. 

Spec ific c lass themes will be posted at 
www.facebook.co m/pagesNi rginia-Tech-Hok ie-Bike­
Hub/220496 888 12 I I 96?ref-=hl throughout the semes ter. 

Virginia Tech Ne ws is pub lished weekly during fall and spr ing 
semester and bimonthly during the summer sess ions, by the 
Department of Human Resou rces and the Office of University 
Relations as a serv ice to university employees who do not have 
computer access on campus. For more information, or to discuss 
submission of items call 540-23 l -7643. 

Virginia Tech does not discriminate against employees, students, or appllcants on the basis of race, color, gender, sexual orientation, disability,age, veteran status, national origin, religion, or political affiliation. Anyone 
having questions concerning discrimination or accessibility regarding the programs described In this newspaper should contact the Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Office: 540 -231-7500 (v), 540-231-9460 (TTY). 


