ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

COUNTY
EXTENSION
WORK

Virginia Agricultural Extension Service

JOHN B. WHITEHEAD
Name

COUNTY

l"l'lo

HUGHES C. SWALIN

Assistant Agent
Assistant ‘.'.', &

Assistant Agent County




NELSON COUNTY

ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

1958




CONTENTS

County Organisation

Froject Activities,
Ae Agronomy . . .
Mvestosk. , .
Daldry « « ¢ 0 00 0
lorticulture . . .
Foultry. « « «
F. & Clud Work. . .
riculture ingineering
lducational Activities

Conclusion .




COUNTY ORGAIIZATION

The County Board of Agriculture is the governing body of the
Extension work in the county. The Chairman of each of the
project committees constitutes the Board's executive committee
and all members of the various cosmittees are members of the
County Board.

In 1958, the Board did not hold a meeting of all members,
Three of tne commodity committees - Agronemy, Livestoek and
Horticulture - met and set up goals for 1958 and also long time
goals.

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

A. Agronowmy

The Agronomy Committee after receiving valuable
information in regard to the crops and yields in the county
set up the following goals for 1958.

(1) Corn Contest
Fasture Contest
Forestry Contest
Farm Tour
Cooperate with the Nelson County Chamber of Commerce
in celebrating Nelson County Deay May 9, 10 and 11.

\t the same time that the above yearly goals were set
the Committee worked out a lomg range program,

(1) Pasture be improved to the extent that esch animal
unit will be able to receive enough gress from three
seres instead of 3.6 scres which is the presert require-
ments.,

(2) Hay and silage yields be increased so that four acres
will furnish the requirements for each animal unit instead
of 4.8 acres.

(3) Froduction of alfalfa per scre be inereased from 1.6
tons per acre (average for the county) to three tons per
acre.

(4) 500 acres of idle land per year be planted to forest
trees for the next 5 years.
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In setting up the yearly goals the Committee took
into consideration the following:

1. The yleld of corn in the county needs to be increased
per bushel per acre and it can be growm much cheaper where
a large yield is produced,

By continuing the Corn Contest the farmers are stimulated
and encouraged to carry out the practices that will produce
more bushels per acre,

2, The livestock numbers in the county has increased almost
double in the last six years and the cheapest feed that can
be raised is pasture.

\ competitive contest stimulates the farmers to improve
their pastures,

3. The large number of idle acres of land not suited for
crops and pasture needs to be planted to forest trees.

be A Farm Tour is one of the best methods of showing other
farmers in the county how & demonstration is carried out
and how the farmer has profited by this project.

5. Nelson County is still an agricultural county and it is
only fitting that the ixtension Service through the Agronomy
Committee should cooperate in every way in celebrating
Nelson County Day, May 9th, 10th and 1llth,

Three of the five above goals were successfully
carried out,

Twenty adult farmers, one FFA member and one 4~H Club
member - total 22 - signed up in the Corn Comtest. Four
wdults falled to complete the Contest.

In the Pasture Contest eighteen signed up and seven~
teen completed.

Ine checking of the corn ylelds and the scoring of the
pastures was carried out by the farmers working in cooper-
ation with the Extension Agents. A real educational
program was put on in training these fammers to make these
checks and do the scoring. This was real Extension work.

In connection with these two contests, the 5CS con-
ducted a Wildlife Food Patch Comtest. The anmual meeting
to honor those who were winners in these three contests
was held and considered a great success. Two hundred and
8ix people attended this get-together,
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This meeting has been pronounced a most outstanding
one. For the reason that a most cutstanding speaker
was heard, who told us about the conditioms in Russia
and how we should be on the alert to observe Russia's
progress. This outstanding man was Dr, W, Horsley
Jantt, & native and a present landowner in Nelson
County. He is connected with Johns Hopkins Hospital
in Baltimore, Maryland.

Corn and Pasture Contests in connection with the
loving Cups were to run five years. 1958 was the fifth
yoar and in addition to a 1958 Corn and Pasture King
being crowned, the permanent owners of Lhe cups were
sonounced and recogniszed, This created umusual interest.

It is imteresting to note that the three contests
above were carried out cooperatively by the 5C3, ASC and
the Extension Service. These agencies were asasisted
by seven organisations. In addition, twenty-seven
individuals helped with these contests. This is con-
sidered cooperation of the first order.

Due to unavoldable circumstances tLhe |
Committee was not able to conduet the Forestry Contest
and take part in the Nelson County Day Celebration.
However, in connection with the forestry work, 518,000
seedlings were planted and a most outstanding projeet
of chestnut tree plantings was begun, The Extension
Service with the unlimited cooperstion of the Virginia
Forestry Service and our County Fire Warden, Nr. W,
Withers wWhitehead, to whom much of the credit must go
for taking the orders and all of the eredit must go
for the delivery of trees, ordered two shipments of
chestnut trees from the Bagatelle Mursery in New Yorg.
These shipments were received in May and November of
1958. The first shdpment consisted of 275 trees at the
cost of 68¢ per tree delivered and the second shipment
consisted of 660 trees of the blight resistant variety -
P.I1. 58602, These trees cost 43¢ delivered,

Much interest has been stimulated not only in Nelson
County, but in surrounding areas in the planting of this
new type of chestmut tree. Flans are being made to
continue ordering these chestnut trees to be delivered
both in the spring and in the Fall,

In 1956 the Tennessee Vally Authority cooperating
with the Stute .xtension Jervice gave Nelson County
seventy-five chestnut seedlings, strain P, 1. 58602,
for demonstrational purposes.
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They suggested that three demonstrators be seeured. This
was done. These trees were inspected in 1957 and also in
1958 by our EBxtension Forester and were found to have a
good stand and growing nicely. They promised to make wost
successful demonstrations. The planting of these three
demonstrational plots and the good luck being received
were the results of planting in 1958 the 935 seedling
chestrut trees secured from New York and mentioned above,

Cooperation of all agrisultural agencies was put
into practiee in making arrangements and condueting the
Farm Tour,

The theme of this year's Farm Tour was "Know More ibout
Your County". The tour was held in the Nontebelle area of
Nelson County on the Hlue Ridge Parkway. Approximately
forty people attended the Famm Tour assesbling at the County
xtension Office beginning at 9:00 a.m, and meeting others
on the way to the first stop which was on the Siyline Drive
t Reed's Gap,

The next stop was at the Civil Aeronautics Administration
dreraft Traffic Control Station, which is located on the
Fauber Farm near Montebello, The tour was met by technicians
from this station and the station's operation and importance
to aircraft control was explained in a most interesting way.

e group then proceeded to & spot known as fRound Knob
on the Fauber Farm., This is one of the highest spots in the
county and a magnificent view was in store for the group,

Lunch was served by the ladies of the Mt, Paran Baptist
Church, Montebello, in the chureh yard, After lunch the
group assembled in the church and seversl short talks in
explaining matters of interest to the group were made. The
group was then entertained by the choir of the chureh, whiech
sang several hymns,

The next stop was at the 5tate Pish Matchery at Montebello.
Here the group was met by the Superintendent of the Fish
Hatehery and he explained the operstion in raising of the fish
from fingerling to stocker size trout,

Our last stop was to view Crabtwe Falls on Rt. 56. From
here several people went almost up to the Falls and others
viewed them from the road. The tour ended at this point and
a most successful day was concluded.




Livestoek

The Livestock Committee consisting of five cattlemen
met and viewed county statistics showing cattle, sheep and
hog numbers and sale value of livestogk. Knowing that
pality of livestock always needs improvement, the Committee
recosmended the following as steps to be taken toward the
overall improvement of Nelson County.

(1) Hold a Livestoek Tour in comnection with the Farm Tour.
(2) Nold tour to Beef Cattle Field Day at Fromt Reyal April

nd.

(3) incourage all producers of cattle in county not tested
to be tested for Bangs.

(4) Veceinate all heifer calves for Bangs.

(5) Atteupt to hold a genersl livestoek school and demon-
stration in the Fall,

(6) ncourage sll sheep producers to take part in the Wool
ool.

(7) Sndeavoer to turm in records of all Pure~bred sires
placed in the county.

(8) fncourage more cattle producers to comsign cattle to
the three cooperative sales,

(9) lecommend that a Livestock Show be held in with County
Day Celebration - both Adult and Junior,

1. The Livestock Tour could not be held in comnection with
the Farm Tour due to the location and type of Purm Tour
that was decided upom.

2. tour to the Beef Cattle Field Day st Front Royal wae
held, Three Nelson County farmers accompanied the Agent.
3. Articles were written, visits were made and personcl
contacts made to endeavor to have cattle producers test
their cows for Bangs,

4. ‘rticles were written and personal contasts made ine
forming cattle producers of the importance of vaeelinating

1l heifer calves for Bangs.

Three hundred and severty~two heifer calves were
vagcinated through October, 1958, This gave a 4.4 per
cont of all heifers in the county vaceinated,

There are four herds in Nelson County which test every
year in order to tuke part in livestoeck sales,

5. dighteen woel growers delivered 3,227 pounds of wool
to the United Wool Growers Assoeiastion.

6. T™are have been Fure-bred sires - bulls, boars and
raus - placed in Nelson County in 1958, However, the
exact mumber of eagh is not knowm.




it is estimated, however, that there were at least two bulls
placed and it ls known Lhat there has been two boars and two
rens - all registered Pure-breds.

7. 3ix farwers consigned 104 calves in the Jpring Feeder Calf
Sele, Jix f sraers consigned 47 steers in the Yeurling Steer
Sele and six famers consigned 81 culves in the Fall Feeder
Calf Sale,

It is safe to say that the money value of these cooper-
stive calf sales to the farmer is at least five to ven dollare
per hundred more than the regular cattle sales. In addition
Lo the money value, there is an educationel value which
shows cattle producers what the public wants, what the buyers
want «nd tue cuttle producers are making changes to meet

Liese uaLands,

There is o great need for more cattlo producers in Nelson
ounty to taue advantage of tLhese cooperative sales. In
doing so, they would not only be benefitiing their sales
financlally, Wt they would be improving the guality of their
cattle by complying with the regulations for entrance into
these sales.

ihe lerd Heultnh Frogruw and Cooperetive Karketing
frogrua are Lwo of the wost lsportant prograws that can be
promoted in Nelson County. The need is great and the
returns are good,

The loag range program is bedng gredually worked on
nd some definite sueeess can be detected in the overall
pieture,

Jalry

The Ualry Committee did not meet in 1958. Howsver, some
wrk has been done in the dairy field,

Ihe Bangs disease testing and vaceination program was
continued witiu the dulry caltle as well as with the besf
caltle, The number reported in section B, paregreph four
included dairy heifers vascinated,

There 13 one Grede A herd in the county operating very
succssafully. There is & need and & desire Wy a few farmers
to go imto the Grade A Uairy business. Infomation and
plans have been fumished and & bullding and operation is
underway by one fammer who will be in the Grade A produstion
in the near future.

Horticulture

ixtension's part in working with the fruit growers of
Nelson County is carried out primarily through the county




Fruit Committee, which meets in the esarly part of the
yeoar wnd works out & momnthly program for eash month

or aonths that the Committee feels necessary. The
recousended yearly progrea for the county fruit

growers as outlined by the Committes consists of regular
monthly weel.ngs, widch present specialists and guest
spessers discussing every phase of fruit productionm.
(Copy attached.)

lhe long range goals are listed on the 1958 copy
of the fruit growers prograa,

lue Fruit Comnittee meots with the specialists frem
tue Horticuiture Jepsrtaent and Jointly deteruine the
nature of ewen monthly weeting and recommend those
persons who will be asked to take part on the program.

[ne Fruit Committes Lakes iato considerstion the long
standing arrengsaents with Asherst County whereby Lhe two
counties nold Joint winter and susmer meetings. The two
meetings this year were held in Amherst County. The
winter meeting odeing held at the Asherst County High
School and the swmer weeting in form of a tour in the
sorning to Loe orchards of kr, M1l Hodges and Nr. Rowland
Lea and a discussion meeting in the afterncon held at

Holidday Inn destusrant in imberst County.

in regard to the long renge goals, one long time pruning
demonstration was continued and another started., Goals 2,
J and 4 were not stressed Lils jyear.

belson County had & large crop of peashes and apples
in the 1958 season. lun three instances irrigation projects
ware carried out.

JoalLry

Me Foultry Committes did not meet in 1958. Thersfore
Lae recosmendstions submitted for '57 were considered
sdequate for 1958.

Nelson County's poultry flocks are prastically all home
floeks sveraging avout fifty virds per floek. There are
seversl broiler operstions in the county and one coumercial
oyg operation. The commercial egg operstion came into
production in early August and the owner is very well pleased
with nds production and results. Ihe Agents have worked with
tinds operation by making home visits and supplying this
produger #ith needed inforwation and assistance.
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The commereial egg producer in Nelson County got
into the e iness through the recommendations of
the Nxtensior ents after attending a supper
moeting sponsored by large feed company whiech was

4 in J ry of 1958, The proposition laid
re the fammers seamed to be a very satisfactory
e. However, only one faruer decided te take the
step into commercial egg production. It is felt
by the igents that there is pood deal of supple=
mental income to be gained in Nelson County through
the operation of feirly large sise flock of layers,

L=-H Clu rk
« Haeti 9
There a thirty organised A~ Clubs in Nelson
County. Each meet during the firet weak in every
month thr t ¢ shool year, The muetings
were condueted by the club officers and were super-
nided by the Home Dsmomsteation and the
ent., Project material and in-
31

d by the Agemts,

ie tio nd interest wes taken
i 11 moet s & e ¢lud members. In most clube the

homeroam taschers ke an aetive part in assisting as
organisational leaders | do mueh to encourage members
t e * ks and demonstrations.

T 2ld in the club nembers' homeroom
in Grades A ¢ h t the elemantary schools and in the
agditorium £ the high sehool ¢lub members, In most cases
the boys and girls took an sctive part and showed interest
in the subjeet matter that was presented.

)ine

County Council is made up of all eludb officers
The Counell ixecutive Committee held
in coordination with the Extension
gents to make plons for the County Council Meeting, A-H
\chievenert Doy and other county-wide k=N sctivities,

3 ty Council Meeting was held in Pebruary, 1958
with a total sttendance of one hundred and forty-eight
c mbers, ficors, rents i guests present,

Thie was the lLargest County Counecil Meeting ever held
ir Melson unty to date,




J« Frojeet Sumary

number of projeets carried in Nelson
lub boys during the year was ASO, Of
were completed satisfaetory making a
f S‘J'.

v o @it

Mhe imary project of the year was the organised
rounds Beantification project chosem by boys and
irls to be carried jointly.

e Uxtens.on Agents presented projoect material
subjeet matter to the Clubs throughout the year.
Kany demonstrations were given by elub members about
their Yome Grounds Seautifiecation project.

nd

hundred and three boys wers snrolled in this
indred and sixty completed i handed

Nelson County Club members carried Klectrie 11
furing 1958 specinl two d courses was taught by
representatives of the lagid an Power Company during
the summer, Thirteen boys completed the course

s sfactory. Nelson County was represented at the
dectric Congress by the county winners, Pat Campbell
and Elizabeth Mllard, They were «coompanied Wy tae
xtension sgenta.

b. shievement Day

bel! ichievenent Day was held for the purpose of resognis-

tetandd slubs, club members 1 projects. Fxhibits
o o tered 1 ribbons were swarded to the winners. The
exhibits were taken to the lynehburg Parm Show,

served by 4ell Club members an! the afternoon
re The Fun Tolent Show, The
wos Np, W, A, Tumer, Associste
tely 150 L= members, parents and

LOC

Beefl Cuttle

Ihe first baby beef projeet in Nelson County
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in several yeurs was & succesaful one for Sue
Mitehell, ten year old member of the Noekfish
Sth Grade Al lub, Her Angus stesr won first
ce An the Fitting Class for exhibitors under
yoars of age, fourth place in the Showman-
l*as for exhibitors under 14 yoars of
nd sixth place in the oren baby beaf
¢ t ynehburg Famm Show, The steer
1 for 35¢ per pound and Jue took home
» v?o)s'ﬁs.

Two other heef cattle sxhibitors - Warren
rrol Martin - showed their Angus heifers
tood high in their classes,

wine

The Ssars-floabuck Fig Chain Projest is

rogressing extrenely well at this time,
' re-bred Derkshire sows ore in axcept-
] ly zood hands and eash elub member is
trying his best to do his best, The boar
urchased for this year's Fig Chain is a

n of the Ohd tate Champion hoay of
1956. The sows should farrow sarly next
sprin 1 barring any complications,

other succesaful pig chain will be
eamnleted,

ere five farm flock projeets during
adn May Purvis of the Shipmen Comsunity
is doing an axcellent job with her

lock,

tean hoy tult leaders and the Assistant

nt t attended the District A-H Camp at Holiday
ake the weer of July 28th « Augnet 2nd, The counties
represented wore Alleghany, Bath, #ghland and Nelsen,

i interesting classes were offered with
izning up to attend st least three eagh
rted wit n asseasbly and more
ing s introduced to the camp this
e Assistant Comty Agent served as Camp Director

o, Community Clube

1. A new community club was organised in the Finey
River section of Nelson County during the month of
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sponsors of this elub are Nr. and
wunders, both of whom were All-

ing an exeeptional job in
b. Hembership is composed
1 thirteen girls 11 of whom
L= lub members, The club
® more members in the near
sre are 2t least ten adult leaders
be depended upon as projeet and
nsl leaders for the club, This
s held several activities and
which are weiner roasts,
iy, preliminary Achievement ULay,
n unt .

e being made for at least two
the nth of December,

3 own individual

4

"
is
i ell.

Conmunity 4eH Cluk, although
blished club has lost quite few
ers s not progressed as rapidly

b holds its meeting in the
nity Center which it helped to
1957. During 1958 the Shipman

everal Bake les, one in coop-
the Piney River Club, Both clabs
i desserts at the county

lso held rty with

River Club as their guests.

ald by the Shipman Club
r il4i eting.
| 3 taken and new
etz were adopted, There is
fult leaders in this club,
re three adult leaders which are
i ng W helping the club
¢lub on, It is felt that
ro-d ck 1 that much will
the near future in making this
omsmnity Club,

clubs 14 regular monthly meetings and

club members on roll are loyal in their attendance.
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f. All-Star Organisation

Neither imherst County nor Nelson County have
enough resident All-Jtars to organise a local
Chapter. The ixtension Agents were largely
responsible for the organisation of the joint
Chapter known as the AmhersteNelson All-Star
Chapter,

This club held its organisational meeting
on Jeptember 5th and after much discussion
decided to organise and elected officers as
follows:

Faul M, Saunders, Finey dver, Big Chief
Harshall Mays, ‘mherst, Lesser Chief
Sthel winn, Seribe

‘% this weeting plans were made to hold
another meeting on December 29th.

Jismy Oraves of Madison County, Big Chief
for the State for 1959 gave a most inspirational
talk and was a great help in getting this Chapter
organised,

AGRACULTURE SNGINEERING

\dthough no Committee has been set up to take care of
this work, some work has been done on individual basis as
follows:

Une home water survey was made, This home owner
decided that he had to have a larger home to take care of
his famdly and thought that it should be on a better
location. This brought up the question, which shall it be,
the well or pump the water from the spring which has been
used for the old home?

In order to help the home owner, Mr, J. A, Waller, Jr.,
our uxtension /‘gricultural ingineer made a complete survey
and gave the owner the proper information in regard to pump-
ing the spring water to the new home,

Much help was also given this owner in regard to bulld-
ing this new home. A trip was made to Appomattox County to
inspect a home that would be applicable for this family.
This proved to cost more money than the famm operation would
Justify according to the Farmers lome Administration.

The next step was to move the present home and make
certain additions to it on the new location.
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™e Actension Jervice assisted the owmer very
greatly along this line, The home has been moved -
a great innovation for the famm people of Nelson
County - a full basement dug and a little later on
additionsl rooms will be built,

BOUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

All instructions from our National and State Office
state that the Extension Service is to be the Hducational
Departuent for all agricultural work in the county. Here
in Nelson County the ixtension Agents have tried to carry
out this poliey to the best of their ability. The coop-
eration that is conducted here in Nelson County with all
agencies is a pride and Joy and something that we here
in Nelson can really crow about,

The Extension Service has worked closely with the ASC
in helping to carry this program to all parts of the county.
Elght meetings were held in six ixtension communities to
explain the 1958 ACP. Forty-eight people were present.
Four meetings of the County ASC Committee were attended.
Une of them was held to set up the program for 1959.

The ASC County Office Manager confers with the
Extension Agents daily to discuss some phase of the ASC
work ,

Keeping in toureh with the 505 workers and jointly
working the programs together is carried out in Nelson
County in a most plessant and successful mamner. Your
County Agent is by law the Jecretary of the Thomas Jefferson
Soil Conservation Distriet Board of Supervisors and in
this way much work is done for the 3CD, 5C5 and the Extension
Service,

The Farmers lome Administration representative visits
the county on the first and third Friday in each month,
reports to the Extension Office and meets with his cliemts
in the Extension Office, The spirit of cooperation is
splendid,

One of the newest educational activities was begun
in May when eagch Agent and Home Demonstration Agent in
East Central Distriet was given & fifteen minute T.V,
Frogram once a month on WLVA-TV, Lynchburg.

The Agents in Nelson County gave demonstrations and took
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guests for this progras and it is felt that this was
one of the most effective teaching arms of the Extension
Jervice.

Unfortunately the programs had to be canceled in
October due to an increased network schedule.

W11 in all the ixtension Jervice in Nelson County is
& elearing house for all agricultural setivities. The
motto here is "one in all and all in one to carry out the
agricultural work in Nelson County”.

CONCLUSION

It is difficult to estimate the monetary value of the
ixtension work in Nelson County. The matters of the great-
est importance cannot have & money value, However, it is
safe to estimate that the monetary value of all Extension
work in the county, if it can be judged this way, is around
$20,000,00,

In going over the county from one end to the other, your
\gents can see more and better livestoek, wore and better
pastures, more improved crop land, more acres being worked
on the eontour, more resl permanent soil improvement pract-

ices carried out (both soil and water), more forest trees
being planted, wore high quality fruit being raised, young
orehards being planted on the comtour, more dairy work

being carried out, a better standard of living in the
majority of farm homes, and more and better A-H Club mwmiers,

Your Agents can humbly and truly report that Extension
work has meant more than dollars and cents can account of in
Nelson County. As these things are being observed, it is with
mamble gratification that your Agents ean hear a word of
praise being passed around whieh says, "They go about deing
good”,
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