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Biko Agozino, Sociology, published “Articulation of Liberation Criminologies and Public
Criminologies: Advancing a Countersystem Approach and Decolonization Paradigm,” Routledge
Handbook of Public Criminologies, ed. Kathryn Henne and Rita Shah (New York: Routledge,
2020), pp. 59-72, with Kimberley Ducey.

Catalina Andrango-Walker, Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures, was awarded

a Center for New World Comparative Studies Fellowship at the John Carter Brown Library,
Providence, Rhode Island. The two-month summer fellowship supports research relating to the
history of the colonial Americas. Andrango-Walker will conduct archival research at the library
on her book project, South and North America: Viceregal Contacts in the Hispanic World.

David Burr, Professor Emeritus in the Department of History, was elected a Fellow of the
Medieval Academy of America.

The College is pleased to announce a new program in the Department of Communication, a
major in Sports Media and Analytics. The major prepares students to produce and deliver
sports news, consider ways to promote the sports industry, and analyze data related to sports
accomplishments, fan participation, and social media. Sports Media and Analytics was first
introduced as a concentration in 2016 before becoming a major this academic year. Real-world
experience such as internships is a hallmark of the program.

ASPECT doctoral student Linea Cutter published a review of Andreas Malm’s Fossil Capital: The
Rise of Steam Power and the Roots of Global Warming, Environmental Politics 29.2 (2020):
367-69.

Gary Downey, Science, Technology, and Society, received the Society for Social Studies of
Science’s Infrastructure Award, the first individual scholar to be so honored. The award
recognizes his achievements building scholarly infrastructures that have advanced the field of
science, technology, and society. Among his accomplishments are: his role as co-founder of
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the graduate program in the Department of Science, Technology, and Society; establishment of
a book series that produces digital publications and licenses them to universities so students
are afforded free access to them; and initiation of a scholarly movement called STS Making and
Doing, which draws attention to expressing knowledge in ways other than traditional
publications.

During its most recent meeting the Virginia Tech Board of Visitors conferred the emeritus title
on the following faculty members in the College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences:

LuAnn Gaskill, Professor of Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management, was recognized for
her contributions to the understanding of clothing and textiles research as applied to retailing,
small business management, entrepreneurship, and international business development and
sustainability. She served as department head for 10 years and as the College’s Associate Dean
for Outreach and External Relations. Her international activities as research and consultant and
her international study tours for students garnered her Virginia Tech’s Alumni Award for
Excellence in International OQutreach in 2014. A member of the Virginia Tech community since
2000, Gaskill earned her bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green State University, her master’s
degree from Ohio University, and her Ph.D. from Ohio State University.

David Johnson, Associate Professor of Theatre Arts, contributed to theatre as an actor and
director, mounting 37 productions on-campus and three externally and directing six
productions nationally. He excelled as a performer on campus and across the country and
authored five plays. Johnson taught a variety of undergraduate courses, offered workshops on
acting and voice, and adjudicated high school theatre competitions. He led study abroad
programs on commedia dell’arte and was awarded the university’s Excellence in International
Activities Award for his teaching efforts and his work with the Russian/American Theatre
Project. Johnson joined the Virginia Tech community in 1988; he earned his bachelor’s degree
from Valparaiso University and his Master of Fine Arts degree from the University of Hawaii.
Jill Kiecolt, Professor of Sociology, furthered the field of sociology, especially social psychology,
race relations, and family, through her publications as well as her membership on editorial
boards and leadership in professional organizations. She was an affiliate of the Virginia Tech
Center for Gerontology and served as a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University. Kiecolt taught a variety of courses at the
undergraduate and graduate levels and was recognized for her efforts with the Department of
Sociology E. Gordon Ericksen Award for graduate teaching. A member of the Virginia Tech
community since 1993, she earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of Oklahoma and
a master’s degree and Ph.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles.

Fabrice Teulon, Associate Professor of French, was recognized for his contributions to French
studies, specifically 18t"-century French literature. He taught various undergraduate and
graduate courses and was honored for his accomplishments in the classroom with the College’s
Certificate of Teaching Excellence as well as the Marshall Brannon Excellence in Foreign
Language Teaching Post Secondary Award from the Foreign Language Association of Virginia.
From 2010 to 2014 he served as president of the Virginia Chapter of the American Association
of Teachers of French. Teulon established the Paris study abroad program in the Department of
Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. He earned two collegiate degrees from the
Université d’Orléans-La Source and a Ph.D. from Louisiana State University.
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Randolph Ward, Professor of Theatre Arts, founded and led the university’s graduate design/
technical theatre degree program. As a scenographer and lighting designer, he worked on
more than 220 theatrical productions. Ward designed or supported the design of campus
theatre venues, including the Studio Theatre, Theatre 101, the Moss Arts Center, and
Henderson Hall, along with venues across Virginia and in North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and
Tennessee. His accomplishments garnered him the inaugural Phi Beta Kappa Sturm Award for
Creative Activity at Virginia Tech as well as two nominations for the American Theatre Wing
Henry Hewes “Best Scenic Design Award.” Ward earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from
the University of Houston and Master of Fine Arts degree from the University of Hawaii.

Department of English faculty members Gena Chandler-Smith and Jennifer Sano-Franchini
published “Threat Assessment: Women of Color Teaching Ideological Critique in the Neoliberal
Classroom,” Pedagogy: Critical Approaches to Teaching Literature, Language, Composition, and
Culture 20.1 (January 2020): 87-100.

A gift by emeritus professor Robert Mahan and his wife, Beatrice, will endow a professorship in
French literature, language, history, and/or culture in the Department of Modern and Classical
Languages and Literatures. During his tenure as a Professor in the Department of Mechanical
Engineering, Mahan enrolled in the Virginia Tech French program, earning an undergraduate
degree in the language. For the faculty member selected for the professorship, the endowment
will reduce the teaching load, provide summer salary support, and offset research
expenditures, publication costs, and travel to professional meetings.

Matthew Gabriele, Professor and Chair of the Department of Religion and Culture, gave the
annual endowed Breck Martin lecture in the Department of History at the University of Denver
on February 13; the lecture was titled “The Neverending Crusades: Medieval Studies in an Age
of White Supremacy.”

Sylvester Johnson, Director of the Center for Humanities, was featured on the public radio
show “With Good Reason” the week of January 25 on its program titled “The Future is Now” in
the segment, “Toward a Data Democracy.” Johnson discusses how we humans must decide for
ourselves how to live in a world where intelligent machines and algorithmic systems are
determining issues of medicine, electricity, prison sentences, and eligibility for public
assistance. The program is available here.

Brett Jones, Education, published the following: “Testing the MUSIC Model of Motivation
Theory: Relationships between Students’ Perceptions, Engagement, and Overall Ratings,” The
Canadian Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 10.3 (2019): 1-15;
“Transforming Traditional Teaching: A Professional Development Program for the College EFL
Teachers,” Theory and Practice in Language Studies 9.12 (2019): 1494-1500, with School of
Education alumna Ming Li; “Needs, Motivations, and Identification with Teaching: A
Comparative Study of Temporary Part-time and Tenure-track Health Science Faculty in Iceland,”
BMC Medical Education 19 (2019): 1-10, with Abigail Snook, Asta Schram, and Thorarinn
Sveinsson; “Relationships between Students’ Course Perceptions, Engagement, and Learning,”
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Social Psychology of Education: An International Journal 22 (2019): 819-39, with Devin Carter;
and “Factors Predicting Identity as Educators and Openness to Improve: An Exploratory Study,”
Medical Education 53.8 (2019): 788-98, with Abigail Snook, Asta Schram, and Thorarinn
Sveinsson.

ASPECT doctoral student June Ann Jones published “Who Speaks for the Farmer in the Green
New Deal?” on the Virginia Tech graduate student blog, RE: Reflections and Explorations, on
February 13.

Hyojung Lee, Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management, published “Bank Adaptation to
Neighborhood Change: Mortgage Lending and the Community Reinvestment Act,” Journal of
Urban Economics 116 (March 2020), Article 103211, with Raphael W. Bostic; and “Are
Millennials Coming to Town? Residential Location Choice of Young Adults,” Urban Affairs
Review 56.2 (March 2020): 565—-604.

Chris Lindgren, English, published a Python module for social network analysis, Name That
Twitter Community!, which was recently reviewed in the second issue of the new journal,
Reviews in Digital Humanities. This Python programming language code library [project link]
assumes that researchers have a set of network subgraphs created through community
detection, and they need to contextualize more quickly each community of importance for
further investigation. He developed the library to help researchers create outputs that answer
two questions: What can these communities be named, and how can they be grouped
together?

Timothy Luke, University Distinguished Professor and Chair of the Department of Political
Science, delivered an opening plenary paper, “Environmental Governance: The Social
Construction of Sustainable Degradation,” for the Environmental Governance: Policy Discourse,
Deliberative Practices and Public Participation Conference, which was held January 29-31 at the
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. He also published
“Tracing Race, Ethnicity, and Civilization in the Anthropocene,” Environment and Planning D:
Society and Space 38.1 (February 2020): 129-46.

ASPECT doctoral student Leigh McKagen published “She’s the Captain and the Caretaker:
Imperial Domesticity and Salvation Narratives in Star Trek: Voyager,” Cinematic Women, From
Objecthood to Heroism: Essays on Female Gender Representation on Western Screens and in TV
Productions, ed. Lisa Mazey (Wilmington, Delaware: Vernon Press, 2020), pp. 77-94.

Carol Mullen, Education, published the following: “Mentoring Epistemologies Beyond Western
Modalities,” Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Education (New York, New York: Oxford
University Press, 2020), online; and “Mentoring in a Globally Active Learning Context:
Initiation, Engagement, Implementation, and Aftermath” and “Practices of Cognitive
Apprenticeship and Peer Mentorship in a Cross-global STEM Lab,” both in The Wiley
International Handbook of Mentoring, ed. Beverly J. Irby et al. (Hoboken, New Jersey: John
Wiley & Sons, 2020), pp. 115-35 and 243-60 respectively.
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Su Fang Ng, Clifford A. Cutchins Il Professor in the Department of English, received the Phyllis
Goodhart Gordan Prize from the Renaissance Society of America (RSA) for the best book in
Renaissance studies; she was recognized for Alexander the Great from Britain to Southeast Asia:
Peripheral Empires in the Global Renaissance (Oxford University Press, 2019). The 2020 prize
was awarded for a book published between July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019. Ng will be
honored at the society’s awards ceremony during the RSA Annual Meeting, which will take
place April 2 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Kathleen Parrott, Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management, was inducted into the Kitchen
and Bath Industry Hall of Fame, which honors individuals who have contributed to the growth
and professionalism of the industry. Parrott’s recognition stems from her research in the
Center for Real Life Design, which led to recommendations for industry standards; her
involvement in the creation and implementation of the certified design process; her publication
record; and the number of designers in the field who have graduated from the Virginia Tech
program. The award was unusual this year in that it typically is presented to an industry leader
or designer, not an educator. Parrott was honored at the Kitchen and Bath Industry Show,
which took place January 21-23 at the Las Vegas Convention Center.

ASPECT doctoral student Sarah Plummer published the poem, “Craigslist Unwanted Plants,”
Unlost Journal 20 (February 2020). She also presented “Puppet Feats: Bread and Puppet
Theater’s Circus Form” at the conference titled “Puppet Theatre: In the Beginning Were
Puppets,” which took place January 30—-31 in Salzburg, Austria. In addition, Plummer gave the
lecture, “Unsettling the Archive: Positioning Yourself for Possibilities,” at the University of
Lynchburg on February 24; the lecture was part of a speaker series called “2020: The Clarity of
Hindsight,” the capstone course of the university's General Education curriculum.

ASPECT doctoral student Julie Walters Steele, who serves as Director of Virginia Tech’s
Reynolds Homestead, was appointed to the Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage Foundation
Board of Trustees by Governor Ralph Northam as a representative of ‘Round the Mountain:
Southwest Virginia’s Artisan Network. The foundation is a government board that works with
Friends of Southwest Virginia 501(c)(3) to coordinate the development of the creative economy
across 19 counties, four cities, and 53 towns in Southwest Virginia.

Three of the four academic units honored with 2019 University Exemplary Department or
Program Award were from the College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences: ASPECT, the
Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures, and the Department of
Sociology. The University Exemplary Department or Program Award is presented by the Office
of the Executive Vice President and Provost through the Center for Excellence in Teaching and
Learning. This year units were recognized for exemplifying inclusive excellence in teaching and
learning. ASPECT earned the distinction for its diverse curriculum, the creative interdisciplinary
research of its Core Faculty, the variety of events it has organized, and research projects its
students have undertaken. The honor was bestowed upon the Department of Modern and
Classical Languages and Literatures for its commitment to and valuing of pedagogical practices;
the role of teaching in the departmental hiring, evaluation, and promotion processes; and its
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focus on embracing and advancing a teacher-scholar model. For the Department of Sociology,
inclusive engagement is a central concept in all aspects of academic life; virtually all of its
faculty are scholar-activists whose research has had practical implications for the communities
and populations with whom they work. Their engagement extends from the classroom to the
world community, motivating students and faculty and binding them together. The four units
recognized will share the $40,000 award; a recognition ceremony was held February 20 at The
Inn at Virginia Tech.

Janell Watson, Professor of French and Chair of the Department of Modern and Classical
Languages and Literatures, delivered three keynote lectures on the topic of “Guattari and
Postmedia” at the Deleuze and Guattari International Camp and World Congress 2020, which
took place February 17-22 in New Delhi, India.

Please submit items for inclusion in upcoming News2Note newsletters to
Associate Dean Debra Stoudt at dstoudt@vt.edu.
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