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FORWORD

The purpose of this narrative report is to present to the
public some of the things that Agriculture Extension Service is
doing to improve the standard of living among the Negro farm families
in Goochland “ounty.

The report presents not only some of the problems of farm
people in Goochland County, but also some of the effective means of
meeting then and some of the results obtained. It further discusses
the detailed results of some Extension Activities.

Grateful acknowledgements are made to the following organizations
and groups for their helpful suggesetions and materiale in the prepera-
tion of this report: Adult Community Olub, 4~H Olubs, Readers, Oounty
Agriculture Advisory Board, Teachers, Ministers and Neighborhood
Leadere.

The test of a successful farmer is not how hard he works but

how much he accomplishes. What good are profite if one wears himself

out . securing them?

General Peatures.—-Goochland County lies along the North
bank of the Jamee River near the center of the Piedmont province in
Virginia. It is thirty-five miles Bast to West, and five to twelve
miles wide. On the North it is bounded by Louisa and Hanover Counties,
on the West by Fluvanna County, and on the South by Chesterfield,

Powhatan, and Qumberland Counties. It has sn area of two hundred and




eighty-seven square miles or one hundred eighty-three thousand, six
hundred and eight acree.

Goochland County is typical of the strictly rural sections

of the Virginia Piedmont. Ite natural wealth is predoninantly ite

s0il resources, enhanced as they are by a favorable climate and
excellent transportation routes to market centers. Pormer great
expanses of virgin forest no longer exists, but much woodland ideally
suited to scientific forestry remains. Mineral deposits are present
in considerable variety but have been as yet little explored by modern
methods. Gold, coal, titanium ores, common clays, and stone offer
favorable possibilities for commercial exploitation and warrant

systematic prospecting.




SOILS

The predominant soils in the county belongs to the Cecil and
Iredall series. The Cec soils are yellowish clay, silty loams,
fine sandy loame, and sands, six to fifteen inches deep, with subsoils
to a depth of thirty-eix inches composed of friable and gressy, heavy
red clays., ‘hey have been derived from light-to-dark gray gramites
and geniseses.

The Iredall scils consist of dark-brown clay loams, six to
eixteen inches thick, over a yellowish and reddish heavy clay subeoil
as much as thirty-eix inches deep. They have been formed from the
decay of dark green hornblende genisses, trap dikes, and other basic
rocks.

The ma jor agriculture crope of the county are cerm, wheat,
hay, forest products such as pulpwood, railroad tires, poles, fence
® and firewood, dairy products, poultry, tobacco and vegetables.

ORGANIZATION

Community organization is the foundation of permanency in
the farm organization, we believe. There must be no miseing links
in the chain. The Community unit must unite dietricts, and the
districte, in turn, should be coordinated into county organizations.

Such an organization enables farmers to do collectively the things
they camnot hope to do individually.

COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD

The County Advisory Board is the general planning board for
the Extension work in the county. It ie made up of community and
neighborhood leaders. All members of the Advisory Scard are members
of a community club. These members eare selected from the three
magisterial districte in the county. Thie board meets three times
a year. If the agent or president feels that conditions will warrant
it a special meeting le called.

This board met twice thie year, planning a county program
for the farmers and pledged iteelf to pass on to the farmers in
their community all information received in regards to the agriculture
program-national, state and loecal.
COMMUNITY CLUBS
Extension work was conducted in each of the three magisterial
ilstricts in the county. Seven farm community clubs were organised, in
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the three districte with a membership of two hundred and twenty
oix families.

It is estimated that four hundred and thirty-five families
were reached through the clubs. These clube are orzanized for the
sole purpose of bringing out once a month the farmer and his wife
and grown children, where they can come and discuse their farm and
home problems along with the everchanging conditions of living during
these times and how it affects rural life. In these meetings the
farm agent brings information to the group of changes that have
taken place in the present agriculture situation and explains the
importance of lining up with the United States Department of Agri-
culture and the State Department of Agriculture programs. There is
time allotted for current news due to the fact that a large number
of farmers do not take a daily paper, yet they are interested in
trying to find out the news of the day. We also try to have some
kind of a demomstration put on by some member.

The Hadneevillie Community was set up again this year as a
demonstration community to represent the county in the State-wide
improvement contest and as a result, the people of this community
are working to improve their community by applying the rules govern-
ing the conteet. The commmity will be scored om the following
points; home ownership families in the commumity club, homes painted,
stock feed for own use, vegetable gardens, poultry flock, family
hogs, family cows, and the number of childrem in 4=H Olubs. The
Extension worker and the club were directly responsible for the work.
Five coomunities set up in much the same way as the demonstration
community, working as cooperating communities, but the work was not
supervised as closely.

COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERS

There are eighty-five dependable local leaders in the

county. These neighborhood leaders were responsible for the five
hundred and seventy-nine Negro farm families in the coumty. BEach
neighborhood leader was responeible for five to ten families, depend-
ing on the nearness of the faszilies. Neighborhood leader-training
meeting were held in each community. Leadere discussed production
goals with farmers, secured demonstrators, worked with the Red Cross
Drive, P. M. A. and other cooperative activities.

These leaders have done a mighty fine job this year in help-
ing carry out the Extension program of living at home.

Mr. Oharlie Parrish of the Chapel Hill “ommunity is one of
the most outstanding club leaders in the county. His method of
farming is keeping with extension program and he has not just started
to farm along these lines, but he has been doing it in the past years
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He 1s aleo cooperating with the soil conservation program. He uses
his benefit payments from P. M. A. Program in securing lime and
phospiate for the improvement of his farm. On his one hundred and
forty eix acre farm he produces corn, wheas, hay, hogs, chickens,
cows and has a very good garden. All of his farm operation is
carried out by himeelf, and younger soms. This year he planted Ill.
448 hybrid corn and made an average of 81.5 bu. of corn %0 the acrea
on five acres using 300 pounds of 4-12-4 fertilizer per acrea, This
yoar Mr. Parrish planted Verheart wheat for the first time and he
had his wheat teested and he sold forty bushels to T. W. Wood's and
Son of Richmond, Virginia for seed wheat. Mrs. Parrish carnned over
five hundred quarte of fruit and vegetables last seasons out of her
garden plus the family fresh vegetables, and sold over $125.00 worth
of them. Mr. Parrish cooperates with the Extension workers, takes
leading parts in all community and county improvements along religi-
ous, agricultural, and educational lines.

SOIL IMPROVEMENTS

Ten years ago the average farmer of Goochland County took
very little pride in trying to save hie soil, used very little
fertilizer and planted little or no cover crops. But today we
find over fifty percent who are following improved practices suggested
by the Extension work such as crop rotation, using more fertilizer,
lime, phosphate, fall and winter plowing, planting cover crope, and

securing good seed. By so doing we find that crop yeilde are much
better asgwell as the qualities of the products raised.

PROJECT CORN

This year we had the following farmers to carry Hybrid
Corn demonstration using Ill. 448 variety. Prank Baugh of the
Hadnesbille Community, Julian Mealy and Charlie Parrish of the
Irvin Community, Arthur Gray of West View Community, Joe Fleming
of the Centerville Community and Johm Cooke of the Back Bone
Community. All prepared &:good seed bed by plowing it with barn yard
manure. They used on an average of two hundred and fifty pounde of
4-12<4 fertilizer to the acre at planting time, then when the comn
was about knee high, they used one hurired and fifty pounds of
nitrate of soda to the acfe. Thelir yheld at harveet time was an
average of 88 bushels to the acre.
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In 3645 the gardens on the farm in the county were very small
and in eome cases no gerdens at all were found on the place.
This year will find a different picture for on about 80% of the
farms you will find a garden for exa Mr. Frank Baugh of the
Hadneevillie Community has proved that a good year round garden is
just as important on the farm as any crop. This year he had eighteen
varieties of vegetables in his garden and produced emough vegetables
for his family use and them he had some to sell. Mrs. Baugh canned
over eight hundred quarts of vegetables from their garden plus
storing such vegetables as wnite potatoes eight bushels, sweet
potatoes seven bushels, and one bushel of onions. The Baughs believe
in boarding and living at the same place.

POULTRY

The poultry situstion in Goochland County is far velow
what it should be, so we set out to do something about the poultry
condition in our county. Our first move was to send out circular
letters to the farmer in the county with the following suggestions:

The importance of poultry for family needs.

To sell to increase the family budget.

To secure good stock.

To practice sanitation.

To secure good chicken houses.

To supply the stock with fresh drinking water.
To supply the stock with a well balanced feed.
To cull the poultry flock at least twice a year.
To give the poultry flock a good range.

To keep an acoount of all egge collected and momey spent
for feed.

a result of these letters and personal visits we had
fifteen to increase the poultry production up to twenty five per cent
over last year's production. Our goal is to have at least fifty
laying hens on every farm in the unty .«

HOGS

Ten years ago we found about one hog to every five families
in the county but today we find at least ome hog to every two
families in the county. The care of raieing hogs has incressed through
Extension works in the county. The farmers are improving their hog
houses, pens, range, water sup , and feed, they have also learned
the importance of having eir pige inoculated for cholera.

This year the local agent vaccinated some eight hundred
twenty-five hogs in the county.
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On some farm the county sufficient milk and butter are
not produced for adequate home consumption. During the entire year
we have been working with farmers to secure better cows for home
use. We have tried to show then that by having good cows it will
improve the heal of the family and eince we have a milk route we
can sell milk to help increase the family income as well as help the
land. As a result our suggeetions we have had five families to
increase from one cow to cows, and six farmers are selling milk.

Mr. Henry Smith and Son use to raise tobaceco for a money
erop but now he has four cows that he is milking and selling milk
which brings him in cash $85. a month plus all the milk and butter
for home use. By having theese cows on the farm it helps to improve
the soil. We are looking to the day whem our county will be one
of the leading Dairy “ounties in the State.

AT HOME PROGRAM

Our Live-At-Home program has fitted right in with the
production goals as set up by the United States Department of
Agriculture. On thirty farms we found that the farmers have reduced
thelr acreage, but are producing more becsuse they are using better
seeds and more fertilizer, lime and phosphate. ‘here ie some type
of garden on eighty per cent of the farmes in the county, twenty-five
per cent had enough feed for the live stock over last year's goal,

ITY IMPROVEMENTS

In the Hadneevillie Community where we are conducting a survey
of farm families in comnection with the State-wide community improve-
pent contest, we found the following:
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Twenty-four carried hogs as projects, with a net profit of
$572.70. Seventy-two carried Poultry as projects with a net
profit of $1,179.69.

OTHER ACTIVITISES
The county sent three delegates to the State 4~H Sorh Course
which met at Virginia State College. t also sent two delegates

to the State 4-H Wild Life “onference.

Four clube held outings during the summer within the county.

On November 12, 1948 eixty-five boys and girle from three
4-H Clubs met and gave reports on their projects for the year.

¥hereever you find anything going on in the county for the
good of the county program our 4-H members are taking an active
part.
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