
Fairytale Patterns 
 

 

Select a tale from the list below (or from your Folktale Recording Chart) and find out if it fits the 

following fairytale patterns as suggested by folklorist D.L. Ashliman.  Fill in the details for 

evidence. 

 

Tales: 

Mutsmag 

The Little Mermaid 

The Dolphin Wife 

Ashpet 

 

 
 

 

1) “Once upon a time…” style opening: 

 

 

 

 

 

2) A typical plot pattern (like a hero quest—character goes out into the world): 

 

 

 

 

3) A problem is fixed by magic: 

 

1) Childhood: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Conflict: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Marriage: 

 


