
MINUTES 

COMMISSION ON UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 

March 24, 1980 - 3:00 p.m. 
Board Room - Burruss Hall 

PRESENT: Dr. R. J. Nurse, Chairman (for Dr. Wilson); Deans Atwell, Bonham, 
Ford, Fordyce, Gray, Humphreyville and Regan; Dr. A. G. Phlegar 
(for Dean Lacy); Professors Bambach, Bircher, Dickerson, Eiss, 
Leininger, Teates and Vasey; Senators Chiang and Cook. 

ABSENT: 	Senator Clouse; SGA Representatives Krouse, Morley and Rasbach. 

1. The agenda was APPROVED. 

2. The minutes of the CUS meeting of March 10, 1980 were APPROVED. 

3. Course Approvals: 

ARTS AND SCIENCES 
New Courses - Effective Fall 1980 

- Coal Geology (2H,2C). 1.  GEOL 3440 
2.  ART 4140 - Ancient and Medieval Art (3H,3C). 
3.  ART 4150 - Renaissance and Baroque Art (3H,3C). 
4.  ART 4160 - Modern Art (3H,3C). 

4. A B.A. Option in Art History was presented by Dean Fordyce, discussed and 
APPROVED. Dr. L. J. Link and Dr. R. F. Porter presented background infor-
mation and answered questions about the program. Dean Regan requested that 
there be a meeting of the Architecture and Art departments to review the 
status, needs and plans for common library facilities used by both depart- 
ments. 

5. Textbook Approvals: 

AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES  
1. Agronomic Plant Science Laboratory Manual by David J. Parrish. Uni-

versity Bookstore, 1980 at cost $4.00). For use in AGRN 1020 - 
Agronomic Plant Science Laboratory. One-year approval. 

ARTS AND SCIENCES  
1. Lecture Notes for Statistics by R. G. Krutchkoff. University Book-

store, 1980 at cost ($2.20). For use in STAT 1000 - Statistics and 
Society. One-year approval. 
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6. Dr. Nurse reported on recent modifications in the procedures for process- 
ing Drop/Add requests at the start of each quarter. On recommendation of 
an ad hoc Committee on Drop/Add Policy and the Committee of Assistant Deans, 
it has been arranged that four additional terminals will be made available 
in the wings of Burruss Auditorium during check-in days and through the add 
period. A total of 24 terminals will be available throughout the university 
during this period from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day (except Saturday and 
Sunday). Students are responsible to seek advice from their on departmental 
advisors and abide by the recommendations and requirements of their depart- 
ments, but all terminals will be available to all students. It was noted 
that the recent change in the lengths of the drop and add periods did not 
affect the total number of drops and adds; approximately the same number 
of changes was processed in the shorter time. 

7 	The subject of common-time examinations was discussed at length. Mr. Keller, 
University Registrar, explained the background for the practice and reported 
on some of the problems associated with it. Originally established to pro-
vide common exams for multiple sections in the College of Business in 1976, 
its use has increased over the past several years. It presents some unique 
problems in scheduling, providing rooms, identifying unused rooms to schedule 
for make-up examinations and other purposes, avoiding major conflicts, and 
rotating the schedule each quarter to equalize the share of early examinations 
among the users. Common-time examinations near the end of the week often 
result in delays in reporting grades; this is particularly disruptive at the 
end of winter quarter with the short spring break and at the end of spring 
quarter just before commencement. It was emphasized that common-time 
request does not require a common examination in all sections of multiple-
section courses, but it does require that all sections hold their examinations 
at the scheduled common time. A motion was made, seconded and PASSED that 
this policy be reaffirmed and fully supported. 

8. Brief status reports on committee activities were presented by the chairmen. 

a. The Committee on Faculty-authored Textbooks (Dean Atwell) meets regularly. 
Department Heads should be sure that all such texts in use in their 
departments have been processed within the required time limits. 

b. The Committee on Admissions and Financial Aid Policy (Dean Ford) will 
be meeting soon with appropriate administrators. Anyone with a partic-
ular concern or question should contact the chairman or a committee 
member to suggest topics to be addressed. 

c. The Committee on Use of Independent Study Courses (Dr. Vasey) will be 
meeting soon. 

d. The Committee on Major/Minor Definitions (Dean Regan) is planning to 
meet with the Collins Committee on Liberal Education and the Professions. 
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e. The Committee on the Pass/Fail Option (Dr. Bambach) will meet soon. 
Several items were discussed and members were asked to speak or write 
to committee members with suggestions. 

f. The Committee on Modifications to Graduation Requirements (Dr. Humphrey-
ville) has met and will meet soon again. 

g. The Committee on Literacy (Dr. Humphreyville) is studying the Georgia 
State Program on competency testing. 

9. The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

George A. Gray 
Secretary 

kdk 
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