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COUNTY SITUATION

Fing and Queen County, formed from New Xent County in 1691, was named in
honor of England's Joint sovereings who had ascended the throne in 1690, Al-
though settlement in this area had begun as early as 1625, population was still
sparsely distributed in 1691, The county seat has always been at its present
location near the center of the county. In 1954 the population of Xing and
Queen County was 6,299, There are 764 farm operators if the county, 424 white
and 340 negro operators,

Xing and Queen County (land area 312 aq, m. or 203,520 acres - water area
9 8q. mi.) lles in the Costal Plain on the upper part of the ¥ddle Peninsula
which is formed by the Rappshannock and Pamunkey-York Rivers, The flat or gent-
1y rolling land varies in elevation from sea level to about 200 feet, Soils are
chiefly sandy elay losm. Temperatures average 32° in January, 77° in July. Pre-
elpitation 1s about 45 inches annually

About 72 per ecent of the total land area in forest., There are mmy
small savmills and lumbering operations, prineipally for eutting pulpwood which
can be readily sold to a larpe paper mill in nearby Wést Point, 1In 1949, King
and Queen farmers reported that £ per cent of their cash income was from sales of
forest products, largely standing timber., In recent years this has been one of
the larger pulpwood-producing counties in the state, Mineral resources include
sand, gravel, brick eclay, and diatomaceous earth, all of which are sometimes
used locally but few are of commercial importance,

Farming and manufacturing rrovide employment for the greatest number of
people. In addition to the numerous sswmills, the only menufacturing establish-
ment in the county is a large cannery which also runs a large farm. Many loeal

residents, however, vork in the big pulp mill at West "oint In the ad joining

county. Many whose principal incume is from manufacturing operste small farms,

but there are some very large commercial farms here. There has been recent




growth in dairying and in livestock produetion, and much farmland has been
turned into grass pasture, Hogs, calves, and eattle are the leading livestock
types. Whole milk can be conveniently marketed in the cities of Richmond and
Norfolk., Poultry, especislly eggs, is an important source of farm income but
not relied upon as much as formely, The largest part of farm income in 1949
came from vegetables and field crops. Xing and Queen ranked seventh among
Virginia counties in value of vegetables sold, vhich include cucumbers, green
peas, tomatoes, green beans, and lima beans, Grains and soybeans are the chief
field crops. There are grain elevators in this section of Virginia vhere small
grains, particularly wheat, can be stored,

Near Stevensville i1s a larpe ¢ perated fish hatchery, There are no
hospitals in the county but s y can be easily served by hospitals in
the city of Richmond,

COUNTY ORGANIZATION

The County Extension Board was first organized during the year 19%,
with an enrollment of 16 men and women, This organization has continued to
grow and support the program in its attempt y raise the standards of living
of the people in Fing and Queer mty, We have more than 75 men, women, boys,
and girls assisting in helping to "Make The Best Better" in different phases
of the program.

There vere two meetings held with an attendance of 750 people. The pur-
pose being to make plans and he iecide means to solve many of the problems
with which the people are confronted. The matter of planning for county-wide

asctivities was a great concern with this conmittee. For example, county health

programs, social security and old age pension pregrams vere a special part of

this comnittee’s duties in order to educate the people of their servicea,

There are six community clubs in the county with an enrollment of more

than 485 families participating with thay the program. These clubs met




twelve times with an attendance of 437 men and women supporting the work,
The Agronomy Committee work hand and hand with the Advisory Board in
stressing the importance of doing a better job of producing more and better
livestock along with improving the yields of cereal ecrops. This committee is
composed of 23 men and boys who have been stimulated to raise more corn by
organizing a 100 Bushel Club for the county. The farmers who became members
of this club have increased their ylelds by more than one-half in many cases,
There are farmers who have exceeded the 100 bushel mark each year since
belonging to the cl In other cases there are some who will never grow 10C
bushels for many reasons, There are six objectives recommended .,
Prepair a pood seed bed and plant early,
Apply 800 to 1,000 1bs. 10-10-10 o1 12, or 5-10-10 par acre,
Cultivate shallow.
Side dress W&h 150 to 25 8. of Nitrate of Soda or its equivalent.
Plant rexommended hybrids.
Plant 12,000 to 14, stalks per acre,

There are more than 267 men, vomen, boys and girls vorking with the pro-

gram in attempting to raise the standard of living among people in the county.

OFFICERS OF ADVISORY BOARD

NAME ADDRESS
Mr, Albert White Mattaponi, Virginia President
Mrs. Elizabeth Bingham Gresaitt, Virginia Vice-President
Miss Grace Banks St. Stephens, Virginia Secretary
Mra. Ruby Hickman King and Queen C."” Aseistant Secretary

Mr, Herbert Dungee Little Plymouth, V Treasurer

OFFICERS OF JUNIOR COUNCIL

Vivian Baylor President




Junior founcil cont'd
NAME ADDRESS OFFICE
Delois Blake West Péint, Virginia Vice-President
Barbars Wormley Gressitt, Virginia Secretary
Marshall Robinson Shackleford, Virginia pAssistant Secretary

Laras Jordan Iittle Plymouth, Virginia Treasurer

SONG LEADERS

Margaret Holmes Newtown, Virginia
Frances Johnson Newtown, Virginia
Patricia Redmond Plainviev, Virpginia

Shirley Billups Shackleford, Virginia

SERGEANT-AT-AREE
James Allen Mattaponi, Virpinia
Mack A, Jones Shackleford, Virginia

Harry Billups Shackleford, Virginia

COUNTY PROBLEME
The problems in this county may be similar to those in many of our other
counties, but the agricultural situation is a bit different because of soil
types and climatic conditions. Many of our problems need immediate considera-
tion because of changing conditions in the commonwealth, The problems that
are getting a large part of the Extension's time are:
The over-all county Extension Program.

To influsnce families to take part in the cooperating orograms.

To get better participation in public affairs that affects the people.

To secure leaders to work with the youth progras.

Getting the families to see the need for more organized plamning.




county problems cont'd
6. To pet farmers to see value in using more fertilizer and lime.

7. To influence more families throhgh the Live-At-Home Work.

KINDS OF CROPS GROWN

There are two main types of farming carried on in King and Queen, Namely,
general and truck farming., In speaking of general farming, there is very little
specialized enterprizes like dairying carried on by my program. The farm size
is rather small to pet a good rotation for livestock, There are six families
vho produce eggs for commercial use, Our main money cropes are corn, beans

’ »
vheat, peas, and potatoes are coming into the picture very fast., Truck crops
are mostly grown in the upper end of the county (Newtown district). They grow
peppers, tomatoes, early sweet potatoes, peas, butter beans and many other
trucks for market. The Richmond market makes it convenient for these farmers

to get sale for their produce,

INCOME PER FARM FA'TLY

According to *he census report the average income per farm family is

$650.,00 and the largest percentage of annual earning 1s $500 to $°50,

STANDARD OF LIVING

For several ye.rs we have carried three unit farm demonstrations in the
three districts as a means of teaching the better meshods of living. The
families in this capscity sre: Mr, Archie King, Flainview, Beuna vista district;

Mr. Rubin Gaines, Owentgn, Va., Newtown district; and Mr, Baylor Davis, King

and Queen CE, Stevensville . i se three families own and operate 35

aeres of land, They range in ages fr 42 to 5% years. Their health standards
are very good and cooperation is very good from all members in carrying out the

farm plans,

The major crops grown by these demonstrators are corn, soybeans, wheat,




swine, poultry for eggs and sweet potatoe

T would like to refer to Mr., Ruben Gaines, Owenton, Virginia who is major-

ing in sweet potatoes this year. This man is 52 years of age and has three boys
and one girl. The boys have just served their time in the arm services. One
has returned home to live. The girl is practicing nursing at Burkesville Sani~
torium. Mr. Gaines operates about 100 acres of farm land that is very fertile
because of good management on the part of his cooperating with the ASC and
other farm programs, OSince the outlook for sweet potatoes was good at the be-
ginning of the season, Mr. Gaines set twelve (12) acres in Porta Rico potatoes
and too, he has in wt o store and cure his crop. During the

months of ¥ I 14 green potatoes,

COUNTY WIDE ACTIVITIES

Guidance program for sdults and youths; Farm machinery repair shop.
Plan 4~H Electrie Shoj

Plan Home Improvement Campaign. Fducational program securing bedding
and making hot beds for potatoes and plants for 4L=H members,

Plan for demonstration on setting pine seedlings, May

Plan for i-H potato projects for 1959, Demonstration on s eding vege-
table garden, April and May

Plan two fidld meetings at pasture demonstration, - June

Plan for three tours to see demonstrations in Jyly and August
14 in July and August - Tours.

4-H enrollment and project {instruction.

Visits to experiment statio by farmers - September

Organizational planning. - October

Summarizing years work., - November and December

RESULT DEMONSTRATIONS PLANNED




Forestry
6. Swine
Pastures

2. Turkeys

A=t paciall re. Dorothy E, Gentry - February
Pasture Improvement - Agronomy Committee - Mr, Milton Carter - February

Planting pine tree seedlings - Mr, Charles E, Gill - February

Home Beautification : i L. Watson = May

Vegetable Gardening Horticulturist - Virginia State College - Mr, Pompey - April

R_AGENCI

There are many agencies working in the county that calls for services that
eannot be over looked if the standard of living among farm families are to be
raised, To educate people, the extension program wil' have to be enriched by
bringing other sgencies and cooperating with them in order thst the people will
get a broader knowledge of experience. These organirzations are as follow: FHA,
ASC, TB SOCIFTY, PTA, Boy S g Scouts, Chureh School, Vacation Bible
School, Health Clinic, Voer ml Agréculture, and meny other clubs and organiza-

tions vorked with that cal "or time and attention.

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIFS

January Bducational Guidamce program for adults and youth - Mrs, W. Baughan
February Plans for Junior Livestock Show and Sale
1. Purpose and advantape of show and sale - P, F. Thomas

2, Types and breeds of swine for show and sale,
3. General out lay of program.




CALENDAR OF

March Poultry and Turkey production - I, C, Peoples

1. Brooding and mansgement of baby chicks.

2. Borrding and management of turkeys,
Plans for State 4-H Club Short Course and Wildlife Con
ld at least two council meetings
Assist leaders and members in selecting delegatesn.
Assist leaders with ralsing money for delegste fees,
Assist leaders with making plans to secure L-H Club uniforms
and transportation to Wild Life and Short Course.
Lve At-Home Work
1. Plans for program of activities for Garden Club.
Plan for Home Improvement Committee
a., To sponsor Clean-Up Campaign
b. landscape home and church grounds
ce Seed, re-seed, lime and fertilize lawns,.
Prult and vegetable garden clinic on:
1. varieties
Planning field days to take farmers to the experiment station.
Hold two leaders training meeting - one adult and one 4-H leaders.
Plan for tours @ of fleld meeting to outstanding demonstrations.

Attend 4-H Club State Short Course,

Take at least four farmers to outstanding demonstration on pasturs
improvement .

Take a group of farmers to outetanding demonstration on soil con-
servation, erop improvement:,

Plan for Wild 1ife Conference to be held in August.
Plan for State Advisory Board Meeting.

August Attend Wild Life and Conservation Conference.
Take two boys and two girls, one man and one woman.

Revieving plans for

tate Advisory Board meeting, checking on delegates.




September Atternding State Advisory Board meeting; take one man and one woman,

Working with district county fair,
Getting 4-H enrollment for 1960,
Atterding Farm and Homa Agents Conference.

Atterding 1d meeting and experiment stations with farrers,
Measuring corr 1 Bushel Corn Club members.
November electing dates and writing annual narrative reports.
Writing statistics
lecting dates ive-at~-home work- community surveys
Decembur Writing ann
Writing up results of live-at-home work.
Writing plan of work for 1960

Writing 4-H club reports for award program,
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