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WAL SITUATION

iize and Locatlion

James City County is located in the Coastal Plain on what is
called the lower Peninsula of Virginia between the York and
James Rivers, The county lies approximately thirtyefive miles
sast of Hichmond and about the same distance west of Newport
Laws,

The county covers approximately 152,3 square miles or 94,720
acres of whdeh LO,LL2 or nearly 43 per cent is in farma, Two-
thirds of the county is wooded and farms contain about 25,000
scres of woodland,

The topography is generally level with slevatlons ranging
from sea=level to slightly more than one hundred feet,

Tewperature aversges forty degrees in January and seveniye
seven degrees in July, The frost free growing se n is ap-
proximately 202 days extending from about April 1l to October
30. Annual precipitation averages fortyeseven inches, Janes
City County is a small, long and narrow county, It is a seml-
urban county which affects the agriculturs in the county to &
gonsiderable sxtent, More of the geod sgricultural land is
gradually being absorbed into the new subedivisions for housing.

In this age when larger acreages are required for an efficient
farm operation, James City County has very little oppertunity
for farmers to increass their holdings for famm purposes,

Iype of Agriculture
g3 4

There are 155 farms averaging 196,97 acres each and §36,955.00
in value of land and bulldings, Only 73 are classed as come
mercial farms according to the 1959 census of sgriculture,

There were 20 farms with less than 10 acres sach; 64 with 10 %
100 acres sach; and 69 farms with over 100 seres sach,
fleld erops are the leading source of income to famers repre-
senting about 4l pereent of the total value of farm sales;
dairying represants about 25 perceat; livestock, 1 )arcent
vegetables, 7 percent; poultry products, 7 percent; and forest
and miscellaneous products, 2 percent,




Corn, soybeans, small grains, and peanuts are the Lsportant
field crops grown in the county, Hogs and beef catile are
the leading sources of livestock income, iheep are found on
a ssall number of farms,

Potatoes, watermslons, cantaloupes, cabba e and snap Deans
are lmportant crops on some farms in the Toano community,

Population and Hmployment

According to the last census there were 1,097 rural fam
residents and 5, 220 rural non-farm residents in the county
saking a total of 6,317, however, the number of rural non-
farm residents has increased since the last census to the
point that the total should be near 10,000 residents,

Williamsburg, the county seat, had 6,735 residents at the last
census and this number has increased some, but not to the ax-
tent which it has in the county,

o8t of the rural nonefarm workers are smployed at the various
silitary establishments near ¥Williamsburg or by Colenial
Lllismsburg, Incorporated,

A chemical company recently opened in the Zastern part of
the county and the shipyard st Newport News also smploys
some of the residents,

County rl‘Uua'.nL‘o..

The County Board of Agriculture is the major organisatior
farmers in James Cily County. It was organised on
etober 15, 1947 when a group of farmers met in the County
Agent's office to discuss & plan of work for the Extension
Agent; the group decided to hold a monthly dinner meeting
and to discuss problems arising in agriculture, The meet-
ings have continued on a monthly basis since that time,
Farmers from esach community of the county make up Lthe nem-
bership which has averaged about thirtyefive members.
The County Board has functioned effectively through the
years with sembership cpen to all farmers of the county,

Many speakers from V.P.I1,, the Virgianla Department of Agri-
culture, comsercial companies, and other agenclies have ap-
peared on the program of this county farmers' organisation,




oas are appointed sach ysar and assist in seocuring
planning programs of work in the various come=

speakers, and

sodity flelds,

mbars of the County BHoard of Agriculture feal that the
monthly meetings are very effective in bdringing the latest
sgricultural information bdefore them for openm discussion
and aection,

Ladies organi lons in the Toano, Norge area have been
vary cooperative in preparing and serving dinner at these
monthly meetings,

Attendance at County Board of Agriculture meetings in 1960
has been somewhat lower than in 1959.

(XTENSLON ACTIVITIES

aation

The latest report of the census shows that 5,576 scres
of ecropland was harvested in 1759 which is approximately
a 700 acre decrease from 195kL.

There were 2,66) acres of eropland pastured in 1959
compared to J,394 seres in 195k. 1,342 acres of woode
land was pastured in 1757 compared to 2,402 acres ir
1954 1,5 acres of eropland on Ll farms had a cover
erop seeded in 1959. A decrease in acreage of all
crops except soybeans and barley resulted from 1954 to

More acreage from farms in the Jamestown district is
alng diverted from farmming and woodland to housin
developments, than in the other two districts of the

the farm income is derived from crop
much ewphasis is placed on production
% and marketing sach year,

ix monthly meetings of the James City County board of
Agriculture were devoted to some phase of crop produce
tion and marketing., These meetings were held to
recognise outstanding soybean and sweet potato producers




entered in contests; receive latest results of fleld
erop experiments from the Superintendent of the stern
Virginis Hesearch Station; analyse fleld crop and pasture
fertilisation and lime recommendations; evaluate insect
control methods of flald crops; plan for
e and marketing progrem and receive the
recosmendations on seed testing and its importance,

T'wo other meetings were devoted to soll and water conser-
vation and machinery efficiency in crop production and
Rarveting,

The agent and farmers participated in sn area agronomy
school at which sconomics, crop varieties, fertilisation,
and weed control were toples discussed by agricultural
specialist from V, °

The a ent and several farmsers attended the annual

igginia Crop Improvement Association meeting in Richmond
wvhere much of the latest data on seed testing methods

was dis ssed, A farmer committee met with a Virginia

f Agriculture sarket representative to make
su sstl n improving sarket reports received by oro;
and vegetal yrodecers,

spa rim

ield demonstrations were scheduled with two fammers on
bhemical weed control in white potato crops, A midland
Bermuda pasture demonstration plot was scheduled or
another farm

armers were alerted Lo possibilities of lnsect damage

on soybean crops and a committees made plans for se-
curing assistance of an airplane sprayer early snough

to control the insects before appreciable damage was done,

Through mesetings, presonal visits, letters, news articles
telephone and other methods the agent assisted farmers
through county organisation committees to plan and carry
ut the xtension Agronomy program,

iesults

At the begloning of the year sweet potato producers took
second and third places in the adult division of the sweet
potato show and sals held st the Research Jtation on the
aste ore of Virginia,




Thils event gave much opportunity for producers to dis-
uss varieties, production practices, disease control
mothods, and marketing wits other producers and

specl ista,

oybea roducers were recognised for contest ylelds of
over forty bushels per acre at a dinner meeting spon-
sored by a local bank., The Chamber of Commerce sponsored
awards for winners of the contest,

valuation of produection practices and soil samples
taken from the soybean flelds showed farmers Lhe prace
tices necessary to achieve high ylelds and the soll
sanmple results siowed the way Lo highest yields through
yroper liming and fertilisation practices,

timely meetiogs and follow up, producers have
beesn sole Lo take advantage of new promising varieties
in field crops and change production practices as
recommended through research tests,

farough solls tests farmers have found crop land to be
deficient in

in the use of fertilisers high in potash particularly

on crops needing this element, After continued amphasis
on the need for testing soybeans in 1960 for germination
arcentage & considerable number of farmers used this
service for the first time, This undoubtedly sliminated
the need for replanting many soybsan fields and wnneces-
sary expenditures in labor, macnlnery and seed,

roducers ludicated that after a meeting with a Virginia
spartaant of Agriculture Marketing agent concerning ime
yrovement of marketl reports, tLhese reports were much more
nelpful than in the past,

oybean producers after s meeting with ¥, o ELntomologi
ylanned for plane sprayer service and asprayed over 40O
acres for control of corn sarworm larvae in the early
stage before appreciable damage was done,

ros all indicaticns much Lwprovement was made in machinery
and erop storage facllities, wead and insect control of
all crops, and pasture and hay production and management
practices,




Snows in late winter delayed crops in some areas, howe
ever, through the year crop growth has been good, and
quality through harvesting periods have

‘e
al ituation

attle and calves on famms in 1957 according % the census

totaled 2,528 compared to 3,182 in 1954; Hogs and pige

totaled 3,417 compared to 3,248 in 1954; sheep an anbs

tot i ompared to 28) in 195k; chickens totaled
mpared to 13,773 in 1754,

eventy-four farms reported hoge and catile

sared t¢ 117 regorting hogs and 133 reportin

A0

nly orses and mules were reported o

ompared %o 92 in 1954,

nly ogs and poultry nusbers are abov v scorded

in the 1954 census, however, catile numbers are sxpected
to move to a higher level in the future,

rices of hogs and sgus are favorable at & 8 Lime and
will ve incentives for Llncreased produstion in tLhese
anterprises,

Hatiods

The livestock comuittee arranged for beef cattle grading
iemonstrations on two farms in preparation for market
cattle sales to be held in Mehmond,

Veterinarians of the Virglnia Departasnt of ke
resented a progras befors the County Soard of Ay
memboers on Srucellosis Contreol methods an

wine alth Certification progranm,

jeef catile and swine specialists assisted in esanting
an outlook program on livestock production before the
ounty BSoard of Agriculture,

Producers were advised of area feeder pig sale schedules
for ons year and assisted in consigmment of pigs to the
selea,




The livestock comaittes assisted in bringing information
on location of avallable meat=type breeding stocks before
all swine producers,

The committee alsc assisted in setting up & schedule of
farms for sheep shearers visiting the area and in notifye
ing farmers of the schedule,

Farmers and the agent attended the annual area poultry
sehool at Gloucester Courthouse where specialists of V,.P.I.
and feed company representatives discussed poultiry proe
duction practices, grading, marketing and management,
roducers Livestock were informed of current research
vork through meetings, personal viasits, rs, telephone
an ews articles,

fforts were made Lo carry out all work through the proper
committess with assistance of as many membears as possible,

Hemults

As & result grading demonstratlons over fiftee ITO-
of beaf cattle were bettar informed of the grade
» belng produced on farms in this area,

Through cooperation of Virginia Department of Agriculture
Veterinarians, farmers are Letter informed on Jrucellosis
and othe iisease control methods, me farmer is partici-
sating in the Swine Health Certification program, thers
Are raratin 1 the county-wide OSrucellosis contrel

rogram,

rogram on outlook by V.P,I, specialist and
Llow up work producers are better able ¢ ¢ mbere
of livestock to farm production capabilities and also %
narket demand,

Farmers were kept abresst of feeder pig sale results in
tlehmond and more produe are showing an interest in

Lhis outlet,

ver 40O pigs were sonsigned from the county duri
past year by threes farmars,

number of swine producers secured meal type boars and

Lta a8 & result of efforte by the livestock 1tiee,




All shee roducers were scheduled for sheep shearer
services during sarly spring.

Jeveral famers purchased more feeder calves than in
previous years or purchased cattle for the first time
slanning to make use of cheap pastures and other home
grown fesds,

- slubs we organised in six communities wit & total
snrcllmsut of 77 sewbeara, Some of these members were not
rganised clubs due %o the faot that they lived irx

whare there was no organised club,

ome areas d yL have snough interested boys w girls
to have an organised club, The agents have attempted to
organise in other communitles, however, sffort to secure
:lub leaders nas met with 1littls success,

=i members attendi: Camps an £ rt ourses in 1y~
show promise in their respsctive communities of securing
ther members and ancouraging greater participation |
4= activities,

t orogras 13 dependent on the amount

ailable from leaders and in tils area

¢ capable of being LeH Club lesders are already
other organisation activities, art or full-
r raising & family,

were organised with Lewpor

® assisted in distributing Lel calendars
Lhe county,

jeveral members were assisted in securing livestock

rojects for Richmond Junior livestock show and sale,

L attanded areas moeat-lype hoj;




embers were gi » tradning in land Judging,

v v s dairy Judging and
iriving in preparation for Northeast
itests held in Richmond,

sland Dame Heluge an
oratory in connectl
roject was made t

it iwanis an wamber of Commerce
steraine ways in which ecivie clubs
mote Lel work,

mambers and leaders were informed by peisonal

lotters, telsphone and news articles of
tunities for improvement through parti

the Lell elub program,

Membearsnip in Ll has decreased since clubs have
bean organised in the communities, but Lhe ine-
terest of mambers is greater and fications are
the membership will inerease,

er participation by members 1
test was experienced,

X

aLiended
s I

attended Senlor L=t
femoers two clubs erected Ll Dooths at th

ludb Fall Carnival held during
allowe'en weekend,




nsiderably on management

3 meral Manager,

and closin
it pianning t.e
ase and repai:
wildings, t
4ol Camp Board
called meetings,

opment
) ot

ssults

t was made to securs assistance for
decision making, managemsnt and im=
keeping.

t that a geod number farmers bene-
n this assistance given in meetings,
visits with specialists and through
communications,

farmer was added Lo the list of Farm and

Home Development families in 1960, All families
ares making satisfactory progress,

or 60,000 scres of forest land in
ounty of wideh 25,000 acres is on

farm » | over and
now lies idls ax growtl uch ene
>hasis has bee aced on plans for an improved
forestry program, S3Several landowners each year
make some improvesment in woodland screage,

thds

Bulldosing of fifty acres on four faras has been
sccomplished in 1960 through the cooperation of
the Chesapea Corporation at West Polnt,




- 17 -

he egos A vorked considerably on management

the J joff Canp as Jeneral Manager,

This ils @ opening and closin

and fall; ssaisting with planning &

v ersonnal, nurchase d repair

skeep of grounds and bulldings, tak

and reporting to the L=l Camp BSoard

at annual and other called meetings,
ther Activities

home velopment
and Results
An attempt was made to secure assista

farmars on decision making, managemer
rove scord keeping.

is felt that a good number of farmers bLene-
ted from this assistance given in mestings,

personal visits with specialists and through
written communications,

me farmer was added to the list of Farm and

Home Development families in 1900, ALl fami
are making satisfactory progress,

‘orestry

tids fam woodland has been ¢
now lies idle serud growth, uch eme
hasis has been placed on plans for an improved
forestry program, Several landowners each year
make somé ilmprovesent in woodland acreage,
Bulldosing of fifty acres on four faras has been
sccomplished in 1960 through the cooperstion of
the Chesapeakes Corporation at West Point,




ogram will assist the reforesta-
of thids bulldosed acreage ine seed-
s will be set during the comi winter
Lhs,

lab in one community has agreed t
restry project L t 3 hoped
lhe cooperativ slng prograa
such soreage will ©t z fuctive

agaln,

and Results

rying represents a majcr source of income in
ames City County, and there are alne dalry
farms in the county with elght belng members of
oelsAs Tnis enterprise accounts for approxi-
ately 25 percent of the total farm income,

ne dairymen in working closely with the D, H,.I.A.
supervisor who is located in an adjoining coune
Ly ee C Ate on all phasas iuction

and managmment,

sommities woridin | ) snt plans
any special programs or assistance needed
wy individual dairy farms,

everal farms in changing ownership or manage-
ent have improved considerably the facilities
with one new loafing barn and hay storage being
constructed, one new milking parlor and an
addition to another milking parlor along with
the installation of & bulk tank,

he dalrymen are most cooperatliy

agencies organised to assist




exists bLetwee

aganclea,

are always referred
wd although Forestr ) -
gies have n ant DOIrse
the county, all requests are
ffices serving James
all instances have beer

with efficiency.

AS Area witnh
X st Aieohmon romises to be the
Juts tar mplishaent of producers and Axtens are
sonnel X rat n with the Lrginias Department

Agriculture an market opars:
The deman 3 increasing fo igs produced a

wotected against iseases through vaecination.

was sasisted by the Agric

altry Speciallst,
t and many others

s and enter

report,
asanted '1/ t B ‘'s &

sotin s, an h X high school

ssistance was gl ivil Defense officials in gettir
started a series mestings to ianform county people of the
need for an adequate protection plan, The first meeting
vas hal for ounty oard af Agricultiure asmbers,

The agent was recently designated Chaimman of the County
SDeA, imergency Planni Committee for the Counties of
Jumas Clity i York, and the Citles of Newport News and
Hampton,
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