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IV, COUNTY SITUATION

Nottoway County is rural with a total population of 15,k79. It
consists of 310 square miles (less 26,000 acres in Camp Plckett), Far-
ming is the chief industry and the source directly or indirectly of the
livelihood of most of the people. Tobacco is the main crop on land
sulted for diversified farming. lalrying is a large farm industry in the
Sounty, perhaps second to tobacco, Other small industries in the County
are flour, rayon hosiery, garments, veneer, cut stone and fertiliser,

There are three small towns in the County, Hlackstone is the lar-
gest, population 3,500, and is the business trading and cultural center
of the County., Crewe is a railroad towm, and the N & W Rallroad is one
of the larger industrial means of income among the non=farm industries,
urkeville is a small incorporated village in the western end of the
ounty.

The people are public spirited minded. There are three white
schools - Hlackstone, Crewe and Burkeville (elementary)., The people take
a great deal of interest and are very active in church, school, educational
and eivie programs and organizations that make for better living and better
®ommunities,

The County will and is recuperating from the "boom town" effects
of Camp Pickett. The compensation for fewer dollars will be sounder and
more normal living conditions, standards and family life, lany women who
vorked at Camp Pickett have retumed to their homes and homemaking. ILiving
conditions will be more stable and conservative which is always good,

The drought of the past {ew years has also caused considerable loss
in income,

°
With education, health, courage and industry, the people of Nottoway
ounty can continue to achieve the good 1life for its people as can all
like commnities and counties in our country that believe they can.

Ve ADULT WORK

Project wWork
l. Foods and Mutrition

Four months were given to this area of homemaking. The
demonstration cholces were "Feeding the Family Adequately on
Today's Food Dollar®, “"Adequate Meals « High in Food Values,
low in Calories”, "ireesing Sandwiches", and "lressing Up
Pveryday Foods". s the title of ecach demonstration shows,
the problems involved in each subject are pertinent problems
of every homemaker of all times and specifically of present
times. Today's food prices and income, the natural interest
in the overwveight becoming normal weight, and the new means
of food preservation (freesing) are self explanatory in why




the women in the County felt the need for a study of the
selected phases of feeding the family adequately and happily.

4, Objectives
—— e

The objestives as stated In the 195k Plan of Work are
as follows:

(1) To improve the health and happiness of the people
by well planned meals with emphasis on the mtri-
tional needs for various age grouwps,

To assist the homemakers in providine variety in
meals using home grown food,

To save time, energy and food value in food prepe
aration by teaching good food handling techniques,

(L To teach wise buying of foods,
b. Procedure

In preparation for the four menths devoted to foods
work, Mrs. Mery L. Thompson, Fuod Specialist of VPI, held
two classes for Food leaders, The Leaders took the infor-
mation to thelr clube and gave practical demonstrations in
sach program. The Fome Demonstration Agent gave about 7
demonstrations to clubs when {t was necessary and advisable,

Bulletine and illustrative materials relating to the
demonstrations were distribated; also, news articles and
radio programs were used to emphasise this in club program.

¢. Results

The total benefits derived from the 195k food education
efforts was the adding of more information to the homemaker's
food knowledge and skills in keeping her family healthy and
happy. They were taught how to plan and buy food equal in
food value but half as mich in cost through selection of
inexpensive but nutritious foods; alse, how to cut calorie
intake in half and maintain high food values in meals. A
complete, tasty, inexpensive and satisfying meal was cooked
and served to show how it could be done.

In freesins sandwiches, homemakers were shown how time,
eneryy and food can be saved through planning and freesing.

jerving everyday foods attractively everyday encouraged
her to do the "extra and above® planning in order to add
color, interest and variety in every meal everyday.

Housing




A need exists for the latest information and seientific
research findines on housshold insect contrel to rid homes and
farme of unsanitary and destructive pests,

s Objestive

To teach methods and techniques of recognizing and cone
trolling household pests.

b. Procedure

r. J. 0, Rowell, Extension Entomologist, held a four
hour class in teaching new effective insecticides and how
to use them, habits of common housshold pests and methods
of spraying.

¢. Results

The teaching was done in terms of "we need not live
with dirty an rn carrying pests with modern insecticides
being what they are”, ach member was given the information
necessary to control them and the assurance it could be
fone with little effort.

d. Next Years ‘lork

To fight household and farm pests on commmity and
County basis,

House Furnishings
At the Program “lanning Meeting, the club members expressed

the need for knowing how to care for, repalr and refinish floors
and furniture.

&, Objectives
(1) To teach homemakers the type of finishes to use
on floors so they will give the best wear for the
amount of money spent.
To give information on how to care for wood floors.

To teac ow to upholster a plece of furniture.

give information on how to make housekeeping
an easier job,

be Procedure

The Home Arent held a Leaders' Meeting and taught the
demonstrators how to refinish floors, the best floor finishes,




e

and how to care for floors. A condensed sheet of hows and
why were given Lo cach member; also, samples of woods and
floor seals, 1 [eaders took the information back to thelir
clubs and presemted it.

Miss Ruth Jamison, Extension House Furnishings Special-
ist of VPI, held an upholstering cliniec in May,

c. Results

Homemakers were taught the best type of finish to use
on their floors and how to care for them, Floor seal was
recommended,

Nine pleces of furniture were repaired and re-upholstered
in the upholsterine workshop. The women who were taught
have re-upholstered at home; also, helped others, They and
the Home Agent held a small workshop in Rurkeville, Two
ma jor sofa problems were successfully completed,

Community workshops will be held in 1955 to repair and
re-upholster furmiture that needs 1it,

rafts

Every person benefits from being able to make things, Satis-

factions are gained, omen are always interested,

a, Objectives
(1) To provide the opportunity for club members to
jevalop sikille and techniques in stenciling,

To stimalate the creative mind,

To develop an appreciation of good workmanship,
materials and tools,

To develop pride in producing something useful
and beautiful with the hands and mind,

b. Procedure

me demonstration was given to Early American stenciling.
The Home Demonstration Arent and two leaders went to Peters-
burg to receive help from Miss Catherine Peery, Rural Arts
Specialist of VPI, on Tarly American stenciling. They, in
turn, held a class in stenciling for Leaders and for clube,

Miss Peery held a meeting for those interested in
Advanced Textile Painting. Local Leaders held meetings on
aluminmum etehings throughout the County.




¢, Results

For the talented and the interested, the Early American
stenciling vas a challenge and a joy. One member in parti-
¢ular did very fine and extensive work. In all, 100 pieces
were done,

Twenty<five members attended the Special Interest
‘eeting on Advanced Textile Palnting. Many do lovely things
for their homes and for gifts.

d. Next Year

All erafts will be put into Special Interest Meeting,
Home Manazement
a. Objectives
(1) To create an interest in knowing where money comes
from and where it goes, This should lead to a
lesire to keep records of the family income and

spending,

To give information on such business matters as
bankings, insurance, wills, ete,

3) To stimlate famlly coe-operation in money management.
rocedure
Miss en Alverson, Home Management Speclalist, held a
Special Interest Meeting on "The Use of the Family Money".
ne members attended,

¢. Results

nterest vas created in money management and business
matters, banking, wills, ete,

de Next Year

This 1is a fie P in which good and very mch needed
work could and sh i be done,

Clothing

ood Orooming w ject of clothing area.

a. Objective

To recelve basic information in the essentials of good
srooming.




be Procedure

The Home Demonstration Avent gave the demonstrations
on Oood Nrooming.

¢. Results

Faphasis was placed on good grooming on the homemaking
Job rather than for company. The material was presented
to widen the scope of thinking on what good grooming is
and how important it is to be well groomed at home for ouwr
famdlies, Attendance was good and the women receptive.

« Federation Ooal

195k was the first year of Fanily life as a Federation Ooal,
[t was adopted for the 1955 Home Demonstration Club theme and
Federation Ooal.

The first years work in this goal did little more than to pro-
mote interest and thousht in important factors and needs in happier
family life. Ooing around are such thoughts as "after family hap-
piness and industry come food, clothing and shelter” and "the Jdollar
i3 not the greatest need of the average American home”, DBasic needs
for happiness in a home are being considered. 1955 should show
outstanding accomplishnents, achievements and results in richer
amily life.

Two monthly demonstrations were givean over to the Federation
‘oal, Family Iife. The fome Demonstration Agent presented a pro-
gram on "Democratic Fumlly living and The Faamily Council* in
Jamuary. In June, the lome Demonstration Agent held a Leaders'
Meeting on Teen-Arers. The leaders presented the topic to local
clubs. At least five highly recommended booklets and leaflets were
given to sach member,

Three clubs used Family Life as a subject in educational booths
in the Farmers' Days Fair, asic needs of Temeigers, basic needs
for happy fanily living and hobblies for healthful home environment
were the toples exhibited,

In individual Home lemonstration Clubs, efforts were made to
encourage richer fasmily life. Fach club held a family picnie in
Ausust with emphasis on happy community living,

everal clubs sponsored family nights with dinners and planned
pames for all the family. These were held in commnity centers,

ther Activities

L. County Objectives




Recommendations made by County Home Demonstration Committee
for club objectives,

The National fAome Demonstration Club pin will be presented
by the club to those members who reach the following goals:

&, Attend at least 9 meetings of the elub during the year,
(80% of the members attended regular meetings)

the program by
ing or serving as an officer

“

iy a demonstration
jerving on a committee

Making a report
(951 took some part and responsilility in the pro-
gran

Memorize the omemakers' Creed,
(33€ of the members memorized the Creed)

Take information received throush the Uxtension Program
to 3 or more non-club members.
(882 of members reported this)

Apply S supgestions which have been received through
the program during the year,

(99€ reported yes on this)

Have a ochest x-ray.
(95% report res on this)

ilt Demonstrations

following result demonstrations are underway:
¥itehen

Mrs, Harold Walker, Surkeville

Mrs. Dick lorrester, Route 3, Hlackstone
Mrs., Tomy ‘ottley, Burkeville

Yard

Mrs. L. E, "lliamson, Route 2, Crewe

Mrs. Merele Wells, Crewe

felen Clitty, Hlackstone

=¥ Room Inprovement

-




mn Oracey, ackstone
Patsy Allianson, Wellville

ork is being done on these projects., The Home Demonstra-
tion Asent has given very little time and thought to them. A
fow she hasn't seen, ort conferences have been held with
Patsy and her mother and also with Mrs. Citty in landscaping
the grounds about her home,

3. ommunity Improvement “ork

The Indian Oak Club worked on cleaning up a wayside area
one mile out of Crewe. This project was started last year,
The purpose of this work is to make an availahle public area
more attractive in appearance and to provide a place for out-
door eatine.

ie National Woro Demonstration Club Week

National Home ‘emonstration Clab Week was observed in the
following ways:

a. wch elub wrote a subject of interest of work done in
its Home Demonstration Club for the 2 county newspapers.

Fourt een ilo broadcasts were given by Home Demonstre-
tion Club members on the importance of Extension work
to communities and to countiecs,

ted non=club members %o many club meetinss.

fhe Home Demonstration Agent wrote articles on Extension
work and 'lone Temonstration Club work,.

e, izhteen menmbers atiended Mstrict Meeting in Taporia.

Achi evement Dmy
————t el

The County Home Demonstration Committee decided to combine
fome Demonstration ichievement Nay with Farmers' Days (Nottoway
county Fair). They felt no better way could be used to show
the greatest number of people the work, ideals and achievements
of the 195k County llome Demonstration Clubs.

ach club planne nd organized an educational exhibit
featurine one part of the 1954 program of work. The 195k proe
gram was a practiecal one, n each exhibit there was the lesson
that attractive homes and good home living stem from sikill,
education, creativeness, thought and imagination. For example:
home upholstering, rug making from scraps and mutritious lowe
cost and highecost meals,




Three clube salected the Federation Goal, Family Life, as
their theme, t 8 i1t they challenge the public to give
more thought to the bhasic ingredients of happy famlly living.

The following is e content of each club's exhibit,

a., Indian Oak Clul ! made Tugs

They centered thelr exhibit around a clab project, a
cludb owned loom., This is an unique interest in the County.
Featured vere rug .he loom; also, hooked, crocheted
and braided m tions were given on weaving.

ey also showed colorful and beautiful rugs can be made
from rags and scraps of materials,

nion Clab =« Low=Cost <« MHigh-Cost Meals

Knowing how to spend the food dollar for maximum nutrie-
tion values was the theme. Two meals can be equally nutri-
tious, one costing one~half as much as the other., They very
ably showed the need for every homemaker belng informed on
nutrition and feeding her family adequately.

St, Marks - Family Life

"Teen-Agers” was the theme. "The Things That Make A
leen-Ager Whole" was the thought., Featured were the influence
of the home, church and school in building his 1ife; alse,
his needs, lov salth, work, play, worship, romance and
adequate parenta,

Nottoway Club « Household Pest Control

The cludb eff« i y and simply emphasised the impore
tance of ridd ; ymes and grounds of all insects and
pests, With modern ecticides, they are unnecessary,
e three most effective ones were exhdbited,

Wellvi 1b « Farly American Stenciling

hippindale (large and small), Queen Anne and owal
trays in bot ormal and informal design were tastefully
ilsplayed against a setting of dulled green wallpaper and
soft maple furniture. Trash cans and bookends were also
included, Materials and instructions for stenciling were
exhibited, eronstrations were given on how to cut stencils
and apply gold lronse.

Lone Pine Cl = (ood (Grooming

Health, clet 1ess and neatness have an inverse rela-




tionship in pgoox L es : grooming essentials
vere developed

2. Hackstone Club « Upholstering

Jhowing how to do your upholstering at home was the
cbjective of the wckstone Club. A chalr in the upholstere
ing process a a0 finished chalrs were shown. Literature,
equipment and materials needed in upholstering were also
shown,

he Fairview Club « Refinishing and Care of floors

quipment and materials on the care of and how to
refinish floors were shown; also, samples of wood in the
different stagee of refinishing.

i. Woodland Club - Hobbies are Healthful

The Federation Ooal, Family Iife, was agaln used,
reative livlr through ereative hobbies make hap and
healthful people was the thought of the exhildt., Sach mem=
ser in the Woodland Club (a small elub) named her hobby
and exhiblited some of her work, To mention a few « china
painting, crocheting, upholstering and hooked rugs, garden-

ing and [lowers.

Agnew Club « Namonzine Clal

complimentary poster exhibit on the Federation Goal
was used, That overy famlly can be happy if they so choose
was the thousht, t's uwp to the familyl

om Lmwprovement
e L Ahh . ]
lanning meetiness were held by representative girls from

esach elub, RTonx [iprovement was selected for the Ln-school
project of five 4= 8,

op an interest in house fumishings and
Avpearance.,

1b members to make the best use
ishings,

rove lighting by learning to make




Proc edure

onthly de
and rara Agents

od methods and standards of room care
anent.

mstrations were given by the County Fome

> rt cuts in room care, how to make a

lamp, how to section dresser drawers and how to make trash

cans.

were asked

met the requi

shown how Lo do the above, the children

owe and sake the articles, About 50%
of completion of the projects,

The very alert ‘ellefonte Club held a workshep in
August to make wrticles for thelr rooms, Tavers were

sectioned, plet
AL this time,

how to
tion

awing Ooxes
laundry bagss &
nrolled clot

8 framed and wvaste paper baskets made

roject "So You'd Iike to Sew -

fundamentals of clothing cone

an appreciation of good workmanship
job well done.

wore advanced construction methods to
olled in Make or Remake.

ish standards of good workmanship,

taugzht how to equip & sewing box and
wing equipment., Basic sewing construc-
lesonstrated, They were stitches,

> follow sewing directions and instructions.

were equipped. Hand towels, handkerchiefs,
aprons were sade. Sach of the b6 girls
completed two or more articles,




eadmaking

ne club (seniors elected breadmaking as in-school proe
ject.,

a. )bjectives

To tea the girls how to make various types of

read,
To set standards of work in food handling.
To know how good bresd should look and taste,
Proc edure
roject meetines on breadmaking were held,
e. Results
No project mectings were held after Jobruary to teach
breadmaking. Three lessons in breadmaking were taugzht in
November, December and February that included biscuits and
muffins,
ther Activities

l. Natiomal L4eH Clu eek

Many varied sctivities took place during the week. The
National LeH Club leek celebration was held jointly with fouwr
other counties at lackstone and was quite successful.

Iwo county entrance simms were erected, one at the Din-
widdie line on LS50 and one at the Amelis line on 360, Bille
boards on Club work were erected in Nottoway, Mecklenburg,
Frunswick and Lunenbur ounties. A TV program was carried
over WIVR by the Nottoway Li=H Club members, and 13 radie
programe were carried durineg the week. A 16 page special L-H
Edition, embracing the five counties was published, and many
articles on club work were published in the local papers of
the five counties, L=N Club posters announcing leH Club Week
were erected in public places in all five counties, and several
vindows displaying li=H Cludb work were exhibited,

Highlight of eck activities was the i=H Club Parade,
led by the Pickett Tand and the Pickett Pipers, and 16 floats
sponsored by loca siness concerns in co-operation with LeH
“lub members helping with the construction of the floats.
jottovay County wa appy to receive the group honor on floats
and also the individual honor with Iron BEridge LeH Club float
sponsored by the Hlackstone Fuel and Supply Company.




The ¢ludb members enjoyed recreation following the Camp
Plekett "and Concert, efreshments were furnished by the
lackstone Retall Verchants Assoclation for the members who
brought their lunches,

jeveral people exproessed the comment it was the largest
crowd ever seen in the irmory for a Fand Concert, Over 700
people saw the Talent Show with contestants representing the
five counties participating. Nottoway and Mecklenburg shared
top honors in the Talent Show,

e are all looking forward to a bigger and better show
Lunenburg next year 1955).

tural Life Sunday
e ————— e e e

ounty~¥Wide Rural Life Sunday was held in Yay on the
Nottoway Court House lawm with good attendance by L-H members
and parents,

Reverend v, Momas, Methodist minister from Purkeville,
led the service, ne L="'ers had a part in the service,

Jounty-¥ide OCame Night was held in Hlackstone in Ausust
with around 80 L="ers and parents present, Miss Joan Martin,
an IFYE delegate from Ireland, showed slides and spoke on her
homeland, Followines this, the group enjoyed games and square
s ne«.

4o State lL-H Short Course

fwelve L4-H C1 nembers attended the State L= Short Course
which was held at V in June, ight of these nembears won the
right to attend through some phase of project work,

istrict

Twenty-nine L= 1 members from Nottoway County attended
the District Camp held at Camp Farrar, Virginia Beach, Virginia,
along with club members from Amelia, Lunenburg and Mecklemburg
‘ounties in July. ) program was composed of athletics, swim-
ming, vespers and evening program.

ounty L-H Achlevement ay

=i Achlevement Day

Plans are beins made for a County-Wide
o be held in Crews ‘ancary 15, 195§,

alent Show

he first Count The Fan" Talent Show was won Ly




Joan Clay on Saturday, Febtruary 20th in the Crewe ifigh Scheol
\uditorium, Joan is from the Crewe Tth Orade leH Club and sang
"Riochett",

Nancy Simonton and Susan Clay of the BSellefonte L=H Clud
won sesond place with thelr Ballet Dance, Carol Hoberts from
the Crewe 6th Orade hei Club played a plane nusber, "Malaguana”,
winning third place honor while Jane Gracey of the Iron fridge
Jr. LeH Clud also a planist won fourth place playing "lorothy".

»

These five L=l Club members represented Nottoway County
in the Talent Show held during Mational LeH Club Week in the
Mlackstone Wigh School iluditorium on March 13th, Other counties
who participated in that talent show were Frunswick, Amelia,
Mecklenbures and lLunenburg. even of the elght local LN Clube
had participants Lhe contest,

on Oreene of radio station WSVS livened up the show as
our Mester of Ceremony, The Talent Show was judged by iss
Jean Butts, music teacher of Crewe, Miss Jean Anderson, msiec
teacher of "ackstone and Mrs, Martha Wheary, County Health
Nurse.

The "Share The Fun Program" was sponsored by the U, S,
fubber Company, & pes Supply Company of Hliackstone furnished
the prises for this Talent Show,

8. IFYE Dele es

nrique Peres, an [IYF delegate from Chili, spent 3 weeks
in Nottoway County with the families of R. C, Dews and W. R.
Fisher., A wonderful association was welded between Hrique
and these two families,

nrique spoke at the Soard of Agrieulture Meeting, three
renges, three Lell Tlubs, one high school assembly program, and
the Iions Club. !e stole the hearts of Nottoway people he met.
orrespondence betweon he and the families he stayed with has
continued since his return home,

Joan Martin, a delegate from Irseland, spent several weeks
in the County in the home of the ¥, W, Oraceys. She spoke and
showed slides of her homeland before a County<Wlde Le! meeting
and two Home Demonstration Clubs, She also visited each Home
emonstration Club president in the County.

9. lL=H Homemaking Contest

In the Fall of 1 -3, two rirls from Nottoway County won
first place in the Uistrict Contest. They were lois Norten,
senior contest) in Ffood Preparation, and Jane Oracey, Junior
Tress "avue.




Six senior girls and six junior girls took part in the 1954
County Contest and plan to go to the Distriect Contest in
Patershurg on December lth,

TOUNC MEN AND WOMEN WORK

There is no special organization for older youths in this County.
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OF ORGANIZATION

A. County Home Demomstration Committee

The County Home Demonstration Committee is the planning body
for all Fome Demonstration Clubs in the County, This committes,
which meets semi-annually, is composed of the County Officers

ounty Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and Feder-
ation Goal Chairman) and the President and Program Development
hairman from each club,

The committee met three times in 1954 to plan the County
yme Demonstration Program and to conduct federation business.

« County Board of Agriculture

The Nottoway County Mard of Asriculture, which is composed
of nine committees, is the Agricultural Planning Group in the
ounty. The committees met last Fall to review the past years
work and to make recommendations for the 1954 program.

« County LeH Council

1. Objestives

&, To have each club participate in National L<Hl Clubd
veek in rche




To have each club take part in the County-Wide Rural
[Afe Sunday in "ay.

To have each club participate in County-iide L=H Club
Plenic in August.

To hold quarterly Council meetings to make specifie
plans for county-wide activities.

To have Honor 1b members to be active junior leaders

"
1
of thelr local clubse,

Proe edure

All of the objectives were carried on by working with and
through the County Council, Honor Club, Granges, Civie Clubs,
ministers and local leaders,

These objectives were goals of the County Council, The
officers of the local clubs carried them to thelr clube,

3. Hesults
The Nottoway County Lell Council officers for 195k were;

Ann Oracey, ;r.-“.zn'z, Lois Norton, Vice-President, Mary Kanipe,
jecretary

The Council met three times during the ysar to plan county-
wide activities,

Honor Club

The Honor Club members helped with the preparation for Natiomal
4=H Club Week in the Spring and also L=H records,

The Club held a covared dish supper meeting in May. The highe
light of the evening's program was the tapping of eleven new men~
wrs into the Club followsd by an inspirational talk givem Yy
"Uncle Johnnie" Atkisson of McKemney. MHe challenged the new mem-
bers to give the best they had in them for their LeH Club,

. b'mt( All-Stars

@here 15 an All-Star Organisation in the County; but so far
as the Tome Demonstration Agent is aware, it is not %00 active nor
did it contribute to any degree to the 1954 Le!l Progranm,

Fo County Young Men an omen Noard

-




Jo County Le=H Project "lamning Committes

The County Council, comslsting of County Council Officers and
=1 Club Presidents, met two times in the Spring for the purpose
of planning the 'f- S ineschool l~H Program.

n the first meeting suggestions were offered as to what LeH
Zlubs wanted in thelr program, The informtion was taken back to
the clubs and first, second and third choices were voted upon.

The final selection was made in the second planning meeting.
The in-school projeet and program selected was "Good Crooming” and
"Recreation in the Fome",

4 DERSHIP

Conuwributions of the Followine Volunteer Leaders

l. Organizatioaal

The individual clubs are very independent and self-sufficient
in carrying on club work. The officers and leaders accept full
responsibility of the program, business and interest of cludb
and members, Attendance and co-operation is good in all county-
wide Home Demonstration efforts.

2. Program Development

Program Development Lesaders are selected to lead in devel-
oping a program of work beses on the needs and interests of the
commnity and county. The Home Demonstration Agent held a
meeting in May to help Program Development lLoaders find ways
to hold more effective cludb discussions to determine their needs
and interesis, Program Development Lsaders are a part of the
Jounty Planning Committee and help set up the County Prograa.

3. Subject Matter

fome Demonstration subject matter leaders gave ten of the
195k demonstrations except in individual cases when the Home
Demonstration Agent gave them for one reason or another. lach
elub had 9 leaders consisting of 1 Federation Goal, L Foods,
2 Crafts and 2 Housing.

U=H Club subject matter leadership is one of the big needs
of the ixtension "rogram in Nottoway County. Only four women
and one girl made any large contribution to the beil Clube in
leadership,

irowth of Leaders
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Young Men and Vomen Clubs
bthing to Report

e« Activities and Accomplishmnents of an Outstandl s leader

Mrs, Marion Boswell, County Committee Secretary and President
of the Amnew Fome Demonstration Club, is a leader who well repre-
sents womanhood, mother, home, community and Home Demonstration

lub work, She accepts the challenges and responsiidlities of sach

and through her genuine personal qualities, intelligence, integrity,

consideration, \v'-v*q“ s and thoughtfulness, makes & good mark of

influence on the thinking and actions of people and organisations
her elub, community and county.

The people in her commnity respect her judgment and look to
er for leadership. is very active in all civie organisations,

«lfa




>TA, Oarden Club, Chaurch work, kindergarten school, as well as
lome NDemonstration work,

Mrs, foswell conservatively plans and provides for happy,
wvholesome, and creative living for her two sons, For example -
she was very much interested in the demonstration "freesing
sandwiches” in order that she could at a moments notice provide
for and accompany the boys on family walks and pionice in the woods.

ihe recently plamned a playroom and did all the work in making
a family playroom in the basement.

Her home represents sound and steady values in home and commun-
ity lfe,

o Activities and Accomplishments of Some Outstanding Family

An outstanding family is the Williamson family who live near
jottoway Court House, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Williamson and their 5
children are an enthusiastic and progressive farm family,

Mrs. Williamson i3 a very active fome Demonstration woman.
ihe has been Treasurer of County fome Demonstration Committee and
sresident of her club for the past two years, Under her presidency
the Nottoway fome Demonstration Club grew greatly in enrollment.
1th the end of her offices this year, she plans to work with LeH
lub,

Four of the Williamson children are heHl Club members., The
oungest is not old enough, harlotte, Lewis, Nancy and Jeannie
carry all of the =¥ projects in the offering - Food Preparation,
‘alves, Poultry, Pigs, Room Improvement, Clothing, etc., Charlotte,
1L, attended the L-H Shart Coarse in June.

The Williamsons bullt thelr house on the VPI plan and are now
carrying on a result demonstration in landscaping.

They set a good, intelligent and wholesome standard of living
in their home, community, church and school.

o Activities and Accomplishments of Most Outstanding Clubd

The Nottoway Club is one of the outstanding fome Demonstration
Clabe in our County. ro, Lewis Williswson, who 15 one of our
outstanding fara women, 1» the president., Under hesr direction,
interest and enthusiasa the enrollmant has more than doubled,

One of her most Laportant accomplishments in her club was to
make each member feel and accept her iLmportance and responsibilities
in carryings on her clu ork. This means co-operation is the
spirit of the club.




The Nottoway Clab has now about thirty members of all ages,
many of whom are young homemakers. This makes for a very active
club, Attendance is always good, and the clud is always repre-
serted in all meetings,

ORX IN CO-OPERATION WIT JTHIR AGENCIE

The Extension workers and lome Demonstration Club members co-
operated with the Health Departaent by encouraging participetion in the
Chest I="amy Program. Club members assisted in visiting homes before the
elinic and with transportation to and from the mobile unit, Publicity
through radio, press and circular letters went out from the Ixtension

i fice,

Fhe WA and VEPCO home economists worked with the 'ome Agent to
promote the education of the use of electricity in the homes, Jemonstire
tions on good lighting were civen to several L<f Clubs in commection with
the Room Improvement project,

xtension Agents co-operated with the sranges by supplying materials
for prozrams,

As a means of reaching people, the Agzent had the full co-operation
of 2 local radio stations and 2 local weekly newspapers, The fome and
Jounty Acents have a regular "Farm and Home Fromt" columm in the "Courier
lecord” and the "Crewe Chromicle”. Four-fifths of the homes in the County

are reached by one of these papers, The Home Agent has a 15 minute radio
orogran every other week over WSVS in Crewe. The radio station estimates
that approximately L/S of the rural population of Nottoway County listen
to this wroadcast., The Fome Arent estimates that 50% of the club members
qave TV sets and do not listen to the radio as regulariy as they used to.

Ile ONTRIBUTIONS OF THE 1954 PROGEAM TO BETTER FAMILY LIVING

elonging to her Home Demonstration Clab is the greatest benefit
derived from a years program by a homemaker and her family. This state-
ment is made and leads the list of benefits because no woman could belong
to and take part in an organization dedicated wholly to better family
living without, consciously or not, taking something of the teaching and
ideals into her home. The Lmpact of assoclations would so make this.

econd in importance would be the broadening of neighborliness,
friendliness and ideals and concepts of the homemsker., She Ldentifies
werself with progress, education and better family and commmnity life.
e learns and shares with other women and homes over a considerable dis-
tance who, because of differences in individuals and wvays of living, give
er a wider scope of values and reasons,

I'he 195k program of work included four demonstrations on foods
and nutrition, two on money manacement, to family life, and one cach de-
monstrations on good erooming, floor finishes, household insect control,
and farly American stenciling. lso, social activities such as picnics
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and Christass parties and speclal interest meetings on money mAnagement ,

textile painting, upholstering and tray stchings were held,

information and skills on sach subject were given to the Home
enonstration Club members, and special efforts were made to acourage
1em to apply in thelr homes what they had learned., This was done through
ibtle susgestions and presentation of the program in such a vay as to
notirate thinking on tha part of the member of what she could do and
oW 8he could use the material in her practical everyday homemaking,

s
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