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forage crope during the year,

On Ceelil VeoCoy's Farn, s demonstrator in the low Cowvpasture

Uver section, started a nev program, Mr, MeCoy's Farm plan each

yoar oalls for 20 seres of corn for grain, which 1s fertilised
vith TVA Demonstretional meterial. In 1960 ve used 4 different
kinds of fertiliser end had one weed comtrol desonstration, Mr.
Allen Yates, vWeed Cpecialist from the VI'I Pxtension sssisted us in
putting on the demomstration with 24D and Atrasine, At the
dencnstretion ve also used the wheel trsck methed of com planting.
ALl of this togetier gave us sn excellent demomstration to show
the farmers on the ground snd wes visited bty meny farmers
throughout the groving seeson.

As a regult of the demonstretion Mr, NeCay made the
following stetements "In 1961 I will purchase the weed killer
before 1 purchase ny com®,

More than 50 farmers saw this demomstration et various tines
during the year. Color slides takem at planting tisme, during the
groving sesson, end et harvest will be used in educational meetinge

in the coming year.
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cattle, and other entomology work. However, the mein pert of the
report covered the sssistance reaudered in the control of Japanese
beetle on the forme end in the homes of beth Coumty pecple, as wall
as the grounds and golf courses of the Virginis Hot Springs
Lo, eny o

The Netionel County Agent's Association throwgh the Shell 041

Conpany swvarded me 1lst prise for s Virginia Ageat,

FARM AND HOUME DEVELOFMENT

During the year the Farm and Home Development vork wes
continued with 27 farmers and 8 nev ones added., An immowetion in
the progrem this yeer wvas to make nimeograph meps of the farms in
the Farm and lome Development Program. 7This was done for five
farmers, The coocperator is given e copy of this mep with his
soll treatment listed each year on a seperste map. This gives
the farmer concrete information on each yeer and certainly sets

wp bench merks for the farmer,

VA

The TVA Frogrem wves continued with the 4 demonstretion farme,.

Howvever only 2 received fertiliser through the progran during the
yoar, We anticijpate that the program will be inereased another
yoar because it is nov possible for Beth Comty Demonstretors *o
receive their fertiliser throuwh the lerrisonburg Flent, In former
yoars we had to baul from Senbridge, Virginis, The 4 demcnstretors

kept records and they showed the value of fertilisin, jpestuwre end
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vith neny farm people being named on the comdttees. The charter
for the Bath County Industrisl Development Corporation wes
issued and is now voriking to seoure Industry for the Coumty.

Cur Extension commdttees Lave rendered valuable service to
this organisetiocn in thet owr people have been talking Industrial
Developmuent for meny years. Ve don't inow yet whet will come of

this program, but we will be reedy to sesist in my possible wvay.

The work in killing bugs and preventing sand curing of plant
disenses has Leen a big pert of County Agent's work in Virginia,
We sre called on to kill bugs end perssites both inside end
outside of cetile, sheep, hogs, chickens, dogs, and anything
else that farm pecple happen to own, 7The seme is true for
the flors,

All of our pecple are rurel, but only few are farmers,
However, they pll have bug problems, wvhether it be in the
kitchen, in the garden, on the lawm, on the shubbery, or in
the besement, the use of ilnsecticides has become s must, There-
fore it 48 the agent's respansiiility to have the latest
informetion to give out to those who need it.

When the Netional Assoclation of Coumty Agricultursl Agents

amnounced their Fest Contrel Contest in eerly 1960 then I

thought it was & natursl for any Agent in Virginis, but certeinly
included & big part of iy progrem in Beth County. 1 entered the

contest and wrote uwp the vork done in fece-fly control on beef

INIUSTRIAL

FLANNING
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Wildife Seeding Flots, Ferm snd licme Eleetric, lLooking Your best,

end Cerdening.

The 4~l! club nembers in the sehool clubs after the 5th grade
nay take projects they are interested in on an individual besis.
The project instruetion does not come in en orgenised class room,
but through perscnal contect either by leaders or agents.

There are fowr orgenised comumity clubs in different aress
of the county and meny of our top 4=l club mezbers are in these
clubs,

In the 'SLS Better 4l Cludb Contest for 1960 our community
elubs took all three prizes, namely: Ml Run, Cloverdale and
Fairview,

We had 32 4=ii boys and girls sttending Holidey Lake, 4
attending Conserwation Camy, 6 at the VFI Short Cowrse, 3 ot
the Uistriet Sheep Shearing Contest, 18 nembers toured the
Lurey Teverns, 5 sttended the Virginia Junior lereford Associa~
tion meeting, 100 sttended end took pert in the Religious Cervice
for Rural Life Sunday, 150 sttended 4=l Achievement Dey end 500
attended the Dath 4ol Farm Fair,

LiDUTRIAL FLANNING

In the Spring of 1960 the Fresident of the Local J. C's, end
the President of the Millbero Muritan Club, asked the Extension
Flamning Camittee to assist with the organisstion of an Industrial
Development Commiseion for Beth Commty. A meeting of sll interested

oounty people was set for Jume end such en organisation was started
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Wildlife Seeding Flots, Ferm end lome Electrie, Looking Your best,

and Cerdening.

The 4=l club members in the sehool clubs after the 5th grade
may take projocts they are interested in on an individuel besis.
The project instruction does not come in en organised class room,
but through personal contect elther by lesders or sgents.

There are fowr orgenised comamity clubs in different aress
of the county snd neny of our top 4=l club members are in these
clubs,

In the 'S1S Better 4ell Club Contest for 1960 our community
clubs took all throe prises, nemely: M1l Run, Cloverdale and
Falrview,

We had 32 4l boys and girls sttending Holidey Leke, 4
ettending Conserwntion Camy, 6 at the VFI Short Course, 3 et
the Uistriet Sheep Shearing Contest, 18 members toured the
Lursy Teverns, 5 sttended the Virginia Jumior lereford Associe~
tion mesting, 100 ettended end took pert in the Religious Service
for Rursl lLife Sunday, 150 ettended L~ Achievement Dey and 500
attended the Bath 4elf Farm Feir,

DIiDETRIAL PLANNING

In the Spring of 1960 the FPresident of the Local J, C's, and
the Fresident of the Millbere "uriten Club, asked the Extension
Flaming Coamittee to assist with the crganisation of an Industrial
ovelopment Coamission for Beth Coumty, A meeting of sll interested

nnty people was set for June and such an organisation was started




The planning of & program helps the agent in mexy ways.

le It gives satisfaection of inowing that it was sccomplished.
2¢ It gives scne assistance from tiose who plan.

Je In case of failure you can deteruine where, why, and how.

4+ FPast experiences sseist in guldance for future programs.

OIHER EXTENSICE FROGRAMS (Not pre-plamed in the regular 1960 Flan

of Vork)
YOUTH PROGRAM

Our i«ll progrem in Deth Coumty reaches 558 beys and girls
through organised 4=l clubs, This is not the largest progrem,
nor is it es large es it could be, However, we are reaching about
808 of all eligible bath County Youth.

EVAULATION

The cocperstion that wve receive from the Sahool boerd and
the School Officials is excellent, Ve have organised 4~ clube
in every schoal in Beth County, vith teachers sssisting the
clubs in meny instences.

Our projeet work in the school elubs hes bemn limited to
one project for the boys and one for the girls. The only exeception
being high sehool members can take more projects, for example
illboro iigh Sehocl is working on Cereer Mxplorstion end Velley
High Sehoal hes Autcomotive Unit I,

here vere 180 boys who planted pine seedlings during 1960,
This projeet wes explained under the forestry section of this

reports Other ;rojects included in the schoel progrem vere:




EVALUATION CHART OF THE 1960 FLAN
Gosl Exoeeded Equeled Approached
FURLLTRY
Hena, eemt
Tree Flanting
AGRONOMY
FPasture
Hay
LIVESTOCK
Beef Cettle
Calf Velght
Celf Grade
SHEEP FVALUATION
weldght ChART
Grede L
The progres plamning with the help of farmers is nev to both

the farmers and the sgent, It can be reedily seen Ly the above

chart that scme errors verc aade in the pre-plamning steges.

Frobably the cutstanding error was the lack of good beckground
information,

The 1961 porgras will be vorked on with this in mind, It
is the intention of the agents to select committees to vork on
the program for lecreetion and Yough and ecowbine these with ouwr
other standing committees to cover ell facets of the Dath County

population.
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cencus data, without proper correction for errer. Owr comittee

we behind owr farmers. It is always good to meet or exeeed o

gml.mu&hulswmtwfnwtm it wes beyond

all ressoning.

The best informetion for Deth lasd production comes through
the ASC Commty Office, The 1959 records show that fermers
spplying for the lusd incentive pmyment produced 89 pounds of
lasb per eve kept, These farmers ere the top 146 fermers from
our 201 sheep producers, but even with this correction the
figure would be 70 pounds or sbove for every ewe we have in the
coumnty.

The grades from the sgme figures as above have aversged G+,
This mekes us shee” of owr long Time [lan, which ealled for GO
pounds per eve and s grade of G+, Ve will have to reconsider
the goels for 1961 snd future yesrs in light of our findings
this year.

The sheep progrem is not es far advenced ss the ecalf
program, but we have talked in owr committee sbout o 90 pound
lasb progrem besed on the seme kind of rules as outlined in the
beef calf 500 pound club,

We are not in positiom in Beth Cowmty to produce early lambe.
However, ve can put weight on lambs in the sumer months, wvhich 1»
envied by most other Virginis cowmties, Owr lamb progres then
mtbo(urodtouu;roduluno!ht-lmuutmuym to

& top merket velght off gress slone.




this year was a nev former, Mr, W, F. Jeanks wvho sold 20 calves

greding O+ and sversging 505 pounds per head, The others placing

high in the judging weres F, H, Flocker, selling 32 cslves grade

ing O+ end weighing 503 poundsy ¥, G. Thompeon, selling 33 calves
greding W and veighing 505 pounds. These farmers did things that
others seem reluctent to sceept,

The problen of selling 500 pound calves from your cow herd is
much more difficult than would at first seem, I1f we ocould sell
800 ealves weighing 500 pounds rether than 429 pounds then owr
increesed incame would be {12,200,

This is the reason thet our beef cattle commdttee set out to
have everybody produce 500 pound calves for the sele. In order
to do this the farmer must produce early calves, We have
sdopted the following suggestions for use in owr oducational
progrens

1s Twm the bull with the cows on April 15%h, after he has
been greined for at lesst 60 deys, snd leave him only 75 days.

2. Sell the cows that are found to be open the following
fall.

3. Feod the calves in the swmer if the pesture becomes dry.

4 Identify all cows end celves, culling those cows not
produeing top calves.

The goal for 1960 in the sheep bLusiness in Bath County wes
sot by our committee et 53 pounds per ewe held, This figwre

vas entirley out of line probebly due to the use of owr 1954

LIVEST(CK




the year bty our Forage School and the program at the VFI Institute
of Rural Affeirs,

In the 1960 plan the ccumittee did not set eny particular
yield %o vork towards, but some incresse is needed, 7This wes to
be done by putting corn om comn land and not on gress land,
Therefore the aoreage in corn deeressed in 1960 Yy 178 while the

leids decreesed only 6ff. This vas esoctomplished throwgh better
weed control, vo demonstrations were held in the cowmty to show

he adventage of eontrolling weeds,

LIViET OoCK

The 1960 goel for beef calves sold wes set at 435 pounds end
e grade of G=y The gonl for sheep production wes to increase the
volght of lasbe per owe to 53 pounds and to bhold & grude of Good.

The beef cattle goel of 435 pounds was not resched during
the year becauses our Lese for figuring wes changed considerably.
here wvere noarly 900 lsth County calves godng through the two
seles st the liighlend County Livestock Market, 1his was 200
more than had Leen consigned in former yesrs, The grede of our
calves vemt wp in 1900 to where all calves sold greded G-, which
equals the goel set for 1965,

There are neny ressons for our excellen' record in the calf
sales this yeer. lowever, the wost Llumportent 1o the organisetion

of our 500 pound calf elub, 7This nev innovetion thet wes thought

up in our beef cattle commodity committees was Judged by the

farnars themselves with the records at the calf sale, The wimner




AGRONOMY

The Agroncay Commdttoe set as thelr goel for 1960 the reduce

tion of pasture screage per snimal undt to 3,15, and to incresse

the hay yield to 1,35 tons per sere., It wvas also suggested in
these goals to have 1000 scres of alfalfe as something to work
tovards and to be accomplished in 1960 Af possible, but Ly 1965
for sure,

The pasture goel for 1960 was exoceeded in that we decreased
the smount of acresge from 3,2 acres per anisal wmit to 2,8 scres
por sndmal wmit, This wes dene by increcsing our anlmal units
from 8000 to 8700 and decreasing the acreage by nearly 1000 scres
to 24,400,

Our hay progren wes not keyed to the farmers as well as the
pasture socording to our recent swrvey and the 1959 Agriculture
Census ouwr alfalfs acreage is less than 700 acres. lowever, our
tonnage per scre is still near ) tons,

During the pest 10 years owr alfelfs production heas come
from 200 aeres to 662 acres, while the yleld is incressed from
24 tons to 2,8 tons per scre, The canmittee folt that since en
intensive progre= wes started on alfalfs in 1956 that 1t would
carry of its own monentun t¢ ouwr contemplated goel of 1000 scres.

Our 1960 ercp goels included only ensilage and corn. The
tomnage of ensilage wveas incressed considerably end silos in the
county now stand et 15, which is an increase of 2 during the year.

The interest in silos for both gress end comn wes increased during




This program, which wes started in 1957 bty our Forestry
Comuittee 1s sponsored by the Virginis Fot Springs Compeny, b. G.
Locher, C. M, lester, and the Beth Comty Netionel Benk, Each
year 10 tree planters are selected for their ocutstanding Forestry
Froject and are averded an all expense trip to some plece of
interest.

In 1960 the boys vere taken to the Atomie Fnergy Flant et
Osk Ridge, Texmessee, On their retum they wrote cards end
letters to thelr sponscrs and have gilven reports %o all of the
elasses in the four coopersting schools, nemelys Velley High,
Mitchelltown Elementery, Mllboro High, and larm “prings
Elementary.

The West Virginia Fulp end Faper Compary st Covington

ive out trees on & matching basis to faruers in Beth Comnty,.
In 1960 the farmers took advantege of this offer snd received
25,000 white and Virginia pine seedlings.

Our goals for 1960, called for planting of 20,000 trees.
This has been exceeded by 28,000, Ve will revise the 1965 goel
of 100,000, which has not Leen nearly one half scoomplished in

one yeer,

1960 Goel = 1 menegement study - not completed, will be

continued into 1961 when 1 additional study will protebly be
added wvhen our Forestry Committee meets in Janvary.
Plant 20,000 pine seedlings « planted 48,000 duriag the

yoar.




The leng "Lme irvogram as outlined by the Fxtension Serviee
bBoard set up the 1965 goels for Agriculture.
1., FORESTRY AND RECREATION
Put ot least fouwr management studies in the Cowmty.
Flant 100,500 trees.
ACRONOMY
Reduce scres per animal umit to 2.8,
Increase hay tonnesge by 208,
Increase sila e ylelds.
LIVESTOCK
Incresse the weight of calves sold to 450 pounds.
Raise the grade to Ow,
increase pounds of lambs seld per ewe from 51 to €O and
have a grade of G+,
These goals which originelly came through our ccammodity
comittees vould incresse our farm income during the five year
period, All of the goals may not be resched in 5 years vhile

others eould be exceeded.

FURESTRY AND RECREATION

The 1960 plen called for one demonstretion study in the

comty snd to put out 20,000 pine seedlings. The 4! Iree
Flanters vere ective again during the year. 7The Forestry
Departaent at VF1 and the Virginia Udvision of Forestry

fumished 22,000 white and red pine seedlings end 1850 bays

planteda them.

FUGSTR AND

RECREAT ION




COUNTY STTUATION

Bath Coumnty is located in the western pert of Virginia in wvhet
is Imown o8 the Allegheny Highlands, It is in the western tier of
counties along with Highland and Allegheny. The topography of the
county is extremely rugged with the main mowntain ranges running
from northeast to southwest and oriss-croseed by spurs snd sseller
ridges.

The econosy of the 6000 people in Bath Coumty depend upons

1. The Virginia Mot Springs Company, operstors of the lione=
steed Hotel, the Ceascades Imn and thedr envirems such as tweo
wtionelly famous golf courses, the Hot “prings Ope, the Vamm

prings Fools, the ki un and Lodge, the ferms and other
consessions thet go to make up s complete vacation rescrt. The
Compeny has a two and s quarter million dollar peyroll amnuelly. ComTY

2. The comerically operated farms composed of J14 units, SITUATTON

3. The sale of pulpwood and timber,

Edvestock and livestock products make up 808 of owr total
farm income, 7This percentage will probably be incressed when the
final count is in for 1960, becsuse of the incresse in price
received for our sales during the past year,

Bath Comty farmers will have to continue to rely on live-
stock production for e large pert of their income, Ouwr
lopography, elimate, and pecple are suited for meat snisal pro-

duction, Owr faruers are not necessarily interested in milking

cows, becsuse of the confinement, Fremkly, they had rether humt

and fish and bave & smaller income than to be tied down,
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